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PHIL NEWNS - HEAD OF MUSIC 
Musical Theater, Pitches Vocal Ensemble, Vocal Jazz Ensemble, Jazz Band, AP Music Theory - Music Appreciation, 
Composition & Technology, Private Piano and Voice (Classical and Jazz), Music Department Administration

Although classically trained, Phil is better known as a jazz pianist, vocalist, bandleader and educator. He studied music at 
the University of Natal in South Africa and later through the University of Toronto. Phil spent many years on the cabaret 
circuit as a professional musician in South Africa  and neighboring African countries including Swaziland, Bophuthatswana 
and Botswana. In 1990, as Canadian Champion, Phil represented Canada in the Yamaha International Organ Festival held 
in Mexico City that year, placing 6th in the world. His extensive professional career credits include: 1991 British Columbia 
Winter Games score, Festival Producer and Corporate Entertainer, Music Director of many major theatrical productions— 
most recently “Spamalot”, “West Side Story”, “Crazy for You”,  “Mary Poppins”,  “The Addams Family”, “In the Heights”, 
“Phantom of the Opera” and “Les Miserables”. Phil is also chair for the West Coast Choir Festival held each year at 
Brentwood College, which is affiliated with Musicfest Canada. His jazz bands, choirs and private students achieve top 
honors in festivals across Canada each year including the annual Provincials and the Nationals. 

SCOTT MCGILL 
Rock Bands, Guitar Ensemble, Private Guitar & Voice 
West Coast born and raised, Scott McGill majored in pop voice and jazz at Capilano University in Vancouver and is 
currently a part time student at Vancouver Island University pursuing his Bachelors of Music in Jazz Studies. Scott gained 
industry attention with the release of two notable independent albums nominated for esteemed music awards: in 1997, 
the album, First Time won runner-up at the YTV Youth Achievement Awards. In 2000, Check the Hype was nominated 
Best New Indie Album at the influential West Coast Music Awards. In 2001, Scott was selected for a part in the Global 
Television reality show, Pop Stars: Boy Meets Girl, filmed in Toronto. He also composes and records his own solo projects 
and works as a studio musician. He has opened for bands and artists such as Nickleback, Keith Urban, and Wide Mouth 
Mason and describes his work as “popfolksoul”. Currently, Scott teaches guitar, mandolin, banjo, drums, bass, and pop 
voice at Minstrels School of Music in Cobble Hill. Scott has been teaching at Brentwood College for the past thirteen 
years, instructing students in the classroom teaching the very popular “Rock Band” programs. He also teaches music 
composition and guitar ensemble, which is a mixture of an acoustic rock band in a guitar orchestral setting. 

OUR MUSICAL MISSION 
Brentwood’s students have access to first class 
facilities including a 432-seat theater complete with 
Steinway grand piano and state-of-the-art sound 
equipment and lighting.  The Brentwood Fine Arts 
Department also hosts many live music events 
throughout the year, including choral, orchestral, and 
other student recitals. Brentwood’s Music Department 
is performance-oriented. We encourage a sense of 
personal excellence and growth in each student  by 
offering professional music instruction at all levels.

Brentwood College music educators are qualified 
professionals holding recognized music degrees 
or designations from highly accredited institutions 
and have extensive professional experience. Faculty 
selection is based upon music accreditations, teaching 
experience, professional musicianship, and an ability 
to inspire an appreciation for music and the performing 
arts in their students.



