
Brentonian
2021 EDITION

In Memoriam 
William T. Ross
Staff      
1962 - 2003

Math & Science Teacher   
1962 - 1976  

Headmaster     
1976 - 2000

Advancement Director    
2000 - 2003

The Magazine for the Brentwood Family



EXECUTIVE CHAIR
Karen (Middleton) Pirie (’81), parent of Jack (‘20)  
and Will (‘22)

VICE CHAIR      
Dan Jarvis, parent of Betsy (’09)

TREASURER      
Andrew Housser (’91) 

BOARD MEMBERS
Bruce Carlson (’64), parent of Joanna &   
Vanessa (’92), Jessie (’95) & Nancy (’98)

Andrea C. (McDonald) Common (’75)

Art Crooks, parent of Hew (’86),   
Claire (’91) & Morgan (’94)

Bruce Homer (’69)

Blair Horn (’79)

David W. Mackenzie (’69), parent of Henry (’02)

Dale Martin (’78)

Scott Matheson (’79), 
parent of Sarah (’11)   
 & Andrew (’13)

John A. McNeill (’82), parent of Hannah (’17 )   
& Grace (’20) & William (’20) and Cameron (’22)

Tammie Toriglia (‘79), parent of Megan (‘09)   
& Hailey (‘12)

Tamara Vrooman, parent of Anthony (‘21)

Samara Walbohm (’89) – parent of Solaia (‘20)
& Owen ('22)

Rex Wong (‘98)

C.C. (Kip) Woodward (’74), parent of    
David (’99) & Justin (’01)

HEAD OF SCHOOL & CEO
Bud Patel, parent of Mitali (’16) & Antara (’18)

DIRECTOR OF FINANCE
David Burton (’93), parent of Holly (’21) 
& Bridget (’23)

ON THE COVER: 
William (Bill) T. Ross, Head of School1976 - 2000

PRINTED IN CANADA

BOARD OF GOVERNORS

IN
DE

X
BR

EN
TO

NI
AN

 2
02

1

40
BILL ROSS
Remembering William (Bill) T. Ross 
October 20, 1937 - February 23, 2021

120
THE SEARCH FOR 
SOMETHING MAGICAL 
Jessi Chai ‘08

04  A REMARKABLE ACHIEVEMENT  
05 THE NEW COOL; NORMAL, BORING 
 & CERTAIN
09 ANNUAL REVIEW
34 DEPARTURES
40 REMEMBERING WILLIAM (BILL) T. ROSS
48 ALUMNI UPDATE
49 ALUMNI EVENTS
54 CLASS NOTES
56 WEDDINGS & BIRTHS
58 OBITUARIES
65 TEDX
67 FINDING FLOW - BRENTONIANS TAKE  
 TO THE SKIES 
75 THE NEW ACADEMIC CENTRE

76 CELEBRATING PHILANTHROPY
99 OLD BRENTONIAN AWARDS
106 OLYMPIC GAMES TOKYO 2020
107 PASSIONS ALUMNI STORIES
109 ROBIN CHAN ‘95
111 STEPHEN CLARE ‘11
112 NTANDOYENKOSI HAANYAMA ‘16
115  CHRISSY LAUDOVSKY ‘98
117 LESLIE SZAMOSI ‘84
118 WIZ WENSEL (BITTORE) ‘79
120 THE SEARCH FOR SOMETHING   
 MAGICAL, JESSI CHAI ’08
124 THE BOAT RACE,     
 MARTIN BARAKSO ‘12
126 ARCHIVES UPDATE 

STUDENT LIFE........................................................10
ACADEMIC HIGHLIGHTS ................................... 20
ARTS HIGHLIGHTS .............................................. 24
ATHLETICS HIGHLIGHTS ................................... 27

UNIVERSITY COUNSELLING ............................. 29
INTRODUCING THE CLASS OF 2021 ............. 30
DEPARTURES ........................................................ 34

67
FINDING FLOW
Brentonians take to the skies. A 
converstion with Brad Wintrup ‘83,    
Mario Rusconi ‘97 and Chris Van Vliet ‘81

124
THE BOAT RACE
Martin Barakso '12

WWW.BRENTWOOD.CA  | 1

EDITING & PRODUCTION: Ian McPherson
DESIGN & LAYOUT: Terra Rusman
CONTENT: Amy Weinberg, Chris Spicer, Tracy Arden and all the other contributing authors
PHOTOGRAPHY:  John Pettit, Mike Minckler, Jim Ganley, Paul Fletcher, Ian McPherson, students 

and staff who have submitted photos –Thank you!



WWW.BRENTWOOD.CA  |  3  2  |  THE BRENTONIAN 2021

Well, that was a year! Incredibly, as you will see 
highlighted throughout the magazine, the School 
was able to get through the entire 2020-21 school 
year without missing a single day of classes. This is 
exceptional in the face of the ongoing pandemic and 
in comparison to the vast majority of schools around 
the world. It is a testament to the commitment and 
fortitude of all involved—students, parents, and staff.

Putting together this year‘s magazine, as always, 
was an exercise in introspection and reflection. 
It offered us the opportunity to look back at the 
exceptional year that was and appreciate all the 
different facets of the Brentwood family.

In the Head of School, Mr. Patel‘s article The New 
Cool, you will gain insight on how we embraced 
what “normal” for the School looked like this past 
year. Our community’s steady, calm, and thoughtful 
approach to running the School definitely paid 
dividends. I encourage our readers to go through 
our Annual Review to see just how close to normal 
we were able to make the Brentwood experience 
this past year.

Sadly, this past spring saw the passing of one of 
Brentwood’s giants, former Head of School Mr. Bill 
Ross. Marius Felix’s homage to Mr. Ross captures 
the essence of this Brentwood legend and all that 
he meant to the School and our trajectory to the 
Brentwood of today. You can read Mr. Felix’s piece 
and some of the numerous testimonials we received 
(too many to print) in the section dedicated to Mr. 
Ross.

I have to admit that, sometimes during the school 
year, it did feel like the 90s movie Groundhog Day—
where we were existing but not truly living. One of 
the fortunate things about working in a community 
like Brentwood is that you are surrounded by the 
energy of the students and staff and I am grateful 
for the number of times that—just by lifting my head 
and having a conversation—my day could be turned 
around. I will miss our grads and I would like to thank 
Alex House for letting me complete the final No. 1 
Inspection of the year in their home. And how about 
having a Graduation Ceremony on campus!? Not 
necessarily the one we are used to but nonetheless 

a fitting way to end a tumultuous year! 

One of the highlights for me this year was a two-
hour Zoom call (I can’t believe I am citing a Zoom 
call as a positive) with three alumni who were part 
of Canada’s national aerobatics demonstration 
team, The Snowbirds. Having a seat on the sideline 
listening to “Squid”, “V2”, and “Diego” share stories 
and offer insights into the transcendent joys of 
flight, and gaining a peek behind the curtain of this 
one-of-a-kind team was certainly some of the best 
time I have ever spent on anything. Their love of the 
School and of their experiences as part of this iconic 
Canadian squadron was infectious and inspiring. 
You must read the feature on them and discover the 
meaning of satori!

Personally, this has also been a year of evolution 
and change as I move into the role of Director 
of Advancement. This change brings with it new 
challenges and new opportunities, both of which I 
look forward to embracing as we continue to build 
and develop Brentwood for the future. I look forward 
to continuing to connect with the Brentwood family 
across the globe.

Finally, I’d like to offer my thanks to everyone who 
helped make this magazine possible again this year. 
Amy Weinberg for her steady and relentless drive 
for excellence in gathering and editing content 
from our alumni. All the contributing authors 
from the Board of Governors, the staff, as well as 
students. To Terra Rusman for her patience and 
vision in the design and layout of the magazine. 
And to everybody else who lent a hand to make 
this another fantastic addition of the Brentonian for 
you—our Brentwood family.

Throughout this year‘s magazine you will see 
QR codes. These codes, when scanned on a 
smartphone, will take you to more in-depth content 
and I encourage you to use them where they 
appear.

A NORMAL 
ABNORMAL YEAR
IAN MCPHERSON, EDITOR
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A REMARKABLE 
ACHIEVEMENT
MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD CHAIR, KAREN J. PIRIE '81

At the close of the 2020-21 school year, 
Head of School Mr. Bud Patel shared his 
gratitude and thoughts on this exceptional 
year with the Brentwood family. The 
following is an excerpt from Mr. Patel’s 
closing remarks …

Throughout the 15-month COVID journey 
that spanned two school years, our Board of 
Governors never flinched. The only things 
our senior leaders received from them were 
support, affirmation, and trust. Comprised 
of 17 volunteers—Old Brentonians and past 
parents—their connection to our school 
ranges back to the early 1960s and their 
commitment to keeping our flame lit this 
year, next year, and 100 years from now has 
never wavered. My first and heartfelt thanks 
go to our Governors.

Thank you to the Mill Bay and Cowichan 
Valley communities. Our rural oasis 
neighbours could have easily pushed back 
with the mass arrival of students from 
around the world—instead, we are grateful 
that they chose to welcome back our 
students with open arms. The combination 
of natural beauty and kind, community-
minded people makes this one of the most 
magical places on earth.

Next, our staff. With over 270 employees, 
Brentwood is the largest employer in the 
Cowichan Valley and our staff remains loyal, 
committed, and positive. In a year where 
COVID anxiety impacted us all, you can 
only imagine the increased pulse rate of 
members of the staff … when 515 students 
arrived on campus. Not surprisingly, their 
passion for our students only increased. 
They matched the belief of our Governors 

and ensured we delivered a safe and 
fulfilling experience. For me, there would be 
no other group of people I would rather go 
to battle with. My deepest gratitude goes to 
our staff.

Thank you to our parents. It takes a massive 
leap of faith to re-enrol, or enrol for the first 
time, your child in a boarding school during 
a global pandemic. Many of our parents had 
never even been to campus! This closing 
day is largely dedicated to you, and we 
thank you for your willingness to join us on 
this adventure into the unknown. Your trust 
is precious and we are grateful for your 
partnership.

Thank you, parents.

The students are why we are here. They 
are why we exist. Brentwood’s standards 
remain high for our students—behaviour, 
community-mindedness, effort, and 
kindness—as Nurse Decker says, all we ask 
is that they “work hard and be kind.” I am 
pleased to report just that. 

In so many ways, our students led the way. 
They quarantined for 14 days—many doing 
this twice! They dove deeply into all aspects 
of our program. They found ways to give 
back, not only to the Brentwood family but 
to our local community. They challenged, 
pushed, and cajoled us to be better. They 
put on masks, stood on dots, sanitized 
hands, and, frankly, just got on with it. For all 
of these reasons and so many more, I have 
a deep reverence for our student body and 
there is no other place that I’d rather be than 
with them here on campus.

With much admiration and affection, thank 

THE NEW COOL
NORMAL, BORING, 
& CERTAIN
MESSAGE FROM HEAD OF SCHOOL, BUD PATELEducational institutions around the world 

struggled with the realities of COVID-19. 
The stress on students has been palpable 
as young people have borne so much of the 
isolation and impact of pandemic policies 
and mitigation strategies. In comparison, 
the Brentwood students, faculty and staff 
were able to enjoy an entire school year 
on campus with some adjustments to the 
larger school calendar and the day to day 
schedule. It was a remarkable achievement. 
It happened because of the creativity and 
determination of the School’s leaders and 
the commitment of faculty and staff.  

It was also possible because of the belief 
of students and parents in the importance 
of the Brentwood experience. Not every 
activity could proceed as usual and many 
major events were cancelled or significantly 
modified, but the Brentwood community 
accepted the changes with grace and 
made the best of every opportunity. The 
production of Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolour Dreamcoat, for example, 
was forced to make changes even at the 
last minute and to perform largely for an 
unseen audience gathered on devices 
across the country and the world to watch 
the performance as a live stream. The 
performance was marvelous. Except for 
masks and the lack of audience response, 
you would never have known the musical 
was to be performed any other way. The 
energy and love for theatre radiated from 
every actor on stage.

Athletics were pursued no less vigorously 
without external competition as athletes 
trained and honed their skills for the love 
of sport. The choir performed outside. 
Debates occurred over Zoom. In short, most 
Brentwood activities proceeded as usual, if 
not in traditional ways.  

For the Board of Governors, it was 
disappointing to miss our three times a year 
chance to visit campus for our meetings 
and to talk to students, faculty and staff. 
However, in the early days of the pandemic, 
the virtual format offered the opportunity to 
meet almost weekly to advise and support 
the school leaders as they navigated the 
rapid and sometimes unexpected changes 
thrown their way. Throughout the year, 
the Board has been awed by the foresight 
and vision demonstrated by Mr. Patel, Ms. 
Murtland and Mr. Sullivan in being ready for 
every possibility so as to keep the students 
on campus all year. This was backed up by 
enthusiastic implementation by the facilities, 
laundry, housekeeping and administration 
staff and the vigilance and commitment of 
Nurse Decker’s team. Houseparents bore an 
added burden this year of ensuring the well-
being of their charges, many of whom could 
not return home for the whole school year. 
Faculty kept their classrooms alive while 
adjusting to the nuance of communication 
with masks and social distancing. The 
Board of Governors is immensely grateful 
for the dedication of all these individuals in 
ensuring the success of the School through 
this unprecedented and challenging year.

Glimpses of school life through social media 
and school presentations showed us that 
the students were happy and relishing their 
time together in person and on campus. 
Successfully staying open with on-campus 
living and learning, for the entire school 
year, was an amazing achievement in 
resilience that showcased the cultural fabric 
and fortitude of Brentwood College School. 
There could be no better demonstration of 
our values of Grit and Joy.
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you, students of Brentwood College 
School.

The 2020-21 school year was, arguably, 
the most unique and challenging 
year in our school’s history. As is 
often the case in times of adversity, 
true character quickly surfaces. 
“Preparation” is one of Brentwood’s 
primary strengths and was, early on, 
something that we leaned on. But 
with so many unknowns, how does 
one plan? From the arrival of over 
500 students from around the world 
to physically distanced academic 
classes, serving 700 meals per sitting 
to creating a COVID-safe boarding 
program ... a year ago, we had no idea 
what September 2020 would bring. We 
were boxed-in by government officials, 
health experts, restrictive international 
travel, staff expectations, and student 
needs. 

Fortunately for our community, Mr. 
Sullivan managed to get government 
approval for our return to a full 
boarding program ... Ms. Murtland 
negotiated an exemption with the 
Ministry of Education to allow us to 
support cohort-based mitigation in 
sister-brother houses rather than 
grades... Mr. Shadlock and our 
Operations leaders prepared COVID 
safety protocols across every square 
metre of this campus ... Mr. Johnston 
and our Admissions team assured 
and reassured incoming students that 
there would be “something” for them 
to look forward to even though we did 
not know what that “something” would 
be ... 

With a lower enrollment due to physical 

distancing and density limitations, and 
increased staffing requirements to 
ensure we had the capacity to safely 
operate a 24-hour, seven-day-a-week 
boarding program, Mr. Burton carefully 
managed the school’s finances ... And 
throughout the journey, Mr. McPherson 
guided our communication strategy so 
that our parents, students, staff, and 
local community were fully aware of the 
comings and goings of Brentwood. 

Sounds easy, right? Unfortunately, it 
was never a straight shot, a layup, or 
an easy A. Roadblocks, delays, and 
reversals were constantly flung into the 
mix. It was like having writer’s block 
the night before a 2,500 word essay 
is due! So like all diligent Brentwood 
students, we pulled an all-nighter—
well, maybe not just one night—it was 
more like 150 successive all-nighters. 

With plans now in place, a blurry-eyed 
team headed to McNeill’s Cafe for an 
espresso bath and we were off to the 
races. The goal was clear:

Supported by a committed community 
of students, staff, parents, Governors, 
and health officials, use appropriate 
mitigation strategies to create a safe 
return to our on-campus, in-person, 
face-to-face, boarding tripartite 
program.

However, two questions remained 
unanswered and in need of 
clarification:

What level of commitment were we 
expecting from our community? AND...

What exactly were these appropriate 
mitigation strategies?

Let’s answer the latter question first: 
appropriate mitigation strategies. 
Hmm … well, these started out looking 
like this … then shifted to this … then 
pivoted to here, and finally ended up 
over there. Given that we made it to 
Closing Day, June 11, and never lost a 
day to COVID, I think it worked out.

The former question had less 
oscillation; in fact, the cement around 
the word “commitment” hardened over 
time. It became clear that making it 
through THIS school year required a 
depth of character, positive outlook, 
an attitude of gratitude, and a deep 
commitment to GRIT and JOY. I am 
pleased and proud to report that our 
school, while not perfect, dug deep 
and demonstrated a supreme amount 
of resilience.

Let me put it in a way that everyone 
can understand. Whether you're a 
teenager, Millennial, GenX-er, or 
Boomer - when we’re young, we are all 
in search of the magical elixir known as 
COOLNESS. We all want to be COOL. 
We want to be around COOL people. 
And we want to do things that are 
COOL.

Well here are three COOL things that 
defined Brentwood in 2020-21.

The first one was revealed to me in late 
October when Ms. Murtland presented 
at our annual TEDxBrentwood—yes, we 
did run our annual TEDx conference. 
Entitled Craving Normal, her TED talk 
provoked us to consciously think about 
“normal” and encouraged us to deeply 
understand how it makes us feel. How 
it grounds us. How it centres us.

#1 - NORMAL IS THE NEW COOL.
This was a mantra for the COVID team 
during those 150 consecutive all-
nighters. We knew that the pandemic 
threw “normal” overboard and replaced 
it with disbelief and unease. So, we 
worked tirelessly to make things as 
“normal” as possible. Yes, we were 
hindered by external forces. Yes, we 
understood that the COVID cloud was 
hanging over us. However, we knew 
in our heart and our soul that if we 
were able to provide some sense of 
normalcy, it would help our community.

#2 - BORING IS THE NEW COOL.
The next finding is connected to having 
a sense of normalcy.

The pandemic created worldwide 
chaos to a level, some would argue, 
that has never been experienced 
before. In the most globally connected 
era in human history, COVID-19 
instantaneously halted political, 
economic, and familial integration. No 
more travel. No more trade. No more 
hugs.

For decades we were asking students 
to get off their phones and devices, 
get outside and connect face-to-face 
with others. In an instant, we reversed 
course and demanded that they get on 
their phones and devices, stay inside, 
and never connect face-to-face with 
others—not even with members of their 
own family!

This oscillation from one extreme to 
the other was like seeing an EKG for 
someone that was, let’s say, having a 

heart attack … ouch, it’s perhaps too 
soon for that comparison. Four stents 
later and I’m better than before! Thanks 
to everyone for their support.

Our attempt to create as “normal” a 
school year as possible, we hoped, 
would mean there would be moments 
of blissful and awesome … boredom. 
No big swings of ups and downs. No 
highs and lows. No in-class one day 
and Zoom the next. Instead, there was 
steadiness, calmness, and a rhythmic 
heart rate of 58 beats per minute. 

Just outstandingly...boring.

 

#3 - CERTAINTY IS THE NEW COOL
The final and perhaps most poignant 
phrase, at least for me, came from a 
conversation I had with one of our 
Governors in April of 2020. As we were 
commiserating about the early days of 
this pandemic, she said something that 
stuck with me. “The biggest challenge 
for most of society,” she said, “was 
not knowing WHEN this would be 
over. When we return to normal. When 
things would be back to the way they 
used to be.”

It was the uncertainty that was the 
biggest weight hanging over many of 
us. She went on to say, “If I knew that I 
would be working via Zoom for the rest 
of my life, I would adapt, create new 
routines, and be able to move forward. 
It is the uncertainty that is the most 
discombobulating.”

Uncertainty is seriously challenging, 
especially related to any major life 
changes. Getting married. Having a 

baby. Moving from your childhood 
home. Or, sight unseen, joining a new 
high school OR … graduating from 
a place that has been your security 
blanket for—if you’re a Brentwood 
‘lifer’—1,375 days!

The COVID-19 pandemic amplified 
feelings of uncertainty. So what was 
the solution, antidote or, dare I say, 
vaccine for uncertainty—a school year 
of certainty.

From our commitment to return to our 
on-campus learning environment to 
knowing that Monday, at 8:15 am, I 
have science, English or history. And 
on Tuesday afternoon there is rowing, 
rugby, or tennis. And on Wednesday, 
there is robotics, dance, or pottery. And 
Monday house meetings. And Saturday 
#1 inspection. And Sunday brunch.

During a time of historical uncertainty, 
Brentwood safely injected our 
community with the vaccine of 
certainty. 

Normal, boring, and certain—a simple 
and powerful combination of strong, 
steady, and stable.

What more do you want during a 
pandemic? What more could I ask for?

Brentwood, I thank you for your 
commitment. I thank you for your 
positivity. And, I thank you for 
something even more precious—your 
trust.

As Head, it has been an honour to 
have been alongside you during every 
sunrise and sunset of this historical 
school year.

Thank you!
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2020-2021 
ANNUAL 
REVIEW

We would like to start by acknowledging and thanking the Coast Salish 
people on whose traditional territory Brentwood College School resides. 
We express our gratitude to the Malahat and Cowichan Nations. We 
value the opportunity to learn, live and share educational experiences on 
this traditional territory.

This past year has given us a real sense of gratitude for all we’ve been 
able to undertake and accomplish as a community in the midst of a global 
pandemic. We were especially grateful to be able to host Closing Day on 
campus this year. A short year ago, we were broadcasting our Closing 
Day Ceremony and Graduation Ceremony from campus with no students; 
this year we were delighted to have made it to the finish line and to have 
our students here to share in the festivities. The fact we made it through 
a whole year of face-to-face learning is truly a testament to everyone’s 
commitment to following the process - and to each other as a family.

In this program you will find a review of the highlights of the school 
year from all aspects of our tripartite program as well as our Student 
Life. While it did look different on campus this year, the faculty and staff 
worked hard to make the student experience as normal as possible. 
We think you will find that is the case as you read through all that was 
accomplished on campus this year.

With the end of the school year, sadly, we often have to bid farewell to 
members of our staff as they hang up their rackets or move on to ply their 
trade elsewhere.

Mr. Amiel and Mrs. McLean are two excellent examples of staff members 
that are willing to do whatever it takes to support our students – from 
teaching AP Chemistry to organizing last weekend’s Fun in the Sun day, 
Brentwood is better because of you two.

Mr. Amiel and Mrs. McLean, thank you for your service and please know 
that you will always be part of the Brentwood Family.

  8  |  THE BRENTONIAN 2021 WWW.BRENTWOOD.CA  |  9
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STUDENT LIFE 
MR. LIAM SULLIVAN

It could be argued that at no other time in the history of Brentwood would the Student Life component be as 
important as the 2020-2021 school year. Given the cohort restrictions, limits on competitive sports with other 
schools, and the limited ability to have interactions with those who were outside of our school community, 
we knew that our Student Life program and the support we had on campus would be put to the test. I am so 

incredibly grateful - but not in the least bit surprised - 
to have witnessed the lengths our community went to 
provide an impactful student experience this year.

Given the circumstances presented to all students and 
educators this year, I am so very proud of the Brentwood 
community and in particular our Student Life program. 
Whether it was SAC events, Interhouse battles, or Grad 
Sleep-Ins, the creativity and commitment of our school 
was on display throughout the year. I commend our 
amazing team from the Health Centre, the SAC, BEAT, 
OMNI, B-Well (formally SPARC) and Grad Class for making 
the 2020-2021 school year as “normal” as possible.

Special recognition and thanks this year goes out to 
our retiring sponsor of the SAC and Interhouse, Marci 
McLean. Marci is truly the gold standard of staff sponsors. 
In her time as the head of the SAC and more recently 
Interhouse, she walked the fine line of empowering 
student leaders and also led young people to produce 
events and competitions that set such a high standard 
for our school. Her selflessness and full commitment to 
the school is a great example for all of us who work and 
live the Brentwood experience. She will be missed by our 
community, but something tells me we will be seeing her 
back on campus cheering on the tennis team sometime in 
the near future.
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STUDENT ACTIVITY 
COUNCIL (SAC) 
MRS. MARCI MCLEAN & OLIVIA SASSE
Led by Olivia Sasse and the Student SAC executive, the 
Student Activity Council had a very busy year generating 
interest and energy throughout the campus with activities 
and events. This year not all of the old favourites were 
able to be repeated, some were held with modifications, 
but new ones were organized and held successfully.

The Student Activity Council is the student-led committee 
responsible for social events which take place at the school 
throughout the year. The student volunteers from all grades 
organize and host large and small social events as well as 
the international dinners and assist with Interhouse events.

September is always an exciting time of year at the school 
and the SAC hosts several events to get things going. To 
welcome the students back to campus, The End of Summer 
Bash was held in a modified form this year and then was 
followed by the popular Water Pong tournament - held 
to raise funds for Cancer research. Always a favourite in 
October is Fright Week which includes many scary scenes 
on campus, costume day, pumpkin carving, Halloween 
chocolate cake baking and decorating, as well as spooky 
meals. The end of November and December brought the 
decorating of the campus with many lights and decorated 
trees. Although we were not able to host the usual holiday 
parties, the student elves were able to deliver Gingerbread 
House kits and treats to the younger members of the 
campus. The Spirit Week in January helped get students 
through the wet winter days with many activities. The 
students were able to show their spirit with Red and Black 
day, jersey day, several Interhouse events (Dodgeball, the 
Rap Battle, Video Game Tournament, Giant Jenga), as well 
as Interhouse window decorating, a student-designed week 
menu, the polar bear swim, Brent – rock, and more.

The start of February saw the SAC host the very popular 
and longstanding Java Hut event which features student 
performers showcasing their many talents. Another annual 
event in February, was Kindness Week. This week is a 
collaboration between the B-Well, BEAT, and Grad councils. 
The event encourages students to be kind to themselves, 
each other, staff, and the environment. Events held included 
Be Kind to the Environment Day, Staff Appreciation Day, 
Collection of Kindness items needed in the community, Tie 
Dying of shirts and socks, Random Acts of Kindness, and 
ended in over 500 staff and students wearing pink on Pink 
Shirt Day in support of anti-bullying. We are not often on 
campus at Easter, but for the first time we held a campus-
wide Easter Egg Hunt with finders of the two golden eggs 
getting a special prize. There were several opportunities 
to win, eat, or attend events featuring chocolate. Yummy 

Easter baskets were delivered to the younger members of 
the campus as well.

Also in April, with the nicer weather approaching, the SAC 
was part of a new event this year, the Spring Fun Fair. 
The SAC hosted outdoor games such as volleyball, water 
pong, cornhole and Giant Jenga. The students had an 
opportunity to tie dye more shirts and socks and play night-
time Capture the Flag. In between events, they ate lots of 
great food prepared by the entrepreneurship students and 
listened to the live music from their peers.

The last event of the year for the SAC was the Fun in the 
Sun with the weather cooperating beautifully for a fun 
evening of an outdoor dinner, eating contests, fun contests 
such as the three-legged race, the sack race, egg and 
spoon race, and hula hooping competition. The evening 
ended with the Colour War paint toss with students tossing 
many colours of powdered paint at each other. Things got a 
bit messy, but it was lots of fun and a great way to end the 
year.

Another highlight of the year was the eighteen special 
dinners organized and hosted by the students. We were 
treated to foods and dishes representing Canada, Saudi 
Arabia, Germany, Nigeria, Hong Kong, France, India, 
Vietnam, Singapore, Australia, USA, Britain, China, Japan, 
Kenya, Poland, South Africa, and South Korea. These 
dinners are extremely popular with all the students creating 
a full cafeteria with theme music playing throughout the 
meal.

It was a memorable year of activities at Brentwood.

Brentwood Environmental & 
Action Team (BEAT)
MR. DAVID MCCARTHY & ADRIENNE ROY
This year, the BEAT’s mission was to promote better waste 
streaming habits in the residences and raise awareness 
of the plastic waste generated by the pandemic. As part 
of this initiative, we encouraged each House to choose 
a conservation project to support knowing BEAT would 
funnel all of the money from recycled refundables across 
campus into these charities; over $100 was raised for each 
House. The fall meetings were used to plan activities for 
the year including a well-attended hike up beautiful Mt. 
Baldy and activities in the school garden where, in addition 
to a fall clean up, students harvested a host of vegetables 
for the Mill Bay Food Bank. A number of students dropped 
by McNeill’s to make masks and shopping bags from 
old T-shirts using a sewless method and a fair amount 
of creativity. After midterm, there was a warm clothing 
drive in each residence in conjunction with B-Well which 
filled several dozen garbage bags with coats, sweaters, 
gloves and toques. As the holidays approached, students 
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volunteered to make insulated, waterproof sleeping bags 
from recycled materials for the homeless and a total 12 of 
these were delivered to a charity in Duncan.

