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One of the joys of working at the School is having the opportunity to learn about our community 
both on and off-campus. My job as editor of the magazine allows me to take that a step farther and 
reach beyond the gates and have incredibly rich conversations with members of the Brentwood 
family. Whether I’m talking to parents, alumni or former members of staff, I’m always struck by the 
passion with which they describe their time at the School. In the past several months their 
connection with Brentwood has only become stronger as many of them have reconnected with 
former classmates or with current students by being involved in our Distance Learning Program, 
B-Online. I would like to thank all the members of the Brentwood family who made the effort to 
reach out to the School and offer support to our students. 

I think you will find we have a number of compelling stories this year. Not only through our Annual 
Review or our donor stories but also through the Passions section and Alumni Updates as well as 
several features with fascinating alumni Scott Frandsen ‘98 and Chloë Angus ‘93.

One of the most difficult sections to put together was our tribute to former faculty member Mr. 
Steve Wynne. About a month before his death, I had the opportunity to sit down with Mr. Wynne 
for a couple of hours as part of an interview for the archives. We had the pleasure of capturing his 
thoughts on his time at the School and what his career at Brentwood meant to him. It was an 
enthralling conversation with a man whose generosity, enthusiasm and love of life was in full 
evidence. Hearing of his passing a short time later really made me appreciate the people I work 
with on a daily basis and the School that my daughter now has the opportunity to attend. I couldn’t 
be more proud to be associated with our incredible school.

I’d like to thank everybody who contributed to this year‘s magazine, especially Amy Weinberg and 
Kelly Gagne for their tireless efforts. Let’s hope next year we don’t have any Zoom room photos!

Best,

Ian McPherson 
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS AND MARKETING
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message from 
board chair 
BLAIR HORN ‘79
Dear Brentonians:

I am wrapping up my tenure as the 
Chair of the Board of Governors this 
fall and thought I would take this 
opportunity to reflect on what a 
privilege it has been to serve our 
School. Some time ago I mentioned 
to my housemaster, rowing coach, 
physics teacher and mentor, Mr. John 
Queen (he was a bit of a utility knife 
in my time at Brentwood) that I was 
looking for a way I might ‘give back’ 
to the School. With a characteristic 
twinkle in his eye, he looked at me 
and said he thought he might have 
an idea of how I could help. The next 
thing I knew, I was asked to join the 
Board of Governors and over a 
decade has since flown by.

As my time as Chair winds up, and 
the torch is passed to Karen Pirie, 
Alex ‘81, Brentwood continues to 

both remain true to its humble 
beginnings and to have the courage 
to innovate. Guided by our strategic 
plan – Setting the Standard 2013-23 
- the School has extended its 
tradition of continuous improvement 
and we, as Board members, have 
been very fortunate to be involved in 
some significant initiatives and 
challenges along the way.

On the capital projects side, the 
School used the momentum from the 
opening of Hope House in 2015 to 
update all seven other boarding 
houses. New kitchen areas, 
upgraded washroom facilities, and 
updated furniture are sprinkled 
throughout the campus. The library in 
the Ross Building was reimagined 
into a Learning Commons and 
Learning Centre to support all of our 
students. After careful planning that 
was aligned with the strategic plan, 

the School embarked on one of its 
most ambitious goals - providing our 
athletics department with the same 
quality of space that we have for our 
arts program (The T. Gil Bunch 
Centre for Performing Arts - 2003 
and The Centre for Arts & Humanities 
– 2012). With leadership and 
generosity from a number of key 
families, we were able to open the 
Eldon & Anne Foote Athletic Centre 
in September 2018 which has already 
had a positive impact on our 
students’ wellness and team success. 
As you will see later in this 
publication, we are also in the initial 
phases of developing an academic 
centre that will anchor our campus 
and our tripartite program well into 
the School’s future.

A great indicator of school success is 
enrollment demand. Over the past 
eight years, our enrollment has 
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grown from 440 to just over 550 
students. This new student 
population has enabled the School 
to enhance programing options, add 
course offerings, and achieve 
excellence at the local, provincial, 
and national level while allowing 
more students access to the magic of 
a Brentwood education.

In 2001, the Board and Foundation 
Trustees set a lofty goal of growing 
the School’s endowment from $1M to 
“$20M by 2020”. It was a catchy 
phrase when 2020 seemed so far in 
the future. Through the generosity of 
our community, I am pleased to 
report that the School has achieved 
this goal of $20M by 2020. Proceeds 
from this endowment will provide 
support for key programs in 
perpetuity and financial support for 
deserving students.

Continuing on the theme of support, 
this year’s Student Impact Fund (SIF) 

raised over $850,000 from a record 
number of donors across all our 
constituent groups. As an Old 
Brentonian, I am really pleased to 
see the uptick in giving amongst our 
alumni. Every dollar from this 
program goes directly to student 
programs and we are grateful to have 
such a strong foundation of support.

With all of this positive momentum, 
we have also had our challenges. 
Brentwood was not immune to the 
COVID-19 global pandemic and the 
School’s resolve was tested during 
this most uncertain time. As a 
boarding school, above all else, we 
value close, meaningful and lifelong 
relationships that are forged in the art 
studios, sports fields, rowing shells, 
classrooms and houses. While the 
lessons learned in these more formal 
settings are valuable, invaluable 
ones are generated in the spaces 
between. Our campus is designed 

with these transition zones in mind 
where students and staff can linger 
and connect. The forced absence of 
students really emphasized the 
power of community at the School 
and I know all of the Brentwood 
faculty and staff, and the families 
living on the campus, are thrilled that 
our students have been able to 
return to Mill Bay for the 2020-21 
school year.

The Board continues to be guided by 
the strategic plan that is now in its 
final three years. I encourage you to 
review this ambitious plan and, 
wherever and whenever you can, 
please look for your way to support 
our school.

It has been a privilege to be part of 
this special community on the shores 
of Mill Bay. Over to you, Karen!

Blair Horn, Whittall ‘79
Chair of the Board

Members of the Board in their house t-shirts
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character
revealed

It has been said, “It’s not how 
you start, but how you finish 
that counts”. The beginning 
of the 2019-20 school year 
was truly historic.

For the first time ever … 
• our 1st XI Boys Soccer team 

earned a school-best 4th place 
finish at the Provincials,

• our Junior Girls Basketball team 
qualified for the Provincials,

• our dancers performed at 
Disneyland,

• we had our highest ever 
enrolment of 557 students and

• Mr. Liam Sullivan earned his 
stripes as Deputy Head – Student 
Life!

In March, the rhythm of our regular school 
year was thrown into a COVID-19 mixer 
that blended what we’ve always taken 
for granted and presented us with a 
bitter tasting, socially distanced, Zoom-
based smoothie. While our school quickly 
pivoted from in-class to online learning 
- we missed only one day of academic 

classes - we realized over our final 
distance learning term that we are not 
and never want to be an online school. 

Don’t get me wrong, there are a number 
of innovations that are keepers such 
as using the Zoom platform for remote 
teaching or live webinars for our 
parents or how to create a super-cool 
background. Our staff were amazing at 
supporting the continuity of learning for 
our students though, try as we may, it was 
nearly impossible to virtually replicate our 
arts and athletics programs. Advisory and 
boarding were “OK” but Brentwood has 
never been about being “OK”.

Once we were up and running through 
April, we became laser-focussed on 
getting our students back on campus 
for the start of the 2020-21 school 
year. Instead of passively waiting to 
be lumped in with post-secondary 
institutions, the cruise ship industry, or, 
dare I say, correctional facilities (prisons), 
we proactively went to the Ministries 
of Health and Education with a plan to 
safely return to high school boarding. 
Success – we received approval and, 
better yet, received such positive 

feedback about our document that the 
BC Government is using it as an exemplar 
for other industries. Tick the Step 1 box.

Step 2 involved collaborating with the 
Ministries of Health and Education, 
the Independent School’s Association 
(ISABC), Canadian Accredited 
Independent Schools (CAIS), The 
Association of Boarding Schools 
(TABS), and relevant global schools to 
devise protocols for in-person learning. 
Furthermore, to support a safe return 
to work for our staff, we consulted with 
WorkSafeBC and implemented their 
recommendations. We communicated 
with our students and parents on 
our plans with informal one-on-one 
conversations/emails, Q&A webinars, and 
more detailed Return to School plans on 
June 15th, August 14th, and, after Ministry 
of Education approval, August 28th. Tick.

Step 3 planning included the staggered 
and safe arrival of our student body. 
First, international students were asked 
to quarantine for 14 days and arrived on 
campus on Tuesday, September 8th. 
The next day we welcomed Canadian 
boarders and on Thursday, BC boarders 

Bud Patel, Head of School



and day students. It was an emotional 
week that culminated with our first day of 
in-person classes on Friday, September 
11th– it was 190 days between our last 
one in March. The Brentwood band was 
back together – tick!

Of course, the new normal of COVID-19 
involved updated preventative measures 
to limit the spread of the virus. We 
learned new mitigation strategies, 
approaches, and rhythms to ensure 
we rebuilt the trust, connection, and 
kindness that are at the core of the 
Brentwood experience. While we are 
only a few weeks in, I can already see 
the magic return. House pride, academic 
rigour, creative energy, and elevated 
heart rates.

American author, James Allen once 
wrote, “Adversity does not build 
character, it reveals it”. As a passenger 
on Brentwood’s learning train, I was in a 
privileged position to witness, over and 
over again, our school’s true character. 
We were flexible – we flipped to Zoom 
and carried on with our learning. We 

were nimble – we recognized that 
screen-time and Saturday school was 
not sustainable so we adjusted. We were 
diligent – student and staff engagement 
was amazing throughout our distance 
learning term. We were supportive 
– from house meetings to advisor 
sessions to slam poetry evenings to 
SPARC mentoring, we prioritized out of 
class connection. We were driven – led 
by our grade 12s, students continued 
to strive for excellence. And, we never 
gave up – “It’s not how you start, but 
how you finish”.

Since our founding in 1923, Brentwood 
has endured the Great Depression, 
World War II, multiple fires, closure, 
restart, financial instability, and, now, 
COVID-19. At every turn, it has been 
the same. We have demonstrated the 
courage to bind together, dig deep, and 
go for it. I am grateful to our Governors 
for their steady leadership and long-term 
thinking; parents for their unwavering 
belief in Brentwood; Old Brentonians 
for this supportive words and 

encouragement; staff for their sacrifice 
and willingness to do whatever it took to 
support our students through the school 
year; and, our students for having the 
strength and stamina to finish the job.

Courage, as Nelson Mandela said, “is 
not the absence of fear, but the triumph 
over it.” The 2020-21 school year will be 
different but as long as we’re together, it 
will be not just “OK”, it will be bathed in 
Brentwood courage.
 
De Manu In Manum,

 
Bud Patel
Head of School
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We would like to start 
by acknowledging and 
thanking the Coast Salish 
people on whose traditional 
territory Brentwood College 
School resides. 

We express our gratitude to the 
Malahat and Cowichan Nations. We 
value the opportunity to learn, live and 
share educational experiences on this 
traditional territory. 

As the end of what can only be 
considered a remarkable 2019-20 
school year came to an end, we 
celebrated what our students and staff 
undertook this unusual year, and we 
look forward to the positive changes 
that will inevitably take place as 
Brentwood continues to strive to be a 
transformative school and a community 
of learners. 

The school year tested us like no 
other and collectively we rose to the 
occasion. There are some thanks in 
order. Here are a few remarks from 
Head of School, Mr Bud Patel’s, closing 
comments in July: 

“Thank you to our Board of Governors 
for their steadfast commitment to and 
leadership of our School. We take the 
lead from this team of 17 volunteers 
which is largely made up of Old 
Brentonians and past parents. Their 
long-term vision will ensure that future 
generations have the privilege of 
walking on this campus. 

Thank you to our staff - all 270 strong. 
They are the keepers of our flame and 
continue to ensure that our values are 
passed from generation to generation. 
During this extraordinary time, it is not 
surprising to me that they have gone 
even more above and beyond for our 
students. My deepest gratitude goes to 
our staff. 

Thank you to our parents. Whether this 
is your last year or first year with us, 
your unwavering belief in Brentwood is 
both overwhelming and appreciated. 
Your character, like so many in our 
community, was on full display during 
this awkward final term. You played 
many of our roles - Houseparents 
getting the kids going in the morning 
or evening, depending on your time 
zone. You became teachers of calculus, 
history, grammar, or Meta 9. You 

became chefs during meals including 
providing some amazing snacks during 
“Cookie Break”. To round out the 
tripartite program, you morphed into 
arts instructors and athletics coaches. 
Perhaps your greatest challenge was 
becoming me...the grumpy, grey, and 
goofy Head of School. 

Thank you, parents, for sharing your 
children with us. 

Finally, my most important thank you 
goes to our students. Whether you are 
one of the wee Grade 8s that enjoyed 
kicking a soccer ball on Campbell 
Common or the Grade 9s that bonded 
during Strathcona, or the Grade 10s 
that doubled their class size, or the 
Grade 11s that developed a quiet 
confidence to soon take on the mantle 
of leadership, or the Graduating class 
of 2020, who were the real stars of this 
school year. Instead of taking shortcuts 
or throwing in the towel or complaining, 
all of you looked up, stood up, and 
never gave up. You helped us ... you 
helped me manage my way through 
this final term, and for that, I am 
eternally grateful. 

Thank you, students of Brentwood 
College School.”

2019-2020
Annual Review

GRATITUDE AND GROWTH
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grade 8 PROGRAM Mr. Stevens & Ms. Ramundi

What a joy these awesome Grade 8 students 
were! Whether playing a whole-class game of 
rugby on Crooks Common after Thanksgiving 
Dinner, singing “Hey Ho” together in music 
class, or competing in an intraclass World Cup 
of Rugby tournament for PE, the inclusive and 
positive energy of these 8s is infectious.

These twenty-six exceptional young people came to Brentwood 
this year, embraced each other and the tripartite philosophy, and 
thrived in the classroom, on the sports floors and fields, and on 
the stage. 

Who can forget Mr Patel being splurged with silly-string during 
Assembly as the 8s promoted their Bugsy Malone musical? The 
energy created during that dramatic advert was carried into the 
three-day run of Bugsy, which received praise from all audi-
ences. Such artistic activity was replicated later in the year as 
students sang together in music and made visual arts creations, 

including their stunning Getty Museum challenge photos. 
Experiential learning like that is the heart and soul of the Grade 
8 Program. As well as those artistic endeavours, students also 
experienced a wide range of sports through their PE program 
and participated in activities such as hands-on science labs, the 
SMUS Leadership Conference, and a BC Museum outing. 

These Awesome 8s also took their smiles and enthusiasm for 
experiential learning outdoors. A three-day Camp Thunderbird 
adventure to start the year established supportive relationships 
that nourished us for the entire year. That experience was fol-
lowed by spelunking at Horne Lake Caves and two full days of 
activities on Mt Washington, where students snowshoed, skied 
and tubed. 

Yes, there were tests and quizzes and assignments and home-
work. There were long days, sports injuries and the challenges 
of online learning. Mostly, though, there were twenty-six excep-
tional young people living our Grade 8 Program values: be kind, 
be inclusive and work hard. Congratulations to this cohort of 8s 
for an exceptional year of learning. 
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student LIFE Liam Sullivan
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Every year, Brentwood opens its 
gates and facilities to students from 
all over the world and from our 
own backyard

2020 was no different than any other year, except 
for some key differences to the completion of 
our school year. Houseparents often refer to the 
milestones that have occurred during the history 
of Brentwood, whether it was the fire in Whittall 
House in 1978 or the H1N1 pandemic of 2009, 
events have occurred over our time in Mill Bay that 
have shaped who we are as a school and who 
our students become when they leave. 2020 will 
undoubtedly be known for the spring term and 
the distance learning that was the necessity of the 
time, but that will not be the defining characteristics 
of our students and the community that lived 
together through such times. We are defined by 
our human interactions through trying times, and 
through happy carefree moments, and ultimately 
the human connection that occurred at Brentwood 
in 2019-2020 is what will define the individuals who 
were a part of this community. I am so happy that 
I can say 2019-2020 was my first year as Deputy 
Head of Brentwood College School. 

The Student Activity Council (SAC) had another 
very busy year generating interest and energy 
throughout the campus with activities and events. 
The year started with a bang featuring the End of 
Summer Bash with a BBQ, fun contests followed 
by a dance on the plaza in the evening. Another 
September highlight was the Fall Fun Fair featuring 
the giant inflatable slides, jousting and obstacle 
course. Along with a delicious selection of Fair 
Food, a Zorb Ball tournament was hosted as well as 
a Paint War with the students becoming the canvas. 
For the first time, the SAC hosted an outdoor movie 
on the plaza with a giant screen and popcorn for 
everyone. This was definitely a favourite to be 
added to the SAC list of events. October was cele-

brated with Fright Week featuring a Costume Day, 
pumpkin carving, spooky meals and a monstrous 
Open House Halloween Party. The December 
Holiday season saw the campus decorated with 
bright lights and brought the annual Children’s 
Christmas Party and student Holiday party where 
crafts, gingerbread houses and visits with Santa 
were enjoyed. 

The Spirit Week in January helped get students 
through the wet winter days with activities hap-
pening for ten straight days. The students were 
able to show their spirit at the Showcase Hockey 
and Basketball games, Red and Black Day, Jersey 
Day, compete in the Inter-house Egg Drop compe-
tition, enjoy Karaoke in the Kaf, Interhouse window 
decorating, a weeklong student designed menu, 
Brent–rock, and, new this year, the Interhouse 
Jenga tournament and Interhouse Video Game 
tournament. Wrapping up Spirit Week were the 
Interhouse Acapella and Improv competitions. 

Another event returning for the third year, with an 
expanded agenda, was Kindness Week. This is a 
collaboration between the SPARC, BEAT, and Grad 
council. The event encourages students to be kind 
to themselves, each other, staff, and the environ-
ment. Events held included Candy Grams, Have a 
Heart Day, a Staff Appreciation Lunch, Pride Day, 
a 100km dinner, and it ended in over 500 staff and 
students wearing pink on Pink Shirt Day in support 
of Anti- Bullying. 

Another highlight of the year were the seventeen 
special International dinners prepared by our 
impressive Food Services team and hosted by 
the students. Brentwood students were treated to 
dishes representing Canada, Saudi Arabia, Nigeria, 
India, Mexico, The Philippines, USA, Thailand, Aus-
tralia, Japan, Britain, China, South Korea, Germany, 
Spain, Italy, and Hong Kong. These dinners were 
extremely popular, creating a full Crooks Hall with 
students serving, colourful decorations, and theme 
music playing throughout the meal. 

A special thank you to Suzanna Graham for her 
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tireless leadership as well as the 25 
members of the Student Activity Council 
Executive. Also, the many large events 
organized at Brentwood were supported 
by over 100 of the student members of 
the SAC from all grades throughout the 
school. We thank everyone for their hard 
work and dedication to making the activ-
ities at Brentwood lots of fun. 

This year’s SPARC team was a passionate 
and action-oriented group which con-
sistently led by example through dedi-
cated service to both Brentwood and the 
Cowichan Valley. 

Within the gates of our school, the SPARC 
team worked tirelessly to promote well-
ness and inclusivity in their houses while 
also providing emotional support and 
leadership to their peers. They designed 
and facilitated a Mental Health Aware-
ness Day for the Grade 11 class and Sub-
stance Use Awareness Day for the Grade 
10s. During these events, students had 
an opportunity to hear personal stories of 
mental illness or substance abuse from 
peers and staff members as well as learn 
healthy ways to cope with stress, anxiety 
and peer pressure. The SPARC team also 
organized several awareness-raising 
events from a school-wide water pong 
fundraiser for breast cancer research 
to a mustache-growing contest to raise 
awareness for prostate cancer in “Mov-
ember”. Through events like the Big/Little 
Dinner and the Great Flower Give-Away 
during Kindness Week, SPARC members 
also contributed actively to a culture of 
belonging and acceptance at Brentwood. 

With a greater focus on community 
involvement this year, one in five Brent-
wood students volunteered in our local 
community. Some volunteered weekly 
with Nourish Cowichan, Mill Bay Nature 
School and the Vancouver Island Region-
al Library in Mill Bay, while others fund-
raised with Candygrams and collaborated 
with sports teams on a bottle drive to 

raise money to support the CMS Food 
Bank. The SPARC team also flooded into 
the Shawnigan Lake Community Centre 
during the annual Blood Drive and filled 3 
big school buses to attend an early Sun-
day morning Run for the Cure in Victoria. 
This time spent outside the “Brentwood 
Bubble” provided valuable perspective 
and an incredible way to experience the 
joy of giving back, which is truly what 
SPARC is all about. 

This spring we celebrated 60 Grade 
11 and 12 students who completed the 
intensive SPARC training, along with 
several hours of volunteer service, to be-
come certified Student Peer Assistance 
Resource Counsellors and the foundation 
for next year’s SPARC program. Despite 
the challenges of distance learning, the 
SPARC team continued to contribute 
through weekly assembly videos sharing 
wellness tips with staff and students, 
fundraising for both the MS Society and 
the BC Children’s Hospital as well as 
volunteering their time as “Cyber Bud-
dies” with refugee children through the 
Cowichan Intercultural Society. 
Needless to say, it has been a year rich 
with passion, dedication and heart for 
SPARC; this team faced adversity head 
on and truly stepped forward as leaders 
amongst their peers. 

The Grad Council was enthusiastically 
and tirelessly led by President Desola 
Ogunlade, with sponsor Mrs. Erin Ste-
vens working alongside for support. 
Desola and the 16 Grad Representatives 
resoundingly met their three goals for 
the year: promote grad class bond-
ing, organize school-wide events, and 
fundraise for the Grad 2020 Bursary 
Fund for future Brentwood students. An 
early spirit day of Kindergarten Dress Up 
and Capture the Flag, combined with a 
Sunday afternoon outing to the Festival 
of Fear, helped bring the class together 
as a group of school leaders. The Council 

went on to host a spectacular Interhouse 
Airband event, a glamorous friendship-fo-
cussed Snowball, and laughter inducing 
distractions like Matchomatics, Rent-a-
grad and Candygrams to help the school 
through the winter months. Reps served 
selflessly throughout the year to raise 
$10,000 through these activities and the 
sale of Purdy’s Chocolates. The Coun-
cil also hosted a raffle during Kindness 
Week to raise money for Nourish Cowic-
han, an organization that feeds underpriv-
ileged children in the Cowichan Valley. 

Unexpectedly, the Council also became 
advocates for their class this spring, 
during a time when it would have been 
easy to succumb to grief and just give 
up. Instead, the Reps talked through their 
loss, and continued to do what they had 
committed to do together: lead. They met 
with Mr. Patel and Mr. Sullivan to give sug-
gestions and feedback on how to best 
acknowledge their accomplishments at 
Graduation; they explored different ways 
to celebrate together online, deciding on 
and launching the Instagram yearbook; 
they encouraged each other and reached 
out to the grads in their houses to collect 
baby photos and family videos; they cre-
ated a “Who’s Most Likely to...” survey for 
giggles; and they persevered to create a 
2020 Grad House video from 145 different 
homes around the world. That. Is. Grit. 

Most importantly, this year each Grad 
Representative developed leadership 
skills by distributing responsibility and 
supporting each other as they took turns 
leading projects. When asked what they 
are taking away from being on Council, 
Reps spoke of developing teamwork 
and collaboration skills with people they 
don’t know very well, delegating, com-
municating, public speaking, organizing 
events, managing time, and developing 
patience. They will also remember the 
sense of satisfaction from accomplishing 
things independently, contributing to their 
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community, and seeing many hours of 
planning come to fruition. 

Thank you Desola and Grad Council for 
leading the Class of 2020, and for gifting 
the school with your time and energy. 
You have made a difference. 

The vision of the Brentwood Environ-
mental Action Team (BEAT) for 2019-
2020, led by Sarah Richards and spon-
sored by Ms Laura Richardson, was to 
promote environmental awareness & 
action at school and the wider community 
by continuing with past initiatives while 
also engaging in new ones. 

In September, we kicked off the year by 
participating with the local branch of the 
FridaysForFuture strike for the climate, a 
youth-led event inspiring thousands to 
demand climate action. That was followed 
up by the first of many community clean 
ups and a waterfront bonfire with s’mores, 

banana boats, and friends! We also held 
multiple waste- sorting awareness events 
to help meet this year’s goal of keeping 
our recycling & compost clean. 

In October, some dedicated students 
began work on a year-long project to 
develop the school garden. Harvesting 
apples & fall produce to donate to the 
food bank was the first action, followed by 
cleaning up the garden, and planning its 
expansion. We planted winter greens & 
garlic in the fall, and started seeds in the 
small greenhouse in the spring. This pro-
ject also won a grant from the BC Green 
Games competition for BEAT initiatives. 

in the Winter term, we joined other com-
munity members to clean up a beautiful 
beach & then enjoyed warm drinks while 
sorting the trash. We also built 40 bird 
houses & 30 mason-bee hives, to encour-
age songbird activity, promote pollination 
in our gardens, & support endangered 

Violet-Green Swallows at a local wetland. 
Conscious of the impact that Vancouver 
Island winters have on those who are 
living in poverty, the BEAT partnered with 
SPARC to collect much-needed food, 
warm clothing & toiletries to donate to 
food banks. We were overwhelmed by 
Brentwood’s generosity & were thrilled 
with the success of the campaign. 

Though COVID-19 disrupted the Spring 
term, the BEAT still held Earth Week in 
April, a bottle drive in May with donations 
going to the Cowichan Valley Basket Soci-
ety & we encouraged all to get out to enjoy 
nature, & find ways to be kind to the earth. 

Thanks to everyone whose hard work & 
dedication to protecting our planet made 
this an eventful & successful year! 



16 : THE BRENTONIAN : 2020

athletics UPDATE Blake Gage
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While it was not the complete 
year we were anticipating in 
Athletics, it was still certainly 
a busy one and filled with 
a great deal of wonderful 
accomplishments.

In the first two terms both recreational 
and competitive sports were in full swing. 
Our new Climbing coach, Ms Wagstaff, 
has sparked a passion for this sport in our 
school as well as our broader Brentwood 
community. Our Outdoor Pursuits mem-
bers were fortunate to be part of a pro-
gram that takes students to pristine places 
of which the rest of us can only dream. Our 
cross-country runners ran all over Van-
couver Island and some of our top runners 
competed in Island and Provincial tourna-
ment events. 
Meanwhile, for a AA school, we continue 
to offer a large cross section of competi-
tive teams. While most schools our size 
choose to aim for excellence in one or 
two sports, we have been able to achieve 
strong results at the provincial and national 
level across our many offerings. Some 
highlights this year include: 

• Senior Girls Field Hockey qualifying 
for the Provincial Championships and 
finishing 9th 

• Senior Girls Volleyball winning Silver 
Islands and placing 11th at Provincials 

• Junior Girls Volleyball winning their 
Mid-Island League and competing at 
Islands 

• Junior Boys Soccer winning the Mid-
Island league and placing 5th at Islands 

• Senior Boys Soccer finishing a best 
ever 4th at the Provincial Championships 

• Ice Hockey finishing top 4 in the 
prestigious Ross Cup Tournament 

• Junior Girls Basketball earning its first 
ever berth to Provincials where they 
finished 17th 

• Junior Boys Basketball winning Mid 
Island Championship and finishing 5th at 
Islands 

• Senior Boys Basketball winning a 
fourth consecutive Gold at Islands and 
Bronze at Provincials 

• Cross Country Keaton Heisterman 
earning Silver at provincials 

As you can see, we were not able to 
compete in our third term sports but that 
should not take away from the hard work 
so many of these students demonstrated 
as they prepared for their competitive 
seasons. Many of these student athletes 
continued to push themselves through our 
online environment, training diligently with 
their coaches, either just to stay healthy, 
or to be ready for the time when they are 
able to compete again. We are so proud of 
how our students have managed them-
selves during this difficult time. We would 
like to say a special thank you to Ms Os-
topovich and Mrs Scheck for all their hard 
work providing school-wide online Active 
Living sessions every sport afternoon 
during our Covid term. 
We can hardly wait to have our students 
back and working together again in 
September and are extremely grateful for 
the leadership of our departing Grade 12 
students. 
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academic UPDATE David McCarthy

Continuing our drive this year towards a 
more “competency-based” curriculum, 
where students’ academic and personal 
growth is at the centre of our planning 
for instruction and assessment, teachers 
have attended numerous workshops and 
professional development sessions to re-
develop their own approach. The results 
have been very encouraging and we 
feel, as a faculty, that we are, more than 

ever, tapping into the potential latent in 
all students. Our instructional leaders in 
some cases offered their own summaries 
and these are included below. 

English - Mr Paul Collis 
In addition to  the usual activities of the 
English classroom -- reading for the 
sheer joy of it, crafting critical essays, 
squeaking out a persuasive speech, and, 
if in Grade 9, wrapping tin foil around 

the carcasses of the dead bees on the 
windowsill so they look like Arthurian 
knights -- our students have also enjoyed 
(enjoyment was mandatory) such varied 
activities as, and I am only making one 
of these up, Jane Austen choreography, 
Springsteen Night in Mill Bay with a 
sleeveless plaid dress code, the school-
wide Write for Rights campaign, the Mel-
huish recitation and persuasive speech 
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contests, the Sweaty Essay club (Annika 
Maj and Ben Rossouw: presidents), 
Chaucer on Ice, baklava cooking whilst 
studying Homer’s Odyssey, Covid time 
capsules, and many other glorious events 
that make cranky math teachers open 
their doors and cry “Shh” while their stu-
dents softly weep into their protractors. 
Brentwood English: we fix your colons, 
and fill your hearts. 

Social Studies and Business 
- Ms Robyn Amiel 
This year, the Social Studies and Busi-
ness Department offered exciting new 
courses while revamping existing ones to 
challenge students’ design thinking, pro-
vide authentic tasks, and examine more 
global perspectives than ever before. 
The addition of courses such as Social 
Justice 12 and Meta 9 enriched student 

learning at Brentwood. In Political Studies 
12, students worked collaboratively to 
build a website that tracked and analyzed 
political responses to Covid-19 by country 
or region. A prominent photojournalist 
from Australia also joined the class to 
speak to some of his work. This helped 
students prepare for their own photo 
essay assignment, in which they were 
asked to examine a contemporary polit-
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ical conflict and tell one 
story about that conflict 
using a range of visual 
sources. 

In Comparative Cul-
tures 12, students 
applied their learning 
about elements of cul-
ture as they researched 
and recorded a pres-
entation of their inves-
tigation into a contem-
porary cultural conflict. 
These included a wide 
range of topics and 
issues, including the 
persecution of Uighurs 
in China, the riots in 
Delhi, the Sinicization of 
Tibet, and gun control 
in the United States. 
In AP Comparative Gov-
ernment and Politics 
12, students were busy 
participating in Socratic seminars and 
discussing with guest speakers the topics 
of Tibet and China’s political history, 
nuclear arms control, and globalization. 
In BC First Peoples’ 12, students created 
their own study and interviewed com-
munity members in order to compare 
their findings with national survey results 
conducted from institutions such as 
Angus Reid. This helped students gauge 
what the Canadian public knows about 
Indigenous topics. 

Students in Social Studies 10 were 
challenged to develop their historical 
thinking skills by analyzing documents 
and working together to scrutinize how 
global and internal events shaped the 
Canadian identity in the 20th century. 
Business students faced the challenge 
of redesigning their ventures to conform 
to online formats, since the postponed 
Brentwood Regatta prevented Entrepre-
neurial 12 students from debuting their 
food tents. In Financial Accounting 12, 

students found their virtual stock mar-
ket portfolios plummeted overnight and 
losses were the biggest seen in 13 years 
due to COVID-19. But, with some quick 
decision-making and careful adjustments, 
a champion was crowned after walking 
away with a return of 410%! 

The Grade 8s donned their curator 
gloves at the Royal BC Museum to exam-
ine artifacts from the Maya: The Great 
Jaguar Rises exhibit, while also examin-
ing the role archaeology plays in docu-
menting history. All the social studies and 
business teachers are proud of the stu-
dents who sought to challenge existing 
dominant narratives and who exercised 
their critical thinking and collaborative 
skills. They certainly look forward to the 
return of students in September. 

Modern Languages - Sr Marco Hernandez 
Language classes focus on the import-
ance of comprehensible input in lan-
guage acquisition permitting students to 
experience a natural interaction with the 

language and develop spontan-
eous communication. 

Studying novels in the target 
language and classical literature 
in AP levels have contributed to 
the natural acquisition of vo-
cabulary, grammatical structures 
and awareness of the different 
cultures where the language is 
spoken. 

The use of meaningful project 
works have developed students’ 
appreciation and empathy for 
other cultures. 
Communicative language testing 
proved to be beneficial because 
it developed learners’ ability to 
perform in the target language 
in context-specific tasks. The 
performance of speeches about 
a variety of topics in the target 
language contributed to students’ 
oral competency and engage-
ment. 

We continue to expand and develop 
curricular offerings such as the integra-
tion and implementation of DELF exam 
preparatory (Le Diplôme d’études en 
langue française) which is certified by 
the European Commission and awarded 
by the French Ministry of Education. This 
was started by Mme Guffens this year. 
A first for Brentwood, we had students 
writing the DELF exam. All 20 participants 
were successful. 