MARIA (YUN-HSUAN) WANG
M. Mus. (Victoria), String & Wind Ensembles

Born and raised in Taipei, Taiwan, Maria (Yun-Hsuan) Wang is a versatile cellist 
and music teacher. After pursuing her B.Mus at the West Virginia University in 
the United States, she moved to Victoria and completed her M.Mus in Cello 
Performance at UVic in 2014. Since then, Ms. Wang has been actively teaching 
in private lessons and school string programs. She is currently the director of 
SD62 Sooke String Orchestra and the headteacher of strings at the Harmony 
Project Sooke. Aside from teaching, Ms. Wang has been the principal cellist of 
the Sooke Philharmonic Orchestra since 2018. Founding cellist of the Breakwater 
Quartet, one can also find her playing pop music at various social events. New to 
the Brentwood family, Ms. Wang is excited and looking forward to teaching string 
and wind ensembles.Maria is a professional cellist with senior level experience 
teaching ensembles.  She received her Bachelor or Music degree from the West 
Virginia State University and her Masters of Music degree from the University of 
Victoria. She currently is the Director of Strings Orchestra for the SD62 School 
District in Sooke, B.C.  As well as teaching ensembles, she is also an active cello 
teacher. We welcome Maria to Brentwood as our Director of Wind and String 
ensembles.

TALIETHA SANGHA
Voice Classical & Musical Theater, Jazz and Contemporary Pop

Raised in the beautiful Cowichan Valley, Talietha is thrilled to be coming home 
and joining the Brentwood College teaching team. No stranger to the Island 
stage, Talietha got her start at the Cowichan Musical Festival and qualified for 
the Provincials in 2011 and 2012 for Musical Theatre. She then studied Opera 
at the Victoria Conservatory of Music as well as Acting for Stage and Screen 
at the Victoria Academy of Dramatic Arts. She holds a Diploma from each 
institution. After graduating, Talietha got a film and TV agent and jetted off to 
Vancouver. Making her debut in the Vancouver Fringe Festival, and singing and 
dancing her way through a leading role in “Trudeau Mania” and the pivotal role 
of Fatima in “Burqa Boutique”. At the Vancouver Cultural Centre, she received 
rave reviews, and continues to be an auditioning artist in the industry. Talietha’s 
teaching journey began almost a decade ago and her passion for teaching is still 
strong. Teaching private lessons and group singing of all forms including Musical 
Theatre, Jazz, Classical, Contemporary and Pop; she loves it all. And she loves 
students who are eager and inquisitive as they tackle their musical journey. 

JONATHAN ENG B. MUSIC 
Percussion & Drum Kit

Jonathan studied at the University of Victoria, Humber College and the Banff 
Centre for the Arts. His versatility as a percussionist is shown through a wide 
range of work in multiple symphonies to musical theater orchestras. Other 
musical specialties include performing in big bands, rudimental drumming, and 
working with fife and drum groups. He is an active Canadian Forces primary 
reservist performing for Royalty such as Queen Elizabeth II and recently for the 
Duke and Duchess of Cambridge. Jonathan has previously led a primer Jazz 
Quintet to play for the Governor General and the US Ambassador to Canada. 
Jonathan is an active educator in the community through teaching privately, 
instructing as a clinician for the percussion ensemble in BC Cadet Honor Bands, 
and also delivering master classes in many public and private schools throughout 
Greater Victoria. 



RON KILLIAN 
Classical Piano

Ron believes in the wellbeing of students as his first priority and has mentored high-level award winning students 
throughout his teaching career. He has a Master’s Degree in Piano Performance and as well as teaching at Brentwood, he 
also teaches at Vancouver Island University. Ron remains passionately committed to providing students with an optimally 
engaging, enjoyable and productive learning experience. 

LAURA BRIZZI
Saxophone & Clarinet

Being born to a father who was a professional Symphony musician, it was only natural Laura would spend a lifetime 
performing and teaching music.  Laura started music at age 3 and started classical training at age 6 on the clarinet. 
Saxophone and voice training were added to the list at age 10 so she could play in the multitude of bands her father 
conducted.   As a young musician, she attended the Banff Centre for the Arts summer program for many years and after 
high school while attending the Grant MacEwan performing arts program she began teaching. While working on the start 
up of a new community band in Edmonton, Alberta which still runs today, Laura also took up the xylophone and vibraphone 
which lead to an instructor position with a drum and bugle marching band.  While being both an instrumentalist and vocalist 
over the years, Laura continued to teach and always have a hand in music.  From classical to jazz, German bands to 
musicals, she has had the opportunity to perform them all.  Since moving to Vancouver Island, 2 years ago, she has been 
getting involved in the music community and is currently working on her own music studio at her new home.