The winter term included more opportunities to learn 
about global issues and volunteering to plant seeds for the 
growing season in the school garden. During Spirit Week, 
a local clean up drew nearly 200 students who scoured 
the local area for trash which included everything from car 
doors to a box of discarded spray cans. Students also had 
fun around a beach fire roasting marshmallows and making 
smores. BEAT Captain Adrienne Roy ran the first ever BEAT 
Interhouse “Amazing Race” with a waste streaming section 
as well as stations where students needed to orienteer by 
answering environmental questions.

Spring term was focused around Earth Week and began 
with a Sunday hike up Cobble Hill mountain. The BEAT 
encouraged environmental action through the “Write for 
Environmental Rights” campaign and a pledge wall. There 
was a chance to do “prep” in the school garden with a 
number of students choosing to come up with their blankets 
and books. Some planted cauliflowers and turnips! Some 
even did prep. Mr. Miller offered his bird boxes made by 
students last year and there was a chance to paint them 
before they were positioned around the playing fields; the 
fields look extra special with the new decor - and the birds 
enjoy them just as much! Earth Day was celebrated by 
students and staff in blue and green and many attended an 
evening ice cream campfire activity on the beach.

Additionally, BC Green Party leader Sonia Fursteneau 
delivered a thoughtful Earth Day message (by video) at 
assembly.

May continued with several events, including a school 
wide outdoor movie night over midterm. Though our core 
group of organizers remained small, it was a keen and 
energized bunch superbly led by BEAT Captain, Adrienne 
Roy, who devoted (literally) hundreds of volunteer hours 
over the course of the year. My thanks to all who attended 
and helped out. Your efforts make a difference and count 
for more than you realize, particularly in a pandemic when 
people tend to feel overwhelmed by the problems we face 
as a planet.

B-WELL
MS. JULIE MURRAY & DYLAN KRUGER
This year, the Brentwood’s Wellness Advocates (B-Well) 
were a passionate and action-oriented group who, under 
the leadership of B-Well Captain Dylan Kruger and 15 House 
representatives, consistently led by example and worked 
tirelessly to promote wellness and inclusivity in their houses 
while also providing emotional support and leadership to 
their peers. They designed and facilitated a Mental Health 
Awareness Day for the Grade 11 class and Substance Use 

Awareness Day for the Grade 10s. During these events, 
students had an opportunity to hear personal stories of 
mental illness or substance abuse from peers and staff 
members as well as learn healthy ways to cope with stress, 
anxiety and peer pressure.

The B-Well team spearheaded several wellness days and 
a few wellness weeks in an effort to meet the needs of the 
student body during this not-so-normal year; these initiatives 
offered students opportunities to rest, recover and reflect on 
what they can do to support their own well-being. Through 
events like the Great Flower Give-Away during Kindness 
Week and several rounds of the ever-popular appreciation 
cards, the B-Well members also continued to nurture a 
culture of belonging and acceptance at Brentwood.

Despite the challenges this year, the B-Well team helped 
us, as a school, to look beyond the gates for ways to be of 
service. They successfully organized several awareness-
raising fundraisers including “Movember” (prostate cancer), 
Relay for Life (cancer research), Candygrams (Nourish 
Cowichan) and Jean Up Day (BC Children’s Hospital). 
Members also organized a holiday food drive for Nourish 
Cowichan and the Mill Bay Food Bank as well as a blanket 
and bedding collection for the Extreme Weather Shelter in 
Duncan.

This spring, B-Well celebrated 60 Grade 11 and 12 students 
who completed the 15-hour B-Well Peer Support Training 
Program to become certified B-Well members and the 
foundation for next year’s program. These students 
developed greater mental health literacy, learned how to 
listen effectively, gained greater confidence in navigating 
challenging conversations, and learned how to effectively 
support their peers.

Needless to say, it has been another year rich with passion, 
dedication and heart for B-Well; this team faced challenges 
head on and remained steadfast in their goal to support the 
well-being of their peers until the final days of the school 
year.
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GRAD COUNCIL
MRS. ERIN STEVENS & JOCELYN PERKOVIC
The Grad Council, led by President Jocelyn Perkovic and supported by Sponsor Mrs. Erin 
Stevens and Assistant Ms. Michelle Legassicke, worked tirelessly to provide the Graduating 
Class of 2021 with a memorable last year at Brentwood despite challenges working within 
the restrictions needed to keep students safe and healthy during the pandemic. Jocelyn and 
the 17 Grad Representatives helped create memories by promoting class bonding, organizing 
school-wide events, and fundraising for the Grad 2021 Bursary Fund for future Brentwood 
students.

Keeping with traditions of past Grad Classes, our first Grad Spirit Day took place on 
September 18, when we celebrated Kindergarten Dress Up day. This was our first grade-
wide bonding opportunity since students left campus for Spring Break during Grade 11. 
Through September and October, the Council put their heads together to plan a Covid-
friendly Airband, and according to Mr. Bud Patel, it was one of the best he had seen in his 
time at Brentwood. After the success of Airband, the Council was spurred on to create an 
adapted Snowball for December. The 2020 Snowball centred around friendship, integrating 
Brentwood’s Big Brothers and Big Sisters tradition into the event, providing a much-needed 
chance to socialize for students at cohort stations.

Snowball was a major fundraising event for the 2021 Grad Bursary Fund, added on to other 
initiatives such as Purdy’s Chocolates, Rent-a-grad, Candygrams, and the student favourite, 
Matchomatics. These all helped to lift the school’s spirit during the winter term. The Grad 
Council proudly surpassed their initial goal of $10,000, raising $15,048 to leave a legacy for 
future Brentwood students.

This spring, grad reps have worked to coordinate end-of-year celebrations by ordering 
grad hoodies, planning a week of fun activities and dress-up days during Grad Spirit Week, 
creating slideshows, coordinating tuxedo rentals, and organizing time capsules and house 
video creations. Although tired from a year like no other, graduating students are thankful to 
have these rites of passage. Grad reps have learned to pace themselves and listen to their 
classmates to know what energy was out there for Student Life activities. The Council learned 
to listen, adapt, and apply their leadership skills to plan events and get things done. Airband, 
Snowball, and Grad Spirit Week committees saw different grad reps take charge, delegate 
responsibilities to other reps, and ask classmates to help out with their events. Bonds were 
built, leadership abilities were put to the test, and through it there was laughter, struggle, 
celebration, and growth. The Council has much to be proud of.
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What a joy these amazing Grade 8 students are! Whether playing a whole-class frisbee game on Crooks 
Common, singing together in music class, or competing in an intraclass World Cup of Rugby tournament 
for PE, the inclusive and positive energy of these 8s is infectious. These twenty-seven exceptional young 
people came to Brentwood this year, embraced each other and the tripartite philosophy, and thrived in 
the classroom, on the sports floors and fields, and on the stage.

Who can forget the wonderful presentation of Madagascar Jr.?! The energy of that presentation fed a 
school hungry for something normal and received praise from parents, staff, and all eight Brentwood 
houses. Laughter and raucous student applause in the T. Gil Bunch Theatre is food for the soul. Such 
artistry was also produced later in the year as students played guitars and ukuleles together and made 
visual arts creations such as pinch pots and air tiles.

Experiential learning is the heart of the Grade 8 Program. As 
well as those artistic endeavours, students experienced a wide 
range of sports through their PE program and participated 
in hands-on science labs, cooking and gardening lessons, 
and the construction of bat houses thanks to senior wood-
working students. These awesome 8s took their smiles 
and enthusiasm for experiential learning outdoors, too. 
A three-day Camp Pringle adventure to start the year 
established supportive relationships that nourished 
us for the entire year, and three final days of outdoor 
pursuits in June left us exhausted and thankful for a 
wonderful year of in-person time together.

Yes, there were assignments and essays and 
tests and homework. There were long days, 
sports injuries, and the challenges that 
come with friendships and adolescence. 
Mostly, though, there were twenty-
seven exceptional young 
people living our Grade 8 
Program values: be kind, 
be inclusive, and work 
hard. Congratulations to 
the 2020-2021 Grade 
8 Program cohort for 
an exceptional year of 
learning!
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The Interhouse Competition is an important part of the 
Student Life experience at Brentwood. There are four Sister/
Brother house teams. The house teams are Mackenzie/Ellis, 
Allard/Rogers, Hope/Privett, and Alex/Whittall. Throughout 
the year, the house teams compete in a series of events, 
each worth points, to determine which team has the most 
points at the end of the year, and is then crowned the winner 
of the coveted Interhouse Trophy.

The defending champions from 2019-2020 are Mackenzie/
Ellis Houses.

The events in the Interhouse competition utilize a wide 
variety of student skills. All the events require some level of 
athletic skills, artistic skills and/or academic skills.

This year, the Interhouse events were highly contested 

and provided a great source of fun and energy on the 
campus. Twenty-four Interhouse events were hosted - an 
all-time high, with nine of those being first time events. The 
new events included the on-campus Cross Country Relay, 
Dodgeball, the Rap Competition, Cornhole, the BEAT relay, 
Just Dance competition, Flag Football, Soccer skills, and 
Spike Ball. They joined the other events which included 
the Eco-Challenge, Photography, Air Band, Field Hockey, 
Acapella, Improv, the Art Paint-In, the Egg Drop, Video 
Gaming, Giant Jenga, the Spelling Bee, Volleyball, Debate, 
Rowing, and Track and Field including the Tug of War.

Congratulations to the Interhouse Captains who had all led 
their teams to victory at a variety of events throughout the 
year. 

INTERHOUSE 
MRS. MARCI MCLEAN & OLIVIA SASSE

2021 FINAL INTERHOUSE COMPETITION RESULTS

1 | Mack  / Ellis 3 | Alex  / Whittall2 |  Hope / Privett 4 | Allard / Rogers

GRADE EIGHTS 
MR. DARYL STEVENS & MS. AMANDA RAMUNDI
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ACADEMICS
MR. HAROLD WARDROP

While kindergarten through to university students around the globe had their learning interrupted and their classes 
delivered in either an online format or some blended model that was often less than ideal, Brentwood students experienced 
in-person classes that ran on, essentially, our regular timetable. Indeed, aside from donning a mask, excessive hand 
washing, and remaining in their cohort groupings, students at Brentwood felt a general sense of normalcy to their education. 
As you will see by the comments from our instructional leaders, our students accomplished a great deal this year and their 
learning experiences had depth, required grit, and were infused with an abundance of joyful moments. Brentwood teachers 
feel very privileged to have worked with these amazing young people and are incredibly proud of their accomplishments 
and their perseverance throughout the year.

ENGLISH
MR. PAUL COLLIS
The year in the English Department featured many such 
declamatory moments of beautiful texts. Highlights 
include Karen Hedquist’s students’ Sell the Book 
presentations, who used art, rhetoric, and QR codes 
to spread the love of reading, Ryan Skardal’s students 
who read, collectively, over 500 novels, Toby Collis 
Handford’s Grade 10 decathlete champions, Paul Collis’ 
30 Sweaty Essay Club inductees, Jim Ganley and Edna 
Widenmaier’s Jane Austen Tea Party wooers, Beth 
Mullin’s students, who learned to love Trevor Noah, and 
Rebecca Day Reynolds’ Grade 9s, who, like Penelope, 
waited patiently for Rodney to sail home.

MATHEMATICS
MR. STEVEN PROKOPCHUK
The year saw the Mathematics Department continue our focus on competency-
driven teaching and learning, with an emphasis on student collaboration and our own 
implementation of the “Thinking Classroom”, an approach to math education based on the 
research of Dr. Peter Liljedahl from Simon Fraser University. Our classrooms were inhabited 
by thinking individuals as well as individuals thinking collectively, learning together, and 
constructing knowledge and understanding through activity and discussion. Our coding 
classes were no different. Students demonstrated their strong problem-solving skills and 
creativity through the construction of their own 80s-style video games.

We also had many excellent results in various national mathematics competitions.

HERE ARE SOME OF THE STANDOUT RESULTS:

Waterloo Math Competitions: 

Canadian Senior Math Competition: 
• First Place: Sky Sun (Certificate of Distinction) 
• Second Place: Ian Van Leuven (Certificate of Distinction) 
• Third Place: Sakurako Horiguchi (Certificate of Distinction)

Pascal (Gr. 9):
• First Place: April Liu (Certificate of Distinction)
• Second Place: Katelyn Myint
• Third Place: Edith Wong

Canadian Intermediate Math Competition: 
• First Place: Ariel Chiam (Certificate of Distinction) 
• Second Place: Felicity Berz
• Third Place: Lilli Schmidt-Engelbertz 

Cayley (Gr. 10):
• First Place: Anna Miki (Certificate of Distinction)
• Second Place: Felicity Berz
• Third Place: Ariel Chiam

Congratulations to all of these students!
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Martin Espada observes 

“In the republic of poetry, the 
guard at the airport will not 

allow you to leave the country 
until you declaim a poem for her 

and she says Ah! Beautiful.”
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MODERN LANGUAGES
MR. MARCO HERNANDEZ
In the Modern Languages department we continued to implement the TPRS (Teaching Proficiency through Reading and 
Storytelling) methodology that has proven to be very effective in our language classes. Our students’ showed a high degree 
of motivation and love for language learning. The combination of TPRS with technology has also been a powerful and 
engaging tool in our classes.

Some other key aspects of our approach:
• The study of novels in the target language has contributed to the natural acquisition of vocabulary, grammatical structures 

and awareness of the different cultures where the language is spoken.
•  Assessment continues to be adjusted to reflect curricular competencies.
• The use of meaningful project work has developed students’ appreciation and empathy for other cultures.
• Language activities were used to develop critical and creative thinking.
• Cultural explorations were undertaken to increase awareness, understanding and appreciation of the diversity that exists 

within la francophonie, China and the Hispanic world. Students explored historical elements, language practices, festivals, 
music and food.

• Saturday’s class time was used for students to do culture-related activities which also served to reduce students’ stress.
• Señora Simon and Madame Hall’s students participated in a musical exploration organized like a “March Madness” 

competition.
• AP language students put their best effort into preparing for the challenging AP exam.
• New course offerings with a focus on French and Spanish intensive introductory skills with the end goal to immerse 

students into the Grade 11 curriculum in both languages.
• Using a multifaceted assessment strategy which involved collaboration with all department members and the adoption of 

BC’s competency-driven learning framework as a basis for planning, teaching and assessing.

SOCIAL STUDIES & BUSINESS
MRS. ROBYN AMIEL
The Social Studies and Business Department embraced 
concept-based and competency-driven learning by focusing 
on not just what students learn, but also what skills students 
employ to demonstrate understanding. Skill development 
remained the focus as teachers worked with students to 
hone their proficiencies in inquiry, analysis, reasoning, 
and communication. Big ideas and concepts, such as 
decolonization and nationalism, spanned across multiple 
courses including Social Studies 10, AP US History 12, and 
BC First Peoples 12. For example, students learned about 
these concepts by examining conflicts in places such as 
Korea, Vietnam, and Canada as the big ideas pertained to 
Quebec nationalism and Indigenous peoples. Simulations 
in 20th Century World History 12 about the Paris Peace 
Conference and the Treaty of Versailles exercised students’ 
abilities to assess the cause and consequences of World 
War I. Students in this course also developed infographics 
to display their inquiry into how past episodes of injustices, 
such as genocide, shaped nations’ responsibilities in future 
conflicts.

In AP Comparative Government and Politics 12, for better 
or for worse, the expression “May you live in interesting 
times’’ certainly resonated this year. Lesson plans were 
often pushed aside as the class grappled with such pressing 
topics as the ongoing and varied global Covid response, 
US elections, the January 6 attacks on the Capitol, frequent 
and varied global protests, and the imprisonment of 
Navalny - to name but a few. The students showed depth 
of understanding, and respectful and lively discussion that 
served as positive examples for political engagement.

Students in Social Justice 12 were fortunate to have some 
guest speakers visit, such as advocates for the Trans 
community and for those who are homeless and living in 
poverty. Meta 9 hit the ground running in their sophomore 
year, as teachers and students worked tirelessly to design 
and create intricate prototypes for projects such as building 
sustainable agriculture models. In AP Macroeconomics, 
students celebrated after their rigorous final exams by 
hosting a mocktail party for special guests. Not only were 
guests treated to students sharing takeaways from their 
independent research project, but students also practiced 
the all-important act of networking. The AP Microeconomics 
class tried valiantly to convince their teacher that a 
trip to Prima Strada in Cobble Hill would cement their 
understanding of physical capital (pizza ovens), consumer 
goods (pizza), variable costs (cheese) and fixed costs (rent), 
but unfortunately, COVID regulations relegated the trip 
to the future. Speaking of food, the Entrepreneurship 12 
classes successfully navigated COVID safety plans to host a 
plethora of food booths during Brentwood’s abridged Spring 
Fair.

An important historical thinking skill is change and 
continuity; the ability to assess over time what has changed 
versus what has stayed the same. And while COVID-19 
changed the way we taught and learnt this past year, 
thankfully, our students’ motivations to work together to 
investigate global cultures, economics, politics and society, 
both past and present, stayed the same.

SCIENCE
MR. SCOTT DOEHLER
Science teachers led their students through an abundance 
of hands-on activities. Some of the highlights included 
explosive chemistry demonstrations, field trips (both real 
and virtual, on land and on the ocean), launching rockets, 
and using catapults. Our students were also involved in 
competitions, gardening, creating a giant playable piano, 
modifying fruit flies and sustainability projects.

METAMORPHOSIS 9
MR. NEIL ROBINSON & MS. SUE CHEUNG
The Meta9 program takes an integrated approach to 
learning by weaving together the curriculum from Applied 
Skills and Design, Science, and Social Studies. Students 
spend every other day working together with a team 
of six teachers on activities such as mini-lectures, labs, 
assignments, project-based activities, simulations, design 
challenges, and field trips. The nature of this program 
definitely provides students with the opportunity to establish 
close, personal relationships with each other and with their 
teachers. The list below serves as the highlights of our year:

• Adventure Week
• Cardboard Boat 

Challenge
• Totem Projects in the 

Makerspace
• Tackling Colonization - 

our simulation
• YPI (Youth Philanthropy 

Initiative)
• Logo Design Challenge
• Chemistry Laboratory 

Series

• Inequity Simulation
• Rube Goldberg Design 

Challenge
• Building a Battery 

Challenge
• Term Three Design 

Challenges:
• Architecture
• Agriculture
• Marine Life
• Catapult Design 

Challenge
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In September, our arts classes, with 
much gratitude and anticipation, 
returned to the studios and performing 
spaces that are the creative crucibles 
for both faculty and students. 
Mitigations and protocols would 
dictate many changes, particularly 
to performance classes, but we 
moved through the year with a 
“can do” attitude, adjusting and 
accommodating events to be either 
live or broadcast, socially distanced 
and masked. The faculty aspired to 
facilitate celebrations, Showcases or 
performances that would honour our 
tradition of excellence. Arts became 
the soul food for many of our students 
who continued to paint, sculpt, act, 
sing, play their instruments, make 
pottery, take photos, shoot films, 
debate, and build robots.

Sometimes the changes opened doors 
that would have been closed in a 
“normal” year. A case in point: typically 
the first student art show would be 
hung for showing in November but 

with preparing the studios, time 
ran away and the walls remained 
bare, until a call from former School 
Governor and past parent Richard 
Osler. Would we consider housing 
his collection of Newfoundland-born 
Artist David Blackwood’s work? It 
would be the first time ever that his 
collection of this iconic artist could 
be seen together. “Doorways Out of 
Time” was a dream come true for Mr. 
Osler; a dream come true for us. There 
were more than 40 pieces in the show 
evoking the spectacular landscape 
of Blackwood’s world. Students who 
tended to rush through the gallery 
getting from class to class stopped to 
reflect, sometimes on the same scene 
daily. We are very grateful for this gift - 
for a few weeks, the gallery belonged 
to Newfoundland, its courageous 
people undaunted by the challenges of 
their lives: a lesson in resilience.

Concert for a Winter’s Eve in 
December became the testing ground 
for broadcasting a show from the Killy 

Stage in the T. Gil Bunch Centre. For 
all production elements, it was 150% 
experiential learning from lighting and 
sound designing through to staging 
for the cameras. Performers and 
ensembles were filmed in different 
venues on campus, each with a 
seasonal feel. The segments were 
then ably transformed through the 
editing process by Mr. Minckler into 
a seamless emotionally-charged 
showcase of our musicians doing what 
they love best.

Without an audience to feed 
their energy, the musical theatre 
performers in Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolour Dreamcoat, February’s 
musical offering, supported each 
other with amazing solidarity and 
enthusiasm as they sang and danced 
in their cohorts. All ensemble scenes 
had to be carefully staged, so that 
protocols were adhered to. It was 
another layer of production that was at 
first awkward in the rehearsal process 
and then became second nature.

ARTS
MRS. EDNA WIDENMAIER

February also saw the first major 
student art show “Overtures”. We still 
held our opening night for the students 
who visited on timed tickets, cohort by 
cohort. Student proctors were on hand 
to discuss their works with the visitors. 
Likewise what would have been the 
Regatta Show in April went ahead. 
With “Illusions”, our artists, across all 

mediums, allowed the theme to inspire 
a wide range of excellent pieces.

The spring term saw all of the 
showcase performances transformed 
into broadcasts. From the Senior Play’s 
dive down the rabbit hole of gaming 
through the beautiful dance show 
“Wave” and then to the final Concert 
for a Summer’s Eve, each experience 

enabled our talented students to 
perform live, to have their on-stage 
time.

As for all our choirs and music 
ensembles, the world of on-line 
competitions went on. The results 
right up to MusicFest Canada were 
spectacular:

VICTORIA FESTIVAL FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS
• Brentwood Jazz Band – performing in the Highlights 

Concert
• AcousChicks Vocal Jazz Ensemble – Adjudicator’s Choice 

Award for Senior Vocal Jazz Ensemble
• Intermediate Rock Band – performing in the Highlights 

Concert

WEST COAST CHOIR FESTIVAL
• Pitches Vocal Ensemble – SILVER
• AcousChicks Vocal Jazz Ensemble – GOLD

WEST COAST JAZZ FESTIVAL
•  Brentwood Jazz Band – GOLD
• Advanced Rock Band – GOLD
• Beginner Rock Band – GOLD
• AcousChicks Vocal Jazz Ensemble – GOLD

MUSICFEST CANADA – THE NATIONALS
• Pitches Vocal Ensemble – GOLD (HONOR AWARD TO 

PEJU ADELASOYE)
• Brentwood Jazz Band – SILVER – (HONOR AWARD TO 

JUSTIN LIU)
• AcousChicks – SILVER – (HONOR AWARD TO ALLY 

DAFOE)

In this year of arts, the students and faculty have risen 
to not just meet the challenges but excel. The learning 
curves have been steep, but the rewards of not giving up 
and finding the way through are that walls become doors 
leading to journeys of the imagination.

FESTIVAL AWARDS 2021
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ATHLETICS
MR. BLAKE GAGE
While the 2020-2021 school year was far from normal, if one were to walk through campus 
on a regular sports afternoon, things would not have looked all that different from usual. Yes, 
there were far more handwashing stations and sanitation equipment than we have seen in 
previous years, but the same energetic hum was still in the air and, most importantly, our 
students were fully engaged in physical activity and working hard in the sports that they 
loved. Indeed, for some activities, the only real difference was the distance you needed to 
keep from others, or at times partnering with another student from your learning cohort.

If you were a student in cross country running, climbing, yoga, outdoor pursuits, cross-
training or even a competitive sport like tennis or golf, practice looked more or less the 
same. In our contact sports, our coaches truly went above and beyond to not only manage 
mitigation strategies, but to find new and creative ways to work on building skills, staying 
active, and finding outlets for kids to compete and have fun. Skills competitions were a staple 
in every sport, but our school also engaged in competitions with other schools and students 
from across the province - and in some cases from across the country. Some examples 
included:
• The cross country team participating in the pandemic challenge where they competed in a 

3k virtual race with other BC schools.
• The basketball teams participating in province-wide three point and free throw challenges 

as well as our own internal Brentwood three point contest.
• The rowers hosting international ERG competitions, participating in Rowing Canada’s skills 

competitions and, of course, hosting a tremendously successful interhouse rowing event.
• The soccer teams devising soccer-baseball tournaments and hosting our interhouse 

soccer skills competition.

The list could go on and on as each sport found ways to flex with the ever-changing health 
protocols: our coaches did a fantastic job of finding ways for our students to be active and 
have fun. When we looked at what our students were able to do compared to the rest of the 
youth in our country and across the world, we felt truly fortunate.

That said, I will tell you that things were definitely not the same. There were no real 
Showcase events, no teams visiting our campus, no excitement around the tournaments we 
so often host. There was no travelling across the Island or the province to face new teams 
or competition, no bus rides with your teammates or nights together in a hotel. And as hard 
as our kids might work, there were no Island, Provincial or National Championships for us to 
work towards or to culminate our seasons. For our Grade 12s, who have trained so hard for so 
long, this was a particularly bitter pill to swallow.

That said, it is in these challenging times that true character is revealed and as wonderful as 
our coaches were, our students, and particularly the leadership our Grade 12s demonstrated, 
was even more impressive. They embraced everything that was offered, stayed flexible as 
conditions continuously changed and, above all, fully committed themselves to working hard 
and having fun together. They are a wonderful group of young people and, on behalf of the 
coaching staff, I can’t thank them enough for the opportunity to work with them this year.

We look forward to getting back to renewing rivalries and providing our students with the full 
athletic experience in the Fall.
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OFFERS FROM 

165
 INSTITUTIONS

660+
OFFERS OF ADMISSION IN 9 

DIFFERENT COUNTRIES

61%
RECEIVED A SCHOLARSHIP OFFER 

FROM AT LEAST ONE OF THE 
UNIVERSITIES TO WHICH THEY 

APPLIED

67%
RECEIVED AN OFFER FROM THEIR 

FIRST-CHOICE INSTITUTION

$3.9
MILLION

ACCUMULATED SCHOLARSHIP 
AWARD OFFERINGS
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THE TOP DESTINATIONS OUTSIDE OF 
CANADA INCLUDE:
• University College London, England = 3
• University of St Andrews, Scotland = 3
• King’s College London, England = 2
• University of Southern California = 2
• University of Edinburgh, Scotland = 2
• University of Glasgow, Scotland = 2
• Parsons, The New School of Design, 

New York = 2
• California Polytechnic State University, 

San Luis Obispo = 2
• University of Colorado, Boulder = 2 

THE TOP FIVE DESTINATIONS OF 
THE CLASS OF 2021:
• University of British Columbia = 22
• University of Victoria = 15
• Western University = 11
• McGill University = 10
• Queen’s University = 8

UNIVERSITY 
COUNSELLING
MR. RICK RODRIGUES

As with so many things, the global pandemic 
had a significant impact on the world of 
university admissions. Our Grade 12 students 
had to navigate a process in which they could 
not set foot on the university campuses they 
were considering. Virtual visits and information 
sessions became the norm, online research 
became critical, and our seniors navigated it all 
with determination.

What we were not prepared for was the 
extent to which the pandemic would alter the 
landscape of admissions. Questions swirled 
about students who had deferred admission 
the previous year, schools that had to adopt 
test-optional policies in the United States, and 
whether institutions would be able to return 
to in-person learning. In the end, admission 
patterns varied wildly. Application numbers 
exploded at universities throughout the globe, 
squeezing already historically low admit rates 
to levels never before seen.

On the whole, the members of the Graduating 
Class of 2021 fared well through the tumult 
of the admissions cycle. Some felt the pinch 
of a more challenging admissions landscape, 
but most had excellent options from which to 
choose.

Over two-thirds of them will remain in Canada 
to pursue their studies, one out of six of them 
will matriculate to schools in the United States, 
and 14% of them will venture to distant shores 
around the globe.

Nearly 40% of them will pursue studies in the 
Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences; 30% 
will study in the STEM fields; just over 10% of 
them will pursue studies in Business; nearly 
one in ten of them are entering the fine and 
performing arts; the remaining will be pursuing 
studies in Education, Social Work, Health 
Professions, Law, and the Trades.