Grade 12 Core French students partici-
pated in cooking classes at Bon Macaron 
Patisserie in Victoria. Classes were con-
ducted in French and students left with a 
large box of delicious macarons to share 
with family and housemates. 

Grade 12 Core French students regularly 
visited École Cobble Hill and were paired 
with buddies in a Grade 2 French Immer-
sion class. A variety of activities were 
shared: card and board games, fairy tale 



www.brentwood.ca : 21

skits, buddy reading, a science challenge, 
and drawing activities. 

French cuisine was experienced on 
campus with Madame Hall’s students 
enjoying la galette des rois and a fondue 
suisse. During a winter snow students 
were introduced to la tire d’érable - a 
Canadian specialty! 

French music was experienced via our 
version of March Madness with con-
temporary French songs competing for 
students’ votes. This year’s winner was 
Stromae’s hit Tous les mêmes. 
French 10 and French 11 (MG) made 
crêpes, while Spanish 11 (MG) made 
madalenas, both with the online guidance 
of Chef Morgan. 
Spanish 9, Beginners and Spanish 10 
enjoyed Argentinean food and Latin 
music together. 
Spanish 9, Beginner and Spanish 10 pre-
pared questions and interviewed a native 
speaker in the target language using 
Spanish in a purposeful way. 

Mandarin students had a Chinatown trip. 
In Mandarin class, higher level students 
teach lower level students idioms, culture 
information, and demonstrate acting out 
stories. 

Students make their own Kahoot games 
to share with the class and learn together 
while Chinese calligraphy and Chinese 
chess games in class added to our cultur-
al journey. 

Science – Mr Scott Doehler 
• We’ve had guest speakers in, includ-
ing old Brentonians such as Sol Milne, 
and Aiden Wiechula, even during the 
Covid term. 
• An emphasis on individual research 
projects in several courses. 
• Lots of very rich discussion about 
how best practices guide us in plan-
ning new laboratory facilities in the 
proposed new building. 
• We underwent some streamlining 

of documentation for the Ministry 
Inspection in which we dove a little 
deeper into how core competencies 
and skills guide science education. 
• Providing lab experience during a 
time when there was no access to 
labs had us testing some good online 
experiences (no replacement for the 
actual lab mind you... but all things 
considered). 

Overall, I have to say how honoured I was 
of working with fellow science geeks and 
the way that everyone stepped up to the 
plate, rolled with the punches, and made 
the best of an unprecedented alteration 
to life on Earth! 

Mathematics - Steven Prokopchuk
This year, we had over 70 students 
involved in national or international math 
competitions - with some outstanding 
results. 

Several students achieved awards of 
distinction. Here are some of the results 
from our most prestigious math competi-
tions from the past year. 

Canadian Senior Math Competition: 
First Place: Michael Bhang (Incredible 
Result - National Certificate of Distinction) 
Second Place: Book Plangsiri; Third Place: 
Rei Kondo, Maurits Freybe (Tie) 
American Math Competitions: 

AMC 12: First Place: Book Plangsiri; 
Second Place: Derek Harrison; Third 
Place: Mahir Arora 

AMC 10: First Place: Sky Sun. Second 
Place: Lilli Engelbertz; Third Place: Rosie 
Koontz 
Waterloo Math Competitions: 
Fermat (Gr. 11): First Place: Ian Van Leuven 
(with Certificate of Distinction) Second 
Place: Mahir Arora; Third Place: Derek 
Harrison 

Cayley (Gr. 10): 
First Place: Sky Sun (with Certificate of 
Distinction) Second Place: Anna Draper 
Third Place: Dylan Gauvin 

Fermat (Gr. 9): First Place: Ariel Chiam 
(Outstanding score!!! With Certificate of 
Distinction) Second Place: Lilli Engelbertz; 
Third Place: Anna Miki.

Congratulations to all of these students! 

Rebecca Day Reynolds and pug
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arts UPDATE Edna Widenmaier

As the sun shone down 
on our campus in September 
we entered our arts facilities 
with high hopes for a banner 
year of productions and 
art celebrations.

Visual artists aspired to create an un-
forgettable gallery show for the 50th 
anniversary of our Regatta in April. Musi-
cians anticipated showcasing our ensem-
bles at the Canadian Nationals in Calgary 
in May. Debaters prepared for provincial, 
national and international championships. 
The world turned as we expected it to 
through the Fall and Winter terms. 

Concert for Winter’s Eve, our annual 

fundraiser for the local food bank, of-
fered our student and public audiences 
a showcase of vocal and instrumental 
performances to celebrate the season; 
and in February, the Spamalot musical 
cast delighted audiences of all ages 
for five nights of fun and Monty Python 
humour. The potters excelled themselves 
in the Bunch lobby’s successful display 
of their work, created to express the 
theme of the musical. Two out of three 
of our Robotics teams made it through 
to the provincial championships. Band 
musicians from SMUS, QMS and SLS 
came to play for each other, finishing with 
a massed piece in the Killy Theatre with 
our own Wind Ensemble in the final week 
of classes before spring break. Then the 
world turned again. 

Day after day seemed to bring sadder 
news for all of our performers and artists. 
Concerts, events and competitions were 
being cancelled everywhere. All our 
plans and dreams for continuing arts 
classes on campus then came to a halt 
by the end of March. 

Working one-on-one with students to 
build confidence and competency, to 
share the “ah ha” moments, to nurture 
those relationships of trust - what hap-
pens to those in a virtual world of teach-
ing? The Arts Fair was born - a celebra-
tion of Arts on Zoom. The students could 
not come to us - we would go to them. 
Every arts afternoon, for 30 minutes, one 
of our arts faculty or a Brentonian who 
continued their passion for art in a life 
career, did a presentation/demonstration. 
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These Master classes, which began on 
April 15th, opened creative doors that 
students might not have considered 
before: from learning how to draw an 
abstraction through magnification using 
materials found at home to learning a 
vex coding activity. One of my highlights 
was the combined music faculty and 
student jazz performers outplaying each 
other on a lesson called “Where’s the 
Beat? 

Dance was able to remain alive and well 
through this challenging time with cre-
ative student choreographers producing 
innovative works, performers entertain-
ing audiences and dance technicians 
strengthening their skills. This year’s 
highlight was the electric performances 
given by the 19 strong Dance Company 

at Disneyland in February. Despite the 
spring’s Evenings of Dance having to be 
cancelled, dancers worked remotely to 
produce parting choreography on film. 

The Yearbook team steadily and selfless-
ly also worked from afar. Who imagined 
that they could publish a book, physically 
and electronically, on time, including can-
did photos of more than 99% of the stu-
dent body, without any photos from the 
third term? The students in Photojournal-
ism also played their part by publishing 
more than 30 articles this term informing 
and entertaining the Brentwood com-
munity during these challenging times of 
self- isolation. 

There was no stopping the debaters and 
Model UN who took part in five online 
MUNs/debate tournaments, keeping 

them current with their skills in an innov-
ative manner. 

The Senior Acting Company, however, 
get the “grit is gold” award. Faced with 
the cancellation of the stage play Seven 
Stories, and its curtain opener Philadel-
phia, they transformed their perform-
ances to work as a radio play aired during 
two Arts Fairs. What a joyful success. 
These challenging times have inspired 
a remarkable journey of inventiveness 
and resilience by both arts faculty and 
students. It was not the best of times, 
but neither was it the worst. In the words 
of Juno Award winning artist Kardinal 
Offishall: “Even a rose can rise from 
concrete.” 
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university COUNSELLING Rick Rodrigues
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The year in University Counselling 
brought unique challenges in that the 
new Career Life Connections course 
for Grade 12s came online.

Our thanks to Ms Jillian Napier for creating the infrastructure for 
course delivery that involved her, Mrs Kate Coull, and me. While 
the outcome of the spring term resulted in some lost opportun-
ities, Grade 12s were still able to connect effectively with their 
Advisors in delivering their Capstone Presentations that were 
part of the CLC course. 

The core of the work in University Counselling remained guid-
ing the members of the Graduating Class of 2020 through their 
post-secondary planning. If there was any silver lining in the 
loss of the opportunity to be in-person at Brentwood for this 
class in the spring term, it was in its timing; by the end of the 
winter term, virtually all of the post- secondary institutions con-
sidering applications from our seniors had all that they needed 
to make their admissions decisions! 

The members of Graduating Class of 2020 have added to the 
tradition of recording impressive and varied admissions results 
for Brentwood applicants. Members of the Graduating Class will 
be attending 65 different institutions in 11 different countries, 
including five Canadian provinces, and 12 US states. 

Two-thirds of them will remain in Canada to pursue their studies, 
20% of them will head to the United States, and 15% of them will 
venture to distant shores around the globe. 

• One third of them will pursue studies in the Arts, Humanities 
and Social Sciences; a quarter of them will study in the STEM 
fields; nearly one in five will be pursuing studies in Business; 
and around 10% of them are entering each of the fine and per-
forming arts and fields in the medical and health professions. 

• An impressive 82% of the graduating class received an offer of 
admission from their first-choice university. 

• Nearly 570 offers of admission were received from 149 institu-
tions in 12 different countries around the world at an acceptance 
rate of 76%. 

• 64% of the graduating class received a scholarship offer from 
at least one of the universities to which they applied. They 
accumulated scholarship award offers, both merit-based and 
athletic, in excess of $3.3 million. 

The top five destinations of the Class of 2020: 
• University of Victoria = 26 
• University of British Columbia = 17 
• Queen’s University = 8 
• McGill University = 8 
• Western University = 6 

The top destinations outside of Canada include: 
• Parsons, The New School of Design, New York = 3 
• University of California, Los Angeles = 2 
• University of Edinburgh, Scotland = 2 
• St Andrews University, Scotland = 2 

149
numbers of schools 

conveying offers

64%
of grads received 
scholarship offers

82%

# of students who 
received an offer 

from their first choice 
of university 

$3.3M
in merit and athletic 

scholarships to 
universities in 2019

students earneduniversity placement

100%
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2019-20 Final Interhouse 
Competition Results

1 | Ellis / Mack 201

2 | Privett / Hope 180

3 | Whittall / Alex 174 

4 | Rogers / Allard 156

interhouse COMPETITION
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INTRODUCING  THE

class OF 2020

Neha Adnan - Udhailiyah, Saudi Arabia - McMaster University, ON - Life 
Sciences
Leah Andegeorgs - Dhahran, Saudi Arabia - University of Edinburgh, 
Scotland - Law 
Sonny Assaly - Edmonton, AB - University of Victoria, BC - Social 
Sciences 
Ari Aubuchon - Walnut Creek, CA - University of Colorado, CO - 
Business: Administration & Marketing 
Hallie Baker - Mill Bay, BC - Taking a Gap year to work before entering 
university 
Pasha Baradaran - Mill Bay, BC - University of British Columbia, BC - 
Management 

Savannah Barchuk - Cancun, Mexico - McGill University, QC - Arts 
Michael Bhang - Seoul, Korea - University of Illinois, IL - Industrial 
Engineering & Computer Science 
Callum Blake-Currier - Vancouver, BC - University of British Columbia, 
BC - Engineering 
Kenya Bontkes - Cobble Hill, BC - University of Victoria, BC - Nursing 
Christopher Brizzi - Duncan, BC - Vancouver Island University, BC - 
Performing Arts: Jazz Studies 
Lexus Brown-John - Fort St. John, BC - College of the Rockies, BC - 
Kinesiology 
Iman Brown - Kuwait City, Kuwait - McGill University, QC - Arts 
Bob Bryden - Calgary, AB - Queen’s University, ON - Arts 
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Slavitsa Chan - Almaty, Kazakhstan - Polimoda, Italy - Fashion 
Business 
Charlotte Chang - Singapore - Applying to universities in Australia for 
Veterinary Sciences 
Dziva Chigamba - Shawnigan Lake, BC - University of Victoria, BC - 
Social Sciences: Economics 
Ashley Ciambrelli - Vancouver, BC - Queen’s University, ON - Arts: 
Psychology 
Seb Cooke - Dhahran, Saudi Arabia - BC Institute of Technology, BC - 
Marine Engineering 
Asia Copp - Dhahran, Saudi Arabia - University of Manchester, England 
- Law 
Nicholas Cuk Christinson - North Vancouver, BC - University of 
Victoria, BC - Engineering 
Iysus Da Silva - Calgary, AB - Fashion Institute of Design & 
Merchandising, Los Angeles, CA - Fashion Product Development 
Mathias Delage - Fruitland, Idaho - Queen’s University, ON - 
Engineering 
Jaideep Dhami - Nanaimo, BC - University of British Columbia, BC - 
Science 
Victoria Dolgova - Dhahran, Saudi Arabia - University of Victoria, BC - 
Science: Biochemistry 
Ryann Ford - Fairfax, CA - University of California, CA - Design 
Reece Fougner-Rukus - Mill Bay, BC - Western University, ON - 
Kinesiology 
Maurits Freybe - Whistler, BC - University College London, England - 
Philosophy, Politics & Economics 
Lily Furney - Port McNeill, BC - University of Victoria, BC - Humanities 
Andrew Garnett - North Vancouver, BC - Taking a Gap year to work 
before entering university 
Danielle Gouthro - Fort McMurray, AB - University of British Columbia, 
Kelowna, BC - Science: Biology 
Suzanna Graham - Seattle, WA - McGill University, QC - Arts 
Oliver Greene - North Vancouver, BC - University of Toronto, ON - Life 
Sciences: Biological Science & Neuroscience 
Jasleen Grewal - Nanaimo, BC - Queen’s University, ON - Health 
Sciences 
Alannah Guiney - Whistler, BC - Bond University, Australia - Business 
Georgia Guthrie - Portland, OR - University of British Columbia, BC - 
Arts: Media Studies & Creative Writing 
Sabrina Hached - Dhahran, Saudi Arabia - Carleton University, ON - 
Commerce 
Amelia Hadfield - Victoria, BC - University of Victoria, BC - Social 
Sciences: Economics 
Yale Handler, Peshastin, WA - Syracuse University, NY - Liberal Arts: 
Political Science 
Ferrari Hann - Palm Springs, CA - College of the Desert, CA - 
Technical Theatre 
Keaton Heisterman - Nanaimo, BC - University of California, CA - 
Aerospace Engineering 
Max Honeybone - Seattle, WA - Boston University, MA - Engineering 
Hayley Jones - Mill Bay, BC - University of Calgary, AB - Biological 
Sciences 
Jayden Jung - Nanaimo, BC - University of Toronto, ON - Social 
Sciences: Economics & International Relations 
Ruhamya Kainerugaba - Entebbe, Uganda - Capilano University, BC - 
Business 
Torren Kaiser - Duncan, BC - University of British Columbia, BC - 
Applied Biology 
Hayden Kan - Hong Kong - University of Waterloo, ON - Biotechnology 

& Business 
Isaac Keen - Shawnigan Lake, BC - Victoria Academy of Dramatic Arts, 
BC - Acting 
Cailine Keirstead - Shawnigan Lake, BC - Emily Carr University of Art & 
Design, BC - Fine Arts 
Sophia Khan - Edmonton, AB - University of St Andrews, Scotland - 
Business Psychology 
Sasha Klimko - San Francisco, CA - University of California, CA - 
Humanities, Arts & Social Sciences: Philosophy 
Ainsley Koebel - Jasper, AB - Queen’s University, ON - Arts 
Rei Kondo - Tokyo, Japan - University of Waterloo, ON - Mathematics 
& Finance 
Megan Kuo - Tainan, Taiwan - McGill University, QC - Arts & Science: 
Cognitive Science 
Thomas Lapsley - Auckland, New Zealand - Drexel University, PA - 
Engineering 
Kenton Laurion - Leduc, AB - University of Lethbridge, AB - Business: 
Marketing & Management 
Lauren LaVallee - Mill Bay, BC - University of Victoria, BC - Social 
Sciences: Political Science 
Jordan Lawee - New York, NY - University of Colorado, CO - Liberal 
Arts & Science: Philosophy 
Mariko Lee - Mill Bay, BC - University of Toronto, ON - Social Sciences 
Augustus Lees - Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia - Boston College, MA - Liberal 
Arts & Science 
Sasha Lemon - Vancouver, BC - McGill University, QC - Arts 
Oren Levy - Calgary, AB - Texas A&M University, TX - Engineering 
Jialin Lin - Changchun, China - University of Toronto, ON - Commerce 
Caleb Nathaniel Lopez - Manila, Philippines - Savannah College of 
Arts and Design, GA - Performing Arts: Screen Acting 
Pio Lorente - Mexico City, Mexico - University of Victoria, BC - 
Humanities 
Hilary Lueken - Grande Prairie, AB - College of the Rockies, BC - 
Kinesiology 
Evan Luksay - Comox, BC - Western University, ON - Computer 
Science & Honours Business Administration 
Mazie MacCosham - Vancouver, BC - Queen’s University, ON - Arts: 
English 
Will MacDonald - Revelstoke, BC - University of British Columbia, BC - 
Kinesiology 
Bridget Madigan - Vancouver, BC - University of British Columbia, BC 
- Arts 
Sydney McLennan - West Vancouver, BC - University of Victoria, BC - 
Sciences: Biology & Psychology 
Kaelan McMaster, Victoria, BC - University of Victoria, BC - Social 
Sciences: Psychology & Criminology 
Grace McNeill - Calgary, AB - University of Victoria, BC - Commerce 
Shayna McNeill - Calgary, AB - Parsons, The New School of Design, 
NY - Communication Design 
Will McNeill - Calgary, AB - University of Victoria, BC - Commerce 
Stephanie Meade - Saltspring Island, BC - University of Oklahoma, OK 
- Interior Design 
Claire Melin - Seattle, WA - Tulane University, LA - Liberal Arts & 
Science 
Regina Mendez Esnal - Cabo San Lucas, MEX - Universidad 
Iberoamericana, Mexico - Hospitality Management 
Cade Metzler - Vancouver, BC - University of Victoria, BC - Social 
Sciences 
Ash Muller - Vancouver, BC - University of British Columbia, BC - Arts: 
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Sociology 
Findlay Murdoch - Seattle, WA - Chapman University, CA - Film & Media 
Arts: Screenwriting 
Chaya Napier - Duncan, BC - Concordia University, QC - Arts: 
Psychology 
Juan Navarro Perez - Guadalajara, MEX - University of British Columbia, 
BC - Kinesiology 
Yanin Niramai - Bangkok, Thailand - McGill University, QC - Arts 
Quin Norman - Mill Bay, BC - Taking a Gap year before proceeding to 
Thompson Rivers University 
Rhys Norman - North Saanich, BC - University of British Columbia, BC - 
Arts 
Keeva O’Brien - North Vancouver, BC - National University of Ireland 
Galway, Ireland - Medicine 
Brendan O’Farrell - Parksville, BC - University of British Columbia, BC - 
Science 
Ben O’Malley - Duncan, BC - University of Victoria, BC - Commerce 
Liam O’Malley - Duncan, BC - University of British Columbia, BC - 
Science 
Desola Ogunlade - Calgary, AB - McGill University, QC - Arts: Political 
Science 
Oladimeji Olatunbosun - Dhahran, Saudi Arabia - King’s College 
London, England - Law 
Quincy Oldland - Toronto, ON - Bishop’s University, QC - Computer 
Science 
Onyinyechukwu Onwuama - Dhahran, Saudi Arabia - Carleton 
University, ON - Science 
Jude Pachiorka - Regina, SK - University of British Columbia, BC - Fine 
Arts: Visual Arts 
Luke Parolin - Vancouver, BC - Bates College, ME - Liberal Arts & 
Science: Political Science & Economics 
Callum Patton - Brooks, AB - Brock University, ON - Sport Management 
Jackson Philipp - Wetaskiwin, AB - Northern Alberta Institute of 
Technology, AB - Automotive Technology 
Jack Pirie - Calgary, AB - Western University, ON - Engineering 
Settanan Plangsiri - Bangkok, Thailand - Mahidol University, Thailand - 
Medicine 
Janessa Pong - Hong Kong - University of California, CA - Life Sciences: 
Psychology 
Quinn Poseley - Vancouver, BC - University of Southern California, CA - 
Letters, Arts & Sciences: Political Science/Foreign Policy 
Bo Prachuabmoh - Bangkok, Thailand - University of Denver, CO - 
Business: Real Estate 
Cameron Purdy - Vancouver, BC - Queen’s University, ON - Arts: Film 
Studies 
Peter Quackenbush - Duncan, BC - University of Victoria, BC - Science 
Sahib Rakhra - Edmonton, AB - Applying to universities in Australia for 
Dentistry 
Sarah Richards - Mill Bay, BC - University of Victoria, BC - Science 
Hugh Rimmer - Duncan, BC - Taking a Gap year before proceeding to 
University of Victoria 
Atisha Roach Lloyd - Salt Spring Island, BC - University of Victoria, BC - 
Commerce 
Graeme Robertson - North Vancouver, BC - University of Waterloo, ON 
- Architectural Engineering 
Joe Robinson - Kobe, Japan - Camosun College, BC - Business 
Ray Robinson - Kobe, Japan - Camosun College, BC - Science 
Ben Rossouw - Duncan, BC - University of British Columbia, BC - 
Science: Cellular and Physiological Sciences 

Declan Sanders - Maple Bay, BC - University of Victoria, BC - Science 
Alex Scarrow - Victoria, British Columbia - University of Victoria, BC - 
Social Science 
Haley Schmitt - Los Altos Hills, CA - Northeastern University, MA - 
Business: Marketing Analytics 
Deklon Shadlock - Mill Bay, BC - Camosun College, BC - Business 
Mariia Shapovalova - Dnipro, Ukraine - Lynn University, FL - Liberal Arts 
& Science: Psychology 
Areeb Siddiqui - Al Khobar, Saudi Arabia - University of St Andrews, 
Scotland - Medicine 
Rida Siddiqui - Al Khobar, Saudi Arabia - University of Victoria, BC - 
Social Science 
Hallie Stewart - Mill Bay, BC - Dalhousie University, NS - Management 
Matthias Streblow - Calgary, AB - Queen’s University, ON - Commerce 
Michael Taciuk-Cabrolier - Edmonton, AB - University of Victoria, BC - 
Social Sciences 
Khalilah Tang - Parksville, BC - Huron College at Western University, ON 
- Social Sciences 
Alysia To - Hong Kong - Parsons, The New School of Design, NY - Fine 
Arts: Illustration 
Arnau Torrent - Barcelona, Spain - Applying to universities in Australia 
Jamie Trow - Salmon Arm, BC - Royal College of Surgeons, Ireland - 
Medicine 
Egor Ukraintsev - Rostov-on-Don, Russia - McGill University, QC - Arts 
Aatya Uppal - Surrey, BC - University of Toronto, ON - Science: 
Mathematical Physics 
Connor Walsh - West Vancouver, BC - Glion Institute of Higher 
Education, Switzerland-International Hospitality Business 
Rachel Walsh - Mill Bay, BC - University of Victoria, BC - Humanities: 
French & Hispanic Studies 
Kerry Wang - Vancouver, BC - Western University, ON - Kinesiology 
Justin Watt - Courtenay, BC - Western University, ON - Social Sciences: 
Economics & Honours Business Administration 
Rae Wheaton - Saskatoon, SK - University of Victoria, BC - Commerce 
Adelaide Whist - Pasadena, CA - Tufts University, MA - Fine Arts & 
Liberal Arts 
Elise Whist - Kamloops, BC - Taking a Gap year before proceeding to Le 
Cordon Bleu, England 
Thomas Willemyns - Hong Kong - University of Amsterdam, 
Netherlands - Political Science 
Felix Wilson - Mill Bay, BC - British Columbia Institute of Technology, BC 
- Mechanical Engineering 
Jessica Winfield - Cowichan Bay, BC - University of British Columbia, BC 
- Arts: International Relations 
Janey Woolls - Mill Bay, BC - University of Victoria, BC - Social Sciences 
Lynn Wu - Tainan, Taiwan - University of British Columbia, BC - 
Kinesiology 
Derek Yu - Taipei, Taiwan - Parsons, The New School of Design, NY - 
Fashion Design 
Kirstie Yuen - Singapore - Skidmore College, NY - Liberal Arts & 
Science 
Trinity Zdunich - Edinburgh, Scotland - University of Edinburgh, 
Scotland - International Relations and Law 
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It was the Spring 
of 2010 when the 
Art & Mary Jane 
Crooks Hall first 
opened its doors 
and became the 
new hub of campus 
life, replacing the 
decades-old 
cafeteria in the now 
non-existent 
“Old Block”. 

While the building is an 
architectural triumph 
in sustainable design, 
functionality and its modern 
Westcoast aesthetic, Crooks 
Hall is so much more than 
just “a building”. It is home 
to our dining hall, McNeill’s 
Cafe, Food Services, 
Laundry & Housekeeping, 
and IT teams, as well as our 
busy School Store, and our 
Business & Entrepreneurship 
classes. It is a vibrant and 
relaxed gathering place for 
students and staff, for formal 
meetings of the Student 
Executive Council and the 

Board of Governors, for Old 
Brentonians to gather during 
their reunions, for an excellent 
espresso, for social events, 
and much, much more. With 10 
years under its belt, and many 
more to go, we simply can’t 
imagine Brentwood without 
Crooks Hall.  

“Abundant gifts of time, talent, 
tenacity and philanthropy 
supported our dream of 
building a new heart on the 
south campus. Our vision 
was an inviting university 
style dining hall attached 
to a fun student services 
centre, with spaces to connect 
and learn, surrounded 
by beautiful gardens 
overlooking Brentwood’s 
oceanside window on the 
world. We aspired to - and 
achieved - a LEED Gold 
sustainable complex. To the 
Crooks, McNeill, Campbell/
Zell/Pigeon, Livingstone 
and Saville families, Ward 
Phillips, Richard Osler, Ross 
McDonald, the outstanding 
campus team, an army of 
consultants and trades, and 
so many others, heartfelt 
thanks.”

Andrea Pennells, 
Head of School, 2000-2012

crooks hall
turns 10
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Hundreds of Old Brentonians enjoy 
the Reunion Gala Dinner each 
Summer in Crooks Hall

The “Old Block” and cafeteria

Students perform at the annual 
Java Hut in Crooks Hall



Brentwood achieved another 
important milestone during the 
2019-20 School year - a 50 year 
anniversary of the School’s first 
student leadership group, the 
Student Advisory Council. 

“In the fall of 1969, David Mackenzie asked Bill 
Ross and Nick Prowse to establish a committee 
to investigate the need for an increased role for 
the students in the administration of the school. 
The result was the setting up of a Student 
Advisory Council under the sponsorship of Bill 
Ross and the chairmanship of grade eleven 
student, Tim Collinge, to advise the Headmaster 
on student affairs. Council members were 
elected by each grade in each residence...
student input was encouraged and listened to, 
resulting in changes to the allotment of weekend 
leaves and Sunday dress regulations.” 
Excerpt from Kindled from the Ashes by 
Nicholas R. B. Prowse

Over the years, this group has evolved into what 
is now the “Student Executive Council”, selected 
with input from the student body. For the first 
time ever, the 2020-21 SEC will formally include a 
representative from OMNI - Brentwood’s LGBTQ+ 
and allied student group. 

50 years
of student
leadership

Brentwood’s first Student Advisory Council, 1969-70, 
with faculty sponsor Bill Ross (top left)

2019-20 Head Prefect and SEC leader Oladimeji Olatunbosun 
congratulates Keaton Heisterman with Mr. Patel; SEC members 
are responsible for leading weekly assemblies in the theatre, 
giving updates and announcements on all aspects of school life, 
and acknowledging groups and individuals for their achievements



BRENTWOOD ARCHIVES 
 
In the Spring of 2019, Brentwood embarked on a new project to create and organize a functional Archival space in the Centre for 
Arts & Humanities building on campus. This included welcoming professional Archivist, Paul Washington, to our team on a part-
time basis. Paul will be leading the development of this space in partnership with the Brentwood Advancement & Alumni Relations 
office. 
 
Our goal is to have a functional Archives in place well before our School’s centenary in 2023. There is much work to be done and 
we will provide ongoing updates to the Brentwood community on the progress of this exciting and important project (including 
accessioning and volunteer opportunities) that will help us stay connected to our past as we look to the future.       

ABOUT PAUL WASHINGTON 
 
Paul holds a Master of Archival Studies from UBC, a Master of Library and Information 
Studies from UBC, and a Master of Arts in Canadian History from the University of Toronto. 
He is currently a Government Records Archivist with the BC Archives in Victoria, in 
addition to his new part-time role at Brentwood. Paul attended Brentwood for a short time 
in the early 1960s and lives locally in Mill Bay, BC. 
 
Archival inquiries and questions about this project 
can be directed to: archives@brentwood.bc.ca 
 
Or visit our website for more info: 
www.brentwood.bc.ca/alumni/archives/

archivesupdate
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The siren song of the “Musical” has drawn 
faculty and students over the past fifty 
years to the creaking boards of the old 
auditorium and now the state of the art 
Killy Theatre in the T. Gil Bunch Centre. 
Four artistic directors have established, 
over that time, the “Brentwood stamp”, 
a tradition of excellence, an expectation 
that the cast and crew not just put on a 
show, but aspire to one’s personal best. 

John Queen lit the torch with the first of 
his six productions of Gilbert and Sullivan, 
the Pirates of Penzance, and it blazed 
through the T. Gil Bunch era of American 
classics: Damn Yankees, Oklahoma, Guys 
and Dolls, Hello Dolly, and The Boyfriend, 
his friend maestro Robert Cooper, “in 
the pit”. Keith Digby picked up the flame, 
challenging students with such shows 
as The King and I, My Fair Lady, and 
Fiddler on the Roof and, on the shoulders 
of those three giants, I have directed, 
supported by a dedicated and talented 
creative team, twenty-two companies of 
students on their journeys to success. 
This past production of Spamalot in 
February, 2020 marked Brentwood’s 
fiftieth musical. 

The first day of musical theatre class 
is always exciting. In a large circle of 
musical enthusiasts of varying talents 
are the actors, dancers and singers who 
have signed up to begin a long and 
challenging train ride. There are ‘old 
hands’ and ‘newbies’; some who know 
that the journey to success will be filled 
with setbacks and trials; some who have 

no idea what is in store. From the first 
read through to the final performance, 
through hours, days, weeks, months 
of rehearsals, they must build a sense 
of community and commitment, with 
one artistic purpose: to bring to life, a 
story, peopled by characters of their 
own creation. They will infuse their 
performances with such believability, 
that an audience will be able to project 
themselves into that world on stage. 

For a production to succeed, we learn 
to work together. There is no room for 
stars. They will sing notes they thought 
they could not reach; push their bodies 
to learn complex choreography; they will 
be encouraged to overcome stumbling 
blocks, until they have gelled into an 
ensemble of proficient and passionate 
performers. For those few short incredibly 
intense moments on stage, they will have 
been a part of something beautiful: a 
company. 

In any live stage performance, there is 
always the risk of failure in emotionally 
and physically committing to playing 
one’s character. Yes, we foster artistic 
talents and grow them; yes, being in a 
musical allows students to learn and 
practice their craft to the highest possible 
standard. The experience, though, 
becomes a platform for so much more, 
allowing them to see the world through 
someone else’s eyes; affecting positive 
change in themselves, and testing their 
own mettle and nerve. To borrow words 
from Oscar Wilde, being on stage is the 

“most immediate way in which a human 
being can share with another, the sense 
of what it is to be human”. 

Edna Widenmaier, Staff 
(1990 - present)
Director of Arts
    
The First Show

I was appointed to the Faculty at 
Brentwood in 1969, by then Headmaster, 
David Mackenzie. David was an ardent 
fan of Gilbert and Sullivan and dearly 
wanted his school to include their works 
in its curriculum. I had already directed 
several G & S operettas at my first school 
in England. Previously, I had played in 
these works as a student and thoroughly 
enjoyed them.  The first show was Pirates 
of Penzance and I got a great deal of 
support from Ivor Ford, Tony and Yvonne 
Carr and many other Faculty members. 
Brentwood was an all-boys school at that 
time so I had to enlist girls from Queen 
Margarets and Strathcona. As we had 
no musicians on staff at that time, I had 
to teach the cast all the music as well 
as do the stage direction and drama 
side of things. For the performances, 
we enlisted the help of the organist 
from Christchurch Cathedral in Victoria - 
another G & S enthusiast. He played for 
the performances on a rented theatre 
organ. We managed to pull it off and that 
marked the start of the musical theatre 
tradition at Brentwood. Everything 
improved when we got Bob Cooper on 

50 years
OF MUSICALS
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2014 Fiddler on the Roof 1981 Guys and Dolls

2000 The Merry Widow 2018 West Side Story

1978 HMS Pinafore 2008 Beauty and the Beast

2012 Les Miserables 2018 West Side Story 
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1983 Hello Dolly

1995 Oklahoma 1970 Pirates of Penzance
1977 In One Year and 
Out the Other

2017 Mary Poppins

1988 The King and I

1972 HMS Pinafore

1995 Oklahoma
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board for the later productions and then 
had a full orchestra for the show. I am very 
proud to have been the founder of musical 
theatre at Brentwood. 

