
  

 

Honouring a young Brentonian 
who has made significant achievements in his or her career 

and has demonstrated service to their community

Virginia Reynolds
ALEX 2011

Virginia is a Social Worker in Surrey, British Columbia. She currently works for 
Correctional Health Services based out of the Surrey Pretrial Centre. Virginia holds a 
Bachelor of Social Work from the University of Regina and is currently working on 
her Masters of Social Work Degree from the University of Dalhousie. Her thesis is 
titled “Best Practices of Opioid Agonist Therapy in the Criminal Justice System”.  
Virginia was recently involved with the BOOST Collaborative; an initiative funded 
through the BC Centre for Excellence in HIV/AIDS. The collaborative was a year long 
project to help improve opioid agonist treatment retention in the lower mainland. 
The goal of the project was to engage people with opioid use disorder into seeking 
care and treatment. Prior to working for Correctional Health Services, Virginia 
worked in Child Protection and on a community mental health team in Regina, 
Saskatchewan for several years.

 Through Virginia’s work at the Surrey Pretrial Centre, she coordinates the 
Community Transition Team; an initiative aimed at safely transitioning offenders 
currently struggling with opioid addiction back into the community. The goal of this 

program is to prevent overdose and help those who have been heavily exposed to 
the criminal justice system with the challenges of getting on a healthier path. Since 
the rise of the opioid crisis in British Columbia, the province has seen an 
overwhelming surge of opioid-related deaths. Of those deaths, two-thirds were 
released from a custody facility within the prior month. The Community Transition 
Team works with individuals newly released from jail for approximately 30 days post-
release, helping them connect with physicians, pharmacies, and other recovery 
supports. Virginia also provides mental health screening for offenders coming in and 
out of both Surrey and North Fraser Pretrial Centres. She was recently honoured by 
her colleagues for having trained upwards of 500 inmates in life-saving Naloxone 
protocol. 

Virginia hopes to spread awareness of the need for more mental health and 
addiction services within the province. In her spare time, she enjoys working out, 
kick-boxing, and horseback riding.
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