Members of the Graduating 
Class will be attending 63 
different schools in seven 
different countries, six 
Canadian provinces, &  
13 American states.
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Tareq Alansari, Dubai, United Arab Emirates — University of 
British Columbia, BC — Engineering 

Ike Alexander, Lagos, Nigeria — York University, ON — Fine 
Arts 

Bright Anthony, Montréal, QC — University of Toronto, ON 
— Life Sciences 

Robin Argument, Brisbane, Australia — University of British 
Columbia, Okanagan, BC — Engineering 

Mahir Arora, Los Altos Hills, CA — Brown University, RI — 
Liberal Arts & Science 

Rohin Arun, Duncan, BC — University of Toronto, St. 
George's, ON — Rotman Commerce 

Ifeanyi Ayadiuno, Calgary, AB — University of Alberta, AB — 
Engineering 

Ankit Bakshi, Comox, BC — Western University, ON — 
Medical Sciences 

Luc Baldwin, Whistler, BC — Western University, ON — 
Engineering 

Damien Barreto, Houston, TX — University of Toronto, St. 
George's, ON — Humanities 

Olivia Bartsch, Helena, MT — School of the Art Institute of 
Chicago, IL — Fine Arts 

Sloane Benoit, West Vancouver, BC — McGill University, QC 
— Biological Sciences 

Pierce Bindley, West Vancouver, BC — Simon Fraser 
University, BC — Arts & Social Sciences 

Shaw Blaisdell, Calgary, AB — Boston College, MA — Liberal 
Arts & Science 

Charles Bloch, Portland, OR — University of St Andrews, 
Scotland — Management & Economics 

Kai Blomquist, Port Alberni, BC — University of Glasgow, 
Scotland — Engineering 

Roisin Buckley, Singapore — Taking a Gap year before 
applying to Law courses in the United Kingdom 

Anthony Burkinshaw, Vancouver, BC — University of St 
Andrews, Scotland — International Relations 

Holly Burton, Mill Bay, BC — University of Victoria, BC — 
Engineering 

Chloe Cady, Vancouver, BC — University of Ottawa, ON — 
Social Sciences 

Katelyn Chan, Hong Kong ,— University of British Columbia, 
BC — Science 

Evdokiia Cheskidova, Moscow, Russia — Bristol University, 
England — Criminology with Quantitative Research 

Cate Cochrane, Duncan, BC — University of British 
Columbia, BC — Arts 

Ben Cole, Foothills, AB — Queen's University, ON — 
Engineering 

Finlay Cornelius, San Francisco, CA — University of 
Colorado, CO — Liberal Arts & Science 

Solveig Curtis, Grande Prairie, AB — Okanagan College, BC 
— Arts and Viticulture & Wine Studies 

Ally Dafoe, Calgary, AB — Queen's University, ON — Arts 

Olin Dahlstrom, Duncan, BC — University of British 
Columbia, BC — Arts 

Carla Denkema, Grande Prairie, AB — University of Calgary, 
AB — Arts 

Ally Dick, Toronto, ON — Queen's University, ON — 
Commerce 

Hermione Do, Ho Chi Minh, Viet Nam — McMaster 
University, ON — Life Sciences 

Karl Draper, Mill Bay, BC — Karlsruhe Institute of 
Technology, Germany — Carl Benz School of Engineering 

Cecilia Dressler, Eureka, CA — Taking a Gap year to work 
before proceeding to Tulane University, LA 

Tega Ejumabone, Calgary, AB — University of British 
Columbia, BC — Engineering 

INTRODUCING 

CLASS OF 2021 Tony Else, Cobble Hill, BC — University of Victoria, BC — 
Social Sciences 

Emiko Emiko, Warri, Nigeria — University of Calgary, AB — 
Engineering 

Grace Erickson, Vernon, BC — University of British 
Columbia, BC — Arts 

Finn Espey, Calgary, AB — Planning to enter the Canadian 
Military and train as an Intelligence Officer 

Sarah Etukudo, Lagos, Nigeria— The New School: Parsons 
School of Design & Eugene College of Liberal Arts, NY 
— Dual Degree: Fine Arts in Fashion Design & Arts in 
Economics

Grace Fanstone, Hong Kong,— University of Buckingham, 
England — Medicine 

McCoy Fleming, Fort McMurray, AB — University of Alberta, 
AB — Arts 

Dale Foerster, Cobble Hill, BC — University of Victoria, BC — 
Computer Engineering 

Hanno Fourie, Campbell River, BC — University of Victoria, 
BC — Science 

Lorenzo Garcia, Hong Kong,— University of San Francisco, 
CA — Kinesiology 

James Gerard, Whistler, BC — University of Waterloo, ON — 
Planning 

Anthony Giannatsis, Montréal, QC — Concordia University, 
QC — Commerce 

William Gibbs, Mill Bay, BC — University of British Columbia, 
BC — Engineering 

Nemi Gogo, Lagos, Nigeria — Carleton University, ON — 
Civil Engineering 

Sarah Golding, Vancouver, BC — University of St Andrews, 
Scotland — Medicine 

Simon Greene, Vancouver, BC — University of Victoria, BC 
— Commerce 

Blanca Grobbelaar, Brooks, AB — University of Edinburgh, 
Scotland — Medicine 

Santino Gulino, Melbourne, Australia — Utrecht University, 
The Netherlands — Economics & Business Economics 

Nicholas Gushue, Kitchener, ON — Ontario Truck Driving 
School, ON — Truck Driving License 

Sophie Habkirk, Toronto, ON — University College London, 
England — Linguistics 

Joshua Haley, Singapore,— St. Francis Xavier University, NS 
— Engineering 

Derek Harrison, San Francisco, CA — University College 
London, England — Biomedical Sciences 

Duncan Harrop, Hong Kong,— University of British 
Columbia, BC — Arts 

Airi Hatori, Tokyo, Japan — Boston University, MA — 
Business Administration & Management 

Sydney Hau, Napa, CA — University of Iowa, IA — 
Elementary Education 

Alice Hill, Portola Valley, CA — University of Wisconsin, WI — 
Letters & Sciences 

Luca Hoffmeister, Vancouver, BC — Western University, ON 
— Social Sciences 

Sakurako Horiguchi, Tokyo, Japan — University of Toronto, 
ON — Life Sciences 

Ethan Humphries, Nanoose Bay, BC — University of 
Victoria, BC — Computer Science 

Abayah Hunt, Campbell River, BC — Taking a Gap year to 
work before applying to visual arts programs 

Stephen Igbinosa, Fort St. James, BC — University of 
Southern California, CA — Letters, Arts & Science 

Sasha Imbleau, Brooklyn, NY — University of Ottawa, ON — 
International Development & Globalization 

Sydney Jacques, Calgary, AB — University of Guelph, ON — 
Science 

Sloane Jesse, Dallas, TX — University of the Arts London: 
Central St. Martins, England — Diagnostic Foundation Year 

Eva Kamimura, Vancouver, BC — Western University, ON — 
Richard Ivey School of Business 

Taylor Keba, Prince George, BC — University of British 
Columbia, BC — Arts 

Feury Kelly, Shanghai, China — McGill University, QC — Arts 

Jahmaal Kennedy, Vancouver, BC — University of British 
Columbia, Okanagan, BC — Media Studies 

Ryangwon Kim, Seoul, Korea — University of British 
Columbia, BC — Engineering 

Sofia Klobucar, Duncan, BC — University of Victoria, BC — 
Arts 

Dylan Kruger, Duncan, BC — University of Calgary, AB — 
Health Sciences 

Megan Kruger, Duncan, BC — University of Calgary, AB — 
Health Sciences 
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Spencer Krywulak, Whistler, BC — Taking a Gap year to 
work before commencing his university studies 

Brenna Kennedy Lam, Smithers, BC — University of British 
Columbia, Okanagan, BC — Management 

Travis Lathangue, Campbell River, BC— University of 
Victoria, BC — Science 

Isaac Lauren, Williams Lake, BC — Simon Fraser University, 
BC — Science 

Josh Lavigne, Cobble Hill, BC — University of Victoria, BC — 
Social Sciences 

Chiara Lea, London, England — King’s College London, 
England — International Relations 

Shaelyn Ledingham, Regina, SK — Arizona State University, 
AZ — Interior Design 

Anna Ross Lee, North, SC — College of Charleston, SC — 
Computing in the Arts 

David Lee, Mill Bay, BC — University of Toronto, St. 
George’s, ON — Social Sciences 

Moselle Levy, Vancouver, BC — Loyola Marymount 
University, CA — Liberal Arts & Science 

Nicole Little, Bali, Indonesia — University of Sheffield, 
England — European and International Law 

Justin Liu, Hong Kong ,— Berklee College of Music, MA — 
Fine Arts 

Erik Long, Comox, BC — University of British Columbia, 
Okanagan, BC — Engineering 

Mia Luna, Shawnigan Lake, BC — Emily Carr University of 
Art & Design, BC — Fine Arts Foundation 

Liam MacNeill, Saskatoon, SK — University of 
Saskatchewan, SK — Commerce 

Annika Maj, Hong Kong ,— University of Calgary, AB — 
Health Sciences 

Callum McAllister, Duncan, BC — Carleton University, ON — 
Public Affairs & Policy Management 

Kennedy McDiarmid, Tofino, BC — McGill University,   
QC — Arts 

Madi McReynolds, Campbell River, BC — Western 
University, ON — Medical Sciences 

Markus Meyer, Dawson Creek, BC — University of British 
Columbia, Okanagan, BC — Mechanical Engineering 

Zoya Moledina, Nairobi, Kenya — University of Glasgow, 
Scotland — Business & Management/Psychology 

Jack Napier—Ganley, Cobble Hill, BC — University of British 
Columbia, BC — Kinesiology 

Abbie Nelson, Edmonton, AB — Queen’s University, ON — 
Commerce 

Emilee Nelson, Grande Prairie, AB — Taking a Gap year to 
travel and work before proceeding to University of  
Victoria, BC 

Tyron Okeke,Edmonton, AB — Thompson Rivers University, 
BC — Arts 

Janelle Olughor, Edmonton, AB — University of Calgary, AB 
— Arts 

Victoria Parks, Shawnigan Lake, BC — Queen’s University, 
ON — Science 

Noah Pasloske, Nanaimo, BC — University of British 
Columbia, Okanagan, BC — Science 

Grace Paton, Cobble Hill, BC — Camosun College, BC — 
Social Work 

Hannah Pearl, Toronto, ON — Western University, ON — 
Richard Ivey School of Business 

Jocelyn Perkovic, Maple Bay, BC — McGill University, QC — 
Arts: Political Science 

Noel Pettit, Mill Bay, BC — Queen’s University, ON — 
Engineering 

Calum Phillips, West Vancouver, BC — Western University, 
ON — Social Sciences 

Nate Phillips, Napa, CA — University of Colorado, CO — 
Business 

Nicolas Pieritz, Hamburg, Germany — British Columbia 
Institute of Technology, BC — Aircraft Maintenance 
Engineering 

Freya Podlasly, Vancouver, BC — Taking a Gap year to travel 
before proceeding to Sciences Po, France 

Ryan Power, St. John’s, NL — Western University, ON — 
Management & Organizational Studies 

Jack Rogers, San Francisco, CA — California Polytechnic 
University, San Luis Obispo, CA — Kinesiology 

Adrienne Roy, Vancouver, BC — McGill University, QC — 
Arts 

Sean Ryan, Malahat, BC — University of Toronto, St. 
George’s, ON — Computer Science 

Eliza Ryder, Vancouver, BC — McGill University, QC — Arts 

Tansey Samson, Cobble Hill, BC— Taking a Gap year to 
work as a Youth Advocate 

Tiyasha Sanyal, Lagos, Nigeria — University of Toronto, ON 
— Business Management 

Olivia Sasse, Berkeley, CA — Dartmouth College, NH — 
Liberal Arts & Science 

Jacopo Scagliarini, Bologna, Italy — Western University, ON 
— Social Sciences 

Kalem Schoneck, Brooks, AB — McGill University, QC — 
Chemical Engineering 

Gemma Selby, West Vancouver, BC — Pomona College, CA 
— Liberal Arts 

Alice Smith, Edmonton, AB — Queen’s University, ON — 
Science 

Abi Smythe, Banff, AB — University of Calgary, AB — Arts 

Nazar Son, Seoul, Korea — University of British Columbia, 
BC — Fine Arts 

Chris Song, Vancouver, BC — University of San Diego, CA — 
Interdisciplinary Humanities 

Wade Southern, Powell River, BC — Taking a Gap year to 
work before commencing his university studies 

Elsa Stevenson, Bermuda ,— Ontario College of Art & 
Design, ON — Fine Arts 

Zosia Stevenson, Prince Rupert, BC — McGill University, QC 
— Arts 

Abby Sullivan, Mill Bay, BC — University of Victoria, BC — 
Social Sciences 

Maria Cabrolier Taciuk, Edmonton, AB — University of 
Edinburgh, Scotland — Law 

Liam Tanner, Duncan, BC — University of Victoria, BC — 
Engineering 

Eesha Thakkar, Nairobi, Kenya — University of British 
Columbia, BC — International Economics 

Jessica Tidball, West Vancouver, BC — Western University, 
ON — Social Sciences 

Emma Trinh, Ho Chi Minh City, Viet Nam — The New 
School: Parson School of Design, NY — Strategic Design & 
Management 

Waca Umeda, Nagoya, Japan — Taking a Gap year to work 
before commencing her university studies 

Abdulaziz Umiryayev, Nur—Sultan, Kazakhstan — University 
of British Columbia, BC — International Economics 

Ian Leuven Van, Park City, UT — California Polytechnic 
University, San Luis Obispo, CA — Mathematics 

Gavin Oostrom Van, Victoria, BC — University of Victoria, 
BC — Engineering 

Ishan Varma, Hong Kong ,— Dalhousie University, NS — Arts 

Maya Vasko, Singapore ,— University of British Columbia, 
BC – Arts 

Michael Wang, Mill Bay, BC — University of British Columbia, 
BC — Kinesiology 

Milla Watt, Duncan, BC — University of Victoria, BC — Social 
Sciences 

Madysson Weatherford, Fruitvale, BC — University College 
London, England — History with French 

Maddy West, Shawnigan Lake, BC — McGill University, QC 
— Arts 

Indiana Whist, West Vancouver, BC — Taking a Gap year to 
work and travel before proceeding to Regent’s University 
London, England 

Summer White, Vancouver & Whistler, BC — McGill 
University, QC — Arts 

Jake Wooldridge, Vancouver, BC — King’s College London, 
England — Biomedical Engineering 

Joshua Wooldridge, Vancouver, BC — Western University, 
ON — Management & Organizational Studies 

Chase Worth, Duncan, BC — University of British Columbia, 
BC — Arts 

Charlotte Wright, Mill Bay, BC — Simon Fraser University, 
BC — Arts & Social Sciences 

Haydyn Wynter, Squamish, BC — University of Victoria, BC 
— Commerce 

Jacqueline Yoon, Los Altos, CA — Washington University in 
St. Louis, MO — Visual Arts & Computer Science 

Ben Zehner, San Juan Island, WA — Colgate University, NY 
— Liberal Arts & Science 

Charles Zhang, Vancouver, BC — Berklee College of Music, 
MA — Fine Arts 

Bonnie Zhong, Chongqing, China — University of Southern 
California, CA — Letters, Arts & Science 

Jacob Zwaan, Cobble Hill, BC— Taking a Gap year to work 
and travel before proceeding to University of Victoria, BC
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DEPARTURES
SAYING GOODBYE TO STAFF

We are bidding farewell to a number of 
staff members and we would like to take a 
moment to acknowledge their service.

Boarding Faculty Assistants (BFAs) Andrew 
Fischer and Gary Hughes departed early 
in the year with the former reuniting with 
his fiance in South Africa and the latter 
becoming the head of boarding at a new 
school in the Okanagan.

Old Brentonians, Sam Pearse and Lindsay 
Bell-Etkin, joined us as a BFAs for this year 
and we hope they enjoyed their time at her 
forever home here in Mill Bay.

Beth Mullin joined us as a highly competent 
and committed English teacher and returns 
with her family, that includes her husband 
Andy who was one of our cross country 
coaches, Ellis House’s Will and would be 
Grade 8, Ben, to the international school life 
in Singapore. We wish them well.

Our boatman for the past two years who also 
covered BFA duties in Rogers House, Drew 
Edwards, returns to Vancouver where he is 
able to reconnect with his family and loved 
ones. We thank him for his service.

Mandarin teacher, Fang Sun will take a year’s 
leave of absence to pursue a passion for 
business and we look forward to her return in 
September of 2022.

I would also like to acknowledge a newly 
formed COVID-19 specific health team in 
the Woodward Health Centre. From testing, 
assuring, and reassuring students and 
parents, they were definitely on the frontlines 
of our COVID response. We want to thank 
Brigham Smith and the rest of his team for 
their professionalism and leadership.

Tristan Clausen leaves us after 6 years of 
English and music teaching. His passion 
for his students will be missed and we are 
pleased to see him appointed to a full time 
role very near us at St. John’s School in 
Shawnigan Lake.

If you’ve ever seen a “Marci McLean event”, 
you know the preparation, attention to detail, 

and extremely high expectations she has 
for her students. While Oliver Amiel has 
taught for over 10 years at Brentwood, his 
connection to the school goes way back to 
his arrival as a Grade 8 boarder in 1991. We 
recognize both of these staff members and 
the iconic Gerri Wiens in a separate section 
of the magazine.

Please join me in thanking all of these 
amazing staff members.
• Heather Prouty    

Laundry & Housekeeping - 21 years

• Lorraine Blake     
Head of Dance - 20 years

• Debbie Sage     
Head of Rowing - 19 years

• Don Armitage     
Theatre Technical Director - 16 years

• Ken Witt    
Facilities - 15 years

• Bruce Levy   
Transportation - 7 years

• Tristan Clausen   
Faculty and Arts teacher - 6 years 

• Luzviminda Caulfield   
Food Services - 5 years

• Chris Spicer (moving to part-time)                        
4 years

• Kelly Gagne    
Graphic Designer - 3 years

• Andrew Neil    
Food Services - 3 years

• Niina Kujansuu    
Food Services - 3 years

• Lonnie Goodfellow   
Grounds - 3 years

• Grant Massina    
Facilities - 2 years

• Drew Edwards    
Boatman and BFA - 2 years 

• Lindsay Bell-Etkin   
BFA - 1 year

I am very pleased to have been 
asked to recognize Gerri Wiens’ 
service to Brentwood on her 
retirement. She began working at 
Reception in 1990 with the idea 
of working only weekends as she 
had three young daughters she 
was raising with her husband, 
Bart. Well, that part-time position 
at Reception turned into Gerri 
contributing wherever the need 
was. When a position became 
available in University Counselling 
to support the work with staff 
and students there, she took on 
that role. She then moved to the 
General Office and as something 
was identified as needing to be 
done, Gerri often was the one who 
picked it up. She became the go-to 
person for supporting University 
Counselling, when teachers 
needed textbooks, helping with 
AP exams, class coverage, end of 
year awards ceremonies, volunteer 
hours tracking, student records, 
the list is long. 

What stands out for many who 
worked with Gerri over her years 
at Brentwood was her devotion to 
her family. In the Academic Office, 
we got to enjoy her sharing the 
antics of her two young grandsons 
as they accomplished their firsts of 
many things. Her sense of humour 
was also mentioned and when 
she began working at Reception 
and someone came into the Ross 
Building and started barking 
orders, Gerri would ask “Were you 

in the army?”  She was always a 
very supportive, patient and calm 
presence in all her various roles. 
She was someone we could always 
rely on and who had a vast supply 
of stationery items she was always 
happy to help us with! She also 
had a good stash of chocolate in 
her top drawer for those afternoon 
cravings and was happy to share. 
When things got a bit hectic and 
people were getting frustrated, 
Gerri would stay calm and shrug 
her shoulders and say “Oh, well.” 
and carry on. Gerri, on behalf of 
the many students and staff that 
you have helped to support over 
your 30 years at Brentwood thank 
you and we all wish you the best in 
your retirement.

Deputy Head, Academics  
Cheryl Murtland

GERRI WIENS
1990-2020
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MARCI 
MCLEAN

2007-2021

With bittersweet emotions, we said 
farewell to Mrs. McLean at the end of 
the 2020-21 school year. Marci initially 
arrived at Brentwood in 2007 as a 
part-time tennis coach and then as a 
school parent of Amanda (Allard ’13) 
and Nicholas (Ellis ’15).

She quickly became embedded as 
our Head of Tennis where she built 
the program into one of our most 
subscribed athletic endeavours and 
a perennial provincial powerhouse. 
In 2014, she took over the Student 
Activities Committee (SAC) where 
she elevated all aspects of student 
events including a broader Interhouse 
competition. If you’ve ever seen a 
“Marci McLean event”, you know the 
preparation, attention to detail, and 
extremely high expectations she 
has for her students. Her amazing 
organizational skills are only surpassed 
by her ability to empower her students. 
Brentwood Tennis players and SAC 
members understand that they 
are responsible for the collective 
experience of others, thanks to Marci's 
influence. Since her arrival on campus 
her impact on the student experience 
has been profound and for all those 
reasons she will indeed be missed. 
She now enters blissful retirement 
that will involve a rigorous regime of 
tennis and travel with her husband, 
Cameron. Marci will be missed but 
never forgotten.

Below is an excerpt of the toast given 
by Maya Vasko ‘21 & Olivia Sasse ‘21 to 
Mrs. Marci McLean upon her retirement 
from Brentwood in June.

On July 21st, 1963, a miracle happened 
when Marcia Bishop was born. Raised 
in Nova Scotia, Mrs. McLean spent 

her childhood days highland dancing, 
playing piano, and swimming. 

Mrs. McLean quickly rose to stardom 
in middle and high school. She was 
the top female junior tennis player 
in Atlantic Canada from the time she 
was 14 until she graduated to the 
senior circuit. During her school years 
at Middleton Regional HS, she was 
a prominent member of the 1NSSAF 
Champion Girls Volleyball team and 
also the Champion Girls Basketball 
team. She also was a Singles 
Badminton champion, all the while 
getting her degree at King’s College in 
Home Economics. 

It is, however, the sport of tennis that 
the name Marcia Bishop and now, 
Marci McLean, is almost synonymous. 
Mrs. McLean was ranked No 1 in 14 and 
under (1977), 16 and under (1979) and 
18 and under (1981) for Canada! For five 
of those years, she represented Nova 
Scotia at the Canadian Junior Open 
and also in Ladies Doubles at the 1981 
Canada Games. Her championships 
are almost too numerous to name.

But her huge impact on Canadian 
tennis is nothing compared to the 
impact she made in our hearts here at 
Brentwood.

Our trips to Bear Mountain definitely 
made our tennis team feel like a 
second family (considering the fact that 
we did spend hours a week together). 
We all became so close that the boys 
started calling her “Mom” and “Mama 
McLean” which Mrs. McLean embraced 
with her signature somewhat shrill but 
lovable laugh. Mrs. McLean is known 
for her easy-going and fun-loving 
personality. 

Mrs. McLean always made sure that we 
had the most fun possible. During our 
junior provincials (which she led and 
organized, along with her two other 
jobs at Brentwood) she brought us 
nautical themed costumes to wear to 
the provincial banquet. We had trivia 
with prizes and even an insane dance 
party, at which Mrs. McLean busted 
down to the hit single, “Baby Shark”. 

You’re missing out if you’ve never 
seen Mrs. McLean bust a move to her 
favourite k-pop band BLACKPINK. 

That's the other thing about Mrs 
Mclean, she not only made sure we 
had fun at tennis but she also wanted 
to know about all the fun we had off the 
court.

Like any good mom, Mrs. McLean 
always knew more than she let on. She 
knew everything about everyone on 
this campus.

Mrs. McLean managed to strike the 
perfect balance between coach and 
friend. Watching her interact with 
others, we saw how she miraculously 
remembered everyone’s names, where 
everyone was from, their interests, and 
she never hesitated to chat and make 
you feel welcome on the courts and at 
events. 

She was always there to cheer on the 
tennis team from the sidelines with 
encouragement, enthusiasm and love 
and colourful supportive comments. 
Mrs. McLean, thank you so much for all 
you’ve given to Brentwood and to us. 

We love our Brentwood mom and will 
miss you - especially our hot gossip 
talks on the bus to Bear Mountain. 

Maya Vasco '21 and Olivia Sasse '21

“You won’t know what you have until she’s [it’s] gone.” Marci is a “behind the scenes” 
teacher who gives her students opportunities to develop and shine. She has nurtured 
many student leaders in the organizations and teams she has coached. Brentwood 
will miss this dynamic but humble powerhouse of an educator. 

Susan Quinton, Tennis Coach
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OLIVER 
AMIEL

2010-2021

Oliver Amiel taught for over 10 years at Brentwood, his 
connection to the School goes way back to his arrival as a 
Grade 8 boarder in 1991. Mr. Amiel is a superb chemistry 
teacher, passionate coach of rugby and rowing, curator 
of the strength and conditioning program, creator of our 
current advisor curriculum, and proud member of both 
Whittall and Allard. He moves to a head teaching role in the 
science department at Queen Margaret’s School in Duncan. 
As he moves on, we know his heart will always be at 
Brentwood and we wish him well on his next adventure. The 
following is an excerpt from the School’s farewell to Oliver 
by Director of Athletics, Blake Gage.

It is my privilege to be honoring Mr. Oliver Amiel and 
thanking him for his 10 years of service at Brentwood. 

Ollie is geared up and getting ready for a new adventure 
next year as he will be off to teach and coach at Queen 
Margaret’s School just up the road in Duncan. Mr. Amiel has 
lived and breathed Brentwood for much of his life. Some of 
you may not be aware, but he graduated from Brentwood in 
1995 as House Captain of Whittall before moving on to study 
science at McGill. 

Life took him on some extraordinary adventures but 
somehow he eventually made it back to our campus in 2010 
and since then has made an impact on almost every part of 
our school.   

He was an Assistant Houseparent at Rogers before getting 
his promotion to Whittall where he was a huge part of the 
House for a full five years. After his stay in Whittall, Ollie 
and his family moved to Allard House - definitely a new 
experience after being in a boys house - and the Amiel 
family has loved every minute of it. He has coached rowing, 
he has coached rugby and for the last six years been the 
driving force behind our Strength and Conditioning Center 
and was instrumental in the planning that took place for its 
space and layout in the Foote. 

He has taught just about everything there is to teach in the 
Science department, including Physics, Bio, Chem, and yes, 
everyone’s favourite, Chem 12 AP - oh and he likes teaching 
kids how to make fire and blow things up. It is rare to find 
someone who is able to so seamlessly take on just about 
any role a school can throw at him, but it is rarer still to find 
someone who tackles everything that he does with such 
passion and enthusiasm. 

There is no change of pace for Mr. Amiel – he goes 100% 

at everything he does. From gruelling physical workouts 
in the gym, to prepping his students for final exams; from 
his legendary suicide paintball missions to his terrifying 
intensity in a game of touch rugby, to his take-no-prisoners 
#1 inspections, there are no half measures with Mr Amiel; 
he does everything full-on and in doing so has become a bit 
of a legend in our school. But there are many sides to Ollie, 
so often we see that hard-edged intensity, but those of you 
who have had him as an advisor or had a chance to live with 
him on a day-to-day basis will have also seen the softer, 
caring side. He will push his students like he himself would 
want to be pushed, but at the root of it is his desire to help 
students be the people they want to be. He will give all that 
he can for them. 

Of course, this caring, nurturing side of Mr. Amiel is nowhere 
more apparent than when you see him with his family. Some 
of us have been lucky enough to hear him singing nursery 
rhymes to his children whom he clearly adores. And as fierce 
as he is in competition, he will forever be the humble, loving 
and obedient husband of Mrs. Amiel. And ultimately, as 
much as I know Mr. Amiel loves Brentwood, his family comes 
first which is a big reason for why he is leaving for QMS 
in September. With Gavyn starting at Queen Margaret’s 
next year, the new opportunity at QMS just makes so 
much sense. I know Ollie will be sad to leave campus each 
morning, but that he will also revel in a new adventure. 

With Mr. Amiel still working here as the Allard Houseparent it 
will present a new set of logistical challenges for their family 
but like all their adventures together, Robyn and Ollie will 
be geared up and ready to go. Ollie will smile, do what he 
is told, and rest when he can, while Robyn will continue to 
support and encourage him, even as she shoulders most of 
the load… ;-)

So, Mr. Amiel will be up the road for a while, but, as we have 
seen, sometimes life brings us full circle, and I can’t help but 
hope that maybe there will be a time in the not-too-distant 
future where Margo and Gavyn might give him a reason to 
make his way back to teaching at Brentwood again. Who 
knows, in around 10 years, we might see a young man on 
stage looking a little bit like him. But in the meantime Mr. 
Amiel, thank you for giving so much of yourself to your 
students and to this place. We will miss you immensely and 
wish you every success. 

Jack Napier-Ganley '21

Oliver, my friend, I know  you are leaving your job at Brentwood, but I'm very glad you'll still be 
intricately connected to the campus community. You are the father of a beautiful family and a man who 
I know wants to do what is right and good for the people and world around him and have a mindset of 
growth and flexibility. You are a good man and I'm so happy to have you as part of my life.