John Queen, Staff (1969-present)
Emeritus Faculty
 
Playing the role of Emile de Decque in the 
Brentwood musical showcase of South 
Pacific gave me a safe place to explore, to 
make mistakes, and to overcome my fear. 
The level of excellence Mrs. Widenmaier 
and her team strove for was a reflection of 
the real world demands musicals can put on 
young actors and singers. This experience 
allowed me to test my grit and mettle as 
a performing artist. It would become 
the foundation on which I have built my 
musical career.  

Clifton Murray, Rogers ‘98
Singer, The Tenors 

How can so many years have flown 
since we performed these musicals at 
Brentwood? 

In 2020, it is especially poignant to 
recall the buzz of the orchestra, cheerful 
audience, colour of sets, costumes and the 
burst of dance numbers, dialogue, songs 
and choruses under the direction of our 
remarkably skilled and passionate teachers. 
Even in the old auditorium, Brentwood 
musicals felt professional-grade, but our 
scrappiness was part of the magic. People 
were plucked from the sports field to fill the 
stage. My brother, a rugby winger, played 
the father to my character Sarah Brown and 
tenderly sang “More I Cannot Wish You”. 
There were onstage fumbles and clever 
improvisations. Carefree, we could not 
have dreamed that a virus would restrict 
these joys. In hindsight, the gift of musicals 
is ever more clear as we now, in the larger 
scheme, are being called to act in unison. 

Erin Thrall ‘82
Singer, Concert Producer and Advocate 
for the Arts in Health

Brentwood’s “shows” were legendary to me 
from the moment I saw my brothers Phillip 
and Peter perform together in The Mikado 
in 1975. I was 11. During my own Brentwood 
years (1979 – 82) I was beside myself when I 
won the part of “a Cowboy” in Oklahoma in 
Grade 10, followed by Nicely Nicely Johnson 
in Guys and Dolls for grade 11 and then 
Marco Palmieri opposite Malcolm Smith’s 
Giuseppe Palmieri in The Gondoliers. 
Malcolm later denied the world his formal 
musical talents by choosing law…whereas I 
continued on in music. He and I did reunite 
years later to participate in the opening of 
the Gil Bunch Theatre singing our duet from 
the Gondoliers!. During my first year out of 
high school in 1983 I was also invited to sing 
Nanki Poo in The Mikado (my first pro gig!). 

The old theatre underneath the dining hall 
became our stomping ground (choir and 
the musicals). Thanks to Gil Bunch, Bob 
Cooper and John Queen, magic occurred 
in that hallowed space. We were inspired 
to see beyond our humble surroundings 
finding ourselves singing in the corn fields 
of Oklahoma, dancing in the streets of New 
York and gracing the canals of Venice. The 
musicals became our collective imaginary 
playground: our whole universe. They 
brought together artists and athletes, high 
achievers and complex visionaries! Those 
shows helped make it easier to function in 
the world we find ourselves in today. As Gil 
would always said in reference to our eyes 
being the pathway to the soul, “Turn ‘em 
on!”

Benjamin Butterfield ‘82
Head of Voice
School of Music, Faculty of Fine Arts  
University of Victoria
 

1977 In One Year and 
Out the Other

1998 South Pacific
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“From Hand to Hand” embodies the philosophy 
of interpersonal relationships that are cultivated at 
Brentwood. The end of the 2020 school year is an 

indication of just how this motto manifests itself, not 
only in the student body, but also in the staff that, 
in many respects, have lived and breathed life on 
campus for much of their careers. This year we say 

goodbye to two very special members of our family 
and recognize the retirement last year of one of 
Brentwood’s longest serving members of staff.”

VALETE
RETIREMENTS 2020
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For the past 23 years, Peggy has been, as 
Mrs. Widenmaier describes, “the Queen of 
Ceramics” at our school. As a professional 
potter, she provided positive and practical 
teachings to generations of Brentonians. 
It is not surprising that pottery was one of 
our most desired arts options. 

The kinaesthetic nature of having your 
hands in clay attracted a diverse group 

of students including many of our finest 
athletes. Before it became a common 21st 
century educational concept, her willing-
ness to personalize the experience for 
each child and allow them to demonstrate 
their learning has separated her from 
others. 

During her time with us, she also sup-
ported our Learning Centre and was a duty 

staff member in both Allard and Rogers. 

Peggy is a proud Brentwood mom to 
Conor, Rogers ‘10 and joins her husband 
in retirement. We look forward to her con-
tinued connection with the school. 
Thank you, Peggy! 

PEGGY 
ELMES

FACULTY 1997 - 2020
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I’ll miss seeing Ms Elmes in the pottery studio and her 
giving me a judging look whenever I try and sneak 
through to go to handbuilt pottery with Mrs Luna. I 
also will never forget how patient and adapting she 
was to me struggling a lot with throwing clay on the 
wheel, letting me do my own project in order to pass 
the class. I will definitely miss you, Ms Elmes! Thank 
you for being such an amazing teacher to everyone, 
including myself.

Alysia To, OB ‘20

There are too many memories to single out one!! Every 
time I had Key class, Miss Elmes and Ms Flynn were 
my rocks through the hard times. Thank you so much 
for pushing me to be better in self advocacy and self 
confidence. Both of you helped make me the man I am 
today, and I’m so grateful to have you in my life. Thank 
you again! Key class of 2016! Block A!

Louis Barry, OB ‘16

Hello Ms Elmes! You were always one of my favourite 
teachers at Brentwood, and your pottery class helped 
keep me sane when I was stressed or going through 
all the unexpected obstacles of life. I miss the pottery 
room, your encouragement, and all our little side 
conversations about life. I hope you are keeping well 
and that your retirement is everything you want it to 
be! All the best for the future. 

Charlotte Bebb, OB ‘17

I have many very happy memories about Peggy, so I 
will highlight two which I believe epitomize her as an 
educator and an incredibly empathetic person. I fondly 
remember watching Peggy work with a particularly 
“difficult” student who, once they understood their 
creative potential, was able to leverage that newfound 
confidence into their other endeavours. I asked that 
student when they graduated who had influenced 
them the most and the answer was, unequivocally, 
Peggy. That student had a wonderful career at 
Brentwood and I believe that Peggy was a catalyst in 
helping that student take a big leap forward in their 
development. I am sure there are many past students 
who have similar memories of Peggy’s patient, kind, 
firm and nurturing encouragement. 

The other memory was one I particularly appreciated. 
If Peggy felt that something needed attention at the 
School, she had absolutely no concerns about coming 
to chat with me about it, and frankly, her assessment 
was almost always spot on. As a result of her input and 
critique, we were able to tweak our practices so that 
they would benefit the students, which was always the 
end result Peggy was most interested in. I wish Peggy 
the very best in her well deserved retirement and I send 
my and Andrea’s best wishes for her next chapter.

Marius Felix - OB, Staff  2001-2019

Carpe Argillum 
by Peggy Elmes

All I ever talk about is 
pottery as you all know, 
and today will not be any 
different. Today I want you 
to think about the lessons 
that clay can teach us.

We often talk about the importance 
of resilience - the ability to come 
back and even thrive after going 
through a journey of tough times 
and difficult circumstances.

Let’s look at clay as an example of 
resilience. Clay starts out at the top of 
a mountain as a rock. It is strong, gets 
a great view, it is peaceful up there. 
What could possibly go wrong? 

All the weathering and erosion begin 
and what was once a proud rock 
sitting on top of the world starts to 
slowly move down the mountain. It 
breaks down, it changes, and finally 
it ends up as a big puddle of mud - 
about as low as you can get. Then 
a potter comes along and digs it up. 
Great, a rescue! 

Not so, things only get worse.

The potter takes it and slams it, 
squishes it, spins it around to form 
it and then once it looks right, even 
more insult. That poor piece of 
clay gets put into a kiln and goes 
through extreme heat for hours 
on end. Then, after all that, it has 
changed: it has become like rock 
again. It has become a piece of 
pottery, and what we all like about 
beautiful pieces of pottery is that 
they serve.  

What makes Brentwood such a 
life-changing place is that every-
body is part of an interconnected 
web of serving others. You expe-
rience it every day. Your parents 
serve your needs by providing you 
with an exceptional opportunity to 
be here and I thank them for the 
privilege of teaching their children.

Your teachers and leaders serve to 
ensure you have a great educational 
experience and everything else that 
goes along with Brentwood … which 
is pretty fabulous!

All of the nurses serve us by keep-
ing us healthy in body and soul - 
and I thank them.

Student leaders serve by making sure 
you have a voice, and I thank them, 
especially all of the Pottery Captains 
through the years who helped make 
the studio the best place on campus 
… and kept me in line!

Houseparents serve by providing 
you with that anchor, that home 
away from home - and I thank them.

I thank all the office staff who keep 
us all organized. The service of all 
the people who take care of us in 
the dining hall, laundry, and gardens 
plus the maintenance and cleaning 
crews have my utmost gratitude.

Students serve each other by being 
kind and inclusive and I thank them 
for looking out for each other.

So remember, while you are at 
Brentwood, and beyond, try to be 
resilient and take every opportu-
nity to be like a beautiful piece of 
pottery. 

Be like a beautiful piece of pottery 
and ask yourself, how can I serve?

Farewell, Peggy Elmes
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2003

Jennie O’Connor, Andrea Felix and Peggy

2011 in the studio

2003

2014

Memories with Peggy Elmes (cont’d)

2005 pink wigs, breast cancer support

2009

during Quarantine

with Wilson Huang in 2006
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Honouring Joanne McKay

On September 7, 1969, Joanne McKay 
started a journey culminating in her 
becoming one of Brentwood’s longest 
serving members of staff. Her time at the 
School has seen her bridge a political 
dynasty as Canada’s Prime Minister at the 
time was a Trudeau, Pierre the father of our 
current one, Justin. Last year after 50 years 
of service to the School, Joanne decided 
that maybe it was time to hang up her night 
shift card. 

For those 50 years, a lifetime by any 
measure, she was a constant and steadying 
presence on campus as she plied her trade 
as the night shift custodian. Joanne is the 
only employee to have worked with the four 
Heads of School at the Mill Bay campus and 
she, without a doubt, has stories about them 
all! Her dedication to her work, carried out 
humbly and without fanfare, is laudable. 
Work that made a difference in the lives 
of all the students and staff who passed 
through the Brentwood gates. 

Joanne’s job was one that did not lend itself 
to fanfare and it was not something that she 
expected nor desired. She is a legend and 
a living archive of Brentwood stories and 
tales.

We all benefited from her years of service 
and can only wish her the best in retirement 
while letting her know that her presence on 
campus will be missed. We will never fully 
appreciate all she did behind the scenes to 
ensure the school was always the best that it 
could be no matter what the circumstances.

Thank you Joanne, from all your colleagues 
and from the countless students whose lives 
you made better. Thank you also to husband, 
Don and son, Shane for sharing Joanne with 
us. Enjoy your horses and please put your 
feet up! 

JOANNE 
MCKAY

STAFF 1969 - 2020

Her coworkers (all male in more recent 
years) had a nickname for Joanne. They 
called her ‘gibbles’ because she had a 
hitch in her walk due to her bad knee. 
They say she also loved hamburgers with 
french fries and frequented the local 
A&W regularly for her evening dinner. 

Trying to scare Jo while she was working 
was a regular occurrence, but she wasn’t 
easily scared, unless it was in the old 
academic block where there were spirits 
that visited the janitors quite regularly. 
Made the hair on the back of her neck 
stand up!
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Brentwood’s distinctive tripartite program and 
schedule is designed to provide students with a 
timetable that leads to unrivalled opportunities.

The fact that students choose Brentwood is 
what makes this place so special. Because 
when a student truly wants to be here, and 
they’re surrounded by a family of like-minded 
friends and supporters, we believe they can 
choose to be . . . anything.

Find out why students from over 40 countries choose Brentwood for their high school education
Co-ed  |  Boarding  |  Grades 8-12  |  Mill Bay  |  BC  |  Canada  |  www.brentwood.ca  | admissions@brentwood.ca



44 : THE BRENTONIAN : 2020

Wow... Brentwood without your 
smile and grace is unimaginable. 
Saying you’ll be missed seems like an 
understatement, take care Ms Wendy 
wishing you all the best!!

Lulu Jama, Allard ‘19

Wendy: you certainly were a big part of 
my year at Brentwood and remained so 
in the visits over the years since!

David Calder - OB ‘96

Wonderful. When Steve and I were in 
Ellis house there was lots of fun and 
joking with the laundry ladies both with 
staff and students and some students 
were greatly helped in various ways by 
the Laundry staff. They were so much 
part of the school, did great work, and 
were always so ready to help both 
students and staff.

June Wynne 

 

Obviously Wendy is a proud Brentwood 
family member but the ultimate 
moment for her was when her eldest 
granddaughter, Denise Roy, attended 
the School. It showed her Brentwood 
pride through three generations of 
her family. Wendy passed down her 
athletic genes to Denise who played 
rugby here at Brentwood. In Grade 10 
Denise and her team were undefeated 
and went on to win provincials. She 
later played for Rugby Canada. 

It takes amazing staff like Wendy to 
make Brentwood such a special place. 
During her career here, this Mom of 
Brentwood has taken care of all of our 
students, staff and parents and she 
leaves with many, many stories about 
our wonderful school. Her smiling 
face, her music, her costumes and her 
knowledge will be missed. 

On behalf of the Brentwood Family, 
Wendy, I would like to thank you for 
all you have given us for the last 31 
years and wish you all the best as you 
move on to what lies ahead. I know 
Brentwood will always be a part of you.

Tom Shadlock - Director of Operations 
1998- present

Farewell 
by Wendy Haslam

All you students, not me, are 
the center of attention when 
you come into the laundry, so 
bear with me.

Where has the time gone? During my 31 
years at Brentwood I worked under three 
Heads of School. Mr Bill Ross - love that 
man - brought honour and respect to 
Brentwood. Mrs Andrea Pennells was our 
first female Head of School at Brentwood - 
way to go Mrs Pennells. Finally, there is Mr 
Bud Patel - what can I say - a kid at heart. 
Without Mr Patel wearing his suit and tie 
you would never think he was the Head 
of the School, but rather a Brentwood 
student.

Work at Brentwood started for me in Oc-
tober 1989. I was a spare in the laundry 
room. I had to cover for my best friend, 
Chris Nelson, while she was on maternity 
leave; later on Chris was my boss. What 
a great boss she was.

We did not have computer technology 
back then. Every single article had to be 
named by hand. All your personal cloth-
ing - even your socks and underwear. 
You have to realize back then there was 
no sock and underwear bags. How the 
times have changed.

You may not know it but we do an aver-
age of 2000 pounds of laundry each day. 
So the word of advice for all you grads 
and students out there who are leaving 
now or in the near future, do not complain 
about doing your 20 pounds of laundry 
throughout the week. You could be doing 
2000 pounds of laundry!

The laundry room was classified as the 
hub of the campus. Just follow the music 
they would say, the laundry room was 
always rockin’. You might not come in 

with a smile, but we would make darn 
sure you leave with a smile on.

We were also known to have the best 
display of costumes for Halloween. My 
favourite year was being Eddie from 
“The Monsters”. That was a sight to see, 
Mr Felix and I side by side.  

I remember some memorable students 
who became famous when they left 
Brentwood. Lucas Ridinger was one of 
our finest rowers. The ladies in the laun-
dry will never forget Lucas appearing 
for his tuxedo fitting for grad that year. 
Lucas being just about six feet tall - and 
remember how fit rowers are. Lucas 
emerged from the fitting room in just a 
bow tie, suspenders and trousers. How 
do I look, Lucas asked? What can I say? 
One of my favorite photographs was 
with Clifton Murray who became one of 
the great Canadian Tenors. When The 
Tenors would perform locally in Victo-
ria, Clifton would always try to make an 
appearance at Brentwood in the laundry 
room. That was lovely.

Last but not least is Marco Rusconi. 
Marco came into the laundry with his 
big smile and big dreams. His big dream 
was to become a pilot for the Snow-
birds, which he succeeded in doing. Our 
thoughts are with him at this time with 
the devastating crash of his fellow pilot 
a few months ago.

To my co-workers in the laundry: it has 
been a blast. So many memories have 
been made throughout my 31 years 
working in the laundry. Memorable mo-
ments from sewing up teacher’s sleeves 
shirts, to water fights, to making a scenic 
view non-existent for Andy Rodford.
Most of all, I remember the many 
friendships made through the staff and 
students at Brentwood. I may never 
see most of Brentwood again, but I will 
always remember.

Think big and stay true to yourself.
Thank you. Ms Wendy Haslam
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Since 1989, Wendy has met 7000 students, 
passed through our gates over 10,000 
times, and helped launder 12 million tons 
of clothing! A lifetime of work for anybody. 
But Wendy is not anybody. Her upbeat, 
positive, and yes, diminutive presence 
lifted our spirits for 31 years. 

Wendy played an important role in our fa-
cility shift from the old laundry space in the 

basement of Privett House to its current 
location in Crooks Hall. Like the rest of her 
team, she was buoyed by engaging with 
the students, dressing up for Halloween, 
and having plenty of laughs - often at my 
expense. 

Even though her 4’10” stature makes her 
grade 8 worthy, the hole that she leaves in 
our hearts is infinite. 

As one of our longest serving staff mem-
bers, Wendy, we salute your dedication, 
loyalty, and service. You will be missed 
AND you will also always be a Brentonian. 

Thank you Wendy!

WENDY 
HASLAM

STAFF 1989 - 2020
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With Clifton Murray

With the team2003, Sumo Wrestlers

With Marius Felix

2012, Toy Story

2010, Bugs

Memories with Wendy Haslam (cont’d)
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While sitting in the Alumni Relations office in early February, thinking about how 
to make the Alumni Tent extra special for Brentwood’s 50th Regatta Weekend, 
my colleague Tracy turned to me and said, “What if we have to cancel the event 
this year because of the virus?” to which I immediately replied, “that will never 
happen”. Just a few weeks later, we found ourselves cancelling not only the 
much-anticipated Regatta, but every other alumni event we had planned for the 
foreseeable future, including events in California, Toronto, New York, and the 
Summer Reunion Weekend on campus. A couple of weeks after making the 
cancellations, I was packing up my office plants and laptop, and saying goodbye 
to my co-workers.  
 
As an event planner and a Mom, the idea of not knowing what’s going to happen 
next and not having all the answers, is both scary and frustrating. As someone 

who loves being around people (it’s the thing I love most about my job), the thought of isolating ourselves from friends 
and family was even more frustrating and depressing. Throw in a world full of civil unrest, economic disparity exposed 
by the pandemic, and well...I’d be lying if I said I was “making the best” of things. I was sad, angry, and feeling sorry for 
myself and everyone else.  
 
But a turning point happened when stories began to pour in of our alumni helping on the front lines, behind the scenes, 
in their local communities and from their home offices...Carien Smit ‘12, a Doctor in England, risking her own health for 
the many patients who need her, musician Matt Masters ‘93 bringing live music to neighbourhoods on the streets of 
Calgary, Laura McCarthy ‘04 using money from her own grocery budget to deliver supplies to First Nations elders here 
in Cowichan, and so many more stories of selflessness and service. Along with the support of my own family, these 
stories helped pull me out of my slump. Most of all, witnessing the gratitude and humility of the Graduating Class of 
2020 in what should have been the best year of their lives so far, had the most powerful effect on me.  
 
Marius Felix ‘77 wrote this message to the Class of 2020 on Brentonian Connect, which I think says it perfectly: 
“Becoming a Brentwood graduate is a massive privilege that carries with it a great deal of responsibility. Your life work 
begins now and I encourage you to embrace the opportunities ahead with enthusiasm, determination, integrity, and 
above all, humility.” For decades, our Old Brentonians have done just that. Our COVID-19 Alumni Recognition nominees, 
and our students, are the proof. 
 
To our alumni, our donors, our staff, our parents, and most of all, our students, thank you for inspiring me to think better 
thoughts, to do better deeds, and to be a better person. I can’t wait to see you (in person) again, while knowing we’ve 
been here for each other all along. 
 
De Manu in Manum.

alumniupdate

/brentwoodalumni                                /OldBrentonians                            Brentwood College School

Amy Weinberg ‘05 
ALUMNI RELATIONS MANAGER
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career MENTORSHIP

As Brentwood’s Career 
Education and Mentorship 
Programs continue to evolve, 
the addition of a career 
“Speaker Series” brought a 
new element to the 2019-20 
school year and created more 
opportunities for students 
to connect with alumni from 
a diversity of backgrounds. 
Each speaker event focused 
on a specific theme, with 
alumni/parent guests invited, 

as panelists, to speak about their “Career Curve” and was moderated by 
our fantastic Assistant Head Prefect - Academics, Amelia Hadfield.  
 
A special “Faculty Focus Groups” event, just for Grade 12s, took place in 
November, wherein several alumni/parent speakers gave presentations 
on the faculty they received their degree(s) in, and what future careers 
look like in these disciplines. This was followed by a networking lunch 
which resulted in several new mentoring matches. 
 
Our final event was another successful Careers Week in early Spring, 
with more than 50 alumni returning to campus for Careers Day and the 
2nd Annual Brentonian Connect Weekend.  
 
Despite the unexpected turn of events related to COVID-19, students 
continued to build connections with mentors remotely, thanks to our 
Brentonian Connect digital platform. Students capitalized on these 
opportunities by asking mentors for feedback on resumes and seeking 
out summer volunteer and employment opportunities. We look forward 
to another year as we continue to grow our Career Education and 
Mentorship Programs.

Jessica Beausoleil
University Counsellor, 
Career Education Program Coordinator

CAREER EDUCATION: A YEAR 
IN REVIEW

1 Megan Stone ‘97, Brendan Hodge ‘03 and Kendra 
Stoner ‘13 were guest panelists at the “Connecting the 
Dots: Brentwood & Beyond” career event, moderated 
by Amelia Hadfield ‘20

2 ”Somebody Does That! Weird & wonderful jobs that 
you didn’t know existed” was an exciting new event 
that explored niche jobs and careers

3 Our “Somebody Does That!” panelists; (from left) 
fine art & portrait photographer Jock McDonald ‘79, 
biotechnology executive Juan Harrison (parent), full 
spectrum doula Laura McCarthy ‘04, and avalanche 
technician Graham Zell ‘06

4 Jock McDonald ‘79 dropped into the photography 
studio to talk with our budding photographers about his 
lengthy career in the industry

5 Our ”Faculty Focus Group” speakers who spoke to 
our Grade 12s about university programs and careers; 
(from left) Beatrice Bate (Stockdale) ‘85, David Medler 
‘86, Mollie Green ‘15, John Boehme (parent), Natalie 
Carr ‘11, Harrison Pokrandt ‘13 and Greig Walsh ‘91

6 David Medler ‘86, Assistant Teaching Professor and 
Undergraduate Psychology Advisor at UVic, prepares 
for his workshop with the students

7 Beatrice Bate (Stockdale) ‘85, chats with budding 
lawyers Amelia Hadfield ‘20, Jayden Jung ‘20 and 
Ashley Ciambrelli ‘20, about her path to becoming a 
trial lawyer

career
EVENTS
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old brentonian AWARDS

Brad attended Brentwood from grade 
9 to 12, graduating in 1983. He joined 
the Canadian Forces Militia as an 

Infantryman/“Piper” with the Calgary Highlanders Scottish Regiment 
while attending the University of Calgary where he graduated with a 
BA (Honours) in Forensic Psychology in 1988. In 1984 he transferred 
to the Naval Reserves and in 1987, enrolled as a full-time Regular 
Force Naval officer serving on both coasts. While aboard HMCS 
Terra Nova during the first Gulf War, he was granted an extremely 
rare occupation transfer request to pursue his dream of flying in 
the Air Force and commenced pilot training in 1991. After Wings 
graduation, he remained in Moose Jaw as an instructor.  
 
In 1996 Brad was posted to 4 Wing Cold Lake and flew the CF-188 
Hornet and the T-33 Silver Star. In 1998 he was selected for an 
exchange with the United States Air Force (USAF) in San Antonio, 
Texas and taught USAF instructor pilots how to teach flying. He 
returned to Canada in 2002 as a Subject Matter Expert in the NATO 
Flying Training in Canada project. In 2007, he was posted to 436 
Tactical Transport Squadron in Trenton where he flew the CC130 

Hercules and CC130J Super Hercules. He completed four combat 
tours in Afghanistan and deployed the first Canadian CC130J into 
a combat theatre while serving as the Commanding Officer of the 
Tactical Airlift Unit at Kandahar Air Field. 
 
He returned to Ottawa in 2013 as an Expeditionary Operations 
Desk Officer responsible for Afghanistan, Kosovo, and Cypress. In 
2014, he was selected to attend Joint Command and Staff Program 
41 where he completed a Masters of Defence Studies at the 
Canadian Forces College in Toronto and was promoted to the rank 
of Lieutenant Colonel. He was selected by the RCAF to become 
the 20th Commanding Officer of 431 Air Demonstration Squadron, 
the “Snowbirds” on July 9, 2015 at 15 Wing Moose Jaw. In July 2017, 
Brad returned to Canadian Joint Operations Command Centre 
as the Deputy Director Joint Forces Air Component Commander 
Coordination Element for both Commanders of CJOC and Canadian 
Special Operational Forces Command (CANSOFCOM).  
 
Brad retired from the RCAF in September of 2019.

On Saturday, February 29th, 2020, during the Second 
Annual Brentonian Connect Weekend, over 700 
Brentwood students, alumni, parents, faculty, staff and 
friends gathered in the Foote Athletic Centre’s Wheaton 
Gym to recognize three special alumni. The Fifth Annual 
Old Brentonian Awards Reception was preceded by 
a morning of career exploration for our students who 
enjoyed their careers day talks and a careers fair. After 
formally thanking our 20 careers day speakers, we 
honoured the following three alumni as the recipients of 
this year’s Old Brentonian Awards, nominated by alumni 
and selected by our Old Brentonians Executive group of 
volunteers.

Christopher Martini ‘92, Virginia Reynolds ‘11 and Brad Wintrup ‘83 
with Head of School, Bud Patel, receiving their Old Brentonian Awards 

during the ceremony in the Foote Athletic Centre.

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
Recognizes an Old Brentonian for distinguished lifetime career achievements 

and/or service to society..

D. Brad Wintrup (Privett 1983)) 
 

2020 Honourees
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Virginia is a Social Worker in Surrey, 
British Columbia. She currently works for 
Correctional Health Services based out 

of the Surrey Pretrial Centre. Virginia holds a Bachelor of Social Work 
from the University of Regina and is currently working on her Masters 
of Social Work Degree from the University of Dalhousie. Her thesis is 
titled “Best Practices of Opioid Agonist Therapy in the Criminal Justice 
System”.  Virginia was recently involved with the BOOST Collaborative; 
an initiative funded through the BC Centre for Excellence in HIV/AIDS. 
The collaborative was a year long project to help improve opioid agonist 
treatment retention in the lower mainland. The goal of the project was 
to engage people with opioid use disorder into seeking care and 
treatment. Prior to working for Correctional Health Services, Virginia 
worked in Child Protection and on a community mental health team in 
Regina, Saskatchewan for several years.

Through Virginia’s work at the Surrey Pretrial Centre, she coordinates 
the Community Transition Team; an initiative aimed at safely 

transitioning offenders currently struggling with opioid addiction back 
into the community. The goal of this program is to prevent overdose 
and help those who have been heavily exposed to the criminal justice 
system with the challenges of getting on a healthier path. Since the 
rise of the opioid crisis in British Columbia, the province has seen an 
overwhelming surge of opioid-related deaths. Of those deaths, two-
thirds were released from a custody facility within the prior month. The 
Community Transition Team works with individuals newly released 
from jail for approximately 30 days post-release, helping them connect 
with physicians, pharmacies, and other recovery supports. Virginia 
also provides mental health screening for offenders coming in and 
out of both Surrey and North Fraser Pretrial Centres. She was recently 
honoured by her colleagues for having trained upwards of 500 
inmates in life-saving Naloxone protocol.

Virginia hopes to spread awareness of the need for more mental 
health and addiction services within the province. In her spare time, 
she enjoys working out, kick-boxing, and horseback riding.

Christopher is a writer/director/producer 
based out of New York. A child actor and 
NYU film graduate, Chris has worked for 

over twenty years in film production and as an editor. Chris’ films 
have played at over thirty film festivals, and won over 50 awards, 
including “Best Film” and “Best Director”.  
 
Chris’ award-winning short film, “The Stone Child,” was the winner of 
Chanel 13’s Reel Shorts contest and aired on PBS and Channel 13 in 
NYC. Chris wrote, directed and starred in his first feature, “Trooper,” 
winning multiple awards and a glowing review in the Huffington 
Post. Hailed by veterans of all wars, Chris is now self-distributing 
“Trooper” through Cinema-On-Demand, where it will be shown in 
theaters across the United States. “What the Night Can Do,” a 1.5 
million dollar feature, one of Chris’ latest films, was recently picked 

up for distribution by ITN and Mill Creek Entertainment.  
 
Chris has also produced projects for artist Stan Douglas, and 
the David Zwirner Gallery in NYC. “Luanda-Kinshasa,” a video 
installation, went on to receive great reviews in the New York Times 
and the Village Voice and was nominated for two International 
Association of Art Critics Awards. It has exhibited in major museums 
all over the world, including the Whitney. “Scenes from the 
Blackout,” a still photo exhibition, was an Official Selection at the 
2019 Venice Biennale. 
 
Chris is the owner of Triple Martini Productions, Inc. and a partner at 
MartiniCaruso Productions, Inc. in midtown Manhattan. He lives in 
Brooklyn, with his wife, Liz, and their dog, Stella.

OUTSTANDING BRENTONIAN AWARD
Recognizes an Old Brentonian for outstanding career achievements 

and/or for service to society.

Christopher Martini (Ellis 1992)

 

EXTRAORDINARY YOUNG BRENTONIAN AWARD
Recognizes an Old Brentonian, 35 years of age or younger, 

for significant career achievements and/or service to society.

Virginia Reynolds (Alex 2011) 
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brentonian
connect  
WEEKEND
Brentwood was thrilled to have even more alumni 
and special guests join us for the 2nd Annual 
Brentonian Connect Weekend from Feb 28 - Mar 1, 
2020. This special weekend was created and first 
delivered in 2019 with the goal of connecting Old 
Brentonians with today’s school while providing 
opportunities to work with current students, share 
career knowledge, network with other alumni, and 
experience everything that the Brentwood campus 
has to offer. Built around the school’s annual 
Careers Week, the weekend included:
Alumni Musical Theatre Night & After Party with the 
student cast and crew of Spamalot!

Careers Day, where alumni and parent speakers 
shared academic and career advice, in an 
interactive workshop setting, before setting up their 
tables for a Career Exploration Fair.
Old Brentonian Awards Ceremony & Careers Day 
Assembly with keynote speeches from our 5th 
Annual Alumni Award winners.

Dinner at the Head’s Residence - an intimate event 
for alumni to meet with our Head of School, catered 
by Hudson’s on First restaurant and presented by 
owner Andrea Flemming (Mack ‘00).

Sunday Brunch where student mentees and alumni 
mentors met face-to-face over breakfast.

 5

3

 1

4

2

6
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7

8

10

11 12

14

9

 13

1 Our incredible musical theatre team loved 
reconnecting with the alumni guests; from left: Heather 
Nightingale (hair and make-up), Edna Widenmaier 
(director), Sally Smith (costumes), Don Armitage 
(technical director), Lorraine Blake (choreography 
director) and Phil Newns (musical director)

2 Alumni and guests mingle with the cast and crew 
of Spamalot! in the McNeill Centre during the Alumni 
Musical Theatre night

3 University Counsellor, Jessica Beausoleil, and alumni 
speaker Ed Ross ‘94, during the morning breakfast and 
prep for Careers Day with student hosts

4 Tim Beckmann ‘88 shares what really goes into 
being a career actor during his Careers Day talk

5  Andrea Flemming ‘00 chats with students at her 
Careers Fair booth about her restaurant Hudson’s on 
First and life as a restaurateur

6 Careers Day Fun Didi Olatunbosun ‘20 and Desola 
Ogunlade ‘20 had a great time hosting Cst. Nicole 
Braithwaite (Hartwig) ‘05 and checking out her squad 
car

7 Students, staff, alumni and special guests gather in 
the Wheaton Gym for the Careers Day Assembly & Old 
Brentonian Awards

8 Chris Van Vliet ‘81 presents fellow pilot and 
snowbird, Brad Wintrup ‘83, with the Old Brentonian 
Lifetime Achievement award 

9 Steve Cowie presents Virginia Reynolds ‘11 with the 
Extraordinary Young Brentonian award

10 Pottery Captain Bob Bryden ‘20 presents the 
honourees with student-made ceramic pieces

11 Student Nathan Lopez ‘20 presents Chris 
Martini ‘92 with the Outstanding Brentonian 
Award

12 Philippa Berg ‘89, Tim Beckmann ‘88 and 
Peter Litherland ‘87 at the awards reception in the 
Field House 

13 Enjoying the Foote Centre climbing wall 
during the Alumni Sport Afternoon  

14 Brad Wintrup ‘83 met with his student 
mentees Alec D and Cooper J during the awards 
reception

15 Emeritus faculty members June & Steve 
Wynne and daughter Andrea Wynne ‘91 joined 
students and alumni for Sunday Brunch 

15
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careers WEEK
Careers Week at Brentwood 
continues to gain more and more 
excitement and “cool factor” 
each year, as a greater emphasis 
continues to be placed on career 
education and mentorship at the 
School. Sharing weekly “speaker 
reveals” leading up to Careers 
Day, at assemblies and via social 
media, had students positively 
fighting over who was going 
to get to host these incredible 
speakers. More than ever, we 
delved deeply into the alumni 
and parent pool to find guests 
who represented a diversity of 
careers, paths, and identities, in 
order to provide something truly 
useful, relatable, and inspiring 
for every student who attended 
Careers Day. What’s more, we 
really increased the pressure 
on our speakers to make their 
sessions more interactive, hands 
on and discussion-oriented, 
rather than traditional “lecture 
style” sessions. Boy, did they 
deliver!  