ABIGAIL BEKESZA 
Violin

Abby grew up on the island, just down the road in Cobble Hill.  She commenced her violin education at the age of seven 
with a local teacher, working through her RCM musical training.  Abigail has participated in numerous musical festivals, 
and was a member of the Cowichan Consort, and also the Greater Victoria Youth Orchestra for a number of years.  After 
completing her Gr.10 RCM while working with Christi Meyers, Abigail completed her Diploma in Music Performance through 
Camosun College at the Conservatory of Music under the tutelage of Muge Buyukcelen.  Abigail’s interests lie in the areas 
of teaching as well as music theory.

LAURA INTERLANDI
Voice Musical Theater 

Laura graduated from Brentwood in 2004 and recently returned after 14 years of living and working in the vibrant creative 
centers of Toronto, Montreal, London and most recently, New York City. Vocal Winner of CBC’s 2008 Canada wide Triple 
Sensation TV show, Laura has worked on professional sets and stages across Canada in everything from Opera, Musicals, 
Film and Theatre. A graduate of the Classical Acting Program at the London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art in England 
and member of the Canadian Actors Equity Association, Laura believes there is limitless creative potential in every person. 
Her holistic, character study approach to Musical Theater and Voice, weaves together skill and soul, to create an immersive 
performance experience

ELYSSA LEFURGEY-SMITH B. MUS., M.MUS.
Violin

Versatile Canadian violinist Elyssa Lefurgey-Smith began her early music career in Toronto and has performed regularly with 
ensembles such as Tafelmusik, Aradia Baroque Ensemble, IFURIOSI, Talisker Players, and Opera Atelier.

Since moving to Victoria, BC in 2016, she has become a member of both Victoria Baroque and Pacific Baroque Orchestra, 
and has been invited as a regular guest director of Per Sonatori baroque ensemble in Regina. She has toured internationally 
for performances in Russia, Australia, France, Ireland and Italy.  Most recently she completed a tour and recording with the 
Pacific Baroque Orchestra including performances in Toronto, Ottawa, Montreal and the Boston Early Music Festival.  In 
addition to performing, Elyssa is an enthusiastic and passionate educator and has been involved in teaching, coaching 
and program development for over 15 years.  Most recently she has joined forces with Victoria Baroque in founding “Petit 
Baroque”, an orchestral training program for advanced string students to explore early music style on period instruments.  

Elyssa greatly enjoys teaching at her private music studio, Silver Bow Studio, and looks to working with Brentwood College 
students.



REGISTRATION INFORMATION & FEE POLICIES 
FOR PRIVATE TUITION 
• A registration form is completed and signed by each enrolling student and their parent or 

guardian.  
• All programs begin and end each year in accordance with the Brentwood College School 

calendar year.  
• Brentwood Music Department has an ongoing enrolment policy for all music programs. 

Students enrolling any time after the commencement of the September school year will have 
the annual fee pro-rated from their start date.  

• The annual fee refers to each student’s total lesson fee covering Brentwood’s Music calendar 
year from September through June or that portion remaining from a student’s start date.  

• Fees will be charged to the student’s account.  

PRIVATE MUSIC PROGRAM FEE SCHEDULE
The length of lessons is determined based on graded level of musicianship. The exact number of 
lessons will be determined depending on the day chosen and the number of teaching days during 
the year. Our average private music-teaching contract is for 30 weeks. Based on 30 lessons for the 
year the fee will be: 

• 30 x 30 minute lessons = $918
• 30 x 45 minute lessons = $1,377
• 30 x 60 minute lessons = $1,836