Mark Wismer, Houseparent Ellis House
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REMEMBERING

WILLIAM (BILL)
T. ROSS 

Headmaster • Teacher • Mentor • Colleague • 
Visionary • Brentwood Legend • Friend

OCTOBER 20, 1937 - FEBRUARY 23, 2021

"The potential that lies within every student should never 
be underestimated, because every student that I met there, 
everyone, every last one, had something to offer..."  - Bill Ross
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When I learned of Bill’s ALS diagnosis, I 
did what I know Bill has done with many 
- I called him. Those calls continued 
every ten days or so until Bill's passing 
and further confirmed what I have 
always believed: Bill Ross is one of the 
finest people I have ever known and his 
leadership, character and vision have 
defined Brentwood.

I first met Bill as a new Grade 10 student 
in 1974. On first introduction, he seemed 
an imposing figure. Tall and robust, he 
was full of an energy and enthusiasm 
one could not ignore. Veteran students 
described him as “a great baseball 

player who was drafted into MLB (a 
shoulder injury changed that career 
path and Bill played baseball for UBC), 
a star highschool athlete and a tough as 
nails rugby player”. For new students, 
this could have been an intimidating 
man to meet, but the opposite was true. 
His easy nature, incredible ability to tell 
a story and his positive attitude came 
through in that first meeting. Bill was 
easy to like.
Arriving at Brentwood in 1962, he joined 
the staff as a science and math teacher.

Quickly demonstrating what Tony Carr 
(legendary senior boys’ rowing coach) 
described as his “all in” attitude, Bill 
also coached basketball and rugby and 
later hockey. Tony adds, “He was the 
token Canadian in those years as most 
of the other staff came from the UK or 
Ireland. He had the task of introducing 
us to Canadian sports like hockey and 
baseball. We drew a blue line on the 
tennis courts and used ball hockey 
to teach the game and get in some 
boarding and slashing and we played 
baseball against the students in the 

summer”. Bill also sponsored the first 
choir, foreshadowing his role in creating 
Brentwood’s definitive, unique tripartite 
program.

His natural affinity for educational 
administration quickly emerged and his 
roles expanded to include academic 
leadership under the title of Senior 
Master. His skills were in strong 
demand outside of Brentwood as well. 
Between 1972-76, Bill was initially 
a Trustee and later the Chairman of 
the Victoria School District. No doubt 
those experiences provided a valuable 
grounding in educational and school 
management for what was to come 
when he became the Headmaster of 
Brentwood in 1976.

Clearly, Bill was a natural leader. His 
razor-sharp mind, passion for education 
and highly competitive instincts would 
underpin a career that transformed 
Brentwood College from a fledgling 
and struggling boarding school into 
a preeminent leader in independent 
education in BC and Canada. Old 

John Garvey and Bill Ross 1983

2019 Summer Reunion Weekend with 
Petra Juzwishin-Warnock OB '99 2009 - Class of 1969 40th reunion

Closing Ceremonies June 1997
3 Heads of School: Bud Patel ('12-present), Andrea Pennells ('00-'12) and Bill Ross ('76-00')

"Not much to say except thank you 
to a man who changed the path and 
outcomes of my life. I would never be 

the man I am today without the life 
changing opportunities afforded to 

me by Mr Ross." 

Timothy Starr - OB ‘93

Brentonian, Wade Davis (Head Prefect, 
’71) has an enduring respect for Bill 
and provides the following historical 
perspective:

“Two fundamental changes may well 
have saved Brentwood, or at least set it 
on the path to becoming the wonderful 
place it is today: the decision made 
by the governors to admit girls and, 
equally important, to appoint Bill Ross 
as the Headmaster. The selection of 
this man, a son of Prince George, was 
a statement that Brentwood would 
be a Canadian school, not an attempt 
to recreate in British Columbia the 
boarding school of Britain”.

Leveraging the early foundational work 
of Headmaster David D. Mackenzie 
and the pioneering staff, Bill started to 
shape Brentwood into the school we 
know today. He had to make several 
transformational decisions that would 
impact and influence the school, 
separate but interconnected pieces to 
the complex puzzle. His willingness to 
listen to his colleagues and often adjust 

his own thinking was a great strength 
of his headship. Maintaining the core 
values that had been established 
from 1923-1947 and then from 1961-
1976, while also finding the formula 
to differentiate Brentwood from other 
boarding schools in BC and Canada 
became his mission. In every aspect of 
the school, Bill's priorities emerged as 
Brentwood's core strengths.

Boarding Foundation 
Brentwood is first and foremost, a 
boarding school. Bill made this part of 
the school a top priority as it required 
the greatest emotional investment and 
effort on behalf of the students. House 
Parenting is not an easy undertaking. 
The importance of providing an 
environment that nurtures and develops 
the emotional needs of students cannot 
be overstated. Bill often said that if 
the Houses are operating well, the 
School will follow. Bill acknowledged 
in a recent conversation that the 
emerging success of the School during 
his headship, was on the shoulders of 
Brentwood’s residential team, and I 

believe that is still true today.

Fiscal Restructuring
Right from the start of his tenure as 
the Head, Bill had to strengthen the 
school’s financial foundation. Nick 
Prowse (renowned history teacher 
and 1st XV coach) noted, “With the 
full support of long-time bursar, Len 
Crookston, effective cost controls 
and program improvements were 
quickly implemented. As a result, by 
the early 1980s yearly enrollment 
had strengthened and the future was 
looking much more promising”.

The Tripartite Program
One way that Bill believed he could 
address Brentwood’s bottom line was 
through the tripartite program. With 
considerable input from pioneer staff 
Jim Burrows (Director of Studies) and 
Gil Bunch (Assistant Headmaster and 
an iconic teacher of English Literature 
and acting), Bill formalized Brentwood’s 
daily routines by intentionally creating a 
timetable that would fully accommodate 
arts and sports. These value-added, 

 Marian and Bill Ross 2000

Staff member, Bill Ross 1970s

Closing Ceremonies 2004: Kip 
(C.C.) Woodward, Chair of the 

Board presenting Bill Ross  with the 
Hugh Stephen award recognizing 

extraordinary service to Brentwood 



WWW.BRENTWOOD.CA  |  45  44  |  THE BRENTONIAN 2021

culturally diverse educational experiences 
were quickly embraced by students and 
staff alike, and a direct consequence 
was increased interest and enrollment. 
Establishing the tripartite system cannot 
be underestimated and I believe it is the 
most consequential decision Bill made as 
Headmaster, for it has profoundly influenced 
the Brentwood experience.

Student Leadership
There were needs outside of the timetabled 
programs that could inspire and engage the 
students, especially on the weekends. Bill 
supported establishing the Student Activities 
Committee (SAC), led initially by Nick Prowse, 
the precursor to several additional programs 
over the years that have defined campus 
life. This model has evolved into student 
led and staff sponsored social, service and 
recreational opportunities over the decades.

Campus Development
Bill understood that Brentwood’s crumbling 
physical plant was in dire need of significant 
upgrades. With strong support from the 
Board, he embarked on an aggressive 
building program during his tenure as 
Headmaster: the C. N. Woodward and Old 
Brentonian Sportsplex, Mackenzie House, the 
Ross Academic Centre (named in recognition 
on his retirement), and a new Rogers House, 
were completed. Then, as President of 
the Brentwood Foundation, he continued 
working with Andrea Pennells, who 
succeeded him as Head of School, to bring 
the T. Gil Bunch Centre for Performing Arts 
to fruition. In tandem with rebuilding, in the 
early 80’s and continuing for the remaining 
20 years of his Headship, Bill had the vision 
to acquire ten separate parcels of land, 
increasing the original 16 acre main campus 
to the 40 acres it is today.

Character and Kindness
A more private aspect of Bill’s leadership 
was his unwavering commitment to 
diversifying Brentwood and keeping the 
school accessible to a broad range of worthy 
students. In the early 80’s, as Brentwood 
became more financially stable, Bill and the 
governors established a bursary program. 
More recently, he wrote:
“Brentwood, without a program that enables 
families requiring assistance to have access 
to the School, ignores its obligations. Over 
the years we’ve worked with many fine 

families, men and women who found value 
in Brentwood’s purpose. I have huge respect 
for them all”.

Over the past two years, Bill had several 
visits with John Watson, the most recent of 
which were in the months before Christmas, 
prior to Covid restrictions. The father of three 
1990’s graduates, John writes:

“The world became a better place when Bill 
discovered his mission in life. His kindness 
and innate concern for others were truly 
extraordinary. From my early days, I have 
always wanted to leave a meaningful legacy. 
Establishing a bursary fund to give students 
requiring financial assistance a head start, 
resonates well with my core beliefs, given 
that circumstances deprived me of a high 
school education. I have experienced 
first-hand the fundamental importance of 
education in achieving a healthy lifestyle, 
intellectual development and professional 
goals. The fact that Bill Ross initiated this 
program makes it really special for me to be 
directly involved and ensure its existence in 
perpetuity”.

Personally, watching Bill in action at 
Brentwood was inspiring. He knew every 
student - their names, their courses, the arts 
they pursued, which sports they played, 
where they were from and how they were 
articulating. Indeed, he seemed to know 
their parents, too! He worked exceptionally 
hard, and synergistically, so too did his staff. 
In doing so, he would never denigrate a 
student. He despised any form of bullying. He 
embodied humility, both personally and when 
representing Brentwood, allowing actions, 
not words, to reflect Brentwood’s values.

His enthusiasm was infectious and palpable. 
I vividly recall a bright fall day coaching the 
Grade 8 rugby team with John Garvey. This 
group, affectionately known as “The Mice”, 
were having a tough day against one of our 
rival schools.
Down by a couple of trys, Bill appeared 
on the sideline and in a manner that only 
he could, started cheering, encouraging, 
and willing the boys to give their maximum 
effort. And they did. Inspired by Bill, who was 
dressed in a suit and tie and galloping
up and down the sidelines like a man 
possessed, the boys responded and ended 
up with a memorable win. Bill was delighted 

"I always found it remarkable about 
Mr. Ross how he took the time to 
write long handwritten letters to 
my parents, sharing updates on 
exciting things my brother and I 

were involved with during our time 
at Brentwood. It amazed me just 
how much he knew! I have saved 

many of these letters and enjoy re-
reading them from time to time." 

Sara Blair - OB ‘90

2009 Speaking at Kitty Johnsen's retirement 
tea on the lawn of the Head's residence.

2018 Bill Ross interview in Vancouver, BC

2007 Andrea Pennells and Bill Ross at the 
alumni golf tournament in Vancouver, BC

"Bill Ross had a beautiful manner for a teacher. He 
had charisma without dominating and he got the 

best out of students and young people by being both 
approachable and respected. He taught me math at 

Brentwood and later when he became Head of School 
he received me and my family members on visits to 

the school. He was always warm and welcoming and 
offered me great guidance in bringing up my own son. 
He remains a strong force in my memory, quite unlike 
many other people I was close to. A remarkable man 

who did so much for so many, and so much for the 
school. May his memory and his legacy live on". 

Grant Weaver - OB ‘65

"Bill Ross was an inspirational teacher and played a significant role in my career 
trajectory. He cultivated in me a love of Mathematics, so that by the time I graduated 

from Brentwood I had a superb grounding in the topic and I had been introduced 
to some of the fundamentals of calculus – I was in an excellent position for 

university. Bill always encouraged me to go into engineering stressing the benefits 
of engineering in solving global issues and having an impact. Although I started 
university in Mathematics, I did eventually heed Bill’s advice and transferred into 

Engineering. More recently, I had the pleasure to reconnect with Bill in Vancouver at 
the occasional lunch which included other Brentonians: Bill Holmes, Peter Scarrow 

and John Tompkins. These were wonderful gatherings with lots of reminiscing around 
Brentwood, and discussion of current global topics. There will now be a large void at 

the table with Bill gone – he will be missed by so many." 

David P. Wilkinson - OB ’71
Bill Ross, 1980

2004 Closing Ceremonies, Bill Ross OBA gathering May 2006 - Bill Ross and David W. Mackenzie '69 William (Bill) Ross, 1974

2004 Faculty photo: Bruce Tate, John Allpress, Bill Ross, Steve Cowie, John Garvey, 
Jane Jackson, Bob Cooper, Brian Carr, Norah Arthurs, Andrea Pennells, Dave 

McCarthy, Howard Martin, Steve Wynne, Gerry Pennells & Nick Prowse.
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and rushed onto the field post-match 
and chatted with every player. One 
wide-eyed boy said to his mate, “That’s 
Mr. Ross! I never thought I would see 
him at one of our games! We are just 
the grommets! That was awesome!” The 
pride he instilled in them that day was 
so typical of Bill. After his retirement, 
he took charge of the Brentwood 
Foundation. He also made dozens of 
trips back to the campus for reunions, 
memorial services, building openings, 
to visit colleagues and connect with 
friends. He was always a presence 
at any significant gathering of Old 
Brentonians and was a master at 
engaging with alumni.

Andrea Pennells captured Bill’s 
character superbly in an address on his 
retirement:
“I would like to tell you why Bill Ross 
is a legendary figure in the history of 
Independent Schools in Canada. Bill is 
a man of vision - witness our stunning 
campus and our unique tripartite 
curriculum, both without parallel in this 
country. Bill is a man of integrity - I have 
watched him struggle for days with 
painful decisions to arrive at a solution 
which is just and true and in the best 
interests of the school community 
and the individuals within it. Bill is a 
man of substance - by this, I mean his 
leadership is much less about style 
and much more about the myriad of 
details - people, programmes, finances, 
buildings, philosophy, values - in which 
every decision is rooted. Bill knows his 
stuff, yet never hesitates to ask when 
others know more. And Bill is a man of 
love - watch him comfort a homesick 
child or a distressed parent, a colleague 
in hospital or a grieving staff member. 
Watch him coach a student struggling 
with fractions or factors. Watch him 
reminisce with an Old Brentonian or 
joke with an admissions candidate to 
put each one at ease. Watch him hold 
a baby and imagine the child and the 
adolescent and the adult within. All of 
us who have been intimately connected 
with Brentwood College have been truly 
privileged to have known Bill Ross as 
our Headmaster”.

In my many conversations with Bill over 
the last few months, it became clear 
that his family was his greatest love. 
He said that he would not have been 
able to get so much accomplished at 
Brentwood without the support and 
encouragement of his wife Marian, who 
steadfastly supported his vision and the 
efforts it required. Bill was incredibly 
proud of his son, David (Ellis '81) and 
daughter, Valsamyn (Alexandra '84). 
That joy expanded in his retirement, as 
he spent time with his grandchildren, 
Valsy Bergeron, (Alexandra '13), William 
Bergeron, Davey and Christopher 
Ross and daughter-in-law, Teresa Ross. 
Revered, admired and deeply respected 
by the Brentwood family, Bill was above 
all, kind. Following his diagnosis, he was 
inspired and deeply grateful for letters, 
emails, phone calls, Zoom meetings and 
personal visits with Brentonians, parents 
and colleagues. It was meaningful to 
him in ways that are difficult to convey 
in words.

In our last conversation, Bill expressed 
his pride in the school Brentwood has 
become, and that the world needs more 
Brentonians. I agreed and added that 
the world also needs more people like 
Bill Ross, a man so singularly willing 
and able to make the lives of people 
he knew richer and fuller. After a brief 
pause, he said, “Thanks, Mare”.

Thank you, Bill.
De Manu in Manum.

Marius Felix
Student, 1974-77 (Privett House)
Parent to Ben (Whittall '08) and Tess 
(Mackenzie '10)
Staff, 1983-85, 2001-2019

With gratitude and appreciation to: John 
Allpress, Andrea Pennells, John Garvey, 
Edna Widenmaier, Tony Carr, Wade 
Davis, John Watson, Alun Rees, Marian 
Ross, David Ross, Valsamym Ross-
Bergeron. Your perspectives and stories 
helped to capture Bill’s character. And 
of course, Bill, for your conversations 
and friendship, lately and for a lifetime.

In the summer of 1964, when I finally 
received the results of my Grade 12 
Provincial exams, I was working at 
a forestry camp on the outskirts of 
Banff, Alberta. With trembling fingers, 
I opened the exam results and to my 
astonishment, I had passed all exams, 
including the dreaded Grade 12 Math. 
At that moment, I offered a silent 
prayer to Bill Ross.

While at Brentwood College, Bill Ross 
had recognized that I was struggling 
with the Math curriculum, and was 
unable to comprehend much of 
what was being taught. Concerned 
that I would not matriculate without 
succeeding in Grade 12 Math, Bill 
took me aside and offered to provide 
individual tutoring. Despite my 
aversion to all things mathematical, 
Bill persevered over several months 
until I became familiar with the 
patterns and conjugations of 
mathematics. I will always be grateful 
for Bill's dedication.  

 In my mind, Bill Ross was a "giant" 
of an individual, whose kindness and 
generosity to others combined with 
his dedication to Brentwood College, 
was exemplary.

Hamish J. Thoms - OB ‘64

Opening Ceremonies, T. Gil Bunch Centre 
for Performing Arts, September 2003

"I was deeply saddened to hear of Bill's 
illness and now of his passing. When I 
arrived at Brentwood at the age of 16, 
my parents worked in the Middle East, 
and I was on my own in a new school. 
Mr. Ross was the man I wanted to be. 

He was unflappable, authoritative, 
solid, and passionate in his role as 
headmaster. Yet, despite his tough 

exterior and commanding presence, 
Bill was empathetic, tenderhearted, 

and kind. He inspired me to be a better 
man, a loving father, and a mentor to 

others...We will miss him — my sincere 
condolences to the Ross family on the 

passing of a legend."

Richard Attisha - OB ‘81

"I have many fond memories of being 
associated with Bill and BCS...I was 
always touched by his generosity, 
his positive outlook, his caring of 

the students, staff and parents, his 
willingness to listen and to come up with 

solutions that worked for the greater 
good as well as his inclusiveness of 

local and international students and of 
course, his sense of humor and warm 
smile! I feel very lucky to have known 

him and to have been involved in a 
small way with a School that gave so 
many students the best chance ever! 

And I think of the great support Marian 
and their family gave him so that he 

could be the leader he was!"

Lynn Eyton - Former Board Chair, 
Governor and parent

1978-79 School Prefects with Bill Ross including Governors 
Tammie Toriglia (nee Morrison) and Blair Horn

2012: Honouring Emeritus faculty for 25 years of service: back row Robert Cooper, 
John Queen, Tony Carr, Nick Prowse; front row Jim Burrows, Steve Wynne, 

Howard Martin, Victor Lironi, Bill Ross

2001: Former Headmaster David D. Mackenzie (61'-'76), Ivor Ford, English Teacher and 
Coach ('63-'94) and Bill Ross, Teacher, Headmaster and Advancement Director (62'-'03)



It is difficult to summarize what an extraordinary and unusual year it’s been for 
the School and for our alumni affairs, given that almost nothing took place as it 
“normally” does. As all of you know, in-person events, reunions, tournaments, 
musicals, careers days (the list goes on) were either put on hold indefinitely or 
drastically altered to comply with the seemingly endless list of protocols and 
restrictions which we all faced. 

So instead of focusing on what we couldn’t do, we focused on what we could 
do, while seizing opportunities to innovate. We launched a new Brentonian 
Masterclass Series of virtual events which were fun, educational, and hands-on, 
despite the fact that our hosts and guests weren’t in the same room together. 
Through these events we engaged with alumni, parents, friends, and family in 
many corners of the world that have never before been able to attend any of our 
in-person events. A similar theme unfolded with our annual Careers Day. Rather 
than take a pass on this event, we saw an opportunity to bring in an even greater 
diversity of speakers. Thanks to the wonders of Zoom, alumni - who would 
otherwise be unable to make the trip to campus in person - created and delivered 
compelling career presentations from as far away as Dubai, Hong Kong, and 
New York. This resulted in a spike in numbers of alumni-to-student mentorships 
that blossomed on our Brentonian Connect platform, which continues to see 
incredible growth in both new and returning users to the site. None of this would 
have been possible without the support of our alumni who were willing to try 
new things and take risks with us. I’d like to give a special thank you to our many 
virtual career speakers and to our inspiring masterclass hosts - Rachel, Giada, 
Buddy, Renée, and Louise - for showing up and bringing your best to the small 
screen, as strange and uncomfortable as it might have felt. The results far-
exceeded our expectations!

On a personal note, I’m excited to share that I transitioned into a new role on July 
1st, 2021. While my title changed to Associate Director of Advancement - Alumni, 
and new responsibilities have come my way, I  continue to oversee the alumni 
programming and initiatives that we’ve worked hard to build on over the last 
several years. I look forward to seeing many of you in person (for real this time!) in 
the coming year, to share stories, laughs, and hopefully some long-awaited hugs!

De Manu in Manum.

Amy Weinberg, Gwynneth ‘05
Associate Director of Advancement – Alumni Relations

/brentwoodalumni

 /OldBrentonians

Brentwood College 
School Group

ALUMNI UPDATE
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ALUMNI 
EVENTS
Thanks for Supporting our Brentonian Masterclass Series!

The COVID-19 pandemic was no match for our global Brentwood 
community, who turned out in droves to attend our six virtual Masterclass 
events this year. Thank you to our wonderful alumni hosts - Rachel 
Kerswell ‘01 (Brooklyn, NY), Giada Del Drago ‘95 (London, UK), Buddy 
Wolfe ‘95 (Duncan, BC), Renée Chan ‘02 (Vancouver, BC), and Louise 
Pickles ‘98 (Duncan, BC) - and to the many alumni, parents, staff, friends, 
and family who joined us on Zoom for these engaging, hands-on events.

Did you know? Video-recordings of all six 
masterclasses are available exclusively in the 
“Resources” section of Brentonian Connect, along 
with supplementary class materials.

Join today at www.brentonianconnect.com 

1. Buddy delivered his class from the Vancouver Island University kitchen where he 
is a culinary instructor

2. Garey Gan ‘15 and Sophia Wu, Marina Del Ray, CA
3. Elspeth Cooper (Gilmour) ‘82 with husband Darren Cooper - Vancouver, BC
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ALUMNI EVENTS  MASTERCLASSES

WINES OF BURGUNDY WITH RACHEL KERSWELL
November 4, 2020
1. Presenting from Brooklyn, NY, Rachel’s first wine tasting event 

focused on wines from the Burgundy region of France

MINDFULNESS & MEDITATION WITH 
GIADA DEL DRAGO - November 29, 2020
2. Presenting from London, UK, Giada led our guests through several 

meditation, breathing, and mindfulness techniques

A NIGHT IN ITALY WITH CHEF BUDDY WOLFE  January 25, 2021

3. Cody Cuthill ‘81 - Chestermere, AB
4. Erika Schade ‘04 with partner Kevin Locke - Vancouver, BC
5. Erinn Ramsay ‘91 with daughter Brooke - Vancouver, BC
6. Janine Wilton (Crowley) ‘93 - Edmonton, AB
7. John Armstrong ‘83 - Penticton, BC
8. Karen Gauvin (parent of Dylan ‘22) - Shawnigan Lake, BC
9. Buddy demonstrated how to make Chicken Piccata with Gnudi and 

Sautéed Kale

QUARANTINE DIM SUM FOR CHINESE NEW YEAR 
WITH RENÉE CHAN - February 23, 2021
10. Culinary Dietitian Renée Chan, Mack ‘02 
11. Presenting from her True NOSH Co. kitchen in Vancouver, BC, 

Renée showed guests how to make two kinds of Dim Sum 
dumplings

12. Erika De Asis Chan ‘19 with little sister Amaia - Vancouver, BC
13. Donna Gee (parent of Thomas ‘23) - Victoria, BC
14. Elizabeth Hall-Findlay (parent of Elise ‘05) - Banff, AB
15. Shannon McBride ‘14 with her fiancé - Edmonton, AB

16. Courtney and Mikayla, daughters of Thea Stuart (Burrows) ‘93, 
granddaughters of Jim Burrows (emeritus faculty) - Alpharetta, GA

17. Beverly Suderman (grandparent of Feury ‘21 and Fiona ‘19) - 
Duncan, BC

18. Hailey Toriglia ‘12 - Vancouver, BC
19. Hille Zwaan (grandparent of Jacob ‘21) - Mill Bay, BC
20. Manager of Alumni Relations, Amy Weinberg ‘05 - Foote Athletic 

Centre Field House, Brentwood campus
21. Student Impact Fund Manager, Tracy Arden
22. Jeffrey Leclair (staff member and parent of Abigail '22)
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UP YOUR BOARD GAME! CHARCUTERIE CLASS WITH LOUISE 
PICKLES - March 25, 2021 

23. Jessica Rozitis (Purdy) ‘88 created this charcuterie board from her 
Vancouver home while watching Louise’s masterclass

24. Brad Wintrup ‘83 and wife Nathalie - St. Orleans, ON
25. The whole Johnston family joined in on the fun from their 

Brentwood campus home
26. Tammie Toriglia ‘79 (Governor and parent of two alumni) - 

Parksville, BC

SUMMER SIPPERS WINE TASTING WITH 
RACHEL KERSWELL - June 3, 2021

27. Sommelier Rachel Kerswell ‘01 returned for a second wine tasting 
event that focused on Rosé, Chilled Red, and Orange Wines 

28. Former Brentwood teacher and houseparent turned wine educator, 
Shrawan Khanna, joined as special guest panelist

29. Brentwood staffers Lily Stewart (parent of Hallie ‘20), Jacquie 
Albinati and Rachel Davis - Mill Bay, BC

ALUMNI EVENTS MASTERCLASSES
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30. Associate Director of Admissions and Brentwood parent Crystal 
Harvey ‘93 with friend Nicole Boucher and Megan Stone ‘97 - Maple 
Bay, BC

31. David & Shirley Parks (parents of Conor ‘23) - Mill Valley, CA
32. Derwin Cady & Lisa Moy (parents of Chloe ‘21) - Vancouver, BC
33. Emma Carr ‘16, Sophie Carr ‘12 and Hailey Toriglia ‘12 kept it cool 

during the wine tasting - Vancouver, BC

34. Lisa-Marie Vowk (parent of Katelyn ‘18) with friend and incoming 
parent Hillery Blower - Whitehorse, YT

35. Paula Booth (parent of Ned ‘23) - Calgary, AB
36. Val Hemminger (parent of Davey ‘22) and Kanne Arbour-Boheme 

(parent of Ciel ‘15 and Beau ‘23) - Victoria, BC
37. Ariana Vito ‘07 with Mom Leila Valentino - Venice, CA
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CLASS NOTES
1. After graduating with a BCom in 2016, working in the technology 

sector for three years, Cameron York ‘11 switched gears to go back 
to university to pursue a career that "better suited my personality: 
Nursing. I became a Registered Nurse amidst the start of the 
pandemic in April 2020. Since then, I’ve been providing direct 
patient care at Lions Gate Hospital with the Palliative Care and 
Hospice team."

2. During the pandemic, Ludovica Scapagnini ‘18 “cooked pizza (a lot), 
had lots of tea parties with her family, read many books, enjoyed 
the view from the window, organized picnics in the garden, and 
tried to be healthier”

3. Each October, Lance Appleby ‘76 volunteers to rescue fish! In 
Southern Alberta, irrigation canals are lowered in preparation for 
the winter. Many fish become trapped and will not survive the 
winter. TUC (Trout Unlimited Canada) and Alberta Environment 
team up with volunteers like Lance to rescue some of the fish from 
these canals and return them to their source river system

4. Peter Pirquet ‘73 kept busy during the pandemic by playing music 
on the back porch of his Edmonton home throughout the winter, 
next to a much-needed space heater!

5. Bruce Charkow ‘65 writes “what kept us busy during the pandemic 
year was the drive across Canada in April and my return to 
Vancouver after some 52 years living in Eastern Canada! The drive 
was very interesting but because of restaurant closures, we must 
have visited just about every McDonald’s and Tim Horton’s along 
the way. Here is a picture of me visiting a very snowy Lake Louise 
on April 25, 2020”

6. Ron Tainton ‘48 writes “during the pandemic, this is how I meet 
with my wife Olga who has severe dementia. We are both in our 
90th year and unfortunately she has no recollection of who I am 
but does smile when she sees me. I do all the talking by telling her 
what has happened to our family during the past week”

7. Allard House alums (Tegwyn Curtis ‘17, Aatya Uppal ‘20, Sarah 
LaBonte ‘18 and Ava Nilsson ‘18) met up for Brunch in Montreal, 
March 2020;  Tegwyn writes “this was taken exactly one week 
before the world started shutting down...It’s one of the good 
memories from the ‘before’ that we’re holding on to”

8. Andrea Menard ‘91 is the new Indigenous Initiatives Liaison for 
the Law Society of Alberta. Following a similar move in BC, the 
Law Society of Alberta has chosen to mandate Indigenous cultural 
competency training for all lawyers in the province. In her role, 
Andrea directly facilitates cultural competency development for 
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lawyers and students and analyzes and responds to access-to-
justice barriers experienced by Indigenous peoples in Alberta.