Group shot of this year’s 
Careers Day speakers and 
their student hosts.

Thank you to the following people who generously volunteered their time and career expertise to Careers Day 2020: 
Tim Beckman ‘88, Sarah Bell-Etkin ‘08, Philippa Berg ‘89, Nicole Braithwaite ‘05, Dominique Cassidy ‘12, Tom Dickens ‘05, 

Samantha Dutcyvich ‘13, Andrea Flemming ‘00, Cecily Grant ‘78, Suzanne Harrison (parent of Derek & Alanna), Ray Kim ‘08, 
Jaemok Lee ‘09, John Lefebvre (parent of Davis), Peter Litherland ‘87, Charles McDiarmid ‘74, Anna O’Malley ‘03, Ed Ross 

‘94, N. Paul Watson ‘69, Geoff Williams ‘92 & Tyler Wish ‘98..
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  1  4

Careers Day & Career Exploration Fair
February 29, 2020

1 Janessa Pong ‘20 and Alannah Guiney ‘20 were the student 
winners of Career Dress Up Day, for their “Animal Planet TV 
journalists” costumes

2 Engineer in Training, Samantha Dutcyvich ‘13, shares her career 
journey

3 Ray Kim ‘08, Program Manager at Microsoft Seattle, gave 
students the scoop on a day in the life of a Microsoft employee

4 Sarah Bell-Etkin ‘08 works as an entertainment lawyer for a 
Vancouver-based firm

5 Ellie the Beagle stole the show during veterinarian Cecily Grant’s 
(‘78) mobile vet clinic demonstration 

6 Realtor Philippa Berg ‘89 and Clinical Counsellor, Geoff Williams 
‘92 had very busy tables at the Careers Fair

7 Students had a blast trying on military gear at the table of Captain 
Jaemok Lee ‘09, Engineer and Operations Officer with the Canadian 
Armed Forces

8 Students practiced suturing with bananas at the table of 
emergency physician Anna O’Malley ‘03

9 Charles McDiarmid ‘74, wife Kari-Anne and daughter Kennedy ‘21 
hosted a very interactive table for their family-run luxury resort, the 
Wickanninish Inn in Tofino, BC

5
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What’s NEW on Brentonian Connect?

www.brentonianconnect.com

Regional Groups Stay connected to the alumni community in 
your local area, offer help, and seek help

Business Directory  
Promote your own business, find other 

alumni-owned businesses and take advantage 
of special alumni offers

Zoom Integration
Graduway + Zoom = premium virtual event 

technology for alumni via Brentonian Connect; 
check the platform for virtual alumni events

So many reasons 
for alumni 

to join!

We’ve reached 2,500 users on Brentonian Connect
• 2,000 alumni     • 1,200 willing to connect & mentor

• 500 students, faculty & staff

+
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So many reasons 
for alumni 

to join!

 

B R E N T W O O D  F O R  B R E N TO N I A N S

Update
The Old Brentonians Trust is a bursary fund established by alumni who are driven to keep the Brentwood 

experience accessible to the children of their fellow Brentonians. More than 25 percent of Brentwood students 
receive bursary support each year to assist with the cost of tuition. A key source of funding for children of 

alumni is provided by the Old Brentonians Trust.

In September 2018, the Advancement Team announced the “B4B” initiative to our Old Brentonian community. 
After securing four matching gift alumni donors, the goal was to find 50 new alumni donors willing to commit 
$25/month for three years to this fund, with all contributions being matched and eventually doubled over a 

three year period.

We are pleased to announce that a total of 52 Old Brentonians committed to the B4B initiatives
and in the last year alone, the Old Brentonians Trust grew from $591,710 to $780,000!

A special thank you to our four matching donors, John McNeill ‘82, Eddie Tasi ‘85, Samara Walbohm ‘89, 
and Brock Harris ‘93, who provided outstanding leadership in supporting this initiative

Additional “B4B” Supporters

For more information about how you can help with the B4B matching gift campaign, please visit:

www.brentwood.bc.ca/giving/giving-programs/ 

Or email Tracy Arden, Manager of the Student Impact Fund at tracy.arden@brentwood.bc.ca

“ B  4  B ”

Howard Dixon (parent of 4 
OBs)

Anne Drost (in memory of Ian 
Drost - ‘48)

William Morkill - ‘65
Rick Rollins - ‘66
Jeff Allester - ‘72

Joseph Morgan - ‘73
Kelly Nielsen - ‘76
Anne Evamy - ‘81

Chris Van Vliet - ‘81
Anonymous - ‘81

John Holt - ‘82
Joel Whist - ‘82

Diana Germain - ‘84
John Pulos - ‘84

Timothy Waring - ‘84
Tanya Horn - ‘85

Jamie Howard - ‘85
Hamish Purdy - ‘85

John Pettit - ‘88
Jessica Rozitis - ‘88
Peter Andress - ‘89

Sara Blair - ‘90
Katherine Blake - ‘92

Jason Classon - ‘93
Jaya Murthy - ‘93

Tanis Secerbegovic - ‘93

Scott Kameron - ‘95
Sean Dixon - ‘97
Nigel David - ‘97

Clifton Murray - ‘98
Tyler Wish - ‘98

James Larsen - ‘99
Dani Trueman - ‘99

Brownwyn Abbott - ‘02
William Pickles - ‘03

Christopher Redcliffe - ‘03
Julia Allard - ‘04

Chad Kanovsky - ‘06
Alexander Milligan - ‘06
Donald Wheaton - ‘08

Anon - ‘10
Calvin Simpson - ‘13

Dane Broere - ‘14
Christine Burton
Cole Philipp - ‘15

Darian Wrenshall - ‘15
Alexis Cruz de Echeverria 

Weber - ‘16
Tegwyn Curtis - ‘17

Grace Guy - ‘17
Thea Guy - ‘19
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alumni
EVENTS
Young Alum Pub Night, 
Victoria
September 26, 2019

1 Aine O’Dwyer ‘14, Spencer Boddy ‘14 and 
Morgan Stuyt

2 Martin Kenklies ‘15, Tom White ‘15 and Jordan 
Reymer ‘15

3 Erin Berry-Dillen ‘18, Colin Balme ‘18, Amy 
Christensen ‘18, Sydney Lewis and Thomas Bell ‘18

4 Edward Schokking ‘13 and Conner Crabtree ‘16

5 Fernanda Musi and Sean Foote ‘05

Calgary Mixer
October 9, 2019

6 Calgary event-goers enjoying the venue: Model 
Milk Restaurant

7 Christina Frangou ‘94, Rachel Kingsford ‘91 and 
Kevin Gordon ‘91

8 Marie McNeill, Cathie Beaudin ‘89, John 
McNeill ‘82 and Ben Harris ‘08  5

 5

3

 1

4

6

2
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alumni
EVENTS  12

9 Nicole Zacharias (Frangou) ‘96, Chad Danard ‘97, 
Jacqueline Moller ‘96 and Catherine Reynolds ‘04 

10 Hanna McNeill ‘17, Kaitlyn Smythe ‘18, Tyra Cassie ‘17 
and Zaira Silva ‘17

Edmonton Mixer
October 10, 2019

11 Edmonton event-goers at Polar Park Brewing Co. 

12 Two of our event co-hosts: Will Wheaton ‘07 and 
Andrew Wheaton ‘10

13 Phil Ross ‘70, Norm Cressey ‘70 and Don McBride ‘77

14 Mike Freeman ‘11, Sebastian Biel ‘09 and Ian 
MacDonald ‘12

15 Nermeen Youssef, Matthew Kay ‘05 and Amy 
Weinberg ‘05”

Vancouver Reception
Nov 28, 2019

16 Mike and Maggie Flynn reunite with some of their 
Mackenzie House girls

7 8

9 10 11

 13

 16 15

 16

 14

9
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Vancouver Reception
Nov 28, 2019

17 Isabelle Durrans ‘15, Julie Wheaton ‘15 and 
Hailey Toriglia ‘12

18 Sarah Moug ‘12, Rebecca Moug ‘14 and 
Maggie Flynn

19 Jamie Kingston ‘88, Tim Beckmann ‘88, 
Sigrid Otto ‘88, Brendan Beiser ‘88, Jessica 
Rozitis (Purdy) ‘88, Mark Peck ‘88, Andrew Parker 
‘88 and Dave Markham ‘88

20 Emma Head ‘09 and Noud Huis in ‘t Veld ‘12

21 Rachel Webster ‘14, Matthew Forward ‘15 
and Rhiannon Foster ‘98

22 Mark Wheaton ‘18, Kayla Butcher ‘18, Julia 
Brockley ‘18 and Zach Lambert ‘19

Victoria Reception
January 30, 2020

23 Ian Gillespie (parent of Simon ‘23), Sandra 
Cameron ‘79 and Mark Robinson (parent of Joe 
‘20 and Ray ‘20)

24 Connor McGuigan ‘10 and Rick Rollins ‘66

25 Eileen Mais, Bekkie Khan (Hume) ‘02, Anika 
Scoffings (Renshaw) ‘01 and Fiona Hamersley 
Chambers ‘88

26 Alumni of Gwynneth & Allard House with Jill 
Fougner and Rebecca Day Reynolds

Rugby Sevens
March 10-11, 2020

27 Blair Horn ‘79, John Allpress, David Hollands 
(parent of Ellis ‘16), and Bud Patel

28 Ty Siceloff ‘07, Katie Siceloff ‘13 and Hannah 
Davis ‘13

29 Cally Ferguson, McKenzie Lee ‘06 and Sean 
Ferguson ‘08

alumni
EVENTS
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1918
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21 22
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class
NOTES
1 Congratulations to Cst. Murray Bayles ‘72 (left) 
who retired from the Victoria Police Department, 
BC after 45 years of service

2 Congratulations to Eve Laird ‘09 who was 
recently featured on BC Business’ 30 Under 30 list 
in recognition of the entrepreneurial success of 
Eve’s Crackers which she founded in 2016

3 Sienna Leone ‘15 interviewing the stars at the 
2020 pre-Grammy party red carpet for Sweet Beat 
TV, part of her co-created channel 
@SweetyHigh

4 During a trip to Philippines in February, Graham 
Young ‘73 (right) caught up with classmate Joseph 
Morgan ‘73 (left) who resides in Manila

5 Lexi Merriman ‘13 returned to campus for a visit, 
February 2020

6 Captain Gregory Abakhan ‘89 spent his winter 
volunteering for Mercy Ships on one of the largest 
hospital ships in the world, the MV Africa Mercy, 
supporting the humanitarian cause of providing free 
surgeries to local Senegalese and neighbouring West 
African nations; pictured here at the Port of Dakar, 
Senegal

1

6

2 3

4 5
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7 Ferdinand Schultz ‘17 visited the campus January 
2020; pictured here with Director of Admissions, 
Clayton Johnston

8 Nigel Yonge ‘84 and Murray White ‘84 visited 
the Brentwood campus December 2019 for the first 
time since their graduation; pictured here with John 
Allpress who gave them a campus tour

9 Natsuki Kurosu ‘97, Ian Bishop ‘97 and Tetsuro 
Nakatani ‘96 at the Rugby World Cup, Tokyo, 
September 2019

10 Don Belliss’ 47 recently reconnected with the 
School for the first time since his graduation from 
the original campus in Brentwood Bay; Don is now 
90 and resides in Grass Valley, California where he 
retired after a decades long career as a Chemical 
Engineer with Shell Oil 

11 Along with his older brother Don, Richard Belliss 
also attended the original school in Brentwood Bay 
for grades 9 and 10 in the mid 1940s; Richard is a 
fourth generation Episcopalian Minister, now 87 
years old and residing in Corona, California

12 Ian Scott-Moncrieff, Rod Garbutt, James 
O’Donnell, Paul Aikins, Tom Whiffin (all from the 
Class of 1966) with former Brentwood coach 
Alun Rees, at the Celebration of Life for Brian 
Moore ‘66, Summer 2019 at the University Club of 
UVic 

11

12

8

9

10

 7
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1 Rebecca Holland ‘08 married James 
Doubleday at the Villa Eyrie, Vancouver Island on 
August 24, 2019; pictured here with bridesmaids 
(from left to right) Abby Rosen ‘08, Alison 
Ukrainec ‘08, Laura Doubleday, Victoria Salter 
‘07, Hannah Tolefson and Celeste Good ‘07

2 Lauren McClellan ‘07 and Aaron Hill were 
married by Lauren’s sister, Stephanie McClellan 
‘05, at Capilano G&CC in West Vancouver on 
August 17, 2019

3 Sabina Singh ‘90 married Alastair McCollum, 
Rector of St. John the Divine, in Victoria BC on 
July 19, 2019; the couple is pictured at their 
wedding along with Sabina’s children, Joss and 
Cella Arnott

4 Amy Dordevich (Van Vliet) ‘05, Charles 
Dordevich ‘02 and big sister Melina (Mimi, age 3) 
welcomed baby Evelyn (Evie) on April 7, 2019

5 Austin Woodward ‘05 and Stephanie Gatzionis 
‘05 welcomed their first child, Theodore “Theo” 
William Woodward on April 2, 2020 in Scottsdale, AZ

6 Manji Wedding,”Faisal Manji ‘97 married Tanya 
Ferreira on May 19, 2019 in Vancouver, BC 

7 Faisal and Tanya also celebrated the birth of 
their first child, Ethan George Manji on July 8, 
2020 in Vancouver

8 Hanako Okano ‘05 married Issei Shioya in 
Tokyo on November 11, 2019

9 In addition to their marriage, Hanako Okano 
‘05 and her husband Issei also celebrated the 
birth of their first child, Haruka Shioya, born on 
June 18, 2020 in Tokyo

10 Denesha Doman ‘11 married Mathew Phelan 
during a small ceremony in Duncan, BC on 
December 1st, 2018

weddings
&BIRTHS

1

2 3
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weddings
&BIRTHS

  9

10

11 Tobi Hlavnicka (Marcinek) ‘10, husband Tyrel 
Hlavnicka, brother Austin Hlavnicka (age 12), and sister 
Blake Hlavnicka (age 3), welcomed Tuck Geoffrey 
Hlavnicka on October 31st, 2019 in Great Falls, Montana. 

12 Sarah Cartwright (nee Laird) ‘06 and her husband 
Kelso welcomed their first child, Thomas Cartwright on 
February 18, 2020

13 Allard house parents, Phil & Maraina Smith 
welcomed twins, Matilda Te Hurinui Smith and Juno 
Violet Smith on July 3, 2020

14 Sean Ferguson ‘08 married Cally Forbes in July 2019 
at another Old Brentonians farm (Birds Eye Cove Farm) 
in Genoa Bay, BC; the Fergusons send special thanks to 
the Skoretz family (Tess ‘08, Eric ‘10 & Sara ‘01) for the 
incredible venue and making their big day so special

15 Sam Silbergeld ‘08, Brendan Muehlenberg ‘08 
and David Mackay ‘08 at classmate Sean Ferguson’s 
wedding

  8 

11

15

12

13 14
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17

18

16

19

18

16 Alex Hatton ‘09 married Calvin Nolan on November 2, 2019 at Enrico 
Winery on Vancouver Island; pictured here in white with (from left to right) 
her sister Chelsea, Rachelle Young ‘09, Rachel Reynolds ‘09 and Mary 
Nielsen ‘09.

17 Jillian Allard ‘06 married Jason Katerenchuk on May 18, 2019 in Jasper, 
Alberta

18 Jillian Allard ‘06 and her husband also welcomed their first baby, Katie 
Marie Katarenchuk, on June 23, 2020 in Calgary

19 Jonathan Rhodes ‘01 and wife Bonny welcomed twins, Eliana and 
Adanna Rhodes, March 2019 in Seattle, WA

weddings
&BIRTHS
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2021 
Old Brentonian

Awards
Extraordinary Young Brentonian Award

Outstanding Brentonian Award
Lifetime Achievement Award

NOMINATEan alum todayfor the ...

Visit our website for:

• Awards Criteria

• Ways to Nominate

• Past Award Recipients

www.brentwood.bc.ca/alumni/old-brentonian-awards

Do you know an Old Brentonian who has made meaningful contributions to 
their community? Someone who has been a leader in their field or community 
and driven positive change? Someone who has made the world a better place?
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It was with great sadness 
that we learned of the 
passing of Mr. Steve Wynne, 
Brentwood faculty member 
from 1973-2000. 

He slipped away in the early morning of 
May 9, 2020 at 82 years old. Mr. Wynne 
leaves behind his loving wife, June, 
children, Michael, Ellis ‘81, Alison, Mack 
‘87 and Andrea, Alex ‘91, and his five 
grandchildren (Kayley, Ryan, Olivia, Finn 
and Seth). After years of struggling with 
cancer, he passed away peacefully at 
home and with no regrets. His biography 
in the Ross Centre tells the story of his 
immense contributions to the School 
and the numerous lives he touched. 

Steve came to Brentwood in 1973 from 
the high school in Cochrane, Alberta to 
join the rapidly expanding Geography 
Department. He taught senior school 
Geography for the next twenty-seven 
years. In addition, Steve taught English 
throughout the school and helped add a 
Law 12 course to the curriculum. 

An active and energetic coach for 
almost thirty years, Steve left his mark 
on four Brentwood sports – rugby, cross 
country, track and field, and field hockey. 
In the process he helped to develop the 
two key elements of the school’s sports 
program – total involvement and variety 
of choice. In rugby his endless enthusi-
asm and boundless energy produced 
instant believers amongst the less ath-
letically inclined at the 5th XV level. This 

was no mean achievement particularly in 
the early days when the sport was com-
pulsory for boys and involved endless 
rainy days on far away ‘B’ Field! Similarly 
in track and field, Steve encouraged all 
students to learn about and try various 
events and to compete in the annual 
interhouse competition, with the best 
ones moving on to represent the school 
in regional and provincial champion-
ships. It was, however, in cross country 
that Steve had his greatest impact. Here 
he turned an embryonic program into a 
major force at the BC high school level, 
winning many BC Independent Schools 
Championships in the process. A fine 
cross country runner himself, he always 
led by example no matter what the 
weather conditions thrown at his group 
by a Vancouver Island winter! 

Steve Wynne
FEB 19, 1938 – MAY 9, 2020

REMEMBERING

 A REWARDING AND EXHILARATING EXPERIENCE
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1994 Trinidad Tobago Tour

at Brentwood

  1 

Steve’s all-round commitment to the life 
of the school also included nine years 
as Houseparent of Ellis and the found-
ing and successful operation of the 
Brentwood chapter of the Inter Varsity 
Christian Fellowship. This group was an 
important center for the spiritual life of 

the campus from 1974 to 2000, offering 
regular meetings in the Wynne home 
for cookies, hot chocolate, Bible study, 
conversation and fellowship. At these 
gatherings they regularly discussed the 
Christian life in all its aspects. Meanwhile, 
through the parent organization, Steve 
helped his young congregation put their 

ideas and beliefs to practical use at the 
Pioneer Pacific Camp on Thetis Island. 
Off campus, Steve led a number of senior 
boys field hockey tours to Barbados and 
a school party to the Calgary Olympics 
in 1988. 

For Steve, Brentwood was a “rewarding 
and exhilarating experience.”

June and Steve

Steve in the 1970s with his dog Barney1994 Trinidad Tobago Tour on the beach

2006 OBA Golf Tournament

2003 TGB benefactor gala 
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From my meetings with him, Mr. Wynne always filled the 
room with his enthusiasm for life and incredible smile. He 
was often seen walking the campus with his beloved June 
-  always ready to share a story and a laugh. He personifies 
everything Brentwood stands for – GRITTY determination 
and unabashed JOY for the moment.

Bud Patel, Head of School

Supportive colleague, steadfast friend, good neighbour, 
devoted father of Brentonians Michael, Alison and Andrea, 
beloved husband of June for over half a century, pater 
familias of Wynne and Ellis, genial Ulsterman, proud 
Canadian, lifelong Christian pilgrim, Steve Wynne was a 
man of many parts. At Brentwood, Gerry and I remember: 
hearing Steve’s inimitable Ulster brogue saying grace 
before meals; reading his students’ term reports penned in 
his distinctive cursive script; trying to follow his legendary 
trail maps of the annual interhouse cross-country, without 
getting lost; challenging his maximum mark of 9/10 for A+ 
student work; listening to his stories, lively with laughter. 

And we remember Steve at home with June, bravely making 
the effort to stand up to wave us goodbye at the end of our 
last visit - one of many over almost 40 years. Tenacious and 
true, Steve lived an adventurous, meaningful life, with no 
regrets. Gerry and I will miss his encouraging words and his 
heartwarming Irish blessing on our journey.   

Andrea Pennells, Faculty 1982-2012
Head of School 2000-2012

My very sincere condolences to June and family for their loss. 

It was many years after I left Brentwood that I met Steve, 
and to the surprise of nobody, it was related to rugby. I was 
invited to speak at a dinner, to celebrate the contributions 
of Ivor Ford and Nick Prowse to the rugby program at 
Brentwood and we were introduced prior to the dinner.

We had true Celtic sympathies, and we embraced true 
Celtic pleasures, which was the glue that made for a lasting 
friendship.

I think it would be fair to say that I met Steve on just about 
every occasion that I have returned to the College, and 
there have been many such occasions.

We appeared to have the same impish sense of humor, and 
we needed no new introductions. The family will clearly 
miss him, as will Brentwood, and I would like to add my 
name to the list of many friends, students, and colleagues 
that Steve has left behind but who have not forgotten him.

Diolch yn Fawr, Steve.

Alun Rees - Staff (1963 - 1968)

1994 Trinidad Tobago Tour

at Brentwood 1980s

June Wynne, Steve Wynne, Andrea Wynne (Alex ‘91), Alison 
(Wynne) Best (Mackenzie ‘87), Michael Wynne (Ellis ‘81)

Top row, left to right: Bob Cooper, John Queen, Tony Carr, Nick Prowse 
Bottom row, left to right: Jim Burrows, Steve Wynne, Howard Martin, 

Victor Lironi and Bill Ross
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Brentwood has been a part of our family’s life since 1973. After a sideline chat with 
Headmaster David Mackenzie at an Ireland vs Brentwood Rugby game, dad learned 
of an open teaching position at Brentwood on beautiful Vancouver Island, and that 
was all it took. We packed up our lives in Alberta, loaded the family into the station 
wagon, arrived on campus, and Dad began as Housemaster of Ellis. It is still home to 
us in many ways, almost 50 years later. 

Campus was where we grew up and where all our childhood memories were made. 
We roamed the campus as kids, did house inspections with Dad, learned to love 
sports and Gilbert and Sullivan. We visited dad in his office in the old school block 
and loved student events like interhouse swim meets and game nights. There were 
always students in our home. Mum and Dad created a safe place for the boys in the 
house to pop in. Sometimes they were homesick, sometimes they were there for 
Inter Varsity Bible studies, and sometimes they just wanted mum’s baking. Though 
dad’s work was never done, and the house was always busy – we would not have 
wanted our lives to be any different. 

Though we moved off campus in 1983, the three of us attended Brentwood as 
students and had the opportunity to have dad as a teacher. Dad loved teaching 
and was known for his beautiful blackboards filled with calligraphy and drawings 
of glacial sediment or urban planning. He loved the underdogs – the Fighting Fifths 
and the Slaughterhouse Sixths. He lived for boys’ field hockey tours to Barbados 
and Trinidad and made cross-country a popular choice for students with his annual 
Long Beach trips to run the trails. He cared deeply about the staff he shared the 
responsibilities with, and he genuinely loved the school.  

Before he passed away, he told us that it had never felt like work; he enjoyed every 
day. It was all our family knew, and as his kids, we know now, how fortunate we were 
to grow up in this beautiful place. Brentwood has shaped our lives and some of the 
friendships we still hold close today, originated during those days. The week that 
dad died, he asked specifically to walk around the campus and as he always did, he 
reminisced as he went. He took that walk often and it was the first thing Mike and I 
always asked to do when we returned home to the island. 

His final visitors, the day before he died, were Brian and Rory Carr – the first family to 
greet us when we arrived at the school back in 1973. God has a way of working things 
out. Brentwood was Dad’s happy place and it is woven into the fabric of our lives 
forever. We are forever grateful for the memories and would welcome reminiscing 
with anyone who shared in our lives over the years. 

Thank you to Bud and Wendy Patel, Bill and Marian Ross, Andrea and Gerry Pennells, 
John and Celia Allpress, and the Carr family for the love and support over the past 
few months. Dad may be gone, but not forgotten. We look forward to celebrating his 
life with friends and family, at Brentwood, when it is safe to do so. Until then, you are 
likely to see mum taking his favorite walk around campus! 

Mike (81) Alison (87) Andrea (91) and June (1973-2000).

Mr. Wynne was my favourite teacher at 
Brentwood. I had the good fortune to 
have lived at his home for three months. 
He was the kindest man and I always call 
him my Canadian father. Mr. Wynne will 
forever be in my thoughts. My sincere 
condolences to Mrs. Wynne and the 
family.

Joyce Mang, OB ‘99

I was 15, quite shy and a long way from 
home (Winnipeg). I had Steve for English 
11 and one term of Social Studies 11 in 
1974-75. Steve was able to engage me 
in my learning, no mean feat considering 
how shy I was then. Steve had a way 
of ‘walking alongside’ that wasn’t 
overbearing but very reassuring. He 
instilled in me a confidence in my writing 
ability that I had never even suspected 
I had. Of course the self-esteem that 
engendered has held me in good stead 
all my life. 

I always enjoyed his cursive script on the 
chalkboard and emulated it when I was 
trying to be fancy in later years; almost 
calligraphy, it was. On a track and field trip 
to Vancouver (shot put), he passed on a well 
worn book of pulp fiction about a tennis 
star (yup, I was on the tennis team) which 
got me reading in my spare time when I 
had not been much interested in reading. 
I am an avid reader now! I’m not sure I 
would have been university bound without 
Steve’s encouragement in these two areas. 
In fact, I completed 3 degrees and became 
a teacher of Social Studies and English! So, 
thank you Steve for making my Brentwood 
experience as fulfilling as it was, for turning 
my life around.

Lynda Dominy, OB ‘76

A wonderful, kind man, who really took 
extra time with any student who needed 
it. His chalk drawings are something I’ll 
never forget. Sometimes he would ask 
us to just read while he worked on his 
enormous chalk displays. You would 
just hear the chalk being worked on the 
board for an hour while we studied away. 
Instruction would finally start with a few 
minutes left, and Mr Wynne would point 
at his master creation, with all the colors 
and detail.

Dean Fortier, OB ‘89

from the 
Wynne
family
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from the 
Wynne
family
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Damian Arthurs 
CLASS OF 1978  
AUGUST 12, 1960 – 
JANUARY 26, 2020 
 
Damian Robert Arthurs 
succumbed after a long, 
quiet battle with cancer. 
Predeceased by his father, 
James (November 2018), 
Damian leaves behind to 
mourn his mother, Norah 
(Brentwood staff 1963-66; 

1973-99), and siblings Lisa and Tony (OB ‘80), loving aunts, 
uncles, nephews, nieces, and many good friends. 
 
Damian played ice and field hockey at Brentwood and 
at a high level in the community, graduated high school 
at Brentwood College School, and attended college in 
Victoria and Edmonton. At his core, Damian was an artist 

who expressed himself through music. Damian was an 
accomplished guitarist, and along with James White, Mike 
Martin, Kelly Saloume and others, he took great happiness 
from performing at SAC school dances. Throughout the 
1980s, he was the lead guitarist in several bands and brought 
happiness to so many across Canada. He also worked in 
mines in northern BC and on construction sites in Alberta, 
where he was married and had a son, Ryan, who just recently 
came back into his life much to Damian’s delight. 
 
Brain injuries suffered in a motorcycle accident at 17 changed 
Damian’s life forever. These were subsequently compounded 
by a workplace accident some years later. Over time, these 
affected his ability to work and play his beloved guitar. 
Undeterred, Damian remained a gentle, compassionate, and 
optimistic man whose soft manner belied his great strength of 
character. His generosity and self-deprecating humour were 
well known to his family and friends. He will be sorely missed 
by all those who were fortunate enough to know him.

Sheryl Crawford 
(Bannerman) 
CLASS OF 1981  
JUNE 27, 1963 – 
JANUARY 15, 2020 
 
It is with a great sense 
of loss and sadness that 
we announce the sudden 
passing of Sheryl in 
Coquitlam, BC on January 
15, 2020. Unfortunately, 
Sheryl suffered a stroke 
and was taken from us far 

too soon. She lived life with enduring courage and passion, but 
most of all love for her family and friends & her dog. 
 
Sheryl was one of the first grade 10 girls admitted to 
Brentwood arriving in September 1978, she excelled 
academically and competitively in grass hockey, soccer 
and track. Brentwood gave Sheryl lasting friendships from 
Mackenzie House, a shared love of dance and theatre and of 
course her passion for sports. Her antics and contributions 

were appreciated on many school trips and adventures 
especially during the flood and evacuation of Mackenzie 
House and the grass hockey tour to the U.K in 1981 
 
After graduation, Sheryl went on to study Commerce and 
play field hockey at UBC. During Sheryl’s first year at UBC, 
she met her soul-mate, Kevin. Soon they were inseparable. A 
consummate feminist, she completed her Commerce Degree 
& earned her CGA designation with self-discipline, dedication 
and a strong work ethic. Sheryl had an outstanding career 
as an Accountant working for large firms such as Kraft Foods 
& Dairyland and rose to Senior Management positions while 
guiding business growth. 
 
Sadly, Sheryl struggled with significant health issues after she 
survived a life-threatening condition during the birth of her 
second son. Also diagnosed with Celiac Disease, she rose to the 
challenges, refused to give up an active lifestyle and excelled at 
homemade Gluten Free cooking in true Sheryl style. 
 
Sheryl is survived by her husband Kevin, her 2 sons Brodie 
and Jameson, her mother Louise, sister Kelly and her nephew 
Brent. Predeceased by her brother and best friend, Dale (OB 
‘78), who she sorely missed. 

OBITUARIES
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Lyle Dawson 
CLASS OF 1966  
APRIL 14, 1947 – 
JANUARY 27, 2020

Lyle attended Brentwood 
for only his grade 8 
year but is still fondly 
remembered by Old 
Brentonian friends Michael 
Giles, Ian Scott-Moncrieff 
and Terry Kirby. He was 
predeceased by his father 

Crae and his mother Hazel. Lyle is survived by his wife of 53 
years, Eileen; his son Terry; son Wayne (Joelle) and grandson 
Crae. 
 
Lyle started his working career on the family farm. Lyle and 
John Douglas were the original independent farmers, starting 
to market and sell their fruit. To this day there are independent 

farms and packing plants in the Southern Okanagan thanks 
to these trail blazers. Lyle loved farming and gardening, 
especially growing his notable pumpkins. 
 
Lyle loved the outdoors including hunting and fishing with his 
sons and best friend Bud. Lyle could often be found hanging 
out at his cabin with family and tons of friends. Anyone who 
knew Lyle knew that his cabin was a special place for him. 
 
He also loved travelling extensively with his wife and friends, 
especially when it came to camping. The couple has fond 
memories of Yellowstone, Oregon, Arizona, Mexico, New 
Mexico, Las Vegas, and Hawaii. Lyle’s favourite hobby was 
curling. He often went to curling bonspiels but his favourite 
ones were always Greenwood and Midway. 
 
Lyle loved his community, volunteering his time loaning 
equipment to build and start the Osoyoos Golf Course, and 
was instrumental in the building of the present-day Osoyoos 
Curling Club as well as the Sun Bowl Arena. Lyle cherished 
friendship and family and was always there for both.

In life, Sheryl was truly blessed with everything, a rewarding 
career and lucky in love, but motherhood eclipsed it all. 
Sheryl the “Momma Bear” was always guiding and protecting 
her two boys and was the heart of her family. From organizing 
the Elementary School Ski Lessons, Spring Fairs and 
countless volunteer hours; Sheryl made sure to give back to 
the community. So many great memories, we hope they never 
fade: dedicated hockey mom, Kauai beach girl, kayaking 
Wailua River, Boogie Boarding at Kehkaha Beach, snorkeling, 
skiing & hiking at Whistler, practical joker, champion of Grouse 

grind and Waimea, dedicated Yoga participant, the many 
marathons, rain or shine, overall cooking diva and lastly the 
long line of Labrador Retrievers including Bronco, Jasper and 
Tucker. What a legacy. 
 