9. Congratulations to Mckenna Haz ‘16, now a Quinnipac University 
graduate student (MBA ‘22) who was recently named Student 
Entrepreneur of the Year at the 2020 Connecticut Entrepreneur of 
the Year Awards in recognition of the success of her green apparel 
business, SEEAV Athletics, which she founded in 2019 at the age 
of 21.

10. Brad Pocock ‘10 (pictured with guest Maddison) returned to 
Brentwood for a campus visit and tour in October of 2020, all the 
way from Calgary. Great to see you Brad!

11. Congratulations to Dr. David P. Wilkinson ‘71 on his appointment 
to the Order of Canada in November 2020. David is a Professor 
in UBC’s Department of Chemical and Biological Engineering and 
Canadian Research Chair in Clean Energy and Electrochemical 
Technologies (Tier 1). An Old Brentonian Lifetime Achievement 
Award Winner, his appointment to the Order is in recognition of 
his contributions to electrochemical science and engineering, 
particularly the ongoing development of fuel cell technology.

12. Since graduating from Brentwood in 1980, Bill Butt has had many 
adventures, including working for his family’s real estate business, 
starting a family of his own, and nurturing a passion for film and TV 

acting; Bill is pictured here as a featured background performer on 
the set of Skyscraper (2018) with Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson

13. For many years now, Dean Sawyer ‘69 has sponsored children in 
the region of Zihuatanejo, Mexico to help them stay in school and 
finish their education. He makes regular trips to deliver supplies 
to families in the community, including hand-made dresses from 
the sewers at Sawyer Sewing Centre in Victoria, BC, which Dean’s 
family has run for three generations. 

14. Thank you to Jessica Hall ‘06 and partner Saxton Monteith for 
Zooming into the Meta 9 Class in April to help them think about 
ways to approach their sustainable design challenge for the 
Spring Term. Jessica works for the internationally-renowned 
architecture firm WilkinsonEyre (UK) and is currently working on 
the redevelopment and refurbishment of London’s iconic Battersea 
Power Station. Saxton works for SSE, the UK’s largest renewable 
developer and integrated energy company.

15. Jim Leverett attended Brentwood from 1944-46 (Class of 1948) 
before receiving a bachelor’s degree from Washington State 
University. After serving as a commissioned officer in the US Army, 
including a year in Korea, Jim embarked on a career in banking 
which spanned 42 years. He is now retired and living in Yakima, WA
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1. Chris Martini ‘92 and wife Liz welcomed 
their first baby, Aidan Richards Martini, on 
October 11, 2020 in Brooklyn, NY

2. Dan Hincks ’04, wife Nikki, brother 
Hunter (age 5), and sister Finley (age 2), 
welcomed baby sister Blair Helen Hincks 
on December 8, 2020 in North Vancouver

3. Donald Wheaton ‘09 and wife Angela 
welcomed their first child, Eleanor Cotton 
Wheaton on August 10, 2020 in Edmonton, 
AB

4. Karel Kosman ‘83 and wife Melasel 
welcomed baby boy Kaja on February 21, 
2020 in Ecuador

5. Katherine Higginson ‘05 married Sukh 
Butter on September 5, 2020 at Hart House 
in Burnaby, BC

6. Christine Pierce ‘05 married Derek 
Abdekalimi on October 18, 2020, in Red 
Rock Canyon, just outside Las Vegas, NV. 
The pandemic changed their original plans 
and made it impossible for Canadian family 
and friends to attend. They were ecstatic 
to tie the knot anyways, and hope to 
celebrate Up North when it’s safe to do so. 

7. Meghan Grant ‘12 married Eli Nemtin, June 
20, 2020 on Galiano Island, BC

8. In a small, socially-distanced ceremony, 
Tonia Medina ‘05 married Adam Knowles 
on September 13, 2020 in Canmore, AB. 
The couple are pictured here with sister 
Tara Medina ‘01, Mom Becky Medina and 
Dad Tony Medina, BCS faculty from 1996-
2012.

9. After postponing their original wedding 
in Mexico City, Sean Foote ‘05 married 
Fernanda Musi de la Viña on August 31, 
2020, at Bodega Ridge on Galiano Island. 
The silver lining is that they now have 
two anniversaries to celebrate – their no-
wedding date and their wedding date!

10. Tessa McGirr (Felix) ‘09 welcomed her 
first baby, Rowan Paul Marius McGirr on 
January 21, 2021 in Ottawa, ON

11. Jennalee Desjardins ‘05 and husband 
Fraser White welcomed first child Zoe 

White on August 5, 2019 in Toronto, ON
12. Karlien Le Roux ‘14 married Joshua 

Matvieshen during a 10 person ceremony 
at Nita Lake Lodge in Whistler, BC on 
January 9, 2021

13. Rachel Kerswell ‘01 and husband Michael 
Kosta welcomed their first child, Simona 
May Kosta, on February 23, 2020 in 
Brooklyn, NY

14. James Larsen ‘99, wife Nina, and big 
brother AJ welcomed baby Nicholas 
William Larsen on February 15, 2021 in 
Toronto, ON

15. Anne Huis In’t Veld ‘08 and partner Rik 
van den Hanenberg welcomed their “Little 
Mr. Sunshine”, Finn van den Hanenberg, 
on February 21st, 2021 in Eindhoven, The 
Netherlands

16. Julie Gillespie ‘05 tied the knot with Ryan 
Roberts “in the pouring rain” on March 4, 
2021 at Shawnigan Lake, BC

17. Ellen Kustcher ‘05 and husband David Kim 
welcomed their first child, Evelyn Ahyoung 
Helsell Kim on September 16, 2020 in 
Seattle, WA. “She’s more than worth all the 
sleepless nights!”

18. Jessica Lin ‘04 married Pierre-Adrien 
Vaillon on November 7th, 2020 in Cazères-
sur-Garonne in the south of France; no 
guests were physically in attendance but 
Old Brentonians Katie Lin ‘02, Matthew Lin 
‘09, Kelsey Wood ‘04, Michelle Symington 
(Furbacher) ‘03 attended via Zoom

19. Robin Wu ‘98 and wife Kelly Lee of Taipei, 
Taiwan welcomed two baby girls into their 
family; Blake (born December 12, 2019) 
and Brooke (born March 12, 2021). “I now 
officially live in a girls’ dorm; my dream 
from the Brentwood era has finally come 
true after 27 years!” says Robin

20. Princess Giada del Drago (Dobrzensky) ‘95, 
husband Prince Marcantonio del Drago, 
and daughter Aurelia del Drago welcomed 
baby Maxentius del Drago, born in London, 
England on October 2nd, 2019. Photo 
credit: Abigail Birch

WEDDINGS & BIRTHS
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BRENDA BAROOTES
JUNE 12, 1960 - MARCH 22, 2021 
CLASS OF 1978 

Brenda was born in Regina, 
Saskatchewan and was 
the second youngest of 
five siblings. She attended 
Brentwood for Grades 11 
and 12 and was an avid 
athlete in swimming, soccer, 
basketball, track and field, 
and most notably as a 
member of the 1st XI field 
hockey team, traveling to 
the UK for the Tour of ‘78. 

Her younger brother Brent ‘79 also attended the School. 

Brenda was a little bit of everything to everyone. She was 
the cool aunt, the giving sister, the friendliest of friends and 
the doting daughter. She was known for her unrelenting 
dedication to the political community. She was smart, 
strong willed, generous and kind. She sat on the Board 
of Governors at the University of Regina, her alma mater. 
She gave freely of her time and expertise to charities and 
individuals in need. Brenda was an excellent cook and loved 
to host. She was also an accomplished equestrian, finding 

peace in long rides across the patchwork of the Canadian 
prairies and the countryside of England. Later in life, her 
oasis was Palm Springs, where she fell in love with the 
climate and the people.

In 1976, on the shores of Mill Bay, a lifelong friendship 
began between Brenda and Judith Harder ‘77 who both 
found themselves living in Hilton House on the Brentwood 
campus, under the guidance of House Mistress Mimi 
Wichlinksi. Sadly, both Judith and Brenda recently lost their 
young lives to cancer. Judith passed away on December 
17, 2018 after a brief and intense battle and Brenda passed 
away on March 22, 2021 after struggling with breast cancer.

Brenda is predeceased by her parents Betty and Efstathios 
(Staff), and twin Bobby. She is survived by her siblings and 
sisters-in-law; Barbara, Barrie and Trish, Bryan and Patty, 
and Brent and Coryna. She’ll be forever missed by her 
siblings, nieces and nephews, cousins, friends, colleagues, 
and her Brentwood classmates.

At the request of Brenda’s and Judith’s two families and 
several Brentwood friends, the Judith Harder/Brenda 
Barootes Memorial Endowment Bursary fund has been set 
up. For more information about this fund, please contact 
Tracy Arden in the Brentwood Advancement Office at  
tracy.arden@brentwood.bc.ca

GORDON ANDREW BILLSTEN
AUGUST 15, 1956 - JUNE 18, 2021
BRENTWOOD FACILITIES TEAM

Gord passed away suddenly 
on June 18, 2021. He was 
on his boat, on the ocean, 
doing what he loved to do. 
He was 64 years old.

Gord led an interesting 
life. He was talented, 
quick-witted, well read and 
curious about how things 
work, or rather, how things 
could work better. He was 
a loyal friend, who made 

connections with others that lasted a lifetime. He spent his 
early adult years in the Canadian Navy where he trained as 
a steam engineer. Gord spent the last 20+ years working at 
Brentwood where he was instrumental in creating an energy 
management system that significantly lowered the school’s 
carbon footprint. He loved his work and the opportunity to 

do things differently.

Tom Shadlock, Director of Operations at Brentwood, shares 
“Gord was always ahead of the curve, educating himself 
on programming computer-based energy management 
software, implementing cutting edge energy-saving 
technology, and was one of the toughest, hardest working 
people I have ever been lucky enough to work alongside. 
Gord’s annual goal was to save the equivalent of his wages 
in energy and he was proud to have done it year in, year out, 
since the day he started. His legacy will last forever on our 
campus”.

Cheryl Murtland, Deputy Head - Academics, remembered 
this particular encounter with Gord: “In my first year at 
Brentwood, I arranged for Gord to provide a ‘field trip’ for my 
Geography 12 class to explain the ocean-based heating and 
cooling system that we use. I remember the shocked look on 
the students’ faces as this seemingly gruff, overall-wearing, 
long nicotine-stained bearded man, impressed them with 
his knowledge and skills in making the buildings where they 
studied a comfortable temperature. They had no idea that 
Gord was so key to their lives!”

OBITUARIES

JEFFREY COX
SEPTEMBER 30, 1965 - MARCH 9, 2021 
CLASS OF 1983 

Jeff passed away from liver 
failure on March 9, 2021. He 
will be sadly missed by all 
who knew him. He was funny, 
charming, and charismatic. 
He was incredibly artistic, a 
fabulous chef, and he could 
light up any room that he 
walked into. If you ever met 
Jeff, you surely would never 
forget him. Jeff lived big, 

loved big, and made an impact.

Jeff loved his family. He leaves behind his mother, Diane, 
sister Andrea, and brother Bryan (Shannon). He cherished 

his nieces, Lauren and Allyson, and nephew, Hudson. He 
joins his beloved father, Doug, in the great beyond, where 
they are surely already sitting together on a sofa made of 
clouds, watching old movies and enjoying a good laugh.

Jeff was born in Toronto and moved west with his family to 
Edmonton in 1974. He attended Laurier Heights Elementary 
and then Brentwood College School in Mill Bay, B.C. It was 
here that he fell in love with the Pacific Ocean and the laid-
back West Coast lifestyle.

He returned to Edmonton for high school and attended 
Ross Sheppard High School, where he excelled at sports, in 
particular football, and was immensely popular. There was 
no doubt that Jeff Cox was the life of the party.

After high school, he moved to Calgary, where he spent the 
remainder of his years.

Travelling was important to Jeff. He enjoyed venturing to 
little known locales in Mexico, South and Central America 

MAXWELL BROCK
DECEMBER 9, 1970 - MARCH 4, 2018
CLASS OF 1988

Brock is survived by wife 
Anne Sucheera, parents 
Alan and Judy, sister 
Samara (Mark), aunt Joy, 
uncle Don and their families 
as well as a global network 
of friends. Max’s adventures 
began on a farm on the 
edge of where the wild 
things are, overlooking 
the blue bluffs of Vaseaux 
Lake in British Columbia’s 
Okanagan Valley. He later 

moved with family to the shores of Skaha Lake, where he 
returned every summer, sharing wit, wisdom, and wine with 
friends and family under the ponderosa pines at sunset. 

Max studied economics at the University of Victoria, and 
embarked on a successful career in business and finance. 
He received his MBA in 1998 from the Columbia Business 

School, and worked for several years in New York City 
as an investment banker with DLJ and Morgan Stanley. 
In 2003 Max left Wall Street, following the diagnosis of a 
motor neuron condition that slowed, but never stopped 
him. He traveled widely, touching down for extended 
stays in Bangkok, Palm Springs, New York, and Okanagan 
Falls, living mindfully and prioritizing rich experience 
and cherished friendships over accumulating material 
possessions or status. He continued work as a portfolio 
manager, following his passion for ideas, business, investing, 
politics, travel, food, wine, poker tournaments, trivia and 
above all family and friends. His keen wit and quirky and 
infectious sense of humour brought him many loyal friends. 

Max met Sucheera in 2003 and they were married ten years 
later in the summer of 2013. In Sucheera, Max found his 
soulmate; an effervescent and steadfast companion for each 
and every adventure. Always up for discussing deep ideas 
and engaging in energetic debate, welcoming, generous, 
and quick to smile and laugh, Max left an indelible mark and 
great memories for all the lives he touched near and far. 

Max’s famous last words from his 1988 yearbook: May your 
wishes always come true and may you stay forever young.

Gord was predeceased by his wife Patricia, and his parents 
Marg and Vince. He is survived by his wife Sally, his 3 sons 
Brian (Joanne), Michael, and Adam (Kara), as well as his 
sister Kathryn (Gregg) and three grandchildren, Branden, 
Bria, and Sage. The campus flag was lowered to half-mast in 
Gord’s honour. A celebration of life was held on Thursday, 

June 24th in the Field House of Brentwood’s Foote Athletic 
Centre and was attended by staff and faculty from all 
corners of the School. He will be greatly missed by his many 
friends, family, and co-workers.
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ANTHONY GHITTER
SEPTEMBER 3, 1964 - DECEMBER 29, 2020 
CLASS OF 1982 

Anthony was born, raised, 
and died in Calgary, Alberta, 
attended schools there, 
and then journeyed to 
Brentwood College School 
in Mill Bay, British Columbia, 
where he graduated from 
high school. Anthony had 
two years at Brentwood 
and in that time he found 
himself rowing with the 

John Queen-coached Lightweight men’s crew that won 
gold at the 1982 Canadian School Championships in St. 
Catharines, Ontario. Being a rugby player for the “fighting 
fifths” and a House Prefect in Whittall House added to his 
busy school life. A Whittall housemate noted that Anthony 
was trustworthy, enthusiastic and always had your back.  

Post Brentwood, his education continued at the University 
of Washington, Seattle, with a Finance and Economics major, 
and onto the University of Calgary where he graduated in 

1989 with a Bachelor of Arts – Communication Studies. 

Following his training, he entered the business world, in 
Corporate Development and Investment Banking, under 
Anthony Ghitter Consulting. He completed the Canadian 
Securities Course, and joined Wolverton Securities, Yorkton 
Securities, Global Securities, and Rogers and Partners 
Securities. 

He then furthered his interests by studying at Mount Royal 
College, and pursued a Petroleum Land Business and 
Administration Diploma in 2014 and entered the employ of 
Pennine Petroleum Corp. and Ellisboro Energy Ltd. 

His passions included: doing Kung Fu (attaining his Black 
Belt), playing tennis at the Glencoe Club (President of the 
Calgary Tennis Club – 2009), and cycling - in fact he was in 
the midst of planning a major cycling trip through Germany.

Anthony will be dearly missed by his mother Jacqueline 
Rich of Sechelt, British Columbia, his father Rainier (Marlies) 
Hiltermann of Germany, his step father Ron Ghitter of 
Calgary and step sister, Cori Ghitter.  Also, he will be deeply 
missed by his many friends and associates.

BLAINE KENNEDY
OCTOBER 9, 1952 - MAY 12, 2020
CLASS OF 1970

Blaine came to Brentwood 
from New Westminster 
for his grade 12 year. 
This would have been a 
tough year to crack into a 
boy’s boarding school but 
from recollections of his 
classmates, Blaine was a 
nice guy who everyone 
liked. He was a bright 
student who found a way to 
fit right into the Brentwood 
school community. 

He is survived by his wife Claire, stepson Troy, son Sam, and 
daughters Madi and Char. 

Blaine Kennedy was a loving father, husband, uncle, brother, 
son, and friend. He had an amazing positivity, infectious 
playful energy, and zest for life. He was always up for an 
adventure, whether it be the first person to start the dance 
floor, jump in the ocean, or rip down the ski hill. He loved to 
travel, and traveled through India, Pakistan and the Middle 
East as a young man. Perhaps more bravely, he continued 
to share this love for travel with his family, taking many trips 
abroad with his loving wife Claire, and their four young kids. 
Blaine worked in real estate in Vancouver for most of his 
career, with a three-year stint in Victoria where he and Claire 
collaborated to open a pasta and espresso bar called Olive 
Olios (which is still there today). He was happiest with family 
and friends, and effortlessly brought people together to 
laugh, eat, dance and enjoy themselves, with a carefree and 

and Asia where he could connect with the people and the 
local cuisine. Canada’s west coast was his happy place - the 
old growth trees, the sea, the beaches - all brought him 
solace.

Jeff was like MacGyver in the kitchen, he could whip up a 
gourmet meal with minimal ingredients, spinning grand tales 

while he cooked.

On his brightest days, Jeff listened without judgement and 
laughed without reservation; he truly saw people, their good 
and their struggles. He was empathetic and kind, because 
he too had his own struggles.

JAMES IAN MAXWELL-SMITH
JANUARY 16, 1929 - NOVEMBER 10, 2020
CLASS OF 1947

We announce the passing 
of Ian Maxwell-Smith on 
November 10, 2020. Ian was 
a loving husband to Patricia, 
his wife of 63 years, and a 
much-loved father to Trish 
(Marrion), Robyn (Littleford), 
Sue (Thornley), Michael OB 
1979, and Sarah OB 1983 
(Jegodtka). He found great 
joy in his nine grandchildren 
Kristina, Jessica, Thomas, 
Sam, Stephanie, Mie OB 

2009, Leigh, Nicole, and Cristian OB 2013 and in his two 
great grandchildren. Born in Powell River in 1939, Ian 
moved to West Vancouver with his family where he went 
to school until he attended the original Brentwood College 
in Brentwood Bay. There he developed his passion for 
boating which he pursued as a life-long member of the Royal 
Vancouver Yacht Club. Ian enjoyed an extremely successful 
career as an insurance adjuster proudly developing his own 
company Ian Maxwell-Smith Inc. He was an avid gardener 
and enjoyed travelling the world. Surrounded by his loving 

family and many friends, Ian had an extremely happy and 
fulfilling life. He will be remembered for his kind heart and 
generosity and he will be forever loved and missed.

Ian attended Brentwood from 1942 until his graduation in 
1947, the year the original school burned down. He was a 
fine athlete playing as a rugged wing forward on the First 
XV Rugby Team. In addition, he was on the First XI Cricket 
Team and garnered praise as a competent batsman and 
very efficient fielder. Both these teams he made while still in 
grade eleven.

His Brentwood connections continued throughout his 
life. He was in the wedding party of his schoolmate Don 
Lightheart OB 1944 when Don married Bev. Many years 
later, in 1994, Ian and twenty of his OB friends from the early 
school formed the Tontine Trust. At that time, every member 
contributed a similar sum to support a Brentwood bursary 
for a child of an Old Brentonian. This may have been the 
trigger for the creation of the Old Brentonians Trust which 
has grown considerably, in support of the same objective. 
At the same time, this group of “Old Fogies” as they called 
themselves, purchased a good bottle of Cognac with the 
proviso that the final two remaining members of the group 
meet to enjoy the drink and toast their old comrades. Note: 
the School is seeking the remaining members of this august 
group so that the cognac finds its rightful owner.

DEREK MODRY 
APRIL 25, 1971 - OCTOBER 21, 2020
CLASS OF 1989
Derek attended Brentwood for grades 8 and 9. He was admired and loved by his family and 
friends and will be profoundly missed by his sisters and their families.

Derek had a big heart and was passionate about everything that mattered to him. He was 
funny with an infectious laugh and always the life of the party. He loved the Beatles, playing 
guitar and singing at family get-togethers. He was a great story-teller and loved political 
debate. Derek was also a fine athlete doing the Vancouver Marathon and the Canadian 
Ironman. He was adventurous, living in Edmonton, Montreal, California, Vancouver and 
Halifax and travelling to Europe and Cuba. He was a chef who trained at a Michelin Star 
restaurant in France and enjoyed creating beautiful food and celebrating life.

non-judgemental spirit.

His diagnosis with Parkinson’s and Lewy body dementia 
came in his early 60’s and he faced this challenge with the 
same positivity as he did the rest of his life. He got involved 
in the Parkinson’s community, took on new hobbies like 
art, pickleball and boxing, and he and Claire moved from 
Vancouver to live full time at their second home on Denman 
Island for a slower pace of life. He found joy in sharing his 

work and, alongside his two daughters, he started Shrimp 
Studio; an apparel brand featuring Blaine’s artwork to bring 
awareness and raise money for Parkinson’s disease. He 
never stopped being the first to jump in the ocean, or start 
the dance floor, and living on Denman Island, he spent his 
days near the ocean and forest with Claire and his dog 
Hugo.
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ROBERT ST. GEORGE STEPHENS
JANUARY 17, 1924 - APRIL 9, 2019
CLASS OF 1941

Bob Stephens was born 
into a Naval family in early 
1924. His father was a native 
of Plymouth, England and 
joined the Royal Canadian 
Navy as an apprentice 
engineer during World War 
1. His career progressed 
between WW1 and WW2 
but history records that 
Bob’s father played a crucial 

role in WW2 during which Canada’s navy became the third 
largest in the world. By the end of the war, Bob’s father had 
become the RCN Chief Naval Engineer with the rank of Rear 
Admiral.

Bob attended Brentwood College School from 1937-41 
where he became an award winning student in Science and 
Mathematics. He was a House Prefect in Lower House, and a  
Lance-Corporal and First Aid instructor in the Cadet Corps. 
Bob gained his senior matriculation and passed qualifying 
tests to be accepted into the Royal Canadian Navy which he 
joined in mid 1941 as a Naval Cadet.

He served four years of WW2 with the Royal Navy qualifying 
for a degree in marine engineering and operationally 

participating in Arctic convoys to Russia. Post war, because 
of his high academic standing, Bob was selected for and 
obtained a postgraduate degree in engineering. Next 
was an operational tour in Korea as the Engineer Officer 
aboard HMCS Huron. Following promotion to Captain, 
Bob was selected to attend the one year course at the 
Imperial Defence College in London. Following a series 
of demanding appointments, Bob’s final challenge was 
as a Vice Admiral as Canada’s Military Representative to 
NATO HQ in Brussels. Bob retired from the services in 1978. 
Following an enjoyable period in the commercial world 
in Canada, Clo and Bob emigrated to the UK taking up 
residence at No 9 Church Street in Madingley.

On a personal level, during his Naval career the Admiral 
was a devoted husband and father to a daughter and three 
sons. Whilst committed to the Navy and his family, he found 
time to publish in 2011 a most remarkable book on the 
history of his family. His personal collection of poems was 
documented in 2002 under the title “Leaves in the Wind”.

Robert St George Stephens was a fascinating mixture – a 
warrior, a historian, a raconteur, and quite uniquely a poet.

CHRIS ROLFE 
JULY 18, 1962 - MARCH 23, 2021
CLASS OF 1980

Chris was a House Prefect 
in Privett House and a 
true tripartite member 
of the School. He was 
a strong academic who 
won numerous subject 
prizes during his five years 
at Brentwood. On arts 
afternoons he was fully 
engaged in creative writing 
as well as the new Drawing 
and Painting program. His 

creative writing skills came in handy on the Rugby Tour to 
France, where he was asked on a few occasions to speak at 
the after-match dinners and made up limericks for the long 
arduous bus trips along the French countryside.

Besides his leadership role as Captain of the 2nd XV, he 
was also Captain of the water polo team, a member of the 

competitive swim team and was the assistant teacher of the 
scuba club. 

Chris grew up on Vancouver’s North Shore and after 
graduating from Brentwood, was educated at Princeton 
University (BA Politics) and SFU (MFA Electroacoustic 
Music). He worked as a sound engineer and software 
developer specializing in sound design, audio analysis 
and synthesis, and multi-channel diffusion. As the founder 
of Third Monk Software Inc, his projects included speech 
programming for a best-selling video game, theatrical sound 
design software, real-time granular synthesis software, and 
numerous other software instruments, workshops, talks, 
concerts and sound installations utilizing his multi-channel 
diffusion software.

Chris had an exceptional, beautiful mind coupled with 
artistic talent and a unique sense of humour. He cherished 
every occasion for a philosophical discussion and loved 
playing his instruments. Most of all, however, Chris was 
deeply devoted to his family, near and far, by providing his 
unconditional love, care and joy which will remain with us in 
the morning, in the night, when we look at the stars, a song, 
a place, a smell.

DAVID LAURENCE STONE
JUNE 28, 1929 - APRIL 26, 2021
CLASS OF 1946

David attended the original 
Brentwood College where 
he excelled in tennis, rugby 
(he developed into a reliable 
fullback on the First XV as 
a strong tackler and kicker) 
and rowing, at a time when 
the equipment was in very 
poor repair and the rowers 
spent more time repairing 
equipment than rowing. 

David was the single sculls champion in his final year at 
Brentwood.

David was born in Mudis, India, on June 28, 1929. He was 

one of three sons born to his parents, Kathleen Dorothia 
(Casper) and Ernest Albert Stone. David and his younger 
brother, John, initially grew up on the Anaimudi Estate in 
India, then attended elementary boarding school in England, 
and later reunited with their mother and younger brother, 
Roger, in Victoria, BC. He met Jean in Saskatchewan, where 
he graduated from the Royal Canadian Mounted Police. 
They married on February 21, 1951, and then embarked on 
a 25-year career in the Canadian Armed Forces Provost 
Corps, with postings in Shiloh, Winnipeg, Germany, Calgary, 
Cyprus, Ottawa, Victoria, and Halifax. After retiring as a 
Major in 1996, they lived happily in their self-built home 
on Saltspring Island, BC, with their well-loved Labradors - 
gardening, walking, and sailing contentedly for many years. 
David is survived by his son and daughter-in-law, Brian 
and Jackie; granddaughter Lorelli and her husband Mike; 
grandson Andrew and his wife Lisa; six great-grandchildren; 
and his brothers, John and Roger.

GARY STATHAM
MARCH 9, 1952 - SEPTEMBER 3, 2019
CLASS OF 1970

Gary attended Brentwood 
for three years, was an 
Ellis House prefect and 
active member of the 
renewed school choir. He 
is remembered as a quiet, 
introspective and kind 
young man. 

Classmate Tony Marshall 
relates the following story: 
“When I was at UVic, Gary 
and I would get together for 

a beer and visit occasionally. Sometimes Brian Genge, who 
was also a BCS classmate, would join us. Gary was working 
at the time and not attending school there, but we kept in 
touch off and on. 

Gary drove a beautiful little British Racing Green Triumph 
sports car, a TR3 or a TR5, which he kindly let me borrow 
one time to take a young lady out for dinner to The Snug 
at the Oak Bay Beach Hotel. I must have had stars in my 

eyes or love on my mind because when I backed out of 
the parking spot after dinner, I bumped into a large oak 
tree and broke the left tail light on his car. I was devastated 
and unsure how to break the news to Gary. He was not too 
perturbed however and was very gracious about the whole 
incident. I remember his kindness in letting me pay him back 
the cost of the broken light over the time-span of a couple 
of months. I saw Gary a few more times that year but we lost 
track of each other after that.”

Gary leaves behind his wife Ruth, children Breanne 
Robinson (Gordon), Bradley Statham, grandson Oliver 
Robinson as well as many extended family members and 
friends.

Gary was a strong supporter of the Oceanside community 
and filled his time as an avid volunteer. Gary gave 
generously of his time to North Island Wildlife Recovery 
Centre, the SOS Parksville, Rathtrevor Nature House, Tourist 
Information and was a Sprout Lake Provincial Park camp 
host. In 2008, Gary was the proud recipient of the Parksville 
& District Chamber of Commerce Volunteer of the Year 
Award. In his early retirement, Gary travelled extensively 
with his family, sailed, and enjoyed the great outdoors.
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REVEREND LOU THORNTON
ANUARY 23, 1925 - MARCH 1, 2021
BRENTWOOD CHAPLAIN

Lou Thornton’s eyes 
would have twinkled with 
laughter at the notion that 
he had been hired straight 
out of Central Casting 
as the School Chaplain 
at Brentwood College. 
When I first met him in 
1982, Lou certainly looked 
and sounded the part: 
tall, silver haired, striking 
in his black cassock and 
white clerical collar, a 

ready smile, or kindly expression of sympathy, beneath his 
clipped moustache; and that rich, mellow Canadian voice, so 
evocative of the Saskatchewan prairie where he was born.

To me, Lou seemed like a timeless character from Who Has 
Seen the Wind, W.O. Mitchell’s quintessential Canadian 
novel on “the ultimate meaning of the cycle of life”, rather 
than the stereotyped padre on the eve of battle. Lou, 
himself, would have recognized the parallel.

Recalling a conversation with a student, Lou once wrote: 
“For a flash, I saw myself, in the too dim past, a boy easing 
into manhood, with all its fears and hopes and frightening 
doubts.”

On his 18th birthday, youngest child and only son of a 
pioneering family, Lou bravely cast such fears aside, 
enlisting in the Armed Forces, rising to the rank of Company 
Sergeant Major by 21.

After WW2, he returned to the prairies to marry Pat in 1947, 

establish a successful career in business, and raise their 
family of four. Retiring early from corporate life at 55, Lou felt 
called to pastoral work within the Anglican Church and was 
ordained into the Ministry in 1976.

In 1978, Lou and Pat moved to the home they built 
overlooking the ocean at Mill Bay, and became pillars of 
our community. Lou served as the parish Priest of St. John’s 
(Cobble Hill) and St. Andrew’s (Cowichan Station), Padre of 
the local Canadian Legion where he led the annual Poppy 
Fund campaign, volunteer at the CMS Food Bank - and 
Brentwood Chaplain. Lou’s and Pat’s tireless service to 
others was deservedly honoured by Rotary International.

A devoted husband and beloved patriarch in his extended 
family, Lou enjoyed watching his children, grandchildren, 
and our students, play hockey, soccer and rugby. He also 
enjoyed singing and listening to jazz - and duck hunting in 
the fall on the Saskatchewan prairie “where the wind was in 
the grass with a million timeless whisperings”.

Lou spoke of his own “wonder, in awe” and encouraged us 
all to “look back, pause, and give thanks to Almighty God; 
then, refreshed, walk on.” While he understood Brentwood’s

increasingly multi-faith, more broadly spiritual mission, with 
humility and heart, he remained true and unwavering to his.

Those of us who knew Lou will not forget how well he told 
a story, sometimes at length, but with lively humour or 
compassionate tears. And we will always remember how 
well Lou listened, without judgement, but with his fully  
tentive presence, that endearing twinkle, and the sound of 
love and laughter in his voice.

Thank you, Lou. Rest in peace, old friend.

Andrea Pennells
Faculty 1982-2012
Head of School 2000-2012

TEDx is an event where live speeches 
are delivered to help inform others about 
progressive ideas. These cutting-edge 
observations can be life-changing and we 
at Brentwood are fortunate enough to see 
these insights provided by our speakers 
each year.

With COVID, external speakers were not 
able to attend: so we modified the event. 
The event was shorter this year as, “We 
didn’t want everyone sitting in Zoom for two 
and a half hours” stated TEDx organizer, Mr. 
McPherson. With this initiative, two academic 
classes were able run while still offering the 
Brentwood community the opportunity to 
attend.

TEDx was astounding with three student 
speakers: Hannah P, Alex ‘21, Eamon R, 
Privett ‘22, and Chiara L, Mack ‘21 speaking 
about a wide variety of topics such as 
Running for the Wrong Reasons, Introverts 
and Extroverts, and Allyship and Activism. 
Two faculty also spoke. First was Ms. Davis 
expressing the importance of passion as 
modelled by her Zimbabwean Olympic 
dream, and next was Ms. Murtland speaking 
about Craving Normal. Speaker Eamon R, 

Privett ‘22 described it as “A very nerve-
wracking experience, but once I was up on 
the stage with the light shining on me I felt 
like I could say anything.”

This year's TEDx was the most unusual 
one. In former times, exceptional speakers 
such as leaders in their field, alumni, and 
numerous other captivating speakers have 
attended this remarkable event. Each 
year, this event brings the school together 
in different ways. Having more student 
speakers allows other perspectives to be 
heard while also being enlightened by our 
peers and teachers. Spectator, Maya V, 
Mackenzie ‘21 stated, “The first speech, on 
body image and issues, stood out to me. As 
a girl facing similar issues, I think it should 
be brought to light as it is so prevalent in 
the society we live in.” Mr. Ganley added 
“Discussion about the issues raised by 
Hannah filled both my Saturday morning 
classes. It was really encouraging to see that 
kind of passion and concern.”

Thanks to the speakers, Mr. McPherson and 
all of the behind-the-scenes volunteers who 
made this event a great success.

TEDX IS BACK!
EMILY P, MACKENZIE ‘22
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FINDING FLOW
BRENTONIANS TAKE TO THE SKIES

This year marks the fiftieth anniversary of the 
founding of the Canadian Forces Snowbirds. 
Officially known as 431 Air Demonstration 
Squadron, it is the military aerobatics or 
air show flight demonstration team of the 
Royal Canadian Air Force. The Snowbirds' 
official purpose is to "demonstrate the 
skill, professionalism, and teamwork of 
Canadian Forces personnel". Since the 
name Snowbirds was adopted in 1971, the 
team has been thrilling audiences with their 
aerobatics in their iconic red and white 
Canadair CT-114 Tutor jets. For generations, 
the Snowbirds have been an iconic symbol 
of Canada and the Canadian Forces across 
the country and the globe. 

The School has a strong relationship with the 
team and has been the fortunate recipient of 
several campus flyovers that delighted staff 
and students alike. We sat down with three 
alumni who have witnessed first-hand the 
dedication, skill, teamwork, and trust that 
working in the Snowbirds team demands. 
Old Brentonians Chris Van Vliet ‘81, Damon 
Brad Wintrup ‘83, and Mario Rusconi ‘97, 
graciously joined us for a conversation 
about life with the team, their Brentwood 
experiences, and the parallels between 
them. The following are excerpts from what 
was an engaging, insightful, and thoroughly 
enjoyable two-hour conversation.

I imagine that what the Japanese call “satori” is the feeling of 
flow that you experience when you disconnect and time no longer 
matters and you fly with your best friends in these evolutions in the 
sky—that feeling is incredibly intense. - Marco

Lieutenant-Colonel Damon 
Brad “Squid” Wintrup ‘83 

Commanding Officer - 
2015 to 2017

Captain Marco “Diego” 
Rusconi ‘97 

#4 & #7 Snowbird pilot - 
2008 to 2011

Captain Chris “V2” 
Van Vliet ‘81 

#4 Snowbird pilot - 
2001 to 2002

A CONVERSATION WITH IAN MCPHERSON
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THE BRENTWOOD EXPERIENCE
Marco: Brentwood was a phenomenal process for 
me. Being away from home and able to discover 
my teenaged sense of being and say, “Hey, is this 
something that I want to do with my life?” That and 
being exposed to all the amazing opportunities and 
skills that the school offered me. They rounded me 
out as a human being and I continue to use them. It’s 
amazing, when I think of my public speaking abilities, 
being on stage, theatre productions … all of that. 
They’re basic skills that I keep going back to, not just 
weekly, but daily, and so I’m incredibly fortunate.

I left home when I was 14 because I had these crazy 
dreams of joining the Canadian Air Force. I grew up in 
Italy, and I was in Grade 11 and Grade 12 at Brentwood. 
I was in Ellis House and graduated in 1997. I regret not 
being there longer, once I had the experience. I was 
so fortunate. I think it was three days after my Physics 
12 exam. I still remember—that is when I joined military 
basic officer training. 

Brad: I was at Brentwood from ‘79 to ‘83; grew up in 
Edmonton. I started in Grade 9 in Privett House. I was 
given an outstanding opportunity to be the House 
Captain of Privett House, and I always kind of … you 
know, the IKEA commercial with the lady, she's got a 
huge number of shopping bags and she calls ahead to 
her husband, “Start the car! Start the car!” Seriously. 

I thought I had no business being here because I'm 
not super smart. I just felt, wow, this place is... Even as 
a kid, I realized this place is a privilege. To have the 
opportunity to participate in any way that I could. The 
fact that you got to choose what you wanted to do. I 
had some interest in music and fine arts and sports, all 
three, and I got to do all of it. 

Before I arrived at Brentwood, growing up in the public 
school system, I learned how to settle for doing the 
minimum acceptable level at anything I did. There was 
no incentive to do anything really well. In fact, there 
was a disincentive because, if you stood out in any way, 
then people would either beat the crap out of you or it 
just never really worked out. I got used to that mentality. 
Then I get to Brentwood and it's not like that here. 
Everybody's trying hard because they want to try hard. 
I'm thinking this is cool. Making that observation as a 
kid I think was instrumental. That probably changed the 
course of my life. I would have ended up much different, 
and I never forgot that. 

You have to take advantage of it and try something 
and, if you like it, try it again. Maybe try a little harder. 
And it always works out. It works out 100 per cent 
of the time. It's amazing. I learned that. Even though 
your environment presents you with opportunities, 
there are also going to be challenges. People need to 
recognize that they have challenges and some of those 
challenges are going to get in the way but you still have 
to decide if you're going to take the opportunity and 
make something out of it. I think that is what I carried 
forward. I took that to university with me, where it was 
no longer OK just to meet the minimum acceptable. I 
actually tried hard. I was not afraid to get involved in 
stuff. I think about a month into my first year, I joined 
the Reserves and joined the Telegraph Founders as 
an infantryman, and became a bagpiper. By the time 

It was a big thing for us to realize, first of 
all, it's got nothing to do with us. We're 
just lucky enough to fill the suit for those 
few years that we get to do it. - Marco

I graduated, I was a full-time guy and 
I was recruited as a pilot. So it was 
a side story in that not many pilots 
drive boats. I thought I was going 
to be a pilot but ended up driving a 
destroyer instead for about eight years. 
But eventually, I got around to flying 
airplanes. 

Chris: I remember - very much in line 
with what Squid was talking about - 
that feeling of wide-eyed wonder at 
Brentwood, a lot of the time when 
you're going like crazy because there's 
never a dull moment and there are all 
these new things that you're trying. 
So you're busy trying yourself out on 
yourself and other people and trying 
to figure out what it's all about. But 
the entire time you're there, you have 

a sense of belonging and you have 
a sense of everybody moving in the 
same direction and you have a sense 
of awe in what is being created. 

There was a sense of wonder that you 
got at Brentwood from being a part 
of something that was bigger than 
yourself. Although we're all individual 
members of the school—you were 
not the school and the school was not 
you—you were both a part of each 
other. That was really important. I 
carried that right through my military 
career. I thoroughly enjoyed being part 
of the Canadian Armed Forces (and 
later it became the Royal Canadian Air 
Force) again because I felt a sense of 
pride in being there. I was fortunate to 
be doing what I wanted to do—most of 

the time—pursuing a goal of aviation 
and being a part of a team that was 
focused, and being proud of the fact 
that you could accomplish things as a 
team. You could accomplish things as 
an individual, too. And we always strive 
to do so. But I was very proud of the 
fact that we were accomplishing things 
as a team. 

MAKING THE TEAM
Marco: I graduated from the Royal 
Military College in 2001, and I started 
flight training in 2003 in Moose Jaw, 
Saskatchewan. My first assignment 
was as an instructor, and I was so 
fortunate to be selected onto the 
team right after that. So fortunate. And 
unlike the average Snowbird, I was a 
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bit of a longshot in the team. I was very 
inexperienced. For me, it was a hey, 
toss my hat in and see what happens. 
I felt honoured and so fortunate to be 
selected for the team and I served for 
four years after that. 

Brad: Logistically, in the best-case 
scenario, keeping the math simple, it 
was always best to change half the 
team every year. The guys will probably 
attest that being away from the family 
for an extended period repeatedly, 
year after year, can become tiresome. 
It’s exciting, but it’s tiring, and it’s 
difficult for the families, as well. To 
create a bit of normalcy for everyone, 
the ideal situation would be to change 
half the team every year, therefore 
everyone gets a two-year tour. 

Sadly, it has not been a two-year tour 
for quite a number of years now, for 
probably closer to about ten years. 
For the same reason, we’ve got 
demands on the individual groups, 
so our pilots all start at the same 
place, but from there, they disperse 
and become specialists in different 
areas, helicopters, transport and fast 
jets. We did see that we were going 
to hit critical mass at a point where 
we would not be able to service the 
requirement for replacing the team 
on a two year sort of contract basis, 
just because it was not feasible for 
the individual groups (Helicopter, 
Multi-Engine, and Fast still remain 
responsible for their regular mission 
sets as providers of air effects in all of 
traditional military roles ). We've been 
leaning heavily on the Fast Jet guys 
because they're the easiest to convert 
to the Demonstration Jet Role and they 
seem to be the most interested and/or 
available from the parent communities. 
There has been an ever-increasing 
appetite from the Government to 
participate in global efforts in coalition 
and allied missions. But in my last year 
as a skipper, half the team's parent 
communities were seeking less time 
commitments which meant we recently 
relied overwhelmingly on the maritime 
helicopter community: half of the 2017 
team was from the Maritime Helicopter 
community. However, that hurts 
that community in the end because 
they still have their regular missions 

to service and they have career 
progression planning, succession 
planning and they have to balance 
those types of considerations as well. 

Chris: At school for AP exams or 
some of the heavy exams, you're 
under pressure and you step up and 
you perform. You learn to do that 
and you learn to do that at different 
stages through your military career, 
too. But nowhere was that quite the 
same as the Snowbird tryouts for 
me. All through your military career, 
generally—not always—you're up 
against a standard. The standard 
might be very high, and you're with a 
lot of talented people. For the most 
part, everybody manages to achieve 
the standard, sometimes with help 
from their peers. It's great. Snowbird 
tryouts were the first time where you 
were in there with a group of your most 
respected peers. These guys and gals 
have all been hand-selected to go to 
the tryout for a number of reasons—not 
just flying ability; they are generally 
really sharp people. I felt a little under-
qualified in some ways to be in that 
room with those people in tryouts. But 
you put your head down and you focus 
and you do your best and you support 
each other because that's what it's 
all about. But the clincher is that you 
look around that room and you know 
that half of the people are not going to 
make it.

Even though these are all people who 
could probably make the standard, 
they're only going to pick half of the 
people in that room for the tryouts. I 
ground my teeth at night, and I was 
really feeling a lot of pressure there. 
But you manage to make it through 
and then the team is announced and 
the most amazing feeling of both 
elation and deflation occurs on that 
day. You are elated, having made the 
team, but you are completely deflated 
because you didn’t make the team with 
everybody. You also know that those 
who didn't get selected are going to 
be carrying disappointment, for a while 
until they do start to put that whole 
experience in perspective, themselves. 

BEING A SNOWBIRD
Marco: Not having grown up in 
Canada, but being a Canadian by 
birth through my mother, it was a 
confirmation—if not a reawakening—of 
my Canadian pride. I got to work with 
some phenomenal people, and waving 
our beautiful flag at home and abroad 
was something that I was incredibly 
humbled to be doing. I got to discover 
Canada in a way that I would have 
never been able to otherwise, and that 
reawakens that sense of pride in you. 
Being surrounded by professionals 
and top performers is phenomenal, 
and the beauty of being in a room of 
professionals creates an atmosphere 
where we can criticize each other for 
the sake of the improvement of the 
mission as a whole. So the process 
of checking our egos and attitudes 
at the door, and being able to focus 
on mission success rather than on 
an “I’m right, you’re wrong” type of 
thing, rather than what happens in 
boardrooms in the civilian world that 
I’ve been involved with so far. So that 
was a unique thing that I took with me. 
And when I’m surrounded by people 
that think as I do, it clicks into this 
beautiful … that’s what I take with me 
all the time. 

With eight of the most professional 
people you've ever met, but knowing 
that you have 95 people behind you. 
And each one of those people has 
worked their hardest for months to get 
you to that moment. It is truly humbling 
when you think of that, and the beauty 
of it is that we never lost sight of it. It 
was a big thing for us to realize, first 
of all, it's got nothing to do with us. 
We're just lucky enough to fill the suit 
for those few years that we get to do 
it. But it was always about Canada as a 
whole, and about the team. It's about 
the team and what it stands for and 
what it represents and for the armed 
forces as a whole and for Canadians on 
a larger scale. And every single person 
that had a hand in that, and was with us 
in those cockpits.

WHEN IT ALL COMES TOGETHER
Marco: There’s a beautiful word, 
which is ‘elevate’. I'm not a musician. 

I’ve never played for a national sports 
team. I imagine that what the Japanese 
call “satori” is the feeling of flow that 
you experience when you disconnect 
and time no longer matters and you 
fly with your best friends in these 
evolutions in the sky—that feeling is 
incredibly intense.  The amount of work 
to get there is absolutely incredible.

For example, the Toronto air show 
would normally happen towards the 
end of the season and is typically on 
Labour Day. By that time, the team 
is doing OK. So when you get a nice 
water show, when the weather is 
beautiful and nothing moves and you 
go through thirty-seven minutes of 
your performance and you land and 
you're thinking ... what the heck just 
happened? It’s pretty special, yeah. 
Chris, what would you do to feel that 
again? 

Chris: It's the team and having all 
these people behind you and having 
everybody focused on the same 
goals. I was so fortunate to have the 
chance to experience that and to 
try it and to find out what gave you 
that feeling of flow and carry that 
through your aviation career. I think 

probably for most of us who've been 
on the Snowbirds, the feeling of 
flow that Marco described was the 
pinnacle of aviation, for guys who 
loved flying formation. And formation 
isn't for everybody. There are plenty 
of military pilots out there who went 
through their formation training, who 
hate flying formation. They are simply 
uncomfortable being close to other 
airplanes. They would far rather not 
have to fly formation ever, ever. But 
it is a military department. So we all 
do it. We all learn it. And then some 
of us are absolutely addicted to it. It's 
like a drug. It's adrenaline. It's pure 
adrenaline. And it's a form of high, I 
guess. And there's nothing quite like 
the feeling that Marco described where 
you are with a group of professionals 
who have been through the wringer to 
get there. That was something you saw 
in Brentwood, as well. And the more 
difficulty you go through as a group—it 
does one of two things, you know, it 
either rips people apart because you 
can see where people's limitations 
and lack of strength in their fabric are. 
Or it makes the group cohesive, and I 
have to tell you that the military, I think 
all militaries of the world, do a great 

job of selecting for the traits that give 
you the ability to become a cohesive 
group, and the same is true with the 
Snowbirds. Whether it's on-purpose or 
by accident, but you start to become 
a very cohesive group and you're very 
honest with each other. I wouldn't say 
to the point of being hurtful sometimes, 
but it can border on that, when you get 
told off. I had a strip ripped off me more 
than once, and rightfully so. But you 
certainly learn to have a thick skin and 
to strive for a high standard at all times.

You can't have a bad day up there. 
So you pull up your socks and you 
make sure that you have a good day 
every day and some are better than 
others. But then you get into those 
times where, as Marco says, late in 
the season. You can almost feel what 
guys are thinking when situations are 
happening and you get into some 
rough air and you can tell by the feel 
of the bumps who's going to make the 
call in the formation to loosen up a bit.

Marco: If I may add something to 
what Chris is saying, you could tell if 
somebody had slept well or not the 
night before, by the way their jet was 
moving and the trust that we would 
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have in each other was so intense that with our bow 
wave, if somebody was slow moving in formation, we 
would actually push each other around. Occasionally 
you'd get one of the guys—especially when I was 
number four, and Chris, I'm sure this has happened to 
you where unsaid, unsolicited—you get one of the guys 
that was flying outside of you come over and just hand 
you a beer and be like, “Hey, this one's on me.” So I look 
at him, “How close did you get?” And he's like, “You 
don't want to know.” For me, it's a, “Don’t do that again. 
Let's move on.” We are human. And that’s a big part of 
the experience, too. 

IN THE COMMUNITY
Brad: It was such an honour to be able to meet some 
of the most interesting people, not just associated with 
the air show community. The Snowbirds have an official 
charity, actually in Nanaimo (on Vancouver Island), 
and they have a relationship with a school in Whitby, 
Ontario. Because of Woodboot, he was from Whitby. 
And there's an RCAF squadron that's been renamed 
after him. There's so much history and depth to the 
fabric of the squadron and what it means to Canada. 
It touches so many different people. It's amazing. I 
just genuinely wish that everybody had a chance to 
be part of some type of organization that was like the 
Snowbirds because it’s life-changing.

Chris: I second that remark, and I would add to that that 

if it were possible for everybody to have the opportunity 
to travel the width and breadth of the nation like we 
got a chance to do as part of the team, I mean, way up 
north, every province, every territory. Small towns. Huge 
cities. Marco, help me out here.

Marco: Yeah, I'd like to finish this thought by adding an 
anecdote, which I think encompasses it beautifully. And 
Brad mentioned the Whitby fly pass that we do every 
year in Whitby, Ontario to honour Captain “Woodboot” 
VandenBos, one of our fallen comrades, where he has 
a school dedicated to him. So that normally happens 
after we finish our show on the first day of school, and 
you can imagine, we send our coordinators with a 
handheld radio into the schoolyard to coordinate the 
timing and the airspace and all of that. And so we're 
out holding just south of Oshawa and as we run in, 
what the coordinator does, as we're in our nine-plane 
formation flying over, he clicks the mic to let us hear the 
cheers of the kids that are so excited [choking up]. I’m 
getting a little emotional about it—about the flyby, and 
so here you are, doing what you love to do and you're 
hearing that excitement, and it’s pretty... it's pretty, it's 
pretty special. That’s, I think, a good anecdote to finish 
that thought with because it's truly special. And I will 
remember for the rest of my life. It's so beautiful. 

Chris: And we’re just up there doing what we love. Yeah. 
I'm kind of speechless after that. 

You can't have a bad day up 
there. So you pull up your socks 
and you make sure that you have 
a good day every day and some 
are better than others 

- Captain Chris “V2” Van Vliet ‘81
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LAST THOUGHTS
Marco: I think if we were to sum it up, do I feel like 
Brentwood was a springboard for what followed? Obviously, 
and it's not blowing smoke. It's being truthful. For all 
the reasons that we've discussed, the teamwork, the 
camaraderie, and mostly the challenges. We never learn 
anything when things are easy. It's when you have to pull 
your socks up and you just failed the test, you've got to get 
that calculus thing going. So not only on the academic side 
for me, mostly for the whole human interaction, art side. 
The whole Brentwood experience beyond just the school 
portion. That's what I find myself reflecting on often is how 
much of those learned skills I either improved on but have a 
genesis at the School or I rely on from what I learned at the 
time. 

Chris: I totally, totally agree with that, and I think Brentwood 
was the first place where I got the opportunity to engage a 
phrase that my grandfather gave me that I was then able to 
test out of Brentwood and use through my military career. 
My grandfather was a big sports guy in Edmonton, and his 
favourite saying when you're feeling like the chips are down 
or things aren’t going your way or you've got an impossible 

hill to climb, whether it's academic, or athletics, whatever 
it happens to be, he always said, “When the going gets 
tough, the tough get going.” That was one that I was able 
to take with me, starting from Brentwood, and all the way 
through and I think Brentwood gives you the, as Marco said, 
the opportunity to learn so much that you don't even know 
you're learning. Your turn, Squid.

Brad: I can't top that. I do want to go on the record and 
thank Ivor Ford for calling me out in Grade 9 English, that I 
didn't do my homework. I thought it was pretty clever, but 
he did not. And he was very vocal about that. So I learned 
early that you don't mess with the man. You just do what 
you're supposed to do. That was a great experience for me. I 
always did my homework after that in his class, for sure. And 
that helped me going forward. If I didn't know something, I 
said I didn't know it and I went to learn.

Photos credit: RCAF Image Gallery

Disruptive technology, changing parenting styles, and 
unprecedented global competition provides the coming 
generation of learners with a challenge never seen before. 
As experiences are increasingly “virtualized”, more than 
ever, our world needs leaders that are both well-rounded 
and well-grounded. We have doubled down on the notion 
of community, collaboration, and engagement – all of it with 
the unique authenticity of the Brentwood experience. Since 
our founding in 1923, Brentwood has mindfully and diligently 
created a transformative experience for all students. Rooted 
in the past and reaching for the future.

Today, Brentwood is on the precipice of a bold future of 
delivering the finest possible learning experience that will 
inculcate timeless competencies enabling our graduates 
not to just survive but thrive in an ever-changing world. Our 
development has never been to follow trendy flashes in the 
sky but is grounded in a strategic approach with programs 
proceeding facilities. From the T. Gil Bunch Centre for 
Performing Arts to Crooks Hall to the Foote Athletic Centre, 
our campus continues to be transformed to an exceptional 
level – the Brentwood Standard.

As we embark on the next phase of our campus renewal 
plan, the jewel in our crown expands onto the horizon. 
A state of the art academic and water sports centre that 
will anchor our ocean-front campus. It will enhance our 
current drive for academic excellence where students are 
experiencing a wide variety of instructional and assessment 
practices. Like boarding, arts and athletics, inspiring space 
always elevates the learning experience and this possibility 
is a once in a lifetime opportunity.

We humbly invite you to be a leader in this movement 
to take Brentwood to a global level of transformational 
learning. This is our hand to hand moment.

De Manu in Manum
Bud Patel, Head of School

If you have any questions, please contact:  
Director of Advancement, Ian McPherson    
ian.mcpherson@brentwood.bc.ca

THE NEW 
WATERFRONT 
ACADEMIC CENTRE
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Brentwood gratefully acknowledges every donor who 
has responded to the call to support this year’s Student 
Impact Fund. We are pleased to report that to date, we 
have raised $725,335 with donations from over 754 
members of the Brentwood family.

This year marked our second annual House Challenge 
fundraiser - every person who donated to the Student 
Impact Fund received one point for the boarding house 
with which they are affiliated (regardless of gift size). For 
example, if your family is affiliated with Rogers House, 
then you received one point for Rogers upon receipt of 
your gift (you can only donate once).

Hope House won the 2019-20 House Challenge with 
an astounding 113 points with Whittall House taking 
second place with 89 points. With a strong following, 
Hope House is the victor again this year with 127 points. 
Privett second place with 113 points each. The students 
of Hope House had a Dairy Queen Blizzaed party to 
celebrate their winning streak.

The Grad Class of 2021 has been busy fundraising for 
their Grade 12 year and have raised $15,249 which they 
have donated to the School and which become part 
of the money raised to meet the goal of $100,000 that 
will establish the Grad Class of 2021 Endowment Fund. 
By raising $100,000, the Grad Class of 2021 Fund will 
assist a student with tuition each year, in perpetuity. 
To date, the students and parents of the Class of 
2021 have raised over $100,000 and we continue to 
welcome further donations to this important fund.

CELEBRATING 
PHILANTHROPY
CHRIS SPICER & TRACY ARDEN
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When we work together, we can 
make a remarkable difference for our 
community. And that is precisely what 
has happened this past year within our 
Brentwood community. 

The Advancement Team has seen a 
surprising depth of support for our 
school and the students within it. As we 
know, tuition fees cover the school's 
operation costs. Donations are a vital 
source of financial aid for students in 
need, as well as enhancements to our 
tripartite programming, additions and 
repairs to our student-centred facilities, 
professional development for staff, and 
much more. Since 2002, the Student 
Impact Fund has raised over seven 
million dollars and supported more 
than 2000 students with financial aid. 
Without the support of our community 
of donors, Brentwood would not be the 
home-away-from-home that it is for so 
many.

The target set this year has been met 
and exceeded with 753 contributors 
from all our constituent groups 
including the Board of Governors, our 
dedicated Brentwood Staff, current 
parents, Old Brentonians, Parents 

of Alumni and Friends of Brentwood 
raising a total of $725,335.

The Brentwood Endowment Fund 
contributes to financial aid for 30 
percent of our student population with 
various named bursaries, making it 
possible for worthy students to attend 
our school. For the second year in a 
row, the Interhouse Challenge saw 
Hope House lead again, with a total of 
127 contributors showing their house 
pride by raising over $48,178.

In addition to the success of the 
Student Impact Fund, our school 
received major gifts of $1,392,071 
directed to capital projects and 
a further $303,566 directed to 
endowment. I am grateful for the 
support of the Brentwood family during 
these unpredictable times.