We fondly remember and cherish her competitive spirit, 
her fierce loyalty and will miss the fun she brought to every 
adventure.   
Written by Tracy Wadlow, OB, Class of 1981

Scott Sutherland 
CLASS OF 1965

DECEASED, JULY 2019 
 
Scott attended Brentwood for Grades 10 and 11, before returning 
to Orcas Island, WA for his graduation. In his later life, Scott 
moved to Bucerias, a small town near Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, 
where for many years he successfully ran his own tourism 
business - “Scott’s Bucerias Tours”. 
 

Scott left a 
number of 
memories with 
his Brentonian 
peers. Bill Morkill 
‘65 recalls that 
Scott set an early 
path for himself 
at Brentwood 
in challenging 
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James Eastman 
CLASS OF 1944  
MAY 17, 1926 – 
JANUARY 25, 2020

“Jim” was born in 
Highland Park, near 
Detroit, Michigan USA, 
and after a 93 year long 
active life, died in Lady 
Minto Hospital, Salt Spring 
Island, BC. When he was 

very young, his father left his airplane manufacturing plant in 
Detroit and moved his family to Atlin, BC to start a gold mining 
operation. Growing up between Atlin and Detroit, he attended 
the original Brentwood College School (in Brentwood Bay) 
for Grades 8 & 9. According to Jim’s widow, Joy, Jim’s mother 
would not let him return to Brentwood because she was 
unimpressed with how the school had taught him to eat with 
his knife and fork in the “wrong hands” and because he had 
acquired a bit of a British accent. Joy still finds this story very 
funny. So Jim then moved to Vancouver to attend “Shurpass” 
School long enough to get a language credit to qualify for 
admission to UBC. This led him to his future wife-to-be, Joy 

Deacon. His goal at UBC was electrical engineering. On 
registration day, the long line for electrical engineering led him 
to a friend who was standing in a very short line of only five 
students for mining engineering. After just one year at UBC, 
the call came from “Uncle Sam” (the US army). Basic training 
completed, the war ended, so back to UBC to finish mining 
engineering. To alleviate the stress of his finals in the last year, 
he took flying lessons and got his pilot’s license. 
 
Now a UBC graduate, he moved to Atlin for a very brief 
marriage to an Atlin girl. Six months later, without a wife, 
he moved to his new job with the Canadian Exploration 
Company in Salmo, BC. Joy agreed to take Jim back and 
married in 1952. Three years later, with baby in tow, Joy 
pregnant with a second baby, they were transferred to Pato, 
Columbia; Jim was to be the chief engineer at a placer gold 
mining site. Five eventful years later, suddenly for safety 
reasons, the family was sent back to Vancouver to work in the 
head office of Placer Development. Jim worked there until his 
retirement in 1985 when they moved to Saltspring Island. 
 
Jim was predeceased by his daughter Kim and his grandson 
Robert. He is survived by Joy, his wife of almost 68 years, 
his daughter Jeanie, five grandchildren, thirteen great 
grandchildren and one great-great grandson.

Greg Hicks 
CLASS OF 1964  
OCTOBER 12, 1947 – 
JUNE 4, 2019

Greg attended Brentwood 
up to his grade 11 year. 
Fellow Old Brentonian Karl 
Fischer ‘65 remembers 
Greg with great fondness. 
“Greg was a wonderful 

young man - some would say he was the salt of the earth - 
just a very good person and a cool human being. He was an 
aggressive and highly accomplished golfer, and a fine Ellis 
House roommate who was one of the strongest oarsmen on 
the water at Brentwood.” 
 
Greg leaves behind his daughters Carolin, Danielle, Michelle 
and Jennifer and his grandsons Owen & Noah. His favorite 
song mirrors his outlook on life 

“And I think to myself, what a wonderful world.”

authority at every opportunity, but also that he was very 
bright and had an amazing sense of humour. In addition, he 
was a rugged second row forward who had a bright Grade 
12 future on the team, but unfortunately he did not return for 
his final year. Bruce Weston ‘65 adds that Scott was also the 
creator of nicknames, primarily for the school staff. These 

are best not printed in this magazine! Bruce remembers 
Scott boasting of his expensive and exclusive French tailor 
named J.C. Penné! Scott will undoubtedly be missed by the 
community of clients, family and friends he created for himself 
in Mexico, as well as his Brentwood classmates. 
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Malcolm Hodgins 
BRENTWOOD, 
CLASS OF 1950 

APRIL 27, 1931 – 
MAY 24, 2019 
 
Malcolm attended 
Brentwood College 
School from 1945 - 1947. 
When the school burned 
down he, along with many 
Brentonians, completed 
his high school education 

at University School of Victoria (now St. Michaels University 
School). In his two years at University School, Malcolm was 

very involved in the sport program earning his First XI Cricket 
Colors and also playing a key role on the First XV Rugby 
Team. In addition, he was a Lieutenant in the school Cadet 
Corps and graduated after a full two years of school activities, 
in 1950. 
 
Malcolm was born in Victoria BC. He grew up in Qualicum 
Beach and South Africa. He worked around boats and 
marinas for many years and, after graduation, had a fishing 
charter business in Qualicum, then worked in the Coast Guard 
all over the B.C. coast. He ‘retired’ to a life of gardening, 
where he created many beautiful gardens around Victoria. 
Malcolm left behind his partner of many decades Barbie, his 
children Helena (George), Gardner (Catherine), Kim (Colin) 
and Andrew (Kelly). He also leaves behind his grandchildren 
Jasper, Piper, Kai, Fraser, Nova and Clancy.

George Jones 
CLASS OF 1948

SEPTEMBER 22, 1933 –  
MAY 25, 2020 
 
George Jones came to 
Brentwood in 1947, the 
year of the great fire that 
shuttered the school until 
its re-opening in Mill Bay 
in 1961. He subsequently 
attended and went on to 
graduate from Lakefield 
College School in Ontario. 

 
After graduating from UBC’s law school in 1958, marrying 
young, having many children and working with the tax 
department for a brief period, George returned to Victoria 
and began his life long and storied career as a barrister, rugby 
player, coach, fundraiser and sports promoter, in addition to 
his life as a family man. 
 
I had the good fortune to meet George during law school 
and we joined together in the concept of forming a new 
rugby club, the Velox-Valhallians, consisting of the old Velox 

team that George had co-founded in the 1960s and a few 
graduating Uvic Vikings including Brentwood alumnus Tony 
Arthurs (OB ‘80). Our negotiations and deliberations took 
place in George’s, and his ever patient wife Linda’s, basement 
over a few bottles of scotch. This fortuitously avoided for me 
the necessity of interviewing for articling positions as George 
declared to his partners at Jones Emery that I was to be hired 
upon graduation. 
 
George was always a most entertaining person to have in the 
office and was beloved by the clients and staff alike. He had a 
wonderful roguish way with people. 
 
It is impossible to describe accurately or fully all the many 
ventures and adventures in his long and varied life. He spent 
so many hours coaching, fundraising, promoting and starting 
various schemes it was difficult to understand that he was 
at the same time a devoted husband and father of seven 
children as well as an extremely successful lawyer. 
 
We had a couple of roasts in his honour. There was plenty 
of material, much of it delivered very wittily by his daughter 
Sarah. Both events sold out early and George was his own 
best roaster. The funds raised established an award in his 
honour for a rugby playing university student.
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If there was one thing that defined George, it was his passion 
for the underdog. He was the befriender and defender 
of countless hard luck individuals. Whilst admirable, his 
reluctance to bill for his services caused some chagrin 
amongst his partners from time to time and guaranteed that 
George would never retire. 
 
George was a severely unpractical and forgetful man. As a 
typical example, six months after he sold his little car, the new 
owner phoned him up as he had left his wallet down the side 
of the seat. 
 

I would often joke with George about his Brentwood 
connections and whether his ineptitude in chemistry class 
led to the relocation of the School. However he denied all 
responsibility for the burning down of the old school and also 
pointed out that in addition the statute of limitations had long 
expired.

-Mike Holmes, OB, Class of 1978

 

Michael Sloan 
BRENTWOOD STAFF, 
2015 - 2020  
JULY 10, 1965 – 
APRIL 7, 2020

Mike joined the 
Brentwood Facilities 
Team in 2015 and was 
known for his dedication 
to his trade. He was a 
first-rate electrician who 
was a big part of many 

operational accomplishments to the campus over the past 
five years, including many renovations (notably Mackenzie 
House), campus lighting and fire alarm system upgrades, and 
connecting full generator backup power to both Crooks Hall 
and the Centre for Arts & Humanities, to name just a few. 
Mike cared deeply about the experience, security and safety 
of everyone who spent time on the Brentwood campus, 
especially the students. His contributions to Brentwood 
serve as a reminder of just how important our Facilities Team 
members are to the success of the School. He is survived by 
his daughter Alicia and his sisters Debby and Kath. He will be 
deeply missed by all who knew him.

Ric “Pappi” 
Stewart 
BRENTWOOD STAFF, 
1999 - 2019  
MARCH 16, 1954 – 
OCTOBER 16, 2019

“Pappi” was a loyal and 
cherished member of 
the Brentwood Facilities 
Team for more than 20 
years. He passed away 
on October 16, 2019, 
just a few months after 

his retirement from Brentwood, following a decline in his 

health. Ric filled many important roles at Brentwood including 
campus electrician and special events support coordinator, 
to name just a few. Ric’s friendly face was known on campus 
by everyone and he had an impact on every single student 
as he was always behind the scenes making sure every 
little detail for every event was perfect. He is survived by his 
wife Marlene, children Jesse and Marnie, and grandchildren 
Hudson and Paisley, who were his absolute pride and joy. 
In fact, they are the reason his nickname “Pappi” started. A 
celebration of life was held in the Brentwood Facilities yard, 
with faculty and staff members from every corner of the 
School in attendance. The Facilities Team also organized a 
wonderful raffle and fundraiser in support of Ric’s family. He 
will be sorely missed, but always remembered by everyone at 
Brentwood. 
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ALUMNI EVENTS
& Reunion

While our usual in-person, regional alumni events may be on hold 
for some time, we plan to bring you some unique and entertaining virtual events 

during the 2020-21 school year!

2021 Summer Reunion | Dates TBC
We are committed to hosting an in-person, on-campus alumni reunion weekend for our 2020 
and 2021 milestone classes, as soon as it is safe and reasonable to do so. Event dates and de-
tails will be shared as soon as possible and are subject to change, dependent on travel, event, 

and government regulations related to COVID-19. 

Visit brentwood.bc.ca/alumni/events for updates on the 
reunion weekend and our virtual alumni events

What to expect during the 
Summer Alumni Reunion Weekend

GORGEOUS WATERFRONT CAMPUS | GOURMET FOOD
DORM ACCOMMODATIONS (just like old times!)  CHILDCARE AVAILABLE & FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY!

Plenty of activities including rowing, kayaking, stand-up paddle boarding, oceanfront yoga, tennis, lawn 
games, wine tastings, karaoke, dancing,  storytelling and reconnecting with your former teachers!
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By: Sarah Richards, Mackenzie ‘20
 

“Congratulations Graduates of 2020”. I have seen it on 
billboards, in shop windows, and on various other platforms 
typically reserved for different messages.

These sentiments are an attempt to make up for the aspects of our graduation that 
have been cancelled or postponed, and I believe that they come from a place of 
kind sympathy. However, when I think about the experience of my class, the Grad 
Class of 2020, I find that what rises above those discouraged emotions is a deep 
sense of gratitude, or in this context, “grad-itude”.

That is not to say that I don’t sometimes feel like we were cheated out of our grad-
uating experience, or that it doesn’t feel like a dishearteningly anticlimactic end 
to my five years at Brentwood, but rather that my sense of gratitude for my time at 
Brentwood far overwhelms those disappointments.

grad-itude
THE CLASS OF 2020
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Head of School, Bud Patel with Sarah Richards
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Evan Lin, Jasleen Grewal, Bridget Madigan, Chaya NapierMaurits Freybe ‘20 and family

I am grateful, as I believe would be 
echoed by every single one of my 
peers, for my time at Brentwood: for 
the opportunities, the memories, the 
incredible faculty and staff, and for 
everything that makes Brentwood 
what we have come to know it as. For 
months, there has been a dedicated 
team of both students and faculty 
working tirelessly under difficult, 
fluctuating and unprecedented cir-
cumstances to design a graduation 
ceremony that is entirely different from 
anything that Brentwood has done be-
fore. Some results of their dedication 

include a drive-through graduation 
ceremony parade, care packages sent 
to every grad all over the world, and 
the commitment made to an in-per-
son graduation celebration when it is 
possible to do so safely. As lifer and 
graduating student Aatya U, Allard 
2020 put it, “Brentwood, overall, has 
been so much fun, and it’s so great 
that we can get a mini-graduation to 
make the moment official”.

As American author, journalist, and 
New York Times columnist Anna 
Quindlen once stated, “Life is not so 

much about beginnings and endings 
as it is about going on and on and 
on. It is about muddling through the 
middle”. So I encourage my fellow 
graduates to focus on all the pieces of 
the middle of their time at Brentwood 
rather than the ending, and remember 
that this is just a small fraction of the 
muddling in the “middle” section of all 
our lives. Remember that you are not 
alone, keep returning to the sense of 
grad-itude, and go on.
 

Valedictorian Kenton Laurion ‘20
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celebrating
PHILANTHROPY

Evan Lin, Jasleen Grewal, Bridget Madigan, Chaya Napier

Valedictorian Kenton Laurion ‘20
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The Brentwood family steps up 
during challenging times 
 
To say we are living in challenging 
times would be an understatement. 
The pandemic continues to present our 
school with unprecedented challenges 
but through the leadership of our 
Head along with his resilient team, the 
school is adapting well to our evolving 
reality. A member of our most recent 
2020 Brentwood graduation class 
reminded me to focus on the things 
you can control and adapt to the things 
you can’t. It’s regrettable that the 
2020 Graduation Ceremony had to be 
dramatically modified, and the 50th 
Brentwood Regatta, the Alumni Reunion 
Weekend, and several other events had 
to be cancelled or postponed. However, 
with the support of all affiliated with the 
school, I’m optimistic Brentwood will be 

stronger moving into the future. 
 
The Student Impact Fund saw a 
tremendous boost in donors, with 607 
who contributed over $854,000 to this 
year’s campaign. The fund received a 
boost from members of the Brentwood 
family who gave to our Bursary Now 
Fund in support of families seeking to 
register for September but hit hard by 
the pandemic. By the end of June, over 
70 donations were received in response 
to this call to action; an astonishing 
number given that several of these 
donors were also heavily impacted but 
still felt compelled to help. 
 
Brentwood’s inaugural House Challenge 
was also launched this year – thank you 
to fellow board member Scott Matheson 
‘79 for the idea! Everyone who made 
a donation received a point for their 
affiliated house, regardless of dollar 
amount. Thank you to Karen Ciambrelli 
who brought in over 50 donors rocketing 
her daughter’s house (Hope) to victory this 
year.  
 
In addition to the success of the Student 
Impact Fund, our school received major 
gifts of $1,656,610 directed to capital 
projects and a further $351,000 directed 
to endowment. I am humbled and 

grateful for this support shown during 
such troubled times. I can only hope the 
growth continues at a time when returns 
on our endowment funds that support 
bursaries continue to be negatively 
impacted. 
 
Brentwood’s next major capital project 
– the new academic and rowing centre 
– will see a new timeline developed in 
the coming months as a result of current 
global conditions. This essential and 
exciting facility will be built and we will 
continue to engage members of our 
school family in its construction and 
completion. 
 
Brentwood has witnessed incredible 
support from so many individuals during 
this past year. Each donation is a vote 
of confidence in our school and has an 
impact on the lives of our students. I 
thank everyone who chose to support 
our School this year and I hope you will 
continue to do so in 2020-21.  

Message from the

Governor, Chair Advancement Committee
Brentwood Board of Governors

John McNeill  Whittall, ‘82 
GOVERNOR & CHAIR, 
BRENTWOOD ADVANCEMENT 
COMMITTEE
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The Brentwood College Foundation 
continues to focus on creating and 
growing permanently invested capital 
that will generate annual returns in 
support of school initiatives; most 
importantly, the provision of student 
bursaries, the endowment of Arts & 
Athletics program 
funds, and the 
provision of ongoing 
capital funds for 
campus development. 
 
I am pleased to 
report that we have 
achieved one of 
our key strategic 
initiatives: raising $20 million by 2020. 
Despite the setback of the COVID-19 
pandemic, management of our Foun-
dation funds along with contributions 
made in the 2019-20 school year, have 

enabled us to hit our target. I am certain 
that Brentwood’s calm and responsive 
leadership during the pandemic is one 
more reason why our donor community 
chooses to put their faith in us. 

A few Foundation highlights from the 
past year include:
 
* 52 Old Brentonians joining our “B4B” 
monthly giving program in support of 
the Old Brentonians Trust, held in the 
Foundation. This fund generates annual 
bursary support for children of Old 
Brentonians in need of financial aid to 
attend the School.

* 41 members of the Brentwood family 
having committed a leg-
acy gift to the school in 
their will. In this maga-
zine, you will read about 
Kirk and Sheila Bailey, 
parents of two Old Bren-
tonians, who have named 
Brentwood in their will; 
I thank them for their 

leadership.

* The Grad Class of 2020 raising 
$10,000 and inviting their parents to 
contribute; this fund now stands at over 

$100,000. This marks five consecutive 
years that the grad class families have 
built a named fund to generate an-
nual bursaries for future students, as a 
legacy to their graduating class. These 
funds are already generating bursary 
support and date back to the Grad 
Class of 2015 fund which was the first of 
its kind. 

* An additional $350,000 donated this 
year to funds within the Brentwood 
Foundation
 
I invite you to join with me and the forty 
other Brentwood supporters who have 
included a Legacy Gift to Brentwood in 
our wills. Your future-focused support 
will change lives. Please contact Chris 
Spicer at chris.spicer@brentwood.bc.ca 
for more information on Legacy Giving.
I am grateful that in a year when our 
families, and indeed the world, has 
been so heavily impacted by the pan-
demic, we have been able to continue 
this amazing growth in our Foundation. 
My thanks to the many of you who have 
played a role in this.

“I am certain that 
Brentwood’s calm and 
responsive leadership 

during the pandemic is one 
more reason why our donor 

community chooses to 
put their faith in us”

It’s All About the Future
Message from the Chair

Kip Woodward Senior, ’74 
CHAIR, BRENTWOOD COLLEGE 
FOUNDATION
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As Brentwood College School nears its centenary in 2023, we 
reflect on the number of students who have had the oppor-
tunity to attend this amazing school, with the help of financial 
aid raised from our wonderful community of donors. Our Motto 
- De Manu in Manum - has always been Brentwood’s call to 
action. Translated to “from hand to hand,” it symbolizes the 
passing of the torch of learning, and of leadership, through 
service to others and giving back to our community.

We are very proud that 20-25 percent of our students receive 
bursaries of varying sizes, making it possible for them to 
attend the School. However, as the world changes rapidly and 
economic disparities continue to grow, we know that we can’t 
stop here. We must continue to fundraise for bursary support 
so that more than ever, bright and deserving kids can benefit 
from a Brentwood education, regardless of their socioeconom-
ic backgrounds. We know that after leaving Brentwood these 
graduates go on to change the world for the better. 

The goal for our new Open The Door initiative is to grow 
support for our bursary funding by finding 25 new donors to 

commit to a monthly gift of $10, $25 or $50 to the De Manu in 
Manum Fund; an open fund which generates major bursary 
support for deserving students who would otherwise be un-
able to attend Brentwood. What’s more, your monthly gifts will 
be matched by our lead donors, once a full year of your giving 
has taken place. This donation matching will continue for the 
first three years of your giving, essentially doubling the impact 
of your gifts during those years!

The best part? Through this program, we can Open the Door 
to more bursary students, who make Brentwood a better, 
more diverse place to learn and grow. 

The Open the Door initiative is open to all members of the 
Brentwood family (Alumni, Parents, Staff, and Friends). We 
hope you will join us!

For more information about Open the Door and how you can 
make a difference, please visit: https://www.brentwood.bc.ca/
giving/giving-programs/ or email Tracy Arden, Manager of the 
Student Impact Fund at tracy.arden@brentwood.bc.ca

Open the Door
Initiative in support of the De Manu In Manum Bursary Fund

You’re Invited to 
the Brentwood 50th 
Regatta Gala Dinner

For more information please email Tracy Arden at tracy.arden@bre ntwood.bc.ca
Saturday, April 24 | 5:00 pm to 10:00 pm   Location: Brentwood College School
Limited tickets available | PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS HERE
brentwood.ca/giving/advancement-events—  E S T .  1 9 2 3  —

April 2021 marks the 50th anniversary of the Brentwood Regatta. 
This is cause to celebrate with the Brentwood community and 

at the same time raise money for the new boathouse and docks 
that are so central to our school and its culture. 

We invite you to join us in what will be a wonderful evening 
of celebration including a champagne reception, West Coast 

inspired dinner and a destination auction.

1
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At the beginning of the school 
year, the 2020 Grad class set 
a goal to raise $10,000 for an 
endowed bursary fund in our 
name. This bursary fund will 
be given as financial assist-
ance to a student every year 
in perpetuity. Not only did we, 
the class, work towards this 
goal, but support from parents 
through the Student Impact 

Fund donations assisted greatly.

I would like to give extensive thanks to all who helped and 
supported all of our initiatives this year. I am extremely proud 
to say that our class reached our goal and raised $10,000 and, 
with the help of parent donations, we met our goal in raising 
$100,000 for the 2020 Grad Bursary. 

So on behalf of my class, I say thank you Brentwood and thank 
you parents. Your generosity is forever treasured. Most of 
all, I would like to recognize and thank all 16 members, and 2 
honorary members, of this year’s Grad Council. Your tireless 
leadership in running and hosting school events like Snowball, 
Airband, and every fundraiser and Grad event in between set 

a positive tone for the rest of the class and I could not be more 
proud of each and every one of you.

For the remainder of the class, raising $10,000 was no ordinary 
task, and as we have witnessed, the Brentwood Grad Class 
of 2020 is one to be described as resilient. Although our last 
three months on campus were cut short, the hard work and 
effort put in prior are not to be forgotten.

De Manu in Manum, from hand to hand, poses the question: 
“What will you leave behind and what will you pass on to those 
after you?” Not only does the 2020 Grad Class leave behind 
our bursary fund, but we leave behind the virtues of persever-
ance, leadership, and most of all, strength. When the going got 
tough, we got going.

So, don’t remember us as the Grad class who lost their gradu-
ation and lost their final goodbyes. Remember us as the group 
that rallied regardless of circumstance and came out stronger 
together. We are real-life examples of grit and joy.
De Manu in Manum. From our hands to yours. Thank you.

Desola Ogunlade, 
Hope ‘20
GRAD PRESIDENT

2020 Grad Class Bursary Fund

I met Emma Frisch (OB 
‘17) at a Victoria coffee 
shop when she was in 
town visiting her father 
Steve (OB ‘85) and her 
mother, Ellen. Emma’s 
eyes sparkled as she 
related stories of her 
current education which 
will see her graduate with 
a law degree from the 
University of Edinburgh 

and pursue work in the EU. Emma is bright, driven, and fully 
aware of the opportunities Brentwood presented to her. Her 
father was unequivocal when asked if Emma would have at-
tended Brentwood had she not received the Cropper Bursary. 
“No possible way”, was his response. It has led Steve and his 
wife to give back annually to Brentwood as they are able and 

in addition, to name Brentwood in their estate plans. Emma 
is already thinking of the time she will be in a position to give 
back to Brentwood bursaries. In her words, “Brentwood is a 
better school because of its diversity. It enables potential to be 
unlocked as it presents students with so many opportunities 
to find and test themselves in an environment that challenges 
and at the same time, supports.”

The Croppers are loyal annual supporters of Brentwood 
bursaries. They derive great personal joy in seeing “their stu-
dents” blossom during, and well after, their Brentwood years. 
So much so that their estate plans will cement the Cropper 
Bursary and ensure that young lives continue to be forever 
changed for future Brentonians. Thank you Atholl & Dierdre.

Chris Spicer, 
DIRECTOR OF ADVANCEMENT

Bursaries at Work
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        Hope House! 
           with 113 points

Congratulations to the students, parents, 
alumni and staff of Hope House!

June 30th, 2020 marked our fiscal year end and thus, the official end of this year’s 
Student Impact Fund “House Challenge”. With our highest donor participation rate ever (607 donors), 

a total of  $855,602  was raised this year for the Student Impact Fund. Thank you to all our donors!

Every dollar raised will have a direct and lasting impact on Brentwood students, through increased financial aid, enriched tripartite 
programming, Learning Centre support, enhancements and repairs to our facilities, and much, much more. With the help of some 

true fundraising champions in their midst, Hope House got off to a great start in September and maintained their lead throughout the 
entire year. We applaud the valiant effort that was put forth by parents, alumni, and staff in all of our houses

Above: the students and staff of Hope House, learning of their House Challenge victory on Zoom

.

Here are the final scores for each house:

Hope House Students Donate their Winnings
In light of not being able to celebrate this victory with a year-end BBQ as planned, the Hope House girls chose to 

donate the $2,500 budget that would have been spent on that event, to Brentwood’s “Bursary Now” fund which provides 
emergency tuition relief to families who need it. Thank you to our Hope House dragonflies for their generosity!

Who Will Take Home the Title Next Year?
The House Challenge is on again for the 2020-21 school year. 

More info coming soon!

House Challenge Results

And the 
Winner is . . .



www.brentwood.ca : 89

On September 28th last year, thirty members of the Brent-
wood family took part in the Second Annual “Unwined in the 
Cowichan Valley” event. We hopped on a Brentwood bus and 
started the day at Blue Grouse Estate Winery & Vineyard for 
a wine tasting, then made our way to the Merridale Cidery 
& Distillery where we enjoyed a selection of local cider and 
snacks. Our final stop for the day was Unsworth Vineyards 

where we wrapped up the event with a delicious dinner and 
dessert. A portion of each ticket purchased supported the 
Grad Class of 2020 Endowment Fund — raising $1,550 in total 
for this event. Thank you to everyone who participated! 

Stay tuned for more fun events at:
www.brentwood.bc.ca/giving/advancement-eventsIN THE COWICHAN VALLEY

unwined

Mom on a Mission 
Most of us like a little challenge, maybe it is competing in sports, 
working to a deadline or just playing for the win! As a fundraiser, 
every day is a challenge…until you meet like-minded passionate 
people who also believe 100% in your cause. For me, this person 
is Karen Ciambrelli. 

Karen was new to the Brentwood family in September 2018 
when her daughter Ashley became a Grade 11 boarding student 
in Hope House. Being a new parent, Karen wanted to meet other 
members of the Brentwood family. She came over from the main-
land to attend events, watch school concerts and musicals. She 
even went on the school trip to Disneyland, volunteered at the 
Regatta, and helped out in Hope House in so many ways. Karen 
was all in!

So when Brentwood’s inaugural House Challenge fundraiser 
(in support of the Student Impact Fund) officially launched in 
July 2019, Karen got in touch with me right away. She had a few 
questions about how the competition worked and I told her that 
each person who made a donation would receive one point for 
their affiliated house.

Did I mention that Karen is competitive? When she gets behind 
something, look out! Over the following months, every guest that 

came to Karen’s 
Vancouver home 
would see a poster 
about the House 
Challenge, with a 
suggested donation 
amount and a place 
to keep track of all 
the points gained 
for her daughter’s 
boarding house. She also brought the challenge to her hus-
band’s Civil Engineering firm, gaining even more donations and 
points for Hope House.

Overall, Karen managed to bring in 53 donations during the 
2019-20 school year, totalling $19,290! She chose to direct the 
money to the Grad Class of 2020 Endowment Fund, the Bursary 
Now Fund, the Performing Arts Fund and the Building Fund. 
Without Karen’s enthusiasm, school spirit and love of compe-
tition, our first-ever House Challenge wouldn’t have been the 
success it was. In the process, I gained a wonderful friendship 
with Karen and found a strong advocate for our amazing school.

Thank you Karen, Fred and Ashley ‘20 for your incredible efforts 
in raising funds that will have a life-changing impact on our 
future students...and leading Hope House to victory.

Tracy Arden, 
MANAGER, ANNUAL GIVING
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Your Generosity
Cumulative gifts are recognized below. On behalf of all who study or work on this magnificent campus, 
we acknowlege the remarkable generosity of those who have advanced our school. Thank you!

Wayfinders - Triple Torch - 
($3,000,000.00 + )
Eldon and Anne Foote Fund - 
Edmonton Community Foundation

Wayfinders - Double Torch - 
($2,000,000.00 + )
David Aisenstat (1974)
Art and Mary Jane Crooks
George (1964) and Karen Killy
Millie Livingston
Patrick and Beryl Campbell Charitable 
Trust

Wayfinders - 
($1,000,000.00 + )
Allard Foundation Ltd. & Highbury 
Foundation
Pip (1941) and Catherine Holmes
Woody and Sherrill MacLaren
Duncan and Verda McNeill

Founders’ Council - 
($500,000.00 + )
Audain Foundation for the Visual Arts
Alan and Kitty Brownlee
Tom Heathcott and Linda Southern 
Heathcott
Jin Liu and Lucy Ye
David W.G. Mackenzie (1969)
Mark (1979) and Suzanne McNeill
Tony Novak
Bruce Saville and Kennedy (2003) 
Saville
Wheaton Family
Zhidong Wang and Ye Ji

Leaders’ Council - 
($250,000.00 + )
Atholl and Deirdre Cropper
Charles Dickey and Sheila Wyckoff-
Dickey
Fred and Heather Gallagher
/ Jack Gallagher Education Fund at the 
Calgary Foundation
The Jarvis Family
Michael and Donna Kanovsky
Peter and Julienne Kuttel
Eric Lin and Mei-Ling Lin Shu
Sheng Dong Liu and Li Mei Jiang
Shoji and Akiko Maeda
Doug and Karen, Kirsten (2014) and 
Teagan (2016) McNeill
Ron and Karen McNeil
Andrew and Lynn Purdey
Erin (Smith, 1987) and David Hardy

John Watson
Peter and Alice Wong, parents of Ivan 
(1997), Rex (1998) and Ann (2002)
Calvin Xin
2 Anonymous

Governors’ Council - 
($100,000.00 + )
David Asper (1977)
Daniel and Jenny Bester
Ken (1969) and Bonny Black
Gary and Catherine Briggs
John and Trish Cosulich
The Linda Dutcyvich Family
Vern and Sherri Fauth
Marty and Dennine Giles
The Hersant Family
David Hollands and Carol Prantner
Estate of Sandor Horvath
Andrew (1991) and Lara Housser
Gary and Jutta Hughes
The Leo J Krysa Family Foundation
Dale and Bronwen Lapointe
Brian Lee (1996)
Betty Li
Verne and Betty Lyons
Lauchlin Lyons (1981)
Rod (1980) and Marilyn MacDonald
Judson (1985) and Diane Macor
John and Lynn Madigan
Kyosuke and Junko Maeda
Bill and Gail McCormick
Chip and Molly Meredith
Ramsey H. Milne Family
Clyde and Lynne Ogilvie
Stef (Deunert’ 1987) and Jeff (1985) 
Philipp
J. Ward Phillips Family
John L. Queen
Diana Rahme
Gerald Risk (1986)
Colin P. Rutherford
Ian and Marguerite Sisett
Mrs. Gordon T. Southam
Patrick Stewart
Grant and Grace Sun
Turyk - Bingham Family
Vancouver Foundation
Maury and Barbara Van Vliet
Dick (1940) and Lyn Whittall
Darcy Will
Gerry and Elaine Wood
Woodward Family
John, Kris and Tim (1997) Yewchuk
Shung-Hsiung & Chih-Cheh Yu Family 
6 Anonymous

Head’s Circle - ($50,000.00 + )
John and Celia Allpress
Robert and Heather Brink
Kathey Bryan (1982)
Ruth and Roly Bull
Jae-Sik Cha and Eun Ju Kim
Robin Chan (1995) and Renee Chan 
(2002)
Alison (Williams, 1977) and Steve 
Denure
Martin Duffy (1989)
Sandra, Richard & Isabelle (2015) 
Durrans
Lynn and Rhys Eyton
Ken Fok and Fanny Siu
Alastair Gillespie (1941)
Brock Harris (1993)
Doug and Sharyn Higginson
Jim and Stacey Hildebrandt
Blair Horn (1979)
Rosegarten - Horowitz Fund
Hull Family
Jiang / He Family
Brian (1967) and Jill Kenning
George Kidd (1936)
Sara and Edward Kozel
Paul Lacterman (1971)
Geon Lee and Hye Young Choi
Mike Maxwell-Smith (1979)
Leona McKillop
McLernon Family and Colliers 
International
John (1982) and Marie McNeill
Earle and Janice O’Born
Peter and Linda Oluk
Jack and Jane Pau
Andrea and Gerry Pennells
Pirie Foundation
Neal and Karen (Middleton, 1981) Pirie
Ed Pitoniak and Kate Barber
John (1932) and Barbara Poole Family
Norman Redcliffe
Forrest Rogers Family
Jennifer Sheldon
Kevin Skinner (1977)
Gwenny So
Kevin Stashin and Silvana Quintieri 
Stashin
Mike and Barb Stone
Ralph Jr. and Catherine Thrall
Katherine and Raymond Tong
Victoria Foundation
Samara Walbohm (1989) and Joe 
Shlesinger
Cedric Walker (1924)
Jack and Bev Wallace

Jayson Woodbridge and Helen 
Mawson
Richard Xie and Coco Gao
5 Anonymous

Patrons’ Circle - ($25,000.00 + )
Anako Foundation
Howard Addison
Kris and Sharlene Anderson
Mike and Karen Bergin
Trevor and Amanda Boquist
Jean and Gil Bunch
Dwayne and Adeen Bunning
Bruce Carlson (1964)
Chris and Monica Chan
Yan and Agata Chan
Tai-Liang and Hsiu Hsia Chen
Judy Davis
Donna and Bob Decker
Jack Edson
Sheri Edson
Craig and Jane Ewashko
Bill, Helen, John (1979) and Michael 
(1982) Fitzpatrick
Norm and Pat Francis
Genge Family
Ellen Hansen
Trevor, Judy and Nick (2018) Hill
John Hockin and Leith Barry
Yuquo Kawasaki
Dianne and Irving Kipnes Foundation
Dick Koetsier (1984)
Betty and Leo Krysa
John Krysa (1976)
Kiichi and Etsuko Kurosu
Trish Labuda
Bert and Matty Lang
Frank and Louisa Lee
Hae June Lim and Youn Sook Kim
Paul Liu and Shining Chen
Kaleim (1999) and Elizabeth Manji
Rezwan Manji (2002)
Dale (1978) and Colleen Martin
McLean Foundation
Bruce McPhee
Ted and Judy Mills
David and Gretchen Mitchell
Doug and Vanessa (2002) Morcom
Jeff Murton and Kathryn Adrian
Oldland Family
Keishi and Yoshiko Okuma
Lillian and Leroy Page Foundation
Soonchun Park and Kyungmi Kim
Rick and Velisha Paskuski
Bud and Wendy Patel
John (1944) and Margaret Pitts
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Laurie (Rutherford) Pederson (1973)
Christopher and Tara Poseley
Christopher Redcliffe (2003)
Bill and Marian Ross
David Schneider Family
Peter and Indre Semogas
Robert and Mari Siceloff
Andries and Twiny Smit
Kathy Staples (1982)
Dick and Hope Stroble
Tim (1981) and Suzy (Ostensoe, 1983) 
Tokarsky
Tammie (Morrison, 1979) and Tony 
Toriglia
Eddie Tsai (1985)
Rene and Karin Van Haren
Nancy Van Laeken
Simon Vermegen
Tamara Vrooman and Gregg 
Burkinshaw
Peter and Sue Wagener
Peeter and Mary Wesik
Biff and Dianne Wheeler
Stuart and Corinne Wolfe
Wilmer Family
Maw J. Yang
Je-Uk Yeon and Jung-Ae Lee
Chih-Chen and Li-Wen Yu
Diane and Peter Zell
Weimin Zhang
8 Anonymous

Brentonians’ Circle - 
($10,000.00 + )
Bruce and Jeannie Alexander
Gordon Allan and family
Sheila and Kirk Bailey
Scott and Felicity Bailey
Art and Carole Barber
Barnes Family
Ernie and Jean Beaudin
Ray and Christine Beaulieu
John and Barbara Beddome
Stephen and Kathy Bellringer
Soomyung Bhang and Geunyoung 
Song
Owen Billes (1987)
Rosanne and Brad Blaisdell
Shannon and Andrew Boddy
Jo and Shirley Briggs
John and Marg Briggs, Colin (1992) and 
Shaun (1993) Briggs
Brian and Liz Brown
John E. Buck (1932)
Florence V Burden Foundation
David (1993) and Danielle Burton
Ik Sung Byeun and Eun Suk Shin
Cable Family
Bill Callin
The Candy Family
Stephanie Carlson

John and Jennifer Carr
Brent and Clare Carson
R. Paul Castner
Alan Chan
Peter and Diane Chan
Chao-Jung and Hsiao-Ming Chang
Ollive and Hannah Cheng
John M. Chen-Wing
Leon Cheung
Fred, Karen and Ashley (2020) 
Ciambrelli
Miley and Gwen Clyne
Russ and Ellen Cmolik
Steve and Sheila Cowie
Drew and Jodi Craig
John and Wanda Croft
Don Danard
John (1984) and Sandra Davis
Anne-Marie Decore
Robert Dixon (1994)
Giada (Dobrzensky) del Drago (1995)
Dejan and Vida Dordevich
Paul and Cathy Douglas
Sandy (Sheckter, 1985) and Gabriel 
Eckenstein
Kasane Edmunds (2015)
Marius (1977) and Andrea Felix
Jose and Laura Figueirinhas
Petra and Claus Flemming
Harry and Sandy Ford
Craig and Cindy Francis
Delia Jampel and John Frank
Robin and Jessie French
Curtis Garland
Rita Gausman
Marie Genest
Grant (1981) and Beth (Newton, 1983) 
Gillies
Andrew and Gillian Golding
Adam Gray (1992)
John and Supattra Guiney
Steven Hammerschlag and Debra 
Reynolds
David (1980) and Brette Hampton
Isobel and Sandy Hardie
Linda Hardy
The Hatch Family
Takao and Mika Hatori
Don and Natalie Hatton
Dan (2004) and Nikki Hincks
Gary and Su Yuan Ho
Stephen Ho and Susan Lee
Mike (1978) Holmes and family
John Holt (1982)
Kathryn Holt
Thomas and Fiona Honeybone
Matthias Huhne (1985)
Hunter Family Foundation
Jane and Mark Jackson
Bill and Jessica Jesse
John C. Kerr Family Foundation

Bette Johns
Clayton and Kate Johnston
Brian and Janine Jones
John and Maria Kavanagh
 K. Kartushyn and P. Keele
Keirle Family
Yong Ho and Mi Jeong Kim
Dennis King and Jackie Brumfield
Kevin and Doris Kuo
E.W. Kneeland
Sarah LaBonte (2018)
Gary Last and Cori Simms
Polly Lau and John Wherry
Judy and Nathan Laufer in honour of 
Andrew Laufer
Silken Laumann
Brent Lee
Leighton Family
Dan (1985) and Cheri Lethin
Craig Lightheart (1973)
Hank Lin and Jessie Hsu
Kevin and Ann Love
Bob and Barbara Lynch
Rob and Lesley Mackay
John Mackie and Kate Ecker
Michelle MacLaren (1982)
Sayuri Maeda
Imtiaz and Shahinool Manji
Kenna Creer Manos
Kyle Marsh (1978)
Jo Ann Martin
Brent Marykuca and Stella Du
Peter Mathieson
Steven and Vickie Mavromihalis
Ian (1947) and Pat Maxwell-Smith
The Mazzarella Family
Harvey McDougall
Liam McGowan
Bill and Ruth McIntosh
Robert McLennan
Bertha McVicor
Bruce Milne
Dennis and Kathy Molnar
Bill (1965) and Barbara Morkill
Mike (1977) and Karen Murkowski
Joan Neil
Nielsen Family
Adaobi and Ayoola Olatunbosun
Hyung Sun Park and Mi Sook Lim
Grant and Tara Paulson
Brian and Jo Anne Pavlis
Dan and Gail Philippson
Mairi Pigeon
Frances Plaunt
Cara Gordon Potter
Raffin Family
Harry and Anne Range
The Ratzke Family
Raymond James Canada Foundation
Lloyd and Treacy Reddington
John M. Reed

Rebecca (Day, 1980) and Bill Reynolds
Ed and Betsy Richardson
Blake and Nicky Richardson
Dave Rinning and Margaret Morgan
Ashley and Cheryl Robbins
Charles Ruigrok and Jacqueline Pater
Chris Schmelzle
Bryan (1967) and Patti Scott-Moncrieff
Dong-Pyo Seo and Hyung Soon Park
Sheila Serup (1977) In memory of Alison 
McKerrow
Kyung-Rok Seung
Emily Koetsier Seville (1979)
Mary Margaret and David Shaw
Linda Side and Jim Munro
Richard (1974) and Shannon Tanner
Colin Tassin (1966)
The Hunter Family Foundation
Thomas and Anna Tsui
Jill and Terry Ukrainec
Asahi and Yuiko Uno
Geoff Vale
Dwaine Van Eeuwen (1973)
Chris Van Vliet (1981)
Robert Van Wiltenburg
Sanjay and Masako Varma
Tina, Vik and Tara Vasvani
Grant Weaver (1965)
Dr. Kuo-liang Wei
Fred and Judith Welsh
In Memory of Dick Whittall (1940)
Betty White
Edna Widenmaier
Bill and Marion Wiese
Janet Will
Jean-Marie and Lisa Wilson
John and Leslie Wilson
Ashley and Melinda Witts
Courtenay Wolfe (1990)
Benjamin Wong (2016)
Te Heng Wu
Trish and Steve Yatauro
Paul and Priscilla Yip
Yasuo and Hiromi Yoneya
James and Holly Yoon
Young Family
Philip Yuen and Shirley Chen
15 Anyonomous

Torch Society - ($5,000.00 + )
George and Avril Abakhan
Bruce Abel (1982)
Don and Lois Abel
Joan Anderson
Robert Angle and Muriel Guillaume-
Angle
Jenica Ashlie
Blair (1985) and Assaly Family
John and Kim Barakso
Tanya and Blake Barrett
Doug Bate (1968)



92 : THE BRENTONIAN : 2020 : Celebrating Philanthropy

Beverley Bauche
Steve Bejanski
Mike Best
Murray, Kathryn and Carra Bowes
Jim and Jenny Broere
Michael Brown (2002)
In Memory of Richard Bennett Buxton 
1947
Brian (1980) and Leslie Carr
Rhonda and Kirk Caza
Todd and Suzanne Chuckry
Jason Classon (1993)
Joseph and Frances Cohen
James Cole and Jamie Mason
Rod and Fusako Constable
The Corkal Family
Shelley and Paul Crawford
Morgan Crooks (1994)
Joey (Snyder, 1991) Dahlstrom and Per 
Dahlstrom
Wade Davis (1971)
Gord and Sally Deck
John and Ann Dufton
Duncan Paving
David Dutcyvich
Odd and Gisela Edstrand
Bruce and Susan Edwards
Murray and Carol (McPhee, 1978) 
Erickson
John Eymann
Haig and Mary Farris
Laura Ferreira  and Stephen Titus
Gottfried and Anke Fischer
Patty Fischer
Paul and Marnie Fleming
John and Sherry Floren
Ruth Flynn
Scott Frandsen (1998) and RBC
Terry and Kate Freeman

Juliette (Stronck, 1992) Freybe
Rita Fung
Will Gaherty
GFS Gordon Food Service
Catherine Gibbons and Rebecca (1999) 
Kinkead
Andrew Gillespie (1942)
Eric Thor Gillund (1990)
Nicholas and Julia Glass
Andrea and Jens Grabowski
Jim Greer
The Grimmer Family
William and Lois Harn
Geoff and Keltie Harris
Dr. Edward Harvey and Dr. Lorna 
Marsden
Stephen Hayne (1979)
Tom and Ann Hennessy
Ira Hess-Weller
Norman Hildes-Heim
Tina Hittenberger and Lauren Selman 
(2003)
Fraser Hodge and Wendy Baker
Dave Holland and Lynn Shaw
Richard and Susan Holmes - In honour 
of Holmes Family
Doug Homer-Dixon (1944)
Michael Hummel
Michael and Donna Hutchison
Byoung-Chul Hyun and Hye Jung Won
Bill and Marley Illerbrun
Seung Woong Jang
Bryce Jenner
Yun Keoun Jeong and Oak Lan Kim
Carol Denny and David Jiles
Sarah Hall and Derek Jonson
John and Heather Kahan
Ron Kelly and Margot Hillman
Jim and Janet Kennedy

Jong-Won Kim
Mina Kim
Tae Sik Kim
Woong-Seub and Hwang Yeun Kim
Knappet Construction
Larry and Lisa Konopski
Walter and Karen Kosteckyj
Marina Kushnir
Jennifer Law and William Lancashire
Bill and Denny Lang
Karen and Perry LaVallee
Julian Lees and Yuen Ming Hsu
Lijia Li and Ximing Jiao
Eduardo (1981) and Sheila Libin
Raymond Loch
Virginia and Parker MacCarthy
Greg and Marilyn Mack
Robert and Carol Manning
Scott Matheson (1979)
Ross and Donna Mathewson
Yoshihito and Michico Matsuda
Ean and Pat Maxwell
Heather McBride
Don McBride (1977)
Graeme and Patty McCauley
Lara and Bob McDonald
Judy McKinney
Vern and Sandra McShane
Karen Flavelle and Jamie McTavish
Tony Medina
Paul and Suzanne Merriman
Stanley A. Milner
Ivan and Arunya Mindlin
Jim and Jean Moore
David and Carol Morrison
Erwin and Manuela Mueller
Stephanie Mulvey and Chris Browne
Rob and Lucy Murdoch
Cheryl Murtland

Shawki Nasser El Dine
Dan O’Brien
Kevin (1986) and Xenia 
O’Brien
John O’Brien-Bell
Harold and Diana Oliver
Joan and Dave Park
Jerry Parks and Bonny 
O’Connor
Dennis and Ashlyn Parolin
Lorna Paterson
N.S. Pawliuk & Son 
Contracting Ltd.
Daniel and Trudy Pekarsky
Jim Perry
Bruce and Heather Phillips
Jim and Celia Pickles
Robert Pierce (1992)
Nick Prowse
Jill Purdy
Roger and Gwynneth 
Purnell

Harpreet and Elena Rakhra
Estate of Brent Rawlinson
Raz-Guzman Family
Michael and Susan Reynolds
Jonathan Rhodes (2001)
Bill and Helen Roach
Rick and Jennifer Rodrigues
Leslie and Susie Rudd
Robert and Shirley Salvail
Sheila Sandys-Wunsch
Peter Scarrow (1969) and Leonora Arca
Gary and Mary Schultz
Rosa and Klaus Schultz
Rob Scott and Mary Allen
Scragg Family
Howard and Linda Shannon
Derek Sharpe (1975)
Dan and Marnie Silbergeld
Debbie Sit (1995)
James Smith (1988)
Sally Smith
Simon Snellgrove
Tad and Jeanne Sommerville
Geunyoung Song and Soomyung 
Bhang
Nancy (Liden, 1976) and Stephen 
Sorensen
Chris Spicer
Don and Joan Stanley
Rob and Suzy Stephen
Judy Stewart
Skip (1967) and Judy Stothert
Rob and Shauna Strasdin
Charlie and Kwang Soon Suh
Ed and Shirley Szerze
Neil and Rose Tanner
Ralph A. Thrall (1981)
Tides Canada Foundation
Melanie Toporowski
Tim Topper and Mary Martin
Vivian (Stillwell, 1985) Torres
Chien-Hua Tsai and Lin Mei Yun Tsai
Ming Tsai
Richard and Barbara Tsoi
David Uncles (2004) and Family
United Way of the Lower Mainland
Martin Van Keken
Neil and Miriam Vos
Hans Walbohm
Jing Yu Wang and Carina Zhou
Sheila Wappel-McLean
John and Sarah Whittle
Alan and Brenda Williams
Mike and Julie Williams
Carol Woodward
Andrew Wrenshall and Sonja Jovanovic
Timothy Yewchuk (1997)

VOLUNTEERING AT BRENTWOOD
Thank you to all of 
our volunteers who 
helped make wreaths 
or assisted at the 
Snowball Dinner and 
Theatre, decorated 
for the festive season, 
chaperoned on school 
trips, worked behind 
the scenes at the 
musical or welcomed 
and hosted students 
over school breaks. 
We couldn’t do it 
without you!

Where 
Did donors
direct their
gifts this 

year?
Our Volunteers
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Student Impact Fund: By the Numbers
The 2019-20 Student Impact Fund, formerly known as the Annual Giving Fund, had record breaking results. Each and every donor has 
influenced the Brentwood experience for the students of today and those of tomorrow. We thank all of you who helped make this year’s 
Student Impact Fund such a huge success!

Student Impact Fund 
Beats Our Goal!!WE

DID 
IT!

$855,602
Contributed in 2019-2020  (as of June 30, 2020)

It’s all about participation . . .
2019-2020 - 607 donors 
2018-2019 - 479 donors 
2017-2018 - 455 donors 
2016-2017 - 400 donors

Where 
Did donors
direct their
gifts this 

year?

Total to Foundation:

$302,654Foundation 
Permanent Endowed Funds

Total to Association:

$552,948Association
For Today’s Needs

Directed to:
Student Bursaries - $259,854

Head’s Fund - $181,033     Building Funds - $71,157
Restricted Funds - $40,904

Directed to:
Grad Class Bursary Funds - $113,322
Named Endowment Funds - $64,121

Old Brentonian’s Trust Bursary Fund - $55,881
De Manu In Manum Bursary Fund - $44,849

Boat Funds - $13,091      Rugby Fund - $8,390
Debate Fund - $3,000
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Student Impact Fund 2019-2020
Thank you to our 2019-20 donors! Listed below are the names of all those who have contributed to Brentwood in the period 
from July 2019 to June 2020. Thank you for including Brentwood in your charitable giving this year. We are truly grateful.

Bronwyn Abbott (2002)   
Bruce Abel (1982)   
Jonathan Aitken (1989)   
Saleem and Zahra Ahamed   
Airlie Foundation   
Jeff Allester (1972)   
John and Celia Allpress   
Kathryn Als   
Oliver (1996) and Robyn Amiel   
Peter Andress (1989)   
Charles Angle (2005)   
Tracy and Glenn Arden   
Don Armitage and Lorraine Blake   
Jenica Ashlie   
Richard Attisha (1981)   
Neil and Tamara Aubuchon   
Susan Auchterlonie   
Geo Babcook (1972)   
Emma Backer (2012)   
Clayton Bailey   
Brian M. Baird (1988)   
Natalie Balcom   
Glenn Ball   
John and Kim Barakso   
Darren Barber (1987)   
Trevor Barr   
Wesley Barrett   
Tanya and Blake Barrett   
Noel and Sue Barrington Prowse   
Leith Barry   
Graham Bayles (1978)   
Murray Bayles (1972)   
Owen and Polly Baylis   
Catherine Beaudin (1989)   
Jessica Beausoleil   
Thomas Bell (2018)   
Alex Bell  (2019)   
Gordon and Teresa Benoit     
Soomyung Bhang and Geunyoung Song   
Kara Biryukova   
Graeme Bittorf (1977)   
Sara Blair (1990)   
Rosanne and Brad Blaisdell   
Natalie Boardman   
Ben Bonnofsky (2022)   
Maraina Lightly and Vahid Bossi   
Serge Brachet (1993)   
John Braithwaite   
Dane Broere (2014)   
Ruth Buchanan (1981)   

David and Jane Burkmar   
Tom Burley (1973)   
John Burns (1973)   
Katrina Florez (2014)   
David (1993) and Danielle Burton   
Julian and Joelle Butcher   
Calavia Holdings Ltd.,   
Candy Family   
An Cao   
Bruce Carlson (1964)   
Brian (1980) and Leslie Carr   
Rhonda and Kirk Caza   
Erika Franchesca De Asis Chan (2019)   
Yan and Agata Chan   
John M. Chen-Wing   
Nicholas Chesterley (2006)   
James and Lori Chestnut   
Dominic Chiam and Debby Maria   
Adam Chittick (2000)   
Martino Ciambrelli   
Danielle Ciambrelli   
Isabella Ciambrelli   
Fred, Karen and Ashley (2020) Ciambrelli   
Jason Classon (1993)   
Mark Collinson (2000)   
Paul Collis and Karen Handford   
Andrea (McDonald, 1975) Common   
Cooke Family   
Luis and Mariangeles Coria and Family   
Elizabeth Cosulich (2007)   
Michael Cotterill and Anjali Oberai   
Kathryn Coull   
Hayden and Tammy Cowan   
Steve and Sheila Cowie   
Kirby and Audrey Cox   
Norman Cressey (1970)   
Creus Engineering   
John and Wanda Croft   
Art and Mary Jane Crooks   
Claire Crooks (1991)   
Crawford Crooks (2018)   
Morgan Crooks (1994)   
Atholl and Deirdre Cropper   
Alexis Cruz de Echeverria Weber (2016)   
Brodie (1974) and Brenda Cupples   
Katharine Curry (2012)   
Tegwyn Curtis (2017)   
Keith Curtis and Krysta Atkin   
Lalit and Deepak Dahiya   
Joey (Snyder) Dahlstrom (1991) and Per 

Dahlstrom   
Chad Danard (1997) and Jennifer Allard 
(1997)   
Nigel David (1997)   
Kierstin De West (1991)   
Gord and Sally Deck   
Donna and Bob Decker   
Andrew and Loren Degn   
Dieter Delloch   
Ruth Depew (1977)   
Mario and Marianna DeSandoli   
Carey and Albert Desloges   
Ben and Mandeep Dhami   
Ryan and Holly Dias   
Robert Dixon (1994)   
Sean Dixon (1997)   
E.W. Kneeland   
Matt and Connie Draper   
Duncan Paving   
Sandra, Richard & Isabelle (2015) Durrans   
Dan and Dina Duta   
The Linda Dutcyvich Family   
Ben Edelstein and Mia Barcimanto   
Jean Edge-Partington   
Sheri Edson   
The Edwardson Family   
Peggy and Richard Elmes   
EMCO Corporation   
Stanley and Ndidi Emiko   
Carlos Erding Islas and Corina Fitznar   
Ericson Family   
Stephanie Eschak   
Anne Evamy (1981)   
Travis Ewart   
Lynn and Rhys Eyton   
The Christopher Foundation   
Benjamin Felix (2006)   
Laura Ferreira  and Stephen Titus   
Lee Ferreira (1998)   
Kennedy Feyi   
Jose and Laura Figueirinhas   
Paul and Marnie Fleming   
Andrea Flemming (2000)   
Petra and Claus Flemming   
Mike and Maggie Flynn   
Eldon & Anne Foote Fund at Edmonton 
Community Foundation   
Steven Forte   
Dr. P E and Jose Frangou   
Juliette (Stronck, 1992) Freybe   

Ronald Friedli (1972)   
The Frisch Family   
Natalia and Clayton Fritz   
Bin Fu and Emma Tang   
Leigh Fusick   
Blake and Robin Gage   
Wolfgang Gaisbichler   
Ryan Gallagher (2003)   
Jim Ganley and Jill Napier   
Brock Garden   
Doug Garnett (1982)   
Susan Garvey   
Eric and Karen Gauvin   
Brian Genge (1970)   
Diana (Cheng, 1984) Germain   
Ian Gillespie   
Grant (1981) and Beth (Newton,1983) 
Gillies   
Eric Thor Gillund (1990)   
Luca Gionso and Simona Realini   
Anne Glommen   
Andrew and Gillian Golding   
The Gouthro Family   
Graham Family   
Graphic Office Supplies   
Robert Greene   
Gerard Griffin and Paula Mendes Da Cruz 
Griffin   
The Griffiths Family   
Tsetsos / Guy Family   
Karen Hagg   
Sarah Hall   
Ross Hamilton   
Ellen Hansen   
Alan (2007) and Emily (2007)  Harman   
Cynthia Harris (1996)   
Mike Harris (1992)   
Benjamin Harris (2008)   
Harris & Company LLP   
Holly Harrison   
Crystal Harvey (1993)   
Wendy Haslam   
Takao and Mika Hatori   
Brian Hawksworth (1971)   
Neil and Rosalind Heard   
Tom Heathcott and Linda Southern 
Heathcott   
Karen Hedquist and Terry Marshall   
Nicole Heighington (1988)   
Tyler and Mandy Heisterman   
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Tom and Ann Hennessy   
Tom Herschmiller (1996)   
Jessica Hicks (1996)   
Jim and Stacey Hildebrandt   
Daniel and Lisa Hill   
Dan (2004) and Nikki Hincks   
Reesa Hinks   
Caycee Hochachka   
John Hockin and Leith Barry   
Fraser Hodge and Wendy Baker   
Edith Hofmeister   
David Hollands and Carol Prantner   
Richard and Susan Holmes - In honour of: 
Holmes Family   
John Holt (1982)   
Bruce Homer (1969)   
Wing Shirley Hon   
Thomas and Fiona Honeybone   
Arata Horiguchi and Sunghee Kwon   
Tanya Horn (1985)   
Blair Horn (1979)   
Andrew (1991) and Lara Housser   
Martin Howard (1988)   
Matthias Huhne (1985)   
Hull Family   
Elizabeth Hunt   
Gordon Hurlburt (1972)   
Joey Hutchison (2012)   
Igbinosa Family   
Tim and Kathrin Ilchmann   
Hikari and Mamiko Imai   
Isak Jaama and Mushtaq Samater   
Jane and Mark Jackson   
Linda and Norm James   
Ian and Belinda James   
Seung Woong (Marlin) Jang and Mee-
Ryung Woo   
Jarvis Family   
Bill and Jessica Jesse   
Jiang / He Family   
Kyle Johannsen (2017)   
Surj and Colleen Johel   
Charli Johnson   
Clayton and Kate Johnston   
Patrick Johnston   
Brian and Janine Jones   
Max Jung and Julie Park   
Robin and Lyne Junger   
Muhoozi and Charlotte Kainerugaba   
Cal Kaiser   
Scott Kameron (1995)   
Hoover Kan and Helena Kwok   
Chad Kanovsky (2006)   
In memory of Colin Keen (1989)   
Stephen and Carol Kendall   
Mina Kim   
Adrian and Leslie Kimberley   

Steve and Kristen King   
Paul Kleinschmidt   
Arthur and Mariola Kloc in memory of 
Raphael Kloc   
Knappet Constructions   
Arden Koontz and Teddy Kellam   
Cameron Kring (1974)   
John Krysa (1976)   
The Leo J Krysa Family Foundation   
Holley Kushniryk (1980)   
Paul Lacterman (1971)   
Drs. Nicholas Lamb and Sandra Lamb   
Allison (Zell) Landry (2008)   
Drew Langer   
Cathy Lapointe (1994)   
James Larsen (1999)   
Melinda and Chris Lavigne   
Giselle Lawrence   
Brent Lee   
Brian Lee (1996)   
McKenzie Lee (2006)   
Julian Lees and Yuen Ming Hsu   
Mr. John Legg and Mrs. Sarah Strother   
Gaby and Marcello (1985) Leone   
Sienna Leone (2015)   
Dan (1985) and Cheri Lethin   
Doug Levell (1972)   
Edward Li and Silian Zheng   
Ming Ling and Juhong Xu   
Peter Litherland (1987)   
Pola Litsky   
Millie Livingston   
Bonnie Loewen   
Jacqueline Long   
Paul Long   
Reinhart Loose and Marita Balks   
Jenny Lu   
Ivan Lun (1996)   
John and Julie Luna   
Virginia and Parker MacCarthy   
Christopher MacDonald and Alexandra 
Farrugia   
David W.G. Mackenzie (1969)   
Shawn and Kim Mackenzie   
Gord Pace and Diana Madsen   
Julie Mahfood   
Eileen Mais   
Sarah and David Mais   
Kaleim (1999) and Elizabeth Manji   
Rezwan Manji (2002)   
Kenna Creer Manos   
David Markham (1988)   
Howard and Heather Martin   
Dale (1978) and Colleen Martin   
Brent Marykuca and Stella Du   
Grant Massina   
Valorie Masuda   

Scott Matheson (1979)   
Steven and Vickie Mavromihalis   
Joan and Brian May   
The Mazzarella Family   
Dave and Lisa McCarthy   
Lara and Bob McDonald   
Harvey McDougall   
Ryan (1993) and Kirsten McElgunn   
Jane McKillop   
Scott McKillop (1978)   
Richard McLeay   
Meghan McLeod   
McLernon Family and Colliers International   
Hanna McNeill (2017)   
John (1982) and Marie McNeill   
Kirsten (2014) and Teagan (2016) McNeill   
Ian McPherson and Michele Fry   
John Menefee (1978)   
Patrick Melvin (1986)   
Julie Miller   
Michael Miller   
Alex  Milligan (2006)   
Ted and Judy Mills   
Morgan Milward   
Patrizia (Leone, 1984) Mitchell   
Jacqueline Moller (1996)   
Michael (1972) and Kathe Moran   
Bill (1965) and Barbara Morkill   
Connor Moss   
Sarah Moug (2012)   
Dawna Muller   
Stephanie Mulvey and Chris Browne   
Connie Munro   
Rob and Lucy Murdoch   
Julie Murray   
Scott Murray   
Clifton Murray (1998)   
Jaya Murthy (1993)   
Cheryl Murtland   
Jack Mussallem (1972)   
Aykonur Nakajima (2013)   
Cameron Naqvi (1991)   
Gillian Nasmith   
Shawki Nasser El Dine   
Phil Newns   
Nielsen Family   
Kevin (1986) and Xenia O’Brien   
Catharine O’Brien-Bell (1977)   
Mateo Ocejo (1993)   
Ayosiji and Omobolawa Ogunlade   
Adaobi and Ayoola Olatunbosun   
Olamide Olatunbosun (2018)   
Oldland Family   
Jerome and Ifeoma Olughor   
Isaac and Comfort Onwuama   
Natasha Ostopovich   
Eugen Otto and Christiane Wenckheim   

Michelle Pace   
H & M Pachiorka   
Dennis and Ashlyn Parolin   
Bud and Wendy Patel   
Rianne Pater (2010)   
Jason and Stacy Paton   
Brian and Jo Anne Pavlis   
Laurie (Rutherford, 1973) Pederson  
Andrea and Gerry Pennells   
Jim Perry   
John Pettit (1988)   
Adriane Pettit   
Philip and Petra Pfohe   
Cole Philipp (2015)   
Bruce and Heather Phillips   
Tyler Pickford (2015)   
William Pickles (2003)   
Detlef and Jennifer Pieritz   
Pirie Foundation   
Neal and Karen (Middleton, 1981) Pirie   
Christopher and Tara Poseley   
Cara Gordon Potter   
John Pulos (1984)   
Jill Purdy   
Hamish (1985) Purdy and Jayne Craig   
Roger and Gwynneth Purnell   
Christopher Putterill and Roberta Wagen-
stein   
Harpreet and Elena Rakhra   
Christopher Redcliffe (2003)   
Craig Redl   
John and Lourdes Reed   
Rebecca (Day, 1980) and Bill Reynolds   
Rob and Tori Richards   
Gerald Risk (1986)   
Solen E. Rios (2022)   
Andy and Natalie Roberts   
Bonnie Robinson (1981)   
Mark Robinson   
Neil Robinson and Sue Cheung   
Jim Robson (1972)   
Rick and Jennifer Rodrigues   
Rick Rollins (1966)   
Melanie and Jim Ross   
Phil Ross (1970)   
Sam Ross (1987) and Patrick Bryden   
Sara Ross   
Vivian Rota   
Georgina and Christian Roy   
Jessica (Purdy, 1988) Rozitis   
Kelly Salloum (1979)   
Betsy and Bill Schmitt   
Brad Schock (1978)   
Susan Schroeder   
Michael Scott-Harston (1972)   
Mia Sebastien (2017)   
Nigel and Sharon (Addison, 1989) Selby   
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Lauren Selman (2003)   
Sheila Serup (1977) In memory of Alison 
McKerrow   
Tom and Shona Shadlock   
Naama and Ishai Sharabi   
John and Kirsten Sharp   
David Shaw   
David Sheffield   
Branlin (2004) and Ashley Shockey   
Robert Siceloff   
Ulrich and Christine Siemssen   
Calvin Simpson (2013)   
Patrick (1991) and Brenda Sinclair   
Tracy and Kevin Sinclair   
Ryan Skardal   
Kevin Skinner (1977)   
James Smith (1988)   
Larry and Lynn Smith   
Mitchell Smith   
Phil and Maraina Smith   
Sally Smith   
Tad and Jeanne Sommerville   
Chris Spicer   
Elisette Sroka Carlson (1995)   

Eliza (Massey, 1980) and Edward Stanford   
Cam Stel   
C. Stephen (2006)   
John O’Donnell and Kate Stevenson   
Brant (1993) and Jill Stone   
Mike and Barb Stone   
Pete Stroble (1992)   
Armin and Beatrice Strunz   
Liam and Marilou Sullivan   
Fang Sun   
Grant and Grace Sun   
Yehong Sun   
Astrid Theriau   
Bruce and Karen Tidball   
Glacier Helicopters LTD   
Bhimsen Timalsina   
Vladislav Titenkov and Anna Cheskidova   
Rob Toews (2000)   
Kunimasa and Makiko Tomita   
Melanie Toporowski   
Hailey Toriglia (2012)   
Tammie (Morrison, 1979) and Tony 
Toriglia   
Dani Trueman (1999)   

Eddie Tsai (1985)   
Gordon Tuck and Jennifer Pelton   
Graeme Turvey   
Mark Tustin   
Garry Ullstrom (1980)   
Tobias and Ursula Ursprung   
Charles Vallejo (1996)   
Vancouver Foundation   
Dwaine Van Eeuwen (1973)   
Vern and Sandra Van Leuven   
Birkley Van Oostrom (2018)   
Trevor and Shannon Van Oostrom   
Chris Van Vliet (1981)   
Maury and Barbara Van Vliet   
Simon Vermegen   
Victoria Foundation   
Theo Vigh   
Tamara Vrooman and Gregg Burkinshaw   
Hannah Wade (2011)   
Samara Walbohm (1989) and Joe Shle-
singer   
Jack and Bev Wallace   
Julia (Schenck, 1981) and Detlef Waller   
Trent and Emma Walsh   

Zhidong Wang and Ye Ji   
Jin Bane Wang and Wendy Pan   
Jing Yu Wang and Carina Zhou   
Harold Wardrop and Sharon Hall   
Tim (1984) and Jody Waring   
Jordan and Jenna Warner   
Amy Weinberg (2005)   
Jonathan Weintraub   
Mike and Cara Weirmier   
The Welbergen Family   
Donald (2008) and Angela Wheaton   
Wheaton Family   
Lorie Wheeler and Larry Parks   
Joel R. Whist (1982)   
Murray White (1984)   
Sam White   
Edna Widenmaier   
Gerri Wiens   
Mike Wiggins (1974)   
Darcy Will   
Jordan Wille (2010)   
Steve Williamson   
Karen Willson   
Tyler Wish (1998)   

Mark Wismer and Ulrika Drevniok   
Sarah Wolinsky   
Benjamin Wong   
Peter and Alice Wong, parents of Ivan 
(1997), Rex (1998) and Ann (2002)   
Martin Wood and Dianne Carruth-
ers-Wood   
Kip Woodward (1974)   
Connie and Mike Worth   
Darian Wrenshall   
Richard Xie and Coco Gao   
Trish and Steve Yatauro   
Tae Sik Yoon and Koo Seul Lee   
Cameron York (2011)   
Bill and Maureen Young   
Scott and Tori Zehner   
Diane and Peter Zell   
Zhang / Ma  Family   
Zhao / Chua Family   
Yong Zhong and Dawn Wang   

WHY I GIVE 
Soon after we moved to Fort McMurray in 2005, we met a family whose children were attending Brentwood. As we 
learned more about the school through their experience, we knew that this was an option we had to explore for our own 
children.