We continue developing plans for the 
new academic building, which is the 
latest major capital project and will be 
the jewel to our already spectacular 
oceanfront campus. More information 
on this project will be announced in 
the coming months, and I hope you will 
be part of this transformative learning 
facility.  

After four years at the helm of the 
Advancement Team, Chris Spicer 
has decided to step back from his 
position as Director of Advancement 
to retire. He has successfully led the 
Advancement Team and will continue 
to be active as needed. His leadership, 
never-ending energy, and infectious, 
positive outlook is always welcome. 
Thank you for your commitment.

On July 1, Ian McPherson assumed the 
position of Director of Advancement. 
Ian has been with the School for 
eight years as the Director of 
Communications and Marketing, and 
has been very active in campus life in 
many ways. His passion, work ethic, 
and values fit well with our Brentwood 
culture, and he is excited to take on 
this new role. Along with Ian, Amy 
Weinberg, Gwynneth '05, known for 
her professionalism, innovative and 
forward-looking leadership within the 
Advancement Team for the past four 
years, has taken on the new role of 
Associate Director of Advancement – 
Alumni Relations. I wish them both all 
the best as they take on these new and 
exciting roles. 

I give my heartfelt thank you to 
everyone who stepped forward during 
this very challenging year to support 
Brentwood. The donations raised 
continue to support various activities 
throughout the School to optimize our 
student's experience.

WHEN WE 
WORK TOGETHER
CHAIR OF THE ADVANCEMENT COMMITTEE, 
JOHN MCNEILL '82

The past 18 months have had a 
profound influence on all of us; on 
the way we think, act and live. There 
has never been more certainty of the 
need to grow our endowment from its 
current $24 million to something much 
larger. We’ve come a long way in a 
short amount of time, but we know that 
this momentum must continue. Why? 
Great question.

We aspire to be among the best 
boarding schools in the world. On 
reviewing the aspects of other top 
boarding schools, one inevitably 
discovers that many of them have an 
endowment substantially greater than 
ours. Most of these schools have been 
in existence for much longer than 
Brentwood, which naturally gives them 
an advantage. A growing endowment 
gives schools like ours the ability to 
withstand unexpected vagaries in 
the domestic and global economy; 
provides operational stability; keeps us 
accessible to worthy students whose 

families can’t afford full tuition fees 
and in doing so, enables true diversity 
in the student body. Growing an ever 
stronger endowment is a long term 
investment that generates increasing 
annual interest in support of bursaries, 
programs, teaching innovation, and 
operational needs. 

How will we get there? By “taking the 
next steps” which include:

• The continuation of our Legacy 
Giving program. As of June 2021, 
50 members of the Brentwood 
family have now made a legacy 
gift commitment (estate gifts or 
life insurance gifts) to Brentwood, 
most of which are directed to the 
Brentwood Foundation,

• Creating accessible monthly 
giving programs that allow our 
community members, whatever 
their age or situation, to give 
monthly at a level that works for 
the individual. Our recent B4B and 
Open The Door bursary programs 
are great examples.

• Building a “culture of philanthropy” 
with students and families from the 
beginning. The Grad Class Bursary 
Fund tradition (which started with 
the Class of 2015) now sees each 
graduating class and their families 
raising $100,000 to create an 
endowed bursary fund in their 
class name. In turn, interest from 
these funds results in bursaries for 
future students perpetuity.

Brentwood has carefully and 
confidently negotiated the past 18 
months as the world struggled with its 
“new reality” and we have come out 
stronger and more determined than 
ever. Demand to attend our school 
and participate in our unique tripartite 
program, while living and learning on 
our incomparable campus, is higher 
than ever before. I invite each of you 
who read this, to join me and hundreds 
of others in giving to Brentwood to 
ensure its accessibility and its stability 
for generations to come. 

TAKING 
THE NEXT STEP
CHAIR OF THE BRENTWOOD FOUNDATION, 
KIP WOODWARD '74
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2020-2021 BRENTWOOD 
LEGACY STUDENTS
Front Row – L – R
1. Finn Goodall ’23 (Mother, Claire Crooks ’91, Uncle, Hew Crooks ’86)
2. Sadie Douville ’24 (Uncle, Michael Greenwood ’12 & Uncle,   

Matthew Greenwood ’10)
3. Noel Pettit ’21 (Father, John Pettit ‘88 & Uncle, Michael Pettit ‘90)
4. Kaelin David ‘23 (Father, Nigel David ‘97, Aunt, Chantal David ‘01, 

Uncle, Julian David ‘02, Great Aunt, Laurie (Foote) Evans ‘73, Great 
Uncle, Dean Foote ‘73, Great Uncle, Robert Foote ‘71)

5. Joffre Decore ’23 (Father, Matthew Decore ’85)
6. Davis Pettit ’23 (Father, John Pettit ‘88 & Uncle, Michael Pettit ‘90)
7. Ella Stone ‘23 (Father, Brant Stone ‘93, Aunt, Megan Stone ‘97 &  

Great Great Uncle, Donald Macrae ‘29)
8. Gemma Selby ‘21 (Mother, Sharon (Addison) Selby ‘87 &   

Aunt, Lucy Addison ‘90)
9. Benjamin Rogers ‘24 (Father, Martin Rogers ’63 &   

Great Grandfather, Forrest Rogers ’30)
10. Noe Tsang ’23 (Father, Mark Tsang ’87)
11. Baya Ipatowicz ’23 (Father, Gregory Ipatowicz ’90,   

Uncle, Michael Ipatowicz ’84)
12. Grace Davis ’22 (Father, John Davis ’84)
13. Cole Kimberley ’25 (Uncle, Tristan Kimberley ’12)
14. Cate Cochrane ‘21 (Uncle, Ted Cochrane ‘91)
15. Ally Dafoe ‘21 (Father, John Dafoe ’86)
16. Georg Woernle ’25 (Father, Georg J. Woernle ’00 &   

Uncle, Marcus Woernle ’03)

Middle Row - L - R
1. Liam Floyd ‘22 (Mother, Paula (Cunningham) Floyd ‘87
2. Chetan Singh ’23 (Step-father, Eric Krysa ’79,    

Step-Uncle, John Krysa ‘76)
3. Maxine Pollock ’23 (Mother, Carolyn Pollock ’89,    

Aunt, Joanne Dahlstrom ’91)
4. Ty Dahlstrom ’23 (Mother, Joey (Synder) Dahlstrom ‘91,   

Aunt, Carolyn (Synder) Pollock ‘89)
5. Max Wolfe ’23 (Father, James Wolfe ‘95,    

Mother, Elizabeth (Hargreaves) Wolfe ’94, Aunt, Amy Wolfe ’94)
6. Simon Gillespie ’23 (Grandfather, Andrew Gillespie ’42,   

Great Uncles, Alastair Gillespie ‘41 and Ian Gillespie ‘41)
7. Katy Lenarcic ’25 (Mother, Crystal Harvey ’93)

8. Jocelyn Lenercic ’22 (Mother, Crystal Harvey ’93)
9. Chloe Hockin ‘23 (Father, Reid Hockin ’92)
10. Khloe Baker ‘24 (Father, Kristopher Baker ‘01 &    

Aunt, Katrina (Baker) Batey ‘02)
11. Gregor Blackburn ‘22 (Mother, Natasha (Dixon) Blackburn ‘91, 

Uncle, Gregor Dixon ‘90, Uncle, Robert Dixon ‘94 &   
Uncle, Sean Dixon ’97)

12. Sebastian Magana ‘22 (Aunt, Bernadette McShane ’09,   
Aunt, Kathlene McShane ’07, Aunt, Sarah McShane ’04 &   
Uncle, Russell McShane ’02)

13. Liam Fortier ’22 (Father, Dean Fortier ’89)
14. Perry Fortier ’22 (Father, Dean Fortier ’89)
15. Indiana Whist (Father, Joel Whist ‘82, Uncle, Jarl Whist ‘80,   

Aunt, Elise Whist ‘83 & Uncle Martin Whist ‘85)
16. Alice Smith ’21 (Father, Kelly Smith ’84, Aunt, Erin Hardy ‘87)
17. Maren Stone ’25 (Father, Brant Stone ‘93, Aunt, Megan Stone ‘97 &  

Great Great Uncle, Donald Macrae ‘29)
18. Finn Dahlstrom ‘25 (Mother, Joey (Synder) Dahlstrom ‘91,   

Aunt, Carolyn (Synder) Pollock ‘89)
19. Kennedy McDiarmid ’20 (Father, Charles McDiarmid ‘71 &   

Uncle, Bruce McDiarmid ‘75)
20. Esme Yanowitz ‘22 (Aunt, Beatrice (Stockdale) Bate ‘85

Top Row - L - R
1. Harrison Brands ‘22 (Mother, Sarah Fraser ’86 &    

Aunt, Peta Fraser ’88)
2. Kieran Kimberley ’22 (Uncle, Tristan Kimberley ’12)
3. Benjamin Bonnofsky ‘22 (Mother, Theresa (Tangen) Bonnofsky ‘86)
4. Owen Shlesinger ’22 (Mother, Samara Walbohm ’89)
5. Tony Else ’21 (Father, Anthony Else ‘86, Aunt, Hilary Else ‘95 &  

Uncle, Derek Else ‘00)
6. Olin Dahlstrom ’21 (Mother, Joey (Synder) Dahlstrom ‘91 &   

Aunt, Carolyn (Synder) Pollock ‘89)
7. Jamal Kennedy ’21 (Mother, Nicole Kennedy ‘93,    

Great Uncle, Brian Duncan ‘65 &     
Great Great Uncle, Austin Duncan ‘36)

8. Cam McNeil ‘22 (Father, John McNeill ‘82 &    
Uncle, Mark McNeill ‘79)

9. Will Pirie ’22 (Karen (Middleton) Pirie ‘81)

Legacy Student: a current student that has direct relatives who are Old Brentonians

“In 1985, before entering grade ten, 
our daughter Andrea said she wanted 
more anonymity than an Edmonton 
high school could afford. A visit to 
Brentwood confirmed that this was 
the place for her and indeed it was. 
She thrived on the strong academic 
programs, the variety of arts options, 
competitive sports programs, 
community life and volunteer activities. 
Graduating in 1989, she eventually 
received a BA from UBC and an LLB 
from the University of Calgary.

While Andrea went to Brentwood 
by choice, her brother Michael went 
because he needed the academic 
rigour of the school and the support 
it provided. Starting in grade nine in 
1989, Michael was desperate to leave 

Brentwood long before the Christmas 
break. Things did not improve until 
spring when he was invited to rugby 
camp the following summer. That 
changed everything. He couldn’t 
wait to get back to school early for 
rugby camp that August and every 
one thereafter. Like his sister, Michael 
benefited from the strong academic 
program and the broad range of arts, 
sports, and community activities. 
Graduating in 1993, Michael went on 
to receive a BA from the University of 
Alberta and an LLB from the University 
of New Brunswick.

I was invited to join the Brentwood 
Board of Governors in 1991 and served 
until 2002. My years on the Board 
were exciting ones as Bill Ross, with 
help from the Board, laid out and 
began an ambitious plan to renew 
and expand the physical layout and 
facilities of Brentwood. Much of what 
exists today comes from that plan. Of 
course, that ambitious vision needed to 
be paid for and all avenues for raising 
the necessary funds were pursued. 
Many parents and alumni made 
generous contributions. Looking for 
other avenues to raise funds, a fellow 
board member presented the idea of 

buying a term life insurance policy with 
Brentwood named as the beneficiary. 
When I was getting my affairs in order 
after my husband Laurence’s death, I 
took his advice and bought insurance 
that has allowed me to make a future 
gift commitment to Brentwood and 
the University of Alberta where I was 
a student, a professor, and a senior 
administrator. The policy, which is 
held by the Edmonton Community 
Foundation, also makes provision 
for the Edmonton Symphony, the 
Edmonton Opera, the Alberta Cancer 
Foundation and the Edmonton Region 
Mental Health Association”.

Making a planned gift to our 
endowment keeps Brentwood 
affordable and sustainable, long 
into the future, without costing you 
anything today. Create YOUR living 
legacy by including Brentwood in your 
will or through a term life insurance 
policy - together we can give the gift 
of a Brentwood education for many 
generations to come.

Please contact Ian McPherson, Director 
of Advancement for further information.

BRENTWOOD MERITS 
MY FUTURE SUPPORT
LEGACY DONOR, ANNE-MARIE DECORE

10. Max Stewart ’22 (Father, Angus Stewart ’90 &    
Uncle, Nigel Stewart ’87)

11. Benjamin MacKenzie ’22 (Uncle, David Burton ’93)
12. Morgan MacKenzie ’24 (Uncle, David Burton ’93)
13. Bridget Burton ’23 (Father, David Burton ’93)
14. Holly Burton ’21 (Father, David Burton ’93)
15. Alexander Fitches ‘24, (Aunt, Rona Mitchell ‘09 &   

Uncle, Ian Mitchell ‘12)
16. Ainsley Davidson ’22 (Uncle, Charles Gosset ’92)
17. Hannah Waring ’22 (Father, Timothy Waring ’84)
18. Blair Morley ‘24 (Aunt, Maureen Brown ’97)
19. Davis Lefebve ’24 (Great Grandfather, Ralph Davis ’29)
20. Emma Powell ’24 (Mother, Heidi Powell ’92)

21. Anna Davidson ’24 (Uncle, Charles Gosset ’92)
22. Lauren Aldrich-Winkkerink ’25 (Father, Ridley Wikkerink ’82,  

Aunt, Joan Wikkerink ’83, Uncle, Wayne Wikkerink ’80)
23. Sophie Habkirk ’21 (Father, Craig Habkirk ‘86 &    

Uncle, Scott Habkirk ‘88)
Missing from Photo
• Lily Cochrane ‘23 (Uncle, Ted Cochrane ‘91)
• Kathleen Craddock ’22 (Aunt, Alison Craddock ’84)
• Alex Hurmuses ’22 (Father, Jeffrey Hurmuses ’76)
• Rosie Koontz ’22 (Great Grandfather, Ralph Davis ‘28 & Great Uncle, 

Alec Ballachey ‘29)
• Maeve O’Brien ‘22 (Father, Kevin O’Brien ’86 &    

Uncle, Graham O’Brien ’89)
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CLASS OF 2021 

BURSARY 
FUND 

GRAD CLASS

FUNDS AT WORK 

At the start of the year, the Graduating Class of 2021 set a 
goal to raise $10,000 for an endowed bursary fund in our 
name. This fund will generate financial aid for a student 
every year in perpetuity. I’m extremely proud to say that 
our class exceeded our goal and set a new record raising 
$15,250! With the help of parent donations, we are close 
to the overall goal of raising $100,000 for the Class of 2021 
Bursary.

I would like to recognize and thank all 16 members, and 
two honorary members, of this year’s Grad Council. Your 
leadership in running and hosting school events like 
Snowball, Airband, and every fundraiser and Grad event in 
between, set a positive tone for the rest of the class and I 
could not be more proud of each and every one of you.

Jocelyn Perkovic, Alexandra ‘21
Grad Council President

Since 2015, every graduating class, and their families, 
have built an endowed fund in their name. Interest 
raised from these vested funds is then directed to 
bursary support for future students. As a result of these 
funds, Brentwood was able to support four students 
during the 2020-21 academic year. One such recipient, 
Adrienne Roy, now a freshly-minted alumna, has shared 
her bursary story below.

“When I arrived at Brentwood for the first time as a 
nervous tenth grader, I was scared of my potential. It was 
something I struggled to embrace. I felt uncomfortable 
raising my hand in class and felt out of place because 
of my fiery red hair. Who I am now, is a product of the 
Brentwood environment  which gave me the confidence 
that will help me throughout my life as I strive to achieve 
my wildest ambitions.

Without the Class of 2015 Bursary, I could not have 
dreamed of attending Brentwood. Knowing that so 
many have given back to this unique community for 
future generations, I too try to pay it forward. Involving 
myself in every corner of student life, I found my place 
on the turf with the First XI Field Hockey team, in Model 
UN conferences, in the classroom with AP courses, 
and especially with the club I lead, the Brentwood 
Environmental Action Team. 

Words cannot fully express my gratitude to each donor 
who helped me get to where I am now. The lessons 
I’ve learned and the connections I’ve made will last 
a lifetime. I will always cherish the importance of 
giving back to the communities that have shaped me. 
Brentwood will forever be at the top of my list.”

Class of 2015 Fund Recipient - Adrienne Roy ‘21

STUDENT 
IMPACT FUND
BY THE NUMBERS
The 2020-21 Student Impact Fund had record breaking participation results. Each and every donor has influenced the 
Brentwood experience for the students of today and those of tomorrow. We thank all of you who helped make this year’s 
Student Impact Fund such a huge success!

TOTAL 
RAISED $725,335

Contributed in 2020-21 (as of June 30, 2021)

WHERE DID DONORS DIRECT THEIR GIFTS?

IT’S ALL ABOUT 
PARTICIPATION!

2020-2021 - 753 donors
2019-2020 - 607 donors
2018-2019 - 479 donors
2017-2018 - 455 donors

ASSOCIATION:
FOR TODAY’S NEEDS

FOUNDATION: 
PERMANENTLY ENDOWED FUNDS

$345,053 $380,282
• Bursary Now Funds - $128,455
• Head’s Fund - $138,322
• Building Funds - $71,703
• Restricted Funds - $6,573  

• Grad Class Bursary Funds - $111,841
• Named Endowment Funds - $37,337
• Old Brentonian’s Trust Bursary Fund - $44,310
• De Manu In Manum Bursary Fund - $144,250
• Boat Funds - $10,900
• Rugby Fund - $31,644
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CONGRATULATIONS HOPE HOUSE!

2021-22

HOUSE CHALLENGE

Hope House prevails for the second 
year in a row with 127 points! 
Congratulations to all of our Hope 
House families, alumni, staff and friends 
and an extra special thank you to ALL 
of our donors who participated in this 
year’s House Challenge by supporting 
the Student Impact Fund. 

With our highest donor participation 
rate ever - 753 donors - a total of 
$725,335 was raised!

The students and staff of Hope House 
opted for a Dairy Queen Blizzard party 
to celebrate their victory!

$725,335 
RAISED

127 
POINTS

753 
DONORS

HOUSE CHALLENGE FINAL SCORES

127
HOPE

113
PRIVETT

76
ALLARD

65
MACKENZIE

90
ROGERS

86
ELLIS

86
ALEXANDRA

110
WHITTALL

The 3rd Annual House Challenge in support 
of the Student Impact Fund, is already under 
way. Who will take home the 2021-22 title? 
Let the games begin!

The B4B (Brentwood For Brentonians) initiative was created 
to engage Old Brentonians in a monthly giving commitment, 
to grow the Old Brentonians Trust endowment fund. This 
fund was established to generate needs-based bursaries for 
children of Old Brentonians. John Holt ‘82 was one of the 
first of 52 alumni to join the program. This is a very small part 
of his story. 

In early 1979, when the term “boarding school” slipped from 
my father’s mouth, I rushed in with excitement. Some years 
earlier, my mother had asked me what I 
wanted to be when I grew up? I quickly 
responded that I had no intention of 
pursuing a career of any sort. I was 
going to work at a myriad of jobs and 
travel around the world. She retorted 
that perhaps I was expecting a little 
more out of life than life was likely to 
provide, so I snapped back that I had no intention of living 
in a world that couldn’t accept me. She never asked again. 
“Boarding school” was my ticket out!

I thrived at Brentwood. Removed from my monocultural 
Calgary neighbourhood, I met characters from a host of 
different backgrounds. I heard stories from Malaysian 
Borneo, Japan, Abu Dhabi, even Atlin, BC. The world was 
wrapping around me, weaving me into its fabric and I loved 
every minute. Adventure has lived in me ever since.

After graduation, when money was tight, I could only give 
time. When my friend Andrew Rahme ‘82 was killed in a car 
accident, I reflected on our time in the theatre tech booth 
(with George Payne ‘82) bringing lights and sound to the 

annual musical. I took the time to build a memorial fund in 
Andrew’s name (thanks Derrick Hunter ‘81, George Payne 
‘82, Michael Cottam ‘82, Poul Bay ‘82, Michael Fitzpatrick 
‘82, and Diana Rahme), now called the Diana and Andrew 
Rahme Technical Theater Fund.

As I pursued my cornucopia of jobs, friends joked that 
I belonged to the “Career of the Month Club”. My serial 
entrepreneurship includes a multitude of projects both 
home and abroad (from owning a drag show bar to 

rebuilding Land Rover Defenders; from 
commercial real estate to welding; from 
rock band touring in India with Poul Bay ‘82 
to my current Superblend cannabis retail/
grow, and many in between). My biggest 
focus is sharing what I have with others. 
I’ve managed to intertwine travel with 
volunteerism, teaching digital storytelling 

in Africa, building homes in the Philippines, mentoring HIV/
AIDS work in Indonesia, and more. 

Somehow, 39 years after leaving Brentwood, things worked 
out and I’ve found myself with more resources than I need. 
My Brentwood experience laid the foundation, and I want 
others to benefit from the same. It is time to give back 
monetarily. When approached to join the B4B initiative, it 
was an obvious “yes”. But I can do more. Through “planned 
giving”, I have arranged a legacy for the Diana and Andrew 
Rahme Technical Theatre Fund. I can still hear the bombastic 
Bunch and caterwauling Cooper screeching in unison “Turn 
up the lights, and more magenta”! 

JOHN HOLT’S 
B4B DONOR 
STORY

When approached to join 
the B4B initiative, it was 

an obvious “yes”.
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YOUR 
GENEROSITY
Cumulative gifts are recognized below. On behalf of all who study or work on this magnificent campus, we acknowlege the 
remarkable generosity of those who have advanced our school. Thank you!

Wayfinders - Triple Torch - 
($3,000,000.00 + )  
Eldon and Anne Foote Fund - 
Edmonton Community Foundation
Wayfinders - Double Torch - 
($2,000,000.00 + ) 
David Aisenstat (1974)
Art and Mary Jane Crooks
George (1964) and Karen Killy
Millie Livingston
Patrick and Beryl Campbell Charitable 
Trust
Wayfinders ($1,000,000.00 + )
Allard Foundation Ltd. & Highbury 
Foundation
Pip (1941) and Catherine Holmes
David W.G. Mackenzie (1969)
Woody and Sherrill MacLaren
Duncan and Verda McNeill 
Founders’ Council ($500,000.00 + )
Audain Foundation for the Visual Arts
Alan and Kitty Brownlee 
Tom Heathcott and Linda Southern 
Heathcott
Jin Liu and Lucy Ye
Mark (1979) and Suzanne McNeill
Tony Novak 
Wheaton Family
Bruce Saville and Kennedy (2003) 
Saville
Zhidong Wang and Ye Ji  
Leaders’ Council ($250,000.00 + )
Atholl and Deirdre Cropper
Charles Dickey and Sheila Wyckoff-
Dickey
Fred and Heather Gallagher/ Jack 
Gallagher Education Fund at the 
Calgary Foundation
Erin (Smith, 1987) and David Hardy
The Jarvis Family
Michael and Donna Kanovsky
Peter and Julienne Kuttel
Eric Lin and Mei-Ling Lin Shu
Sheng Dong Liu and Li Mei Jiang
Shoji and Akiko Maeda 
Doug and Karen McNeil 
Ron and Karen McNeil
Andrew and Lynn Purdey

Grant and Grace Sun
Vancouver Foundation
John Watson
Calvin Xin
2 Anonymous
Governors’ Council ($100,000.00 + )
John and Celia Allpress
David Asper (1977)
Daniel and Jenny Bester
Ken (1969) and Bonny Black
Gary and Catherine Briggs
John and Trish Cosulich 
Sandra, Richard & Isabelle (2015) 
Durrans
The Linda Dutcyvich Family
Vern and Sherri Fauth
Marty and Dennine Giles
The Hersant Family
David Hollands and Carol Prantner
Estate of Sandor Horvath
Andrew (1991) and Lara Housser
Gary and Jutta Hughes
The Leo J Krysa Family Foundation
Dale and Bronwen Lapointe
Brian Lee (1996)
Betty Li
Verne and Betty Lyons
Lauchlin Lyons (1981)
Rod (1980) and Marilyn MacDonald
Judson (1985) & Diane Macor
John and Lynn Madigan
Kyosuke and Junko Maeda
Bill and Gail McCormick
Chip and Molly Meredith
Ramsey H. Milne Family 
Rainer Muller & Family 
Clyde & Lynne Ogilvie
Stef (Deunert, 1987) and Jeff (1985) 
Philipp
J. Ward Phillips Family
John L. Queen
Diana Rahme
Gerald Risk (1986)
Colin P. Rutherford
Ian and Marguerite Sisett
Mrs. Gordon T. Southam 

Patrick Stewart
Turyk-Bingham Family 
Dick (1940) and Lyn Whittall
Darcy Will
Maury and Barbara Van Vliet
Peter and Alice Wong, parents of Ivan 
(1997), Rex (1998) and Ann (2002)
Gerry and Elaine Wood
Woodward Family
John, Kris and Tim (1997) Yewchuk
Shung-Hsiung & Chih-Cheh Yu Family
8 Anonymous
Head’s Circle ($50,000.00 + )
Robert and Heather Brink
Kathey Bryan (1982) 
Ruth & Roly Bull
Jae-Sik Cha and Eun Ju Kim
Robin Chan (1995) and Renee Chan 
(2002)
Alison (Williams, 1977) and Steve 
Denure
Martin Duffy (1989)
Lynn and Rhys Eyton
Ken Fok and Fanny Siu 
Alastair Gillespie (1941)
Brock Harris (1993)
Doug and Sharyn Higginson
Jim and Stacey Hildebrandt
Blair Horn (1979)
Rosegarten - Horowitz Fund
Hull Family   
Jiang / He Family
Brian (1967) and Jill Kenning
George Kidd (1936)
Sara and Edward Kozel 
Paul Lacterman (1971) 
Geon Lee and Hye Young Choi
Mike Maxwell-Smith (1979)
Leona McKillop
McLernon Family and Colliers 
International
John (1982) and Marie McNeil
Earle and Janice O'Born 
Peter and Linda Oluk
Jack and Jane Pau
Andrea and Gerry Pennells
Neal and Karen (Middleton, 1981) Pirie

Pirie Foundation
Ed Pitoniak and Kate Barber
John (1932) and Barbara Poole Family
Norman Redcliffe
Forrest Rogers Family 
Jennifer Sheldon
Kevin Skinner (1977)
Gwenny So 
Kevin Stashin and Silvana Quintieri 
Stashin
Mike and Barb Stone
Ralph Jr. and Catherine Thrall
Katherine and Raymond Tong
Eddie Tsai (1985)
Victoria Foundation
Tamara Vrooman and Gregg 
Burkinshaw
Samara Walbohm (1989) and Joe 
Shlesinger
Cedric Walker (1924) 
Jack and Bev Wallace 
Jayson Woodbridge and Helen 
Mawson
Richard Xie and Coco Gao
5 Anonymous
Patrons’ Circle ($25,000.00 + )
Oldland Family
Anako Foundation
Howard Addison
Kris and Sharlene Anderson
Mike and Karen Bergin
Soomyung Bhang and Geunyoung 
Song
Owen Billes (1987)
Trevor and Amanda Boquist
Jean and Gil Bunch
Dwayne and Adeen Bunning
Bruce Carlson (1964)
Chris and Monica Chan
Yan and Agata Chan
Tai-Liang and Hsiu Hsia Chen
Fred, Karen and Ashley (2020) 
Ciambrelli
John and Wanda Croft
Judy Davis
Donna and Bob Decker 
Jack Edson

Sherri Edson
Craig and Jane Ewashko
Bill, Helen, John (1979) and Michael 
(1982) Fitzpatrick
Norm and Pat Francis
Genge Family
Jerry and Lyn Grinstein
Ellen Hansen
Trevor, Judy and Nick (2018) Hill
John Hockin and Leith Barry
Yuquo Kawasaki
Dianne and  Irving Kipnes Foundation
Dick Koetsier (1984)
Betty and Leo Krysa
John Krysa (1976)
Kiichi and Etsuko Kurosu
Trish Labuda
Bert and Matty Lang
Frank and Louisa Lee
Lillian and Leroy Page Foundation
Hae June Lim and Youn Sook Kim
Paul Liu and Shining Chen
Kaleim (1999) and Elizabeth Manji
Rezwan Manji (2002)
Dale (1978) and Colleen Martin
McLean Foundation
Bruce McPhee
Ted and Judy Mills
David and Gretchen Mitchell
Doug and Vanessa (2002) Morcom
Jeff Murton and Kathryn Adrian
Keishi and Yoshiko Okuma
Oldland Family
Soonchun Park and Kyungmi Kim
Rick and Velisha Paskuski
Bud and Wendy Patel
Laurie (Rutherford) Pederson (1973)
John (1944) and Margaret Pitts
Christopher and Tara Poseley
Christopher Redcliffe (2003)
John and Lulita Reed 
Bill and Marian Ross
David Schneider Family
Peter and Indré Semogas
Robert and Mari Siceloff 
Andries and Twiny Smit
Kathy Staples (1982)
Dick and Hope Stroble
Tim (1981) and Suzy (Ostensoe, 1983) 
Tokarsky 
Tammie (Morrison, 1979) and Tony 
Toriglia
Rene and Karin Van Haren
Nancy Van Laeken
Simon Vermegen
Peter and Sue Wagener 
Peeter and Mary Wesik 
Biff and Dianne Wheeler 