After our daughter Shannon graduated from Grade 8, we arranged a visit to Brentwood. It didn’t take long to see that 
Brentwood had created a warm and welcoming environment where Shannon would thrive. She agreed that there were 
many reasons to choose Brentwood: the six-day-week schedule which allowed long breaks at home each term, the var-
iety of interesting elective courses, and the gorgeous campus. Shannon started at Brentwood that Fall for Grade 9 and 
her brother Patrick followed three years later.

Both of them excelled at the School. They appreciated having Arts & Athletics options that wouldn’t have been available 
in their hometown school. Patrick’s pottery creations and Shannon’s short drama career were highlights. Patrick loved 
playing rugby, drumming in the rock band, and living in Ellis house. Best of all was playing hockey in Grade 12 on a team 
with students who had never skated before. The camaraderie and enthusiasm among the players made up for their mod-
est scoring record!

Volunteering and donating to charities and causes 
we believe in has been a part of our lives since we 
attended university. When Brentwood was build-
ing the new cafeteria and then a new residence, 
we were pleased to help with the building fund. 
We have also decided to include the School in 
our will as a legacy commitment. We believe that 
Brentwood’s unique tripartite programming, com-
bined with a nurturing, family atmosphere and 
diverse student population make it a first class 
school. When people ask why our kids attended 
Brentwood, we tell them it was the best gift we 
could ever have given them.
 
Kirk and Sheila Bailey,
Parents of Shannon (OB ‘11) and Patrick (OB ‘14)

  5-9 years of consecutive giving
  10-14 years of consecutive giving
  15-19 years of consecutive giving
  20+ years of consecutive giving

The Baileys - Sheila, Cameron, Patrick ‘14, 
Shannon ‘11 and Kirk
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Sonny Assaly ‘20 (Father, Blair Assaly ‘85)

Hallie Baker ‘20 (Stepfather, Allan Wood ‘76)

Milly Baxby ‘ 23 (Father, David Baxby ‘89)

Annaka Berg ‘ 21 (Mother, Philippa (Hoesli) 
Berg ‘89, Father, Paul Berg ‘88, Uncle, Robert 
Berg ‘90, Aunt, Harriet (Hoesli) Jungen ‘99, 
Uncle, Rupert Hoesli ‘91)

Gregor Blackburn ‘22 (Mother, Natasha 
(Dixon) Blackburn ‘91, Uncle, Gregor Dixon 
‘90, Uncle, Robert Dixon ‘94 & Uncle, Sean 
Dixon ‘97)

Callum BlakeCurrier ‘20 (Mother, Katherine 
Blake ’92 & Uncle, Jeffrey Blake ’91)

Harrison Brands ‘21 (Mother, Sarah Fraser ‘86 
& Aunt, Petra Fraser ‘88))

Bob Bryden ‘20 (Mother, Sam Ross ‘87 & 
Uncle, Drew Ross ‘84)

Bridget Burton ‘23 (Father, David Burton ‘93)

Holly Burton ‘21 (Father, David Burton ‘93)

Cate Cochrane ‘21 (Uncle, Ted Cochrane ‘91)

Lily Cochrane ‘23 (Uncle, Ted Cochrane ‘91)

Kathleen Craddock ‘22 (Aunt, Alison 
Craddock ‘84)

Ally Dafoe ‘21 (Father, John Dafoe ‘86, Aunt, 
Michele (Dafoe) Alban ‘80 & Aunt, Lisa (Dafoe) 
Prowse ‘81)

Olin Dahlstrom ‘21 (Mother, Joey (Synder) 
Dahlstrom ‘91, & Aunt, Carolyn (Synder) 
Pollock ‘89)

Ty Dahlstrom ‘23 (Mother, Joey (Synder) 
Dahlstrom ‘91, & Aunt, Carolyn (Synder) 
Pollock ‘89)

Iysus Da Silva ‘20 (Mother, Catherine Beaudin 
‘89 & Uncle, Earnest Beaudin ‘88)

Kaelin David ‘23 (Father, Nigel David ‘97, Aunt, 
Chantal David ‘01, Uncle, Julian David ‘02, 
Great Aunt, Laurie (Foote) Evans ‘73, Great 
Uncle, Dean Foote ‘73, & Great Uncle, Robert 
Foote ‘71)

Grace Davis ‘22 (Father, John Davis ‘84)

Anthony Else ‘21 (Father, Anthony Else ‘86, 
Aunt, Hilary Else ‘95 & Uncle, Derek Else ‘00)

Liam and Perry Fortier ‘22 (Father, 
Dean Fortier ‘89)

Maurits Freybe ‘20 (Mother, Juliette 
(Stronck) Freybe ‘92)

Lily Furney ‘20 (Father, James 
Furney ‘85)

Andrew Garnett ‘20 (Father, John 
Garnett ‘82)

Simon Gillespie ‘23 (Grandfather, 
Alastair Gillespie ‘41)

Finn Goodall ‘23 (Mother Claire 
Crooks ‘91, Uncle, Morgan Crooks 
‘94 & Uncle, Hew Crooks ‘86)

Sophie Habkirk ’21 (Father, Craig Habkirk ‘86 
& Uncle, Scott Habkirk ‘88)

Cooper Haz ‘19 (Grandfather, Murray Bayles 
‘72, & Great Uncle, Graham Bayles ‘78)

Alexandra Hurmuses ‘22 (Father, Jeffrey 
Hurmuses ‘76)

Baya Ipatowicz ‘23 (Father, Greg Ipatowicz ‘90 
& Uncle, Michael Ipatowicz)

Isaac Keen ‘20 (Father, Colin Keen ‘89 & 
Uncle, Rob Keen ‘90)

Jamaal Kennedy ‘21 (Mother, Nicole Kennedy 
‘93, Great Uncle, Brian Duncan ‘65 & Great 
Great Uncle, Austin Duncan ‘36)

Rosie Koontz ‘22 (Great Grandfather, Ralph 
Davis ‘28 & Great Uncle, Alec Ballachey ‘29)

Jocelyn Lenarcic ‘22 (Mother, Crystal Harvey 
’93)

Katie Lenarcic ‘24 (Mother, Crystal Harvey ’93)

Oren Levy ‘20 (Stepmother, Kate Levy ‘90)

Atisha Roach Lloyd ‘20 (Father, Hamish Lloyd 
‘87 & Aunt, Jennifer Lloyd ‘91)

Pio Lorente ‘20 (Uncle, Miguel Ludlow ’04)

Mazie MacCosham ‘20 (Father, Spence 
MacCosham ’88, Mother Jessie (Chisholm) 
MacCosham ’88 & Uncle Greg 
MacCosham ‘87)

Benjamin MacKenzie ‘ 22 (Uncle, 
David Burton ‘93)

Felix McCormick ‘21 (Mother, Kierstin De West 
‘91 & Uncle, Gavin De West ‘89)

Kennedy McDiarmid ‘21 (Father, Charles 
McDiarmid ‘71 & Uncle, Bruce McDiarmid ‘75)

Sydney McLennan ‘20 (Father, Rob McLennan 
‘84, Uncle, Michael McLennan ‘80 & Uncle, 
Neal McLennan ‘88)

Cameron McNeill ‘ 22 (Father, John McNeill 
‘82 & Uncle, Mark McNeill ‘79)

Grace McNeill ‘20 (Father, John McNeill ‘82 & 
Uncle, Mark McNeill ‘79)

Shayna McNeill ‘20 (Uncle, John McNeill ‘82 & 
Uncle, Mark McNeill ‘79)

William McNeill ‘20 (Father, John McNeill ‘82 & 
Uncle, Mark McNeill ‘79)

Cade Metzler ‘21 (Uncle, Adam Joubert ‘04)

Benjamin Nelson ‘23 (Mother, Fiona 
Chambers ‘88)

Rhys Norman ‘20 (Mother, Blythe Baillie ‘77)

Keeva O’Brien ‘20 (Father, Kevin O’Brien ’86 & 
Uncle, Graham O’Brien ’89)

Maeve O’Brien ‘22 (Father, Kevin O’Brien ’86 
& Uncle, Graham O’Brien ’89)

Davis Pettit ‘23 (Father, John Pettit ‘88 & 
Uncle, Michael Pettit ‘90)

Noel Pettit ‘21 (Father, John Pettit ‘88 & Uncle, 
Michael Pettit ‘90)

Jackson Phillip ‘20 (Father, Leslie Philipp ‘83, 
Uncle, Jeff Philipp ‘85 & Aunt Lois Philipp ‘82)

Jack Pirie ‘20 (Mother, Karen (Middleton) 
Pirie ‘81)

Will Pirie ‘22 (Mother, Karen (Middleton) 
Pirie ‘81)

Emma Powell ‘24 (Mother, Heidi Powell 
‘92, Uncle, Mark Collinson ‘00 & Aunt, Faye 
Bednarczyk ‘95)

Cameron Purdy ‘20 (Father, Hamish Purdy ’85, 
Aunt, Jessica (Purdy) Rozitis ’88, Great Uncle, 
Martin Rogers ‘63, Great Grandfather, Forrest 
Rogers ’30)

Graeme Robertson ‘20 (Father, Chris 
Robertson ‘86)

Alex Scarrow ‘20 (Father, Peter Scarrow ‘69)

Gemma Selby ‘21 (Mother, Sharon (Addison) 
Selby ‘87 & Aunt, Lucy Addison ‘90)

Alice Smith ‘21 (Father, Kelly Smith ‘84 & Aunt, 
Erin Hardy ‘87)

Ella Stone ‘23 (Father, Brant Stone ‘93, Aunt, 
Megan Stone ‘97, & Great Great Uncle, Donald 
Macrae ‘29)

Matthias Streblow ‘20 (Mother, Shari 
MacDonaldStreblow ‘87 & Uncle, Todd 
MacDonald(d) ‘83)

Max Stewart ‘22 (Father, Angus Stewart ‘90 & 
Nigel Stewart ‘87)

Adi Whist ‘20 (Father, Martin Whist ‘85, Uncle, 
Jarl Whist ‘80, Uncle, Joel Whist ‘82 & Aunt, 
Elise Whist ‘83)

Elise Whist ‘20 (Father, Jarl Whist ‘80, Uncle, 
Joel Whist ‘82, Aunt, Elise Whist ‘83, & Uncle 
Martin Whist ‘85)

Indiana Whist ‘21 (Father, Joel Whist ‘82, 
Uncle, Jarl Whist ‘80, Aunt, Elise Whist ‘83 & 
Uncle Martin Whist ‘85)

Legacy Students

Two of our “legacy” students, Grace McNeill ‘20 and Will McNeill ‘20, assist with planting the Grad Class 
of 2020 Commemorative Tree

Legacy Student: a current student that has direct 
relatives who are Old Brentonians

  5-9 years of consecutive giving
  10-14 years of consecutive giving
  15-19 years of consecutive giving
  20+ years of consecutive giving
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Since 1961 our school has changed 
significantly, and our campus planning 
has been the positive catalyst for 
thoughtfully progressive development 
and growth at Brentwood.

Since the launch of our Strategic Plan in 2013, this has 
encompassed not only the blossoming of our physical 
plant and driven broader development addressing 
programming, professional development, enrichment of 
residential life, and staff 
support initiatives. 

THE NEW

waterfront
academic

centre 
AT BRENTWOOD

The new waterfront academic centre
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Resourcing of programs has included a focus on the lives of 
our students with the building of Crooks Hall (2010), major 
house upgrades and including the construction of Hope 
House (2015), an eye to the arts programs with both the T. Gil 
Bunch Centre for the Performing Arts (2003)  and the Centre 
for Arts and Humanities building (2012) and most recently 
our athletics with the Foote Athletic Centre (2018). Our drive 
now is to elevate and broaden our academic programs and 
our teaching impact – as we have done with the other new 
facilities we have built.

A great deal of thought, discussion, planning, designing, 
modeling, re-working, adapting and more, has gone into the 
creation of the new Brentwood waterfront academic and 
rowing centre. This state of the art student centred facility will 

absolutely be built. Current global conditions have dictated 
that we pause briefly on our campaign to raise resources for 
this much needed and truly inspiring facility.

This pause will not last long. Brentwood has already received 
a number of major commitments of financial support for this 
building and conversations continue with members of the 
Brentwood family keen to learn more about this facility and 
how they might participate in its construction.

If you have any questions, please contact Director of 
Advancement,  Chris Spicer chris.spicer@brentwood.bc.ca 

Atrium looking South West Atrium looking East

Level 3 collaboration spaceView from academic walk looking South East
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When Scott arrived on the Brentwood campus in 1996, he could not have 
known that a seemingly innocuous sports choice would set him on a path 
to international competition, world travel, podium finishes, three Olympic 
games, and ultimately, to the helm of one of the world’s most prestigious 
university rowing programs.

Scott was good enough to offer us insights into his time at Brentwood, his passion for competi-
tion and rowing, and his hopes for his athletes at the University of California, Berkeley.

Scott Frandsen ‘98  
Oxford Grad, Three Time Olympian, Olympic Silver Medalist, 
Head Coach of the University of California, Berkeley Men’s Rowing 

rowing became
the journey

(in conversation with Ian McPherson) 
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rowing became
the journey

Scott Frandsen (right) and Dave Calder at the 
2008 Beijing Olympics where they won Silver
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Scott Frandsen - Head Coach 
of Cal’s Men’s Crew

“Nothing will 
ever trump 

hard work and 
persistence; 

set audacious 
goals for 

yourself and 
work towards 

them”
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How did it all start for you at 
Brentwood?
 
I arrived at Brentwood as a skinny kid 
who didn’t really know the rules of 
rugby. I had competed in many other 
sports throughout my childhood but 
was essentially presented with the 
choice of rowing or rugby when I 
arrived. I tried both and had a short-
lived career playing wing on the 2nd 
or 3rd XV but with rowing it just clicked 
fairly quickly.  

I benefited from the entire legendary 
crew of 1996 graduating in the spring 
before I arrived at Brentwood so 
a small group of us were part of a 
rebuilding year which meant a lot of 
one-on-one coaching. I learned the 
basics in a single fairly quickly and from 
there my competitive spirit took over. I 
immediately saw the direct correlation 
between hard work and boat speed; 
those that worked harder each practice 
and over the course of a year typically 
got faster and won. I could do that. As 
I saw more and more progress from 
the hard work that I was putting in, it 
gave me confidence and drove me to 
do more. At that age, you latch on to 
what you are good at and it starts to 
define who you are and that definitely 
happened with me and rowing.

Brentwood was absolutely life-
changing for me. It provided a different 
level of options and expectations that 
I just wouldn’t have had in my previous 
small-town school and gave me the 
fresh start that I needed at the time. 
The transition was difficult as I worked 
to catch up with the academics and find 
my way in totally new social groups, but 
midway through my first year I felt like 
a completely different person. Having 
the quality of teachers, coaches, 
and mentors to look up to like Tony 
Carr and John Allpress made all the 
difference even though I don’t think I 

knew it at the time. Many others played 
a role as well, but those two continue 
to stick out in my memory to this day.
 
How did rowing shape your journey 
after you left the School?
 
Rowing became the journey. I was 
fortunate to have rowing lead me to the 
University of California, Berkeley and 
then to Oxford University; the ability to 
pursue an undergraduate and master’s 
degree at these universities while 
also competing with some of the best 
young rowers in the world was really 
special.  After graduating from Oxford, 
I moved to Victoria fulltime to train with 
the Canadian team with the hopes 
of earning a seat in the Men’s Eight. I 
spent most of the next 10 years training 
on Elk Lake and was able to race at the 
Athens, Beijing, and London Olympics 
in the 8+, 2-, and 2- respectively.  

You raced in World Championships, 
the Brentwood Regatta, and the 
Olympics three times, all great events. 
What was the highlight of your career 
as an athlete?

Each phase of my rowing career has 
its memorable highlights and I think 
that each success or failure taught me 
something that allowed the next phase 
to be possible. I didn’t go into any of 
the teams that I joined as the clear 
recruit or the guy that was obviously 
going to be successful. I had to fight 
to earn respect and to overcome 
doubting coaches at almost every 
level. The single highlight has to be 
racing in the pair with fellow Brentwood 
Alumnus Dave Calder, ‘96 at the Beijing 
Olympics. It was an interesting road 
that led us into the pair together and 
we burst onto the scene at the Lucerne 
World Cup, where we won, two months 
before the Olympics. Looking back at 
how we managed the ups and downs 

of that summer, recovering from a 
shaky performance in the heat of the 
Olympics to rally in the semifinal and 
have our best race in the final to win 
the Silver, brings a big smile to my face. 
Under a huge amount of pressure, 
mostly self-imposed, we persisted and 
performed when it mattered most.
 
How did you get into coaching? Was it 
always in the cards?
 
I got a call from then Cal Head Coach, 
Mike Teti, a few months before the 
London Olympics about joining him as 
an assistant coach. I had a job waiting 
for me in finance and that had been the 
plan, but the idea of returning to the 
program at Cal that had meant so much 
to me was really intriguing. It took a few 
weeks of deliberating about which path 
to take and I’m very happy every day 
that I decided to try coaching. I spent 
six years as the assistant and then 
when Mike moved on to coach the US 
Olympic team again, I was able to get 
the Head Coaching job.
 
What is it about coaching that appeals 
to you?

I see it as a huge honor to be the 
steward of the team now and there is 
a lot of pride and pressure that goes 
along with that. I want to make sure 
the program continues the success 
that we’ve had for most of our history 
and I want the experience of rowing 
at Berkeley to be the same formative 
experience that it was for me. It truly 
can be life-changing and it is one of 
the hardest things these young men 
will ever do. To be able to manage 
academics at the top public university 
in the world while training every day to 
win a national championship and also 
navigating the social pressures and 
personal growth that occurs between 
the age of 18-22 is difficult!  But getting 
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through and thriving in the difficult 
workouts and late night study groups 
bonds these guys together for life and 
prepares them to excel in life more than 
a normal university experience.  
 
As a coach what drives you and your 
approach to work and life? 
 
This is ever evolving. The primary drive 
is to win and to help these young men 
win and create lifelong memories. 
That will always be paramount. But 
there is an overarching motivation 
that is creeping 
into what drives me 
to build out every 
possible aspect of 
the program and 
make sure we are 
the best in every 
possible way. That 
includes our team 
academic results, our 
recruiting efforts, continually tweaking 
the training program, fund raising, the 
relationships that we are building with 
every department on campus, how 
we market the team with social media, 
and the coverage of our races. I joke 
that very little of what I do is actually 
coaching rowing, but if I’m not pushing 
all of these other areas as well, we 
won’t have a successful program.

I am also driven by the passion of 
being part of a group that is genuinely 
pursuing excellence. It is a difficult life 
to live and many claim to be attempting 
it without actually following through 
and taking care of the important details. 
But if you can gather a group of young 
people and instill a culture of making 
the right decision 100 times every 
day, the momentum that can be built 
is really motivating. My job is to try to 
instill that culture and hold everyone 
to a high standard while developing 
these young guys, in my case, and 

helping them to make those decisions 
and commit to something fully. Some 
understand it immediately and it is a 
learning process for others.

You’ve had a remarkable journey 
thus far with lots of moments to offer 
reflection. What have you learned 
about yourself and coaching?

To value the passion and the hard work 
as much as the result. We are here to 
win and nothing will ever replace that, 
but in a high performance environment 

like this there will be 
guys that are in the 
second and third boat 
that are fully committed 
and driving the team 
forward. We need that 
at all levels of the team 
and I’m not sure I valued 
that as much when I was 
a student-athlete here.

 
Lastly, anything you’d like to share with 
our current students?
 
To the current students: take 
advantage of every opportunity that 
you have at Brentwood and understand 
what an amazing place it is to go to 
high school. It is easy to lose sight 
of that with all of the homework or 
pressure to do well, but it is a beautiful 
setting and the school can be the 
springboard onto great things. And 
nothing will ever trump hard work 
and persistence; set audacious goals 
for yourself and work towards them 
regardless of what anyone says.

We thank Scott for his time and wish him 

the best for this season.

 

“Value the passion 
and the hard work as 
much as the result”

Frandsen with the Cal 
rowing team
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HOPE - ACHIEVE - GROW - WONDER - INSPIRE - IMAGINE - MOVE - CHALLENGE - PERSIST - FULFIL - ENCOURAGE - ACT

We received so many wonderful nominations 
from the Brentwood community in response 
to our “COVID-19 Alumni Recognition Project” 
recognizing the selfless service of our alumni 
around the world, as COVID-19 began to take its 
toll. From nurses to accountants, musicians to 

university students, we are incredibly proud 
of our Old Brentonians for their 
contributions to their communities.  
From all of us at Brentwood, 
THANK YOU!

alumni ON THE FRONT LINES

Charlotte Wilson, Allard ‘12 
Nurse at Royal Jubilee Hospital, 
Victoria, BC

Carien Smit, Alex ‘12 
Doctor at the National Health 
Service, Carlisle, England

Hanna McNeill, Alex ‘17 
Nursing Student and Volunteer at 
Mount Royal University, Calgary, AB

Axel Ewashko, Rogers ‘19 
Student at the University of British 
Columbia and community volunteer, 
Fort McMurray, AB

Laura McCarthy, Alex ‘04 
Full Spectrum Doula and community 
volunteer, Cowichan Valley, BC

Nathan Cheng, Privett ‘08 
Paramedic at BC Emergency Health 
Services, Vancouver, BC

Andy Youn, Rogers ‘07 
Impact Lead at Korea Legacy 
Committee and community 
volunteer, Seoul, Korea

Matthew Douma, Rogers ‘00 
Clinical Nurse Educator at Alberta 
Health Services, Edmonton, AB

Tammie Toriglia (Morrison), Alex ‘79 
Owner & Pharmacist at Pharmsave, 
Parksville, BC

Stacey Gilham, Mack ‘04 
Nurse at University of Alberta 
Hospital, Edmonton, AB

Katherine Higginson, Gwynneth ‘05 
Nurse at Vancouver General 
Hospital, Vancouver, BC

Matt Masters (Burgener), Rogers ‘93 
Freelance Musician, Calgary, AB

Russell Miller, Ellis ‘08 
Account Executive at Bench 
Accounting, Vancouver, BC

Cameron Villanueva, Privett ‘11 
Lead Associate at Bench Accounting, 
Vancouver, BC

Malcolm Howard, Ellis ‘01 
Anesthesia Resident at University of 
Western Ontario, London, ON
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WHAT ARE YOU CURRENTLY DOING PROFESSIONALLY? 
I am a photographer of travel (S.E. Asia) and the arts, based on the Gold 
Coast of Australia. I just returned from learning about the flora and fauna 
of the Cardamom Mountains in Cambodia. My photographic subjects 
ranged from apes to great hornbill birds that stand over four feet tall, as 
well as some of the most spectacular trees and ancient jungle growth 
on Earth. I hadn’t planned on getting semi-stranded there but due to 
COVID-19 restrictions and cancellations, quite an unexpected drama 
unfolded. Time was a currency with which I suddenly became rich. 

WHAT ACHIEVEMENT(S) ARE YOU MOST PROUD OF?
I once broke both legs in a skiing accident and went on to run seven 
marathons.

HOW DO YOU DEFINE SUCCESS?
Success to me, is to love and be loved.

WHAT MOTIVATES YOU TO GET OUT OF BED EVERY MORNING?
I am motivated each day by a desire to get better at my craft and to never 
miss a sunrise - sometimes, if I’m lucky, the two collide.

WHAT WAS THE LAST NEW THING YOU TRIED?
The last new thing I tried and now to try to do each waking moment is to 
check in on my sense of entitlement. Throughout my travels, particularly 
to less developed regions, I have discovered that there is an absence 
of any sense of entitlement, and an abundance within me. The lack of 
one, in my opinion, is why people are so happy in harsh conditions. I 
endeavour to be more like them every day.

SPECIFIC SKILL(S) YOU DEVELOPED AT BRENTWOOD 
THAT YOU USE TO THIS DAY?
I’m a passionate speller, wordsmith and grammar enthusiast. I’m 
beginning to write more and these skills remain so relevant today.

FAVOURITE BRENTWOOD TEACHER?
Mr. Ivor Ford and Dr. Grafton.

WHY?
Both were so in love with the English language, and that was infectious. 
One was smitten with the language’s romantic, poetic notions and the 
other was obsessed with its misuse in the journalistic world. The same 
language studied two completely different ways. That amused me..

DO YOU HAVE A FAVOURITE QUOTE OR MANTRA?
“All of us have in our veins the exact same percentage of salt in our blood 
that exists in the ocean, and, therefore, we have salt in our blood, in our 
sweat and in our tears. We are tied to the ocean. So when we go back 
to the sea - whether it is to sail or to watch it - we are going back from 
whence we came.” - John F. Kennedy

IF YOU COULD CHANGE ONE THING ABOUT THE WORLD, 
WHAT WOULD IT BE?
Every human needs a safe country to call home, to belong to. I am 
saddened by the millions of refugees that struggle in every way 
imaginable searching (begging) for a home country, even as I type this. 
My change would be to give them their safety and a long term, 
stable solution.

WHAT’S NEXT FOR YOU?
I will write more, starting with a collection of short stories. I’ll also prepare 
an entry to the Banff Mountain Film Festival, photography essay category, 
for next year’s festival.

ONE PIECE OF ADVICE FOR CURRENT BRENTWOOD STUDENTS?
Practice equanimity and be kind. “But what if they’re mean?” Still be kind.

GRANT 
TRAMMELL

ALUMNI Q&A

PRIVETT ‘81
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“Time was 
a currency with 
which I suddenly 

became rich”



JAEMOK 
LEE

ALUMNI Q&A

WHITTALL ‘09

WHAT ARE YOU CURRENTLY DOING 
PROFESSIONALLY? 
I currently serve in the Canadian Armed Forces 
as a Combat Engineer Officer of the Canadian 
Army. My role is Operations Officer of the 39 
Canadian Brigade Group – the Army in British 
Columbia.

WHAT ACHIEVEMENT(S) ARE YOU MOST 
PROUD OF?
In the context of work, I’m most proud of 
completing the New Zealand Army Aumangea 
Programme – a test of resilience, the Combat 
Diver course, and serving alongside some of 
Canada’s tremendous soldiers in training at 
home and in operations overseas.

HOW DO YOU DEFINE SUCCESS?
Establishing a balance that allows me to 
achieve happiness in all aspects of my 
life. Personally, that means thriving in my 
profession, but also living my life to the fullest 
with my loved ones.

WHAT MOTIVATES YOU TO GET 
OUT OF BED EVERY MORNING?
After immigrating to Canada, I observed 
my mother and father struggle through 
hardships and heartaches in a foreign 
country, where they barely spoke English. 
Their grit, perseverance and determination to 
provide the best for my sister and I taught me 
the value of hard work and drive – this is one 

of many things that motivates me daily.

WHAT WAS THE LAST NEW THING 
YOU TRIED?
Ube (purple sweet potato) pie in Hawaii – it’s 
probably the best thing in this world. 

SPECIFIC SKILL(S) YOU DEVELOPED AT 
BRENTWOOD THAT YOU USE TO THIS DAY?
Teamwork; through soccer and rugby. 
Leadership; through being a prefect in Whittall 
House. Adaptability; through living away from 
home and learning to quickly acclimate to new 
situations.
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FAVOURITE BRENTWOOD TEACHER?
Mr. Gage.

WHY?
He was my financial accounting teacher, but 
more importantly, my house parent. He was 
a mentor through a very influential part of my 
life. He had an infectious, calm demeanour, 
and cared for the well-being of his Whittall 
boys. He was someone I could always trust.

DO YOU HAVE A FAVOURITE QUOTE OR 
MANTRA?
“Adapt, persevere and win”.

IF YOU COULD CHANGE ONE THING 
ABOUT THE WORLD, WHAT WOULD IT BE?
That the entire world embraces contribution. 
When we all contribute, it not only increases 
the wellness of the world, but your own 
personal wellness. 

WHAT’S NEXT FOR YOU?
Once the COVID-19 battle is over, I’m headed 
to the Canadian Army Command and Staff 
College in Kingston, Ontario to attend the 
Army Operations Course. Also, waiting to be 
able to continue my travel adventures around 
the world!

ONE PIECE OF ADVICE FOR CURRENT 
BRENTWOOD STUDENTS?
Maintain your humility. As one of my role 
models recently advised me, you’re never 
the smartest person in the room. In the CAF, 
teamwork is crucial – have a growth mindset, 
respect your teammates and do your part to 
achieve the mission.

“Adapt,
perservere and

win”
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“Success is being
able to face yourself

and like what
you see”
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WHAT ARE YOU CURRENTLY DOING PROFESSIONALLY? 
I’m an independent filmmaker based in New York. I produce 
creative content for film and television.

WHAT ACHIEVEMENT(S) ARE YOU MOST PROUD OF?
Producing JIM: THE JAMES FOLEY STORY for HBO. It was a 
challenging film to make but reclaiming Jim’s story for his family 
and colleagues and sharing the necessity and importance of his 
work was incredibly rewarding. The film premiered at Sundance 
Film Festival where we won the Audience Award. We were 
nominated for an Academy Award for best original song - a 
piece that Sting wrote for the film - and I won an Emmy Award 
for Exceptional Merit in Documentary Filmmaking

HOW DO YOU DEFINE SUCCESS?
Being able to face yourself and like what you see. Not just who 
you are and what you do, but how you got there and the way 
you do things.

WHAT MOTIVATES YOU TO GET OUT OF BED EVERY 
MORNING?
 Coffee and the opportunity to reinvent myself.

WHAT WAS THE LAST NEW THING YOU TRIED?
I recently took my first solo road trip and headed to the 
mountains of New Mexico. I spent a few weeks in Taos, 
explored Ghost Ranch on horseback and spent a few days in 
Santa Fe. New Mexico is a magical place. It’s no surprise that so 
many artists have spent time and found great inspiration there. 

SPECIFIC SKILL(S) YOU DEVELOPED AT BRENTWOOD 
THAT YOU USE TO THIS DAY?
Organizing your space! Folding underwear seemed overkill 
at the time but in reality, my mind is only as organized as my 
space.

FAVOURITE BRENTWOOD TEACHER?
They were all my favorite. My most memorable was Mr. Digby.

WHY?
He taught me how to write a logline. Still writing them today.

DO YOU HAVE A FAVOURITE QUOTE OR MANTRA?
“No sympathy for the devil; keep that in mind. Buy the ticket, 
take the ride…and if it occasionally gets a little heavier than 
what you had in mind, well…maybe chalk it up to forced 
consciousness expansion: Tune in, freak out, get beaten.” - 
Hunter S. Thompson

IF YOU COULD CHANGE ONE THING ABOUT THE WORLD, 
WHAT WOULD IT BE?
More empathy.

WHAT’S NEXT FOR YOU?
Currently writing a new project that explores a personal story. 

ONE PIECE OF ADVICE FOR CURRENT BRENTWOOD 
STUDENTS?
Our culture often shares our successes and our masteries, but 
we don’t often expose the obstacles and the processes we 
went through to get there. Don’t be afraid to fail. The harder you 
fail, the bigger the lesson, the more building blocks you have for 
success.

EVA 
LIPMAN

ALUMNI Q&A

ALEX ‘02

“Success is being
able to face yourself

and like what
you see”
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NISAN 
ABDULKADER

ALUMNI Q&A

ALLARD ‘12

WHAT ARE YOU CURRENTLY DOING 
PROFESSIONALLY? 
Breaking glass ceilings! As Vice President 
(Africa) at Wavteq, I work as an advisor to African 
governments on how to best respond to the 
significant FDI opportunity which has created 
an estimated 0.5 million high-value jobs across 
the continent. I specifically support government 
authorities to understand the strategy and 
requirements they need to create sustainable 
quality jobs for Africans across the continent.

WHAT ACHIEVEMENT(S) ARE YOU MOST 
PROUD OF?
Staying authentic and true to my values & 
beliefs throughout my personal and professional 

growth. Always being open to adapt, learn and 
grow no matter the success I achieve. Moving 
& working across 20 countries, speaking six 
languages and learning more! Most importantly, 
never forgetting where I came from. 

HOW DO YOU DEFINE SUCCESS?
Success is an attitude. To quote my favourite 
poet Maya Angelou, “life is not merely to 
survive, but to thrive; and to do so with some 
passion, some compassion, some humor, and 
some style”. It really is a continuous process 
of growth and loving what you do, so that you 
never have to “work” for the rest of your life.

WHAT MOTIVATES YOU TO GET OUT OF BED 
EVERY MORNING?
The smell of coffee! Oh yeah, right...and the fact 
that every day is an opportunity to make the 
world a better place.

WHAT WAS THE LAST NEW THING YOU 
TRIED?
The TikTok app and Tabata workouts. 
#neveragain 

SPECIFIC SKILL(S) YOU DEVELOPED AT 
BRENTWOOD THAT YOU USE TO THIS DAY?
Reflective critical thinking. In my daily life, I am 
faced with making hard decisions. Being able 
to reflect and not take everything at face value 
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has contributed to making me a well-informed 
leader and citizen of the world

FAVOURITE BRENTWOOD TEACHER?
Way too many! Mama C for being the kindest 
house parent. Wismer for driving my passion 
for politics. Sullivan for making the history 
books come to life and Ms. Widenmaier for 
teaching me that life must be lived in its full 
creative spirit!

DO YOU HAVE A FAVOURITE QUOTE OR 
MANTRA?
“I stood at the edge, claimed it as central and 
let the rest of the world move over to where I 
was” – Toni Morrison

IF YOU COULD CHANGE ONE THING 
ABOUT THE WORLD, WHAT WOULD IT BE?
The absence of empathy.
 
WHAT’S NEXT FOR YOU?
Moving back to the motherland – Kenya. 
Growing our African presence at Wavteq and, 
on the side, working with rural women to scale 
up their social enterprises.

ONE PIECE OF ADVICE FOR CURRENT 
BRENTWOOD STUDENTS?
Get comfortable being uncomfortable & live 
your life to the fullest!

“Get comfortable
being uncomfortable

and live your life
to the fullest”
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“Commit
fully to whatever 

you choose”
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CANDICE 
KABANTSOV 

(ALBACH)

ALUMNI Q&A

MACK ‘98

WHAT ARE YOU CURRENTLY DOING PROFESSIONALLY 
OR OTHERWISE?
Currently, I co-own Copper Spirit Distillery - a craft distillery on Bowen 
Island, BC. We produce organic spirits; mainly vodka, white rye spirit, 
gin and our whisky, aging in barrels. Innovative liqueurs to come. My 
husband distills and operates the distillery and I formulate recipes with 
botanicals and operate the tasting room and lounge.

WHAT ACHIEVEMENT(S) ARE YOU MOST PROUD OF?
1) It may be cliche, but motherhood is definitely up there. 

2) It took five years from conception to production to build the distillery. 
We overcame many challenges and I’m very proud to present our final 
product. 

3) Mainly, I’m proud to be standing on two feet and healthy. From the 
age of 25-31 I teeter-tottered between running a photography business 
and being bedridden with a severe ruptured disc and other health 
issues. I was depressed. I suffered excruciating pain for years while on 
a cocktail of T-3s and other pharmaceuticals. I was told to learn pain 
management because I was destined for a life of chronic pain, limited 
mobility and several surgeries. Instead of withering away, I garnered 
the will to overcome my pain. I investigated alternative therapies and I 
revamped my diet and lifestyle. Eventually I regained full mobility, rebuilt 
my immune system and now live pain free.

HOW DO YOU DEFINE SUCCESS?
Success is being at peace with oneself whilst operating from integrity 
and love, regardless of one’s circumstances.

WHAT MOTIVATES YOU TO GET OUT OF BED EACH MORNING?
Feeding my children, watering the garden and caring for the people and 
things I love. 

WHAT WAS THE LAST NEW THING YOU TRIED?
Implementing meditation in my life. I’m also trying to be more intentional 
with my garden, rather than just throwing seeds in the ground and 
crossing my fingers. This year I’m sprouting herbs, flowers and 
vegetables and educating myself about their ideal conditions...and then 
crossing my fingers. 

SPECIFIC SKILLS YOU DEVELOPED AT BRENTWOOD THAT 
YOU USE TO THIS DAY?
At Brentwood, I discovered that I was athletic. If it was not required I 
would never have been motivated to try triathlon which led to many 
other athletic passions. More importantly, being exposed to so many 
activities instilled confidence to try new things and awareness that 
I’m capable of more than I know. I’ve carried this confidence into my 
daily problem solving. (And when you start a business there are always 
problems) 

FAVOURITE BRENTWOOD TEACHERS AND WHY?
Mr. Ford, because he taught me the value of strong verbs. He 
commanded attention with authority and an uncanny sense of humour. 
“Pennies from Heaven”.  “Close but no cigar”

Mr. Pennells, because his excitement for biology was so contagious and 
unassuming. He was humble and unpretentious. 

Mr. Cooper, because he recognized my passion for music and he 
invested in my success. 

DO YOU HAVE A FAVOURITE QUOTE OR MANTRA?
“Be kind. Be love.” 

IF YOU COULD CHANGE ONE THING ABOUT THE WORLD 
WHAT WOULD IT BE?
I would end child suffering and ensure that the basic needs of all children 
were met. Hopefully then, fear and desperation wouldn’t evolve into 
violence. Also, everything would be gluten-free so I could eat it. I’m celiac.

WHAT’S NEXT FOR YOU?
I’m developing a brand (Spank Your Spirit) of organic cocktail bitters and 
garnishes, coming soon. 

ONE PIECE OF ADVICE FOR CURRENT BRENTWOOD STUDENTS?
Commit fully to whatever you choose, always take responsibility and 
know that you can change your mind!
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WHAT ARE YOU CURRENTLY DOING PROFESSIONALLY? 
I’m the CEO/Founder of Kranked Bikes, a start up business with a 
mission to redefine electric performance for mountain bikes. 

WHAT ACHIEVEMENT(S) ARE YOU MOST PROUD OF?
Living a life full of adventure, creation and wonder. In the process, 
I have been involved in publishing, film and product design. The 
achievement I am most proud of, besides living my best life, is 
inspiring people to get outside into the wonder of nature with a 
healthy dose of adrenaline.

HOW DO YOU DEFINE SUCCESS?
When I am present, in the moment and in awe.

WHAT MOTIVATES YOU TO GET OUT OF BED EVERY MORNING?
The opportunity to create and the joy of my morning coffee!

WHAT WAS THE LAST NEW THING YOU TRIED?
A prototype electric drive with precision German gears that sounds 
like a soft summer breeze but has the power of a nitrous-boosted 
dragster!

SPECIFIC SKILL(S) YOU DEVELOPED AT BRENTWOOD 
THAT YOU USE TO THIS DAY?
Focus, competitive mindset, Olympic-level physical training, 
leadership, full days of work, sport and art. All these things set a 
high bar for what an average day can be!

FAVOURITE BRENTWOOD TEACHER?
Mr. Baldwin, Mr. Queen, Mr. Ford, and Mrs. Smith.

WHY?
The teachers I had the pleasure of knowing were all slightly quirky, 
but really good at their craft. Mr. Baldwin taught critical thinking 
and adventure, while pursuing results. Mr. Queen was a master 
at coaching us to optimal performance. Mr. Ford made English 
and rugby amazing. Mrs Smith curated a special creative place 
at the pottery shack, which was a great counterbalance to the 
performance culture of the rest of the school.

DO YOU HAVE A FAVOURITE QUOTE OR MANTRA?
“Get into nature with a healthy dose of adrenaline”

IF YOU COULD CHANGE ONE THING ABOUT THE WORLD, 
WHAT WOULD IT BE?
We live in an amazing world. I’d change the ability of politicians to 
renege on their election promises.

WHAT’S NEXT FOR YOU?
Commercialization of the Kranked Hyperdrive, getting back into action 
sports cinematography and pursuing the next level of flow state.

ONE PIECE OF ADVICE FOR CURRENT BRENTWOOD STUDENTS?
The unique bond of spending your formative teenage years living 
and schooling with your friends is really special. Stay in touch and 
honour those friendships with good energy now and into the future!

BJ0RN 
ENGA

ALUMNI Q&A

WHITTALL ‘86
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“Get into nature with a 
healthy dose of adrenaline”
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zoom
GUESTS
We are deeply grateful to the many 
alumni and special guests who 
volunteered their time to drop into 
dozens of Brentwood Zoom classes, 
assemblies and meetings during the 
Spring 2020 term, as we underwent 
a seismic shift to online learning 
in light of COVID-19. As “Zoom 
fatigue” began to set in, their guest 
appearances and contributions to the 
online environment added a much-
needed boost of excitement and 
encouragement to our students. We 
couldn’t be more grateful and we look 
forward to welcoming more of you 
into the classroom next year!

1 Adam Erickson ‘06, Financial Planning & 
Analysis Manager at Four Seasons Hotels & 
Resorts, dropped into an Intro to Business 10 class

2 Alejandro Godin ‘17 assisting with AP Calculus 
12 instruction

3 Ariana Vito ‘07, Electric Vehicle Infrastructure 
Consultant for the City of Santa Monica, giving a 
presentation to the Human Geography 12 class

4 Clifton Murray ‘98 made a special guest 
appearance at an online assembly, before sharing 
his trio’s (The Tenors) rendition of “Bridge Over 
Troubled Water”

5 Eve Laird ‘09, creator of Eve’s Crackers, 
speaking to the Entrepreneurship 10 class

6 Kari Brown-John (parent of Lexus ‘20), shared 
her journey on living with MS, during an online 
assembly 5

 5

3

 1

4

6

2
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 12
9 Three former Brentwood Dance Captians, Bryony 
Blake ‘04, Noah McKimm ‘10 and Michelle Mazzarella ‘13, 
leading a Brentwood Arts Fair masterclass with dance 
teacher Lorraine Blake 

10 Ophelia Chua ‘08, Director at Strategic Initiatives at 
American Ballet Theatre, New York, speaking to an Intro 
to Business 10 class

11 Rosie Castillo (Casey Rose) ‘04, professional tattoo 
artist, leading a Brentwood Arts Fair masterclass

12 Sloan Dickey ‘09, TV news anchor and journalist at 
Denver7 (ABC), leading a Brentwood Arts Fair masterclass

13 Toby Collis Handford ‘15, assisting with an English 12 
class

14 Tyler Wish ‘98, Co-founder at NACBio led an AP 
Biology 12 class

15 Sydney Payne ‘15, Geography Graduate from 
UC Berkeley, Alex Kearney ‘12, PhD candidate in 
Reinforcement Learning and Artificial Intelligence at the 
University of Alberta, and Brentwood RFA Sophie Ackert, 
formed the judging panel for the final presentations from 
the Geography 12 class

16 Haley Hockin ‘19, student at Boston College, dropped 
into an Allard House meeting to share her experiences 
with the girls

7 8

9 10 11

 13

 16 15

 16

 14

7 Katie Lin ‘02, Campaign Director at SeaLegacy, 
speaking with the Brentwood Environmental Action Team 
(BEAT) student club

8 Nisan Abdulkader ‘12, Vice President (Africa) at 
WAVTEQ, speaks to the Human Geography 12 class 
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Chloë arrived on campus 
for Grade 10 having been 
homeschooled on BC’s 
beautiful Sunshine Coast. 
Since leaving Brentwood, 
her career has taken many 
turns, as has her life. 
 
Her passions are many as 
are the challenges she has 
faced. Fashion designer, 
entrepreneur, Indigenous 
advocate, and technology 
pioneer. Chloë does not 
shy away from challenges, 
be they philosophical or 
physical. 

When students look back at their time 
at Brentwood, inevitably some staff 
members stand out as having made a 
difference. Who stands out for you?

Well, Mrs. Arthurs was my French 
teacher and she was just such a 
wonderful teacher. And she was just so 
supportive of my individuality. I felt cared 
for by her, that I couldn’t do any wrong. 
And that’s a really positive feeling for a 
kid. I came from this remote schooling; 
I was homeschooled until I went to 
Brentwood, so it was a pretty shocking 
transition and I was pretty nervous about 
it. But teachers like Mrs. Arthurs made 
me feel comfortable and that it was okay 
to be an individual. I should mention Mrs. 
Jackson too, she was Houseparent of 
Mackenzie when I was there. And I have 
to give her kudos for putting up with my 
individuality. 

I was pretty actively wanting to be with 
other teenagers and telling my parents 
it was basically child abuse to keep 
me in this remote community with no 
television and no phone and no boys! So 
I advocated for myself to go to school. 
And Brentwood was where my parents 
chose I go. I was excited about going 
there but the transition was significant. 
Not necessarily with the education, 

but keeping up with schedules I hadn’t 
done before, and rules. I learned how to 
navigate the system at Brentwood. And 
that was a good education for navigating 
the system in life, I suppose.

Tell me a little bit about your journey 
into art and design and what drew you 
to those things.

My first thought when I was asked that 
question was, ‘Oh God, I was born to do 
this’. And I think anybody with a creative 
bone in their body will tell you that 
creativity really comes from within. We 
may all be inspired by the outside world 
and people around us, but your true 
creativity comes from inside: it comes 
from your spirit, it comes from your soul. 
So, I was just born one of those creative 
people and that led me to always 
looking at things from a creative stance. 
Even though I grew up in this very 
remote area on an organic seafood farm, 
I saw skirts in seaweed and dresses in 
sailboat rope. I always knew that I was 
creative, but I didn’t know that I would 
be able to turn that into a career. In fact, 

Chloë Angus ‘93

there’s no
pulling back in life

Fashion Designer, Technology Pioneer 
(in conversation with Ian McPherson) 
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Chloë with pieces from the Spirit Collection
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I was very unsure how one did that. I 
think a lot of people worry that maybe 
the arts or your creativity is a pastime 
or something you do on weekends. But 
it doesn’t have to be and you can build 
your dreams - and it’s pretty amazing. 

I so confidently and easily say that now 
in my 40s but it has definitely taken a 
journey to get to where I am today. I 
didn’t know 100% that I could have this 
amazing career. And ultimately I ended 
up doing a number of things in my life 
before settling on knowing that I needed 
to focus on all this internal creativity to 
make things out of fabric. So, I ended up 
not going to fashion design school until I 
was 28 years old. 

And when I went back to school I kept 
running my landscaping company just in 
case, as a backup plan! I went to fashion 
design school only wanting to fulfil a 
passion I had in my life and to get an 
education in my love of fabrics. I have 
an incredible love affair with fabrics. 
It could be considered an addiction. 
The beautiful way that fabric moves, 
drapes on a body and the comfort and 
protection it gives us. For me it is my 
canvas. What a canvas is to a painter, 
fabric is to me. It’s my medium. I wanted 
to make clothes for myself and then 
went to fashion design school and I 
knew when I was there that it was what I 
was supposed to be doing. 

Fast forward to today -  I own and 
operate Chloë Angus Design, my own 
fashion design company in Vancouver. 
The focus is my work in collaboration 
with Indigenous artists across Canada 
to create the Spirit Collection. I see it as 
a modern representation of Canadian 
fashion and style for men and women 
and now home decor and it has grown 
beyond my wildest dreams. I never 
thought I would be able to live this 
dream so successfully. 
Where did this collaboration with 

Indigenous cultures begin?

What I wanted to do in fashion came 
from my upbringing. Being born 
and raised in a small, predominantly 
Indigenous village on the Sunshine 
Coast gave me this beautiful respect 
and understanding of Indigenous art 
in Canada. When I graduated from 
high school and moved to Vancouver, 
I worked with an Indigenous artist, 
Clarence Mills, as his assistant for a 
number of years. He’s an artist that I 
continue to work with today. He was 
the first artist to help me on the Spirit 
Collection. Working with him heightened 
my desire to show the rest of the world 
the exceptional Indigenous culture 
in Canada. I wanted to create this 
collaboration that could be respectful 
and to try and set a precedent for how 
this collaboration goes between art and 
fashion. When it comes to Indigenous 
art in fashion, there has been a lot of 
appropriation and it has not really been 
done right. I wanted to try to do this 
properly, with recognition for the artist 
and ensure fair compensation for both 
parties. So I set out with that as an idea, 
of being able to educate non-Indigenous 
people what that’s about and how we can 
respectfully represent Indigenous culture 
in Canada, both Indigenous and non-
Indigenous. There is still a huge amount 
of apprehension about doing it right. 

It’s so easy to get it wrong in this 
category.  Historically in Canada 
Indigenous people have not had the 
best end of the deal. I think there is 
a general feeling of distrust a lot in 
business relations for Indigenous 
people. For me, it was really important 
to make sure I had the acceptance 
and consent of the Indigenous people 
moving forward, that they understood 
that I could be trusted, that my word was 
valuable.

I wanted to represent artists; I never 

claim that the art is from me. What I put 
into the Spirit Collection is that passion 
for fashion and the understanding 
of fabric and how to fit the body. So 
my side is the fashion side and the 
artwork comes from the artists. It’s 
really important to me to represent 
those artists and those groups. And in 
turn, I hope, to give them a feeling of 
being represented in fashion. The most 
rewarding thing for me, is the success 
of the collection overall. Not only with 
some very prestigious clientele that 
I’ve had, including Kate Middleton, 
and the future King of England. But, for 
me, the real feeling of success comes 
from the acceptance of the Indigenous 
communities themselves and that 
the line is incredibly popular with my 
Indigenous customers as it is with my 
non-Indigenous customers. That’s an 
interesting bridge to create and that is 
the true reason that I wanted to create 
the Spirit Collection. I have this very 
positive and privileged experience 
within the Indigenous community.

When I moved to Vancouver I noticed 
that there is a separation of people. 
That we no longer had the chance 
to celebrate together and share 
experiences and to share conversations. 
I found that this led to a disconnect 
between Indigenous people and non-
Indigenous people. This disconnect 
leads to misunderstanding and ultimately 
judgement, racism, across the board - 
there were all these problems from just 
not knowing each other. So I wanted 
to create a collection that started a 
conversation and allowed us to have 
something we both appreciated which 
was fashion and art and could allow us 
to start conversations with each other 
that may have been difficult before or 
may not have even started. 

How did the experience at the school 
help inform your journey as an artist? 
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Chloë with HRH The Duchess and Duke of Cambridge, Catherine Middleton and Prince William
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It wasn’t necessarily that I knew I was 
going to be a fashion designer when 
I was at Brentwood, but Brentwood 
really gave me the confidence and 
the education to have a successful 
career in the fashion world. I think that 
the education was exceptional. I was 
never very good in math class but the 
School had the patience, and the smaller 
classes, that helped me learn that even 
though this wasn’t an area I excelled in, 
they could teach me how to do it. Having 
that education gave me the confidence 
to say “I can do this. I can be a business 
woman and I can apply it in a way that I 
need to”. I really felt that the school did 
that for me. That education gave me the 
confidence to know I could create a real 
career with art. 

24 hours changes everything... How did 
your diagnosis change your life?

Do we have two and a half hours? 
I literally went from living my dream life: 
I’m this international fashion designer, 
I have a husband and home, I’ve got 
this miniature pony in my yard, I had 
created this fantasy world for myself. I 
was sashaying down red carpets. I was 
meeting with media and movie stars 
and politicians and princesses. This 
is just the beautiful fashion world that 
I am living and in twenty-four hours I 
am in a wheelchair. I’m thinking, I don’t 
even know how I got here. But really 
quickly I knew that I wouldn’t stay 
there. I think there is something to be 
said about my small town, middle-of-
nowhere upbringing and having to 
make do with what you have. So that 
feeling of, “Ok, this is what I have, how 
am I going to work with it?” and at first 
it was like, “No, this isn’t conducive to 
my fashionable life. I need to get back 
to where I was. I run a fashion design 
company, I can’t not walk.” So, I started 

to focus on what I could do. I still had a 
fashion design company and I needed 
it to run. I couldn’t stomach or stand the 
thought of losing my legs and losing 
my business. I focused on not losing 
my business. And that was a huge help 
for me to get through what was an 
incredibly challenging time, physically 
and mentally. At the same time, saving 
my company is kind of crazy as I’m in 
the ICU, it is day three of having a spinal 
cord injury and I’m signing checks from 
my bed. When you own a company, 
there is no rest for the wicked. But it 
gave me a focus so that I could cope 
with losing my legs. Fashion doesn’t 
wait for anyone so I designed our next 
collection when I was in the hospital.

My team brought it in with fit models on 
a rolling rack when I moved to the rehab 
center and by the time I got out three 
months later, we had sold that collection. 
Those few months also gave me some 
time to prepare myself emotionally to tell 
people that this is what had happened to 
me. And, frankly, for telling myself what 
was happening to me. So, my business 
helped me keep going. 

From there I thought “Oh, I better just 
slow the business down. Let’s not grow, 
let’s not think anything crazy.” My team 
had done an incredible job to keep 
going where they were but it was really 
hard for them and I just thought, “Let’s 
pull back. Let’s just try and hang on.” 
Two weeks later, I was getting a call from 
our Premier, Christie Clark, calling to tell 
me about the Royal Visit and asking if 
I could supply a wardrobe and gifts. I 
ended up phoning my team from my bed 
saying, “Okay you guys, remember how 
I said we were going to pull back and 
not do anything crazy? I take that back. 
The Royals are coming. It’s going to be 
crazy and we need to do all of this in 
two weeks!”. There is no pulling back in 
life. And, I think that even in our current 

situation with COVID, and I was again 
facing losing my business. I had lost 90% 
of my sales due to closed stores, having 
to close the studio to the public. I mean, 
it was pretty crazy. But again it is that 
quick switch and I saw that masks were 
helping protect people and I thought to 
myself that if I’m going to wear a mask, 
I want it to match my jacket. So, why not 
just give people what they need and 
with style and see if we can make that 
work. And darn tootin’ if it doesn’t work! 

What have you learned through these 
challenges in your career and your 
spinal cord injury?

Adaptability is the true thread of success 
that gets you there. It’s about always 
keeping your eye on the horizon and 
seeing what’s ahead and being able to 
adapt. It’s really the only way to be able 
to stay ahead of the game, in life and 
business. So after the diagnosis, as the 
dust settled, the first thing I decided was 
that I couldn’t give up. I also immediately 
decided that you can’t accept the 
status quo. So, I’m in the hospital. I’m in 
emergency. I’m in ICU. The first doctor 
that came in to see me, I mean this guy 
walks in, he’s a beautiful person. He 
has perfect hair and is all McDreamy. 
He’s the epitome of the top surgeon. 
And he’s wearing a red Ferrari lanyard 
around his neck. And I remember just 
thinking, “Wow, how many surgeries or 
spinal cord injuries have you dealt with 
to get that red Ferrari lanyard?”. And he 
very nonchalantly told me that I had this 
spinal cord injury and that the condition 
that I have is very rare, this tumor in my 
spine, and that they know very little 
about. He told me in no uncertain terms 
that I was never going to walk again. 
Immediately my thinking was, ”You don’t 
know me!”. So, I just decided nope, that’s 
it for me and I’m going to walk again. 

I saw doctors all across Canada who 
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told me I would never walk again. And I 
left every single office saying to myself, 
you watch me, I will. I must. Honestly, 
that incredible desire to walk again 
comes from the shock of learning what 
it’s like to live in a wheelchair. I didn’t 
even know a person in a wheelchair 
before I was in one. Learning about the 
secondary health complications of living 
a sedentary lifestyle, seated, was just so 
devastating to me. My condition would 
continue to decline and it had nothing to 
do with my injury, it had to do with just 
being sedentary. Stuff like bone density 
loss, circulation, problems with bowel 
and bladder, and pressure sores. I mean, 
pressure sores are caused by you sitting 
on tissue that you don’t move enough 
and they can end your life. I always say it 
wasn’t kryptonite that killed Superman, it 
was a pressure sore. Christopher Reeves 
died of a pressure sore. So, I just thought, 
no, I need something better. Better than 
what a wheelchair is going to offer me. 

So this is where Human In Motion 
Robotics comes in?

Yes, wheelchair technology hasn’t been 
changed in 250 years and I couldn’t 
believe they didn’t have something 
better. So as soon as that doctor left that 
room, I got on the internet and I started 
to Google how to help myself. I found an 
article on Popular Science Magazine and 
it was about this brand new technology 
coming out, called an exoskeleton that 
would help paralyzed people walk again. 
Unfortunately, I learned that technology 
was brand new and it was only available 
in research and rehab centres. So, I 
advocated pretty quickly to get to a 
rehab center and when I got there I 
started asking about exoskeletons. I 
continued to look online and I found 
an article about how a businessman 
had donated an exoskeleton to the 
rehab center I was at. So, I printed off 
that little article and I rolled back down 
to the office. And I said, “What about 

this? This exoskeleton it says you have 
here?”. And, they actually had to say, 
“Oh, yeah. We keep that in the closet 
in the gymnasium.” I mean that is kind 
of the funniest thing about this whole 
thing, you keep your skeleton in the 
closet!? I had the opportunity to get to 
try an exoskeleton early. The first time 
I strapped on this wearable robotic 
device, it stood me up and I walked 
across a gymnasium floor, and after all 
of those doctors had told me I would 
never walk again, it blew my mind. It 
completely changed my perspective on 
what was possible. What I knew was, 
look, I’m walking. So, that’s it right? But, 
what I realized pretty quickly is that the 
technology was brand new and needed 
to be developed further if it was going 
to be used in people’s daily life. I ended 
up finding a team right here in our own 
backyard at Simon Fraser University in 
Surrey. It was a robotics team that had 
an idea for an advanced exoskeleton 

Chloë with the Human In Motion Robotics Team
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and they had finished doing a successful 
research study on it. I saw the report 
and I knew it was what I was looking 
for. I have been with Human in Motion 
Robotics since the day I met the team 
and said, “Well we’re going to build this.” 
And the professors just sort of looked 
at me and said, “Well, we’d like to.” But 
they’re professors at a University and 
I’m just a person with a spinal cord injury 
that really needed the exoskeleton, how 
are we going to do this? When creative 
and technical minds come together 
anything is possible. We got right to 
work building the company and the 
device. We just closed a $2.7 million 
second round of financing! 

I’ve tested my first exoskeleton of our 
advanced version independently. I 
walked across the floor. It feels like 
incredible progress. And not only do 
I do this for myself but I do this for the 
entire population of people stuck in 
wheelchairs. I’m excited for the future 
of Human in Motion Robotics and 
advanced exoskeletons and I look 
forward to the day I see people walking 
down the street instead of rolling in 
wheelchairs. 

I’ve been surprised by how passionate I 
am about it, not just out of need, I think 
out of experiencing more in an area I 
wasn’t confident in before. To learn that 
creativity has a place in technology and 
how technology can benefit from having 
that creative input. It has been really 
good. The whole tech side of things is 
new to me and interesting. It just goes to 
show there really are no boundaries to 
what we are all capable of. 

So that’s your physical world, what 
happens when you are free from that 
world? When you sleep?

Dreaming. Dreaming is incredible 
because in my dreams I can walk. Not 

always. But often in my dream I find 
myself standing up out of my wheelchair 
and walking to solve whatever problem 
I’m working on or to help someone or 
to do something. And always in my 
dream I’m hobbling because it feels 
stiff. And I don’t acknowledge that I’m 
walking without my wheelchair until what 
I’ve done is complete. Then I have this 
funny recollection in my dream where I 
look back at myself and think “Hey! I’m 
walking! I’m out of my wheelchair! I can 
walk”. It’s very strange but those dreams 
are really beautiful. I really love waking 
up and having a walking dream. I usually 
tell my husband, “Oh, I was walking last 
night.”

That’s beautiful...

There is something about having a spinal 
cord injury and how you feel about it 
afterwards. I guess another interesting 
thing I desperately miss is dancing. I 
danced for a long time. I took dance at 
Brentwood. And now, of course, it is just 
something I miss so much. But if I close 
my eyes and put on the right music I feel 
my legs move like their dancing. I feel 
tingling in my legs like they’re tapping 
or like I’m moving them in the way that 
I want to. Part of my own rehab that I 
do in the car, I just turn up the music 
and think about tapping my foot. Just 
keeping those teensie nerve endings 
alive and well, and ready to walk again. 
It’s amazing how music and memory can 
tap into that. It’s amazing…

We thank Chloë for her time and 
wish her continued success with 
her business and Human In Motion 
Robotics.
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The Spirit Collection by Chloë Angus and collaborating Indigineous artists
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ideas ideas worthworth spreading spreading
By:  Sarah Richards, Mack ‘20; Photos by Holly Burton, Mack ‘21

IMPA CT
Brentwood

On Saturday, October 19th, students all gathered in the Killy Theater 
to be educated and inspired by an incredible lineup of speakers at this 
year’s annual Brentwood TEDx event. The 2019 theme was Boomerang 
- What Goes Around Comes Around, and this presented a template for 
many thought-provoking and intriguing speeches. The speakers list this 
year was comprised of three students, one alumni, one staff member, 
and three industry leaders, which provided an incredible diversity of 
ideas and presentations.

Excited to break the regular routine of Saturday morning classes, 
students gathered in the Bunch for 9:30 am, and the speaker sessions 
began shortly after.

The first speaker of the day was one of our classmates and Assistant 
Head Prefect for Academics Amelia H, Allard ‘20 who presented a 
critical and well-prepared analysis titled Convenient Environmentalism, 
about “what happens when we accept marketing as sustainable 
innovation and complacency as activism”.

After the thunderous applause following her final words had died 
down, our student MCs introduced the next speaker: Ken Wylie. An 
experienced IFMGA mountain guide, Ken contributed a humbling and 
thought-provoking personal story, and the lessons it taught him about 
social courage, and that “Courage is not the absence of fear, but the 
process of stepping into situations even when their is fear”.

Following him was a passionate presentation by Gord Billsten, 
Brentwood’s energy and water systems technician, urging students 
to invest in sustainable energy technologies, and to not be afraid to 
investigate previously unheard of ideas, and to explore and innovate 
in the area of sustainable energy, before it is too late. This concluded 
session one, and after a break for snacks and opportunities to take a 
turn in the famous Brentwood TEDx photo booth, session two began.

 In the second session, we heard from Karla Ferster, the developer of 
the sustainable Frog Friendly Coffee brand, about “Living Your Values 
Out Loud” through business. Another Brentwood student, Mahir A, 
Rogers ‘22 followed with his well-informed speech about karma, how 
we create it, and his personal experiences with the topic. Finally, an 
emotional speech by Erica Harrison, a cancer survivor, author, mind-set 
coach, and mother, concluded the session by encouraging us to own 
and appreciate every second of our lives.

After another brief break, session three began, featuring our final 
student speaker, as well as Brentwood Alumni Milo Shandel. Our 
Head Prefect Didi O, Hope ‘20 captured the attention of the audience 
effortlessly, with her passionate and relatable speech about her 
personal journey to redefine the relationship between strength and 
vulnerability. Concluding the day was well known actor and director 
Milo Shandel, speaking on “inspiration, action, and execution in the 
creative arts”, and reminding students to be unafraid to pursue the 
ideas that inspire us.

Before we knew it, another incredible Brentwood TEDx had flown by. 
I would like to extend a huge thank you to the team of student and 
staff volunteers whose behind the scenes work made the event run 
smoothly, and, of course, to Mr Ian McPherson, the mastermind and 
primary organizer behind the exciting evolution that is now the annual 
Brentwood TEDx.

If you did not have the chance to witness the speeches first hand, 
please do not hesitate to visit the Brentwood TEDx website at tedx.
brentwood.ca/home, to access video footage of this year’s event, as 
well as speeches from previous years. 
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Mahir Arora ‘22

Speakers Didi Olatunboson ‘20 and
Amelia Hadfield ‘20

Theatre Production Viktoria Dolgova ‘20 
with Elise Whist ‘20

TEDx 2019 speakers with MCs: MC Quinn Poseley, Gord Billsten, Milo Shandel ‘87, 
Ken Wylie, Amelia Hadfield ‘20, Dr. Erica Harris, Didi Olatunbosun ‘20, Mahir Arora ‘22,
MC Ashley Ciambrelli

TEDx 2019 volunteers and speakers

Milo Shandel ‘87
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