Stuart and Corinne Wolfe
Benjamin Wong
Wilmer Family
Maw J. Yang
Trish and Steve Yatauro 
Je-Uk Yeon and Jung-Ae Lee
Young Family
Chih-Chen and Li-Wen Yu
Diane and Peter Zell
Weimin Zhang
7 Anonymous
Brentonians’ Circle ($10,000.00 + )
Bruce and Jeannie Alexander
Gordon Allan and family
Sheila and Kirk Bailey
Scott and Felicity Bailey
Art and Carole Barber
Barnes Family
Ernie and Jean Beaudin 
Ray and Christine Beaulieu
John and Barbara Beddome
Stephen and Kathy Bellringer
Rosanne and Brad Blaisdell
Shannon and Andrew Boddy
Jo and Shirley Briggs
John and Marg Briggs, Colin (1992) 
and Shaun (1993) Briggs
Brian and Liz Brown
John E. Buck (1932)
Florence V Burden Foundation
David (1993) and Danielle Burton
Ik Sung Byeun and Eun Suk Shin
Cable Family
Bill Callin
The Candy Family
Stephanie Carlson
John and Jennifer Carr
Brent and Clare Carson
R. Paul Castner
Alan Chan
Peter and Diane Chan
Chao-Jung and Hsiao-Ming Chang
Ollive and Hannah Cheng
John M. Chen-Wing
Leon Cheung
Miley and Gwen Clyne
Russ and Ellen Cmolik
Steve and Sheila Cowie
Drew and Jodi Craig
Don Danard 
John (1984) and Sandra Davis
Anne-Marie Decore
Robert Dixon (1994)
Giada Dobrzensky del Drago
Dejan and Vida Dordevich
Paul and Cathy Douglas 
Sandy (Sheckter, 1985) and Gabriel 
Eckenstein

Kasane Edmunds (2015) 
Marius (1977) and Andrea Felix
Jose and Laura Figueirinhas
Petra and Claus Flemming
Harry and Sandy Ford
Craig and Cindy Francis
Delia Jampel and John Frank
Robin and Jessie French
Curtis Garland
Rita Gausman
Marie Genest
Grant (1981) and Beth (Newton,1983) 
Gillies
Andrew and Gillian Golding
Andrea and Jens Grabowski
Adam Gray (1992)
John and Supattra Guiney
Steven Hammerschlag and Debra 
Reynolds
David (1980) and Brette Hampton
Isobel and Sandy Hardie
Linda Hardy 
The Hatch Family
Takao and Mika Hatori
Don and Natalie Hatton
Dan (2004) and Nikki Hincks
Gary and Su Yuan Ho
Stephen Ho and Susan Lee
Michael Holmes (1978) and family
John Holt (1982)
Kathryn Holt
Thomas and Fiona Honeybone
Hunter Family Foundation
Jane and Mark Jackson
Jang / Woo Family
Bill and Jessica Jesse
John C. Kerr Family Foundation
E.W. Kneeland
Bette Johns 
Clayton and Kate Johnston
Brian and Janine Jones
John and Maria Kavanagh
K. Kartushyn and P. Keele
John and Barb Keirle
Yong Ho and Mi Jeong Kim
Dennis King and Jackie Brumfield
Kevin and Doris Kuo
Sarah LaBonte (2018)
Cori Simms and Gary Last
Polly Lau and John Wherry
Judy and Nathan Laufer in honour of 
Andrew Laufer
Silken Laumann
Brent Lee
Leighton Family
Dan (1985) and Cheri Lethin
Craig Lightheart (1973)
Hank Lin and Jessie Hsu

Kevin and Ann Love
Bob and Barbara Lynch
Rob and Lesley Mackay
John Mackie and Kate Ecker
Michelle MacLaren (1982)
Sayuri Maeda
Imtiaz and Shahinool Manji
Kenna Creer Manos
Kyle Marsh (1978)
Jo Ann Martin
Brent Marykuca and Stella Du
Sarah and Andrew Matheson
Peter Mathieson
Steven and Vickie Mavromihalis
Ian (1947) and Pat Maxwell-Smith
The Mazzarella Family
Harvey McDougall
Liam McGowan
Bill and Ruth McIntosh
Robert McLennan
Bertha McVicor
Bruce Milne 
Dennis and Kathy Molnar
Bill (1965) and Barbara Morkill
Mike (1977) and Karen Murkowski
Joan Neil
Nielsen Family
Adaobi and Ayoola Olatunbosun
Hyung Sun Park and Mi Sook Lim
Dennis and Ashlyn Parolin
Grant and Tara Paulson
Brian and Jo Anne Pavlis
Dan and Gail Philippson 
Mairi Pigeon
Frances Plaunt
Cara Gordon Potter
Raffin Family
Harry and Anne Range
The Ratzke Family
Raymond James Canada Foundation
Lloyd and Treacy Reddington
Rebecca (Day, 1980) and Bill Reynolds
Ed and Betsy Richardson
Blake and Nicky Richardson
Dave Rinning and Margaret Morgan
Ashley and Cheryl Robbins
Charles Ruigrok and Jacqueline Pater
Chris Schmelzle
Bryan (1967) and Patti Scott-Moncrieff
Dong-Pyo Seo and Hyung Soon Park
Sheila Serup (1977) In memory of 
Alison McKerrow
Kyung-Rok Seung
Emily Koetsier Seville (1979)
Mary Margaret and David Shaw
Linda Side and Jim Munro
Richard (1974) and Shannon Tanner
Colin Tassin (1966)
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Thomas and Anna Tsui
Jill and Terry Ukrainec
Asahi and Yuiko Uno
Geoff Vale
Dwaine Van Eeuwen (1973)
Chris Van Vliet (1981)
Robert Van Wiltenburg
Sanjay and Masako Varma
Tina, Vik and Tara Vasvani
Grant Weaver (1965)
Dr. Kuo-liang Wei
Fred and Judith Welsh
In Memory of Dick Whittall (1940)
Betty White
Edna Widenmaier
Bill and Marion Wiese
Janet Will
Jean-Marie and Lisa Wilson
John and Leslie Wilson
Ashley and Melinda Witts
Courtenay Wolfe (1990) 
Te Heng Wu
Trish and Steve Yatauro
Paul and Priscilla Yip
Yasuo and Hiromi Yoneya
James and Holly Yoon
Philip Yuen and Shirley Chen
2 Anonymous 
Torch Society ($5,000.00 + )
George and Avril Abakhan
Bruce Abel (1982)
Don and Lois Abel
Joan Anderson

Robert Angle and Muriel Guillaume-
Angle
Jenica Ashlie
Blair (1985) and Assaly Family
Richard Attisha (1981)
John and Kim Barakso
Trish and Barrie Barootes
Tanya and Blake Barrett
Doug Bate (1968)
Beverley Bauche
Steve Bejanski
Mike Best
Murray, Kathryn and Carra Bowes
Jim and Jenny Broere
Michael Brown (2002)
In Memory of Richard Bennett Buxton 
1947
An Cao
Brian (1980) and Leslie Carr
Rhonda and Kirk Caza
Nicholas Chesterley (2006)
James and Lori Chestnut
Todd and Suzanne Chuckry
Eric Clarke
Jason Classon (1993)
Joseph and Frances Cohen
James Cole and Jamie Mason
Rod and Fusako Constable
The Corkal Family
Shelley and Paul Crawford
Morgan Crooks (1994)
Joey (Snyder, 1991) Dahlstrom and Per 
Dahlstrom

Wade Davis (1971)
Gord and Sally Deck
Carey and Albert Desloges
John and Ann Dufton
Duncan Paving
David Dutcyvich
Odd and Gisela Edstrand
Bruce and Susan Edwards
Murray and Carol (McPhee, 1978) 
Erickson
John Eymann
Haig and Mary Farris
Laura Ferreira  and Stephen Titus
Gottfried and Anke Fischer
Patty Fischer
Paul and Marnie Fleming
John and Sherry Floren
Ruth Flynn
Scott Frandsen (1998) and RBC
Terry and Kate Freeman
Juliette (Stronck, 1992) Freybe
Rita Fung
Will Gaherty
Gordon Food Service
Catherine Gibbons and Rebecca (1999) 
Kinkead
Andrew Gillespie (1942)
Eric Thor Gillund (1990)
Nicholas and Julia Glass 
Jim Greer
James G. Griffin
The Grimmer Family
Anar Halani

William and Lois Harn
Geoff and Keltie Harris
Dr. Edward Harvey and Dr. Lorna 
Marsden
Stephen Hayne (1979)
Tom and Ann Hennessy
Ira Hess-Weller
Norman Hildes-Heim
Daniel and Lisa Hill
Tina Hittenberger and Lauren Selman 
(2003)
Fraser Hodge and Wendy Baker
Dave Holland and Lynn Shaw
Richard and Susan Holmes - In honour 
of: Holmes Family
Doug Homer-Dixon (1944)
Matthias Huhne (1985)
Michael Hummel
Michael and Donna Hutchison
Byoung-Chul Hyun and Hye Jung Won
Bill and Marley Illerbrun
Bryce Jenner
Yun Keoun Jeong and Oak Lan Kim
Carol Denny and David Jiles
Sarah Hall and Derek Jonson
John and Heather Kahan
Hoover Kan and Helena Kwok
Ron Kelly and Margot Hillman
Jim and Janet Kennedy
Jong-Won Kim
Mina Y. Kim
Tae Sik Kim 
Woong-Seub and Hwang Yeun Kim

Lorraine Keen, Parent of Claire ‘18 & Isaac ‘20

"From the day I walked through the gates with my daughter, 
we became part of the Brentwood family. Now that my children 
have graduated, I miss the feeling I get whenever I would 
drive onto the campus. Brentwood students are extremely 
blessed to learn in such a wonderful place and may not realize 
until later in life what a gift their parents gave them. I donate 
because Brentwood is family and family helps one another. 
I want future students to continue to learn in this wonderful 
setting, even when they may not have the funds to do so. 
Brentwood gave my children more than an education; it gave 
them lifelong friends and for that I am grateful. I will continue 
to give to the Student Impact Fund and I hope you choose to 
as well, no matter the size of your donation”.

7 YEARS 
OF GIVING

Cara Potter, Parent of Michael ‘09 

"Brentwood did so much for my son. I attribute his 
success to the education and experience he had at 
Brentwood, which is why I give back and support 
this wonderful school, year after year”.

Colleen and Surj Johel, 
Parents of Braden ‘13

"Brentwood challenged 
our son and gave him 
opportunities to pursue his 
passion. We give annually 
in appreciation of what 
Brentwood did for Braden. 
Knowing that it will help 
provide other students with 
opportunities to succeed, 
motivates us to keep giving”.

11 YEARS 
OF GIVING

14YEARS 
OF GIVING

Jane McKillop, Parent of Donovan ‘14

"I donate to help to provide opportunities for bright 
and deserving students to obtain a quality education. 
Giving to the Student Impact Fund has become a 
family tradition and it’s our way of saying “thank you”. 
My son benefitted from an empowering education 
and was well prepared for his future. His life changed 
for the better, because of his Brentwood experience. 
He is now taking his “Grit and Joy” to the next level. 
27% of Brentwood students receive a bursary in order 
to attend. My father, who had a grade 8 education, 
was determined to provide opportunities for others. 
The Scotty McKillop Memorial Fund was set up for 
students who require financial assistance”. Down the 
road, perhaps a grandchild might benefit from that 
same precious opportunity."

11 YEARS 
OF GIVING

Knappet Construction
Larry and Lisa Konopski
Walter and Karen Kosteckyj
Marina Kushnir
Jennifer Law and William Lancashire
Bill and Denny Lang
Karen and Perry LaVallee
Julian Lees and Yuen Ming Hsu
Lijia Li and Ximing Jiao
Eduardo (1981) and Sheila Libin
Raymond Loch
Virginia and Parker MacCarthy
Greg and Marilyn Mack
Robert and Carol Manning
Scott Matheson (1979)
Ross and Donna Mathewson
Yoshihito and Michico Matsuda
Ean and Pat Maxwell
Heather McBride
Don McBride (1977)
Graeme and Patty McCauley
Lara and Bob McDonald
Jane McKillop
Judy McKinney
Vern and Sandra McShane
Karen Flavelle and Jamie McTavish
Tony Medina
Paul and Suzanne Merriman
Stanley A. Milner
Ivan and Arunya Mindlin
Christine Moffat
Jim and Jean Moore
David and Carol Morrison
Erwin and Manuela Mueller
Stephanie Mulvey and Chris Browne
Rob and Lucy Murdoch
Cheryl Murtland
Shawki Nasser El Dine
Dan O'Brien
Kevin (1986) and Xenia O’Brien
John O'Brien-Bell
John P. O'Donnell
Harold and Diana Oliver
Joan and Dave Park
Jerry Parks and Bonny O'Connor
Lorna Paterson
N.S. Pawliuk & Son Contracting Ltd.
Daniel and Trudy Pekarsky
Jim Perry
Bruce and Heather Phillips
Jim and Celia Pickles
Robert Pierce (1992)
Nick Prowse
Jill Purdy
Roger and Gwynneth Purnell
Harpreet and Elena Rakhra
Estate of Brent Rawlinson
Raz-Guzmán Family

Michael and Susan Reynolds
Jonathan Rhodes (2001) 
Bill and Helen Roach
Rick and Jennifer Rodrigues
Leslie and Susie Rudd
Robert and Shirley Salvail
Sheila Sandys-Wunsch
Peter Scarrow (1969) and Leonora Arca
Gary and Mary Schultz
Rosa and Klaus Schultz
Rob Scott and Mary Allen
Scragg Family
Howard and Linda Shannon
Derek Sharpe (1975)
Dan and Marnie Silbergeld
Debbie Sit
James Smith (1988)
Sally Smith
Simon Snellgrove
Tad and Jeanne Sommerville
Nancy (Liden, 1976) and Stephen 
Sorensen
Chris Spicer 
Don and Joan Stanley
Rob and Suzy Stephen
Judy Stewart
Skip (1967) and Judy Stothert
Rob and Shauna Strasdin
D'Arcy Stuart (2004)
Charlie and Kwang Soon Suh
Ed and Shirley Szerze
Neil and Rose Tanner
Ralph A. Thrall (1981)
Tides Canada Foundation
Melanie Toporowski
Tim Topper and Mary Martin
Vivian (Stillwell) Torres (1985)
Chien-Hua Tsai and Lin Mei Yun Tsai
Ming Tsai
Richard and Barbara Tsoi
David Uncles (2004) and Family
United Way of the Lower Mainland
Martin Van Keken
Neil and Miriam Vos
Hans Walbohm
Jing Yu Wang and Carina Zhou
Sheila Wappel-McLean
John and Sarah Whittle
Alan and Brenda Williams
Mike and Julie Williams
Corinne K. Wolfe
Carol Woodward
Andrew Wrenshall and Sonja Jovanovic
Timothy Yewchuk (1997)
Jacobus and Hillie Zwaan
19 Anonymous
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2020-2021

STUDENT IMPACT 
FUND

 5-9 years of consecutive giving
 10-14 years of consecutive giving

 15-19 years of consecutive giving
 20+ years of consecutive giving

Bronwyn Abbott (2002) 
John Adams
Lindsay Addison & Marshall Noir 
Ayodele & Titi Akindipe 
Jeff Allester (1972) 
Jack Allpress (2004) 
John & Celia Allpress 
Oliver (1996) & Robyn Amiel 
Mike (1992) & Chris Anderson 
Peter Andress (1989) 
Mark Annable (1980) 
Tracy & Glenn Arden 
John Armstrong (1983) 
Deepak Arora (1994) 
Jenica Ashlie 
Richard Attisha (1981) 
Neil & Tamara Aubuchon 
Bola & Rema Ayodele 
Lance Bai (2012) 
Brian M. Baird (1988) 
Amitabh & Shormila Bakshi 
Jennifer & Tim Baldwin 
Glenn Ball 
John & Kim Barakso 
Philip & Shannon Barnsley 
Trish & Barrie Barootes 
Tanya & Blake Barrett 
Wesley Barrett 
Leith Brooks Barry 
Murray Bayles (1972) 
Owen & Polly Baylis 
Jessica Beausoleil 
Gordon & Teresa Benoit 
Kilian & Katharine Berz 
René Bieberdorf (2013) 
Owen Billes (1985) 
Ian Bishop (1997) 
Sara Blair (1990) 
Rosanne & Brad Blaisdell 
Carey & Paula Booth 
Serge Brachet (1993) 
Geoff & Heather Bradley 
John Braithwaite 
In Memory of Raphael Kloc (1996) 

Trevor Briggs (2016) 
Dane Broere (2014) 
Danny & Carol Brown 
Shannon Brown 
Linda Bull 
Martin Burian (1981) 
David & Jane Burkmar 
Tom Burley (1973) 
David (1993) & Danielle Burton 
Derwin Cady & Lisa Moy 
Dave Calder (1996) 
An Cao 
Bruce Carlson (1964) 
Susanna Carmichael 
Brian (1980) & Leslie Carr 
Gord Celesta (1989) 
Renee Chan (2002) 
Nicholas Chesterley (2006) 
James & Lori Chestnut 
Dominic Chiam & Debby Maria 
Fred  Karen & Ashley (2020) Ciambrelli 
Jason Classon (1993) 
James Cole & Jamie Mason 
Michael & Jennifer Cole 
Toby Collis Handford (2015) 
Robert Common & Andrea (McDonald 
1975) Common  
Elspeth (Gilmour 1982) Cooper  
The Corkal Family 
Elizabeth Cosulich (2007) 
Kathryn Coull 
Mara Cowan (2003) 
Steve & Sheila Cowie 
Kirby & Audrey Cox 
Michael Craddock & Joan Wang 
Art & Mary Jane Crooks 
Crawford Crooks (2018) 
Hew (1986) & Kate Crooks 
Morgan Crooks (1994) 
Atholl & Deirdre Cropper 
Alexis Cruz de Echeverria Weber (2016) 
Keith Curtis & Krysta Atkin 
Tegwyn Curtis (2017) 
Gordon Cuthill (1981) 

Joey (Snyder 1991) Dahlstrom &  
Per Dahlstrom 
Nigel David (1997)  
Mark Davidson & Melanie St. Clair 
Kierstin De West (1991) 
Gord & Sally Deck 
Ruth Depew (1977) 
Mario & Marianna DeSandoli 
Carey & Albert Desloges   
Chelsey (O'Callaghan 2011) Deveau  
Robert Dixon (1994) 
Sean Dixon (1997) 
Giada Dobrzensky (1995) 
Paul & Catherine Donaldson 
The Draper Family 
David Duke (1982) 
Dan & Dina Duta 
J. Eaton & N. Kimberley 
Benjamin Edelstein & Miriam 
Barcimanto 
Jean Edge-Partington 
Jack Edson 
The Edwardson Family 
Peggy & Richard Elmes 
Carlos Erding Islas & Corina Fitznar 
The Ericson Family 
Anne Evamy (1981) 
Lynn & Rhys Eyton 
The Farrell Family 
Benjamin Felix (2006) 
Jeremy Ferreira (1996) 
Laura Ferreira & Stephen Titus 
Lee Ferreira (1998) 
Kennedy Feyi 
Jeff & Cathy Field 
Jose & Laura Figueirinhas 
Asaph & Hemsa Fipke 
Andrea Flemming (2000) 
Petra & Claus Flemming 
Paul & Marnie Fleming 
Katrina Flores (2014) 
Christina & Jordan Foerster 
Sean Foote (2005) 
Erika Franchesca De Asis Chan (2019) 

Dr. P E & Jose Frangou 
Tobias Freccia & Lisa Giblin 
Emma Freeman (2012) 
Thomas Freeman (2011) 
Hayden Frisch (2014) 
The Frisch Family 
Venny Fu 
James Furney (1985) 
Leigh Fusick 
Blake & Robin Gage 
Ryan Gallagher (2003) 
Jim Ganley & Jill Napier 
Brock Garden 
Brian Genge (1970) 
Diana (Cheng  1984) Germain  
John Giannatsis & Susana Centeno 
Ian Gillespie 
Jaqueline Gillespie 
Grant (1981) & Beth (Newton 1983) 
Gillies 
Eric Thor Gillund (1990) 
Glacier Helicopters LTD 
Russill Glover (2011) 
Andrew & Gillian Golding 
Andrea & Jens Grabowski 
Graduway 
The Graham Family 
The Griffin / Mendes Da Cruz Griffin 
Family 
Gerald & Lyn Grinstein 
Monica Gross 
Ursula Gross 
John & Supattra Guiney 
Henry Guo & Sherry Xing 
The Tsetsos / Guy Family 
Michael & Melanie Hadfield 
Anar Halani 
Jackie Hall 
Jennifer Hall (1989) 
Sarah Hall 
Ellen Hansen 
Harris & Company LLP 
Cynthia Harris (1996) 
Mike Harris (1992) 

Holly Harrison 
The Harrison Family 
Crystal Harvey (1993) 
Roger Hassol & Gretchen Andrews 
Brian Hawksworth (1971) 
Neil Heard 
Karen Hedquist & Terry Marshall 
Val Hemminger 
Nola (Gregson 1973) & Tim Hendrie 
Tom & Ann Hennessy 
The Hersant Family 
Tom Herschmiller (1996) 
Daniel & Lisa Hill 
Christoph Himmelstein 
Dan (2004) & Nikki Hincks 
Reesa Hinks 
Reid & Natalie Hockin 
Fraser Hodge & Wendy Baker 
Michael Holmes (1978) 
Richard & Susan Holmes - In honour of: 
Holmes Family 
John Holt (1982) 
Bruce Homer (1969) 
Thomas & Fiona Honeybone 
Jordan Hood (1990) 
Arata Horiguchi & Sunghee Kwon 
Blair Horn (1979) 
Tanya Horn (1985) 
Juliette Hudson 
Greg Hughes (1992) 
The Hull Family 
Elizabeth Hunt 
Joey Hutchison (2012)  
The Igbinosa Family 
Tim & Kathrin Ilchmann 
Hikari & Mamiko Imai 
Dana & Louis Imbleau 
Gregory & Analise Ipatowicz 
Isak Jaama & Mushtaq Samater 

Nicola & Gary Jacques 
The Jang / Woo Family 
The Jarvis Family 
Bill & Jessica Jesse 
Surj & Colleen Johel 
Clayton & Kate Johnston 
Simon Jones 
Patrick Johnston (2006) 
Dr. Kasandra Joss 
Annette Juch 
Scott Kameron (1995) 
Hoover Kan & Helena Kwok 
Chad Kanovsky (2006) 
The Kapuscinski Family 
In memory of Colin Keen (1989) 
David Kennedy 
Brian (1967) & Jill Kenning 
Danielle & Wyatt Killam 
Mina Kim 
YongTae Kim & HyeJung Han 
Adrian & Leslie Kimberley 
Steve & Kristen King 
Melissa Kish 
John Kitson (1982) 
In Memory of Raphael Kloc 
Holley Kushniryk (1980) 
Edwin Landale (1966) 
Allison (Zell  2008) Landry  
Bill & Denny Lang 
Drew Langer 
Cathy (Anderson 1994) Lapointe  
Naomi (Melhuish 1998) Larkins  
James Larsen (1999) 
The Lavigne Family 
Christina Lea 
Jason Ledingham 
Brent Lee 
Kyungsu Lee 
Julian Lees & Yuen Ming Hsu 

John Legg & Sarah Strother 
George & Corinne Leite 
Dan (1985) & Cheri Lethin 
Joshua Levenberg & Verna Kuo 
Edward Li & Silian Zheng 
Brian Lim (1976) 
Ming Ling & Juhong Xu 
Peter Litherland (1987) 
Bonnie Loewen 
Brian & Doreen Long 
Jacqueline Long 
Paul Long 
Jenny Xiu-Juan Lu 
John & Julie Luna 
Virginia & Parker MacCarthy 
Ben MacDonald (2019) 
Christopher MacDonald & Alexandra 
Farrugia 
Will MacDonald (2020) 
John Mackie & Kate Ecker 
Julie Mahfood 
Eileen Mais 
Sarah & David Mais 
Kenna Creer Manos 
Roxanne Marion 
David Markham (1988) 
The Martin Family 
Brent Marykuca & Stella Du 
Sarah & Andrew Matheson 
Paul Mathieson (1981) 
Steven & Vickie Mavromihalis 
Joan & Brian May 
Erica Mayer (2011) 
Dave & Lisa McCarthy 
Gary McCollum & Jane Krul 
Charles McDiarmid (1974) &  
Kari-Anne Caswell 
Kennedy McDiarmid (2021) 
Lara & Bob McDonald 
The McDougald Family 
Harvey McDougall 
Ryan (1993) & Kirsten McElgunn 
Jane McKillop 
Neil McKinnon & Sian Spacey 
Richard & Irene McLeay 
Meghan McLeod 
The McLernon Family & Colliers 
International 
John (1982) & Marie McNeill 
Kirsten (2014) & Teagan (2016) McNeill 
Ian McPherson & Michele Fry 
Kristi McReynolds 
The Midgley Family 
Julie Miller 
Katherine Miller (1973) 
Karena Skelton & Michae Miller 
Ted & Judy Mills 
Morgan Milward 

Christine Moffat & Tim Wakaruk 
Jacqueline Moller (1996) 
Lorraine Montoya & Greg Leonard 
Bill (1965) & Barbara Morkill 
Eric Mueller (1992) 
Rainer Muller & Family 
Clifton Murray (1998) 
Julie Murray 
Scott Murray 
Jaya Murthy (1993) 
Cheryl Murtland 
Gillian Nasmith 
Phil Newns 
Zoon Nguyen & Catherine Halligan 
The Nielsen Family 
Kevin (1986) & Xenia O’Brien 
Catharine O'Brien-Bell (1977) 
Mateo Ocejo (1993) 
John O'Donnell & Katherine Stevenson 
The Oluyede Family 
Isaac & Comfort Onwuama 
Gord Pace & Diana Madsen 
Michelle Pace 
Jeff Pardee (1981) 
David & Shirley Parks 
Dennis & Ashlyn Parolin 
Luke Parolin (2021) 
Shannon Passmore (1989) 
Bud & Wendy Patel 
Mitali Patel (2016) 
Rianne Pater (2010) 
Randy & Alison Patton 
Brian & Jo Anne Pavlis 
Laurie (Rutherford 1973) Pederson 
Josh Pekarsky (1985) 
Andrea & Gerry Pennells 
Adriane Pettit 
John Pettit (1988) 
Cole Philipp (2015) 
Stef (1987) & Jeff Philipp (1985) 
Liam Philipp (2019) 
Bruce & Heather Phillips 
Tyler Pickford (2015) 
William Pickles (2003) 
Detlef & Jennifer Pieritz 
Neal & Karen (Middleton  1981) Pirie 
Nellie Pitoniak (2009) 
Ed Pitoniak & Kate Barber 
Nellie Pitoniak (2009) 
Steve Pointon (2005) 
Carolyn (Snyder 1989) & David Pollock 
Christopher & Tara Poseley 
Cara Gordon Potter 
John Pulos (1984) 
Hamish Purdy (1985) & Jayne Craig 
Jill Purdy 
Craig & Eva Quackenbush 
Bonnie Randhawa 

Peggy Elmes, Emeritus Faculty (1997 - 2020)   
Parent of Conor ‘10

“A Brentwood education provides a life changing 
experience that sets a teenager on a positive path 
to their future. The unique tripartite program offered 
by the school gives every student the opportunity to 
truly explore and discover all of their talents, while 
the campus environment encourages positive social 
responsibility and the importance of being inclusive. 
These opportunities should not come with limits, 
which is why I continue to give monthly to bursaries. 
I know that somewhere out there a young person is 
benefiting”.

15 YEARS 
OF GIVING
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Christopher Redcliffe (2003) 
John & Lulita Reed 
Michael Reed (1993) 
Jennifer (Rossi 1996) Reilly  
Rebecca (Day 1980) &   
Bill Reynolds 
Jonathan Rhodes (2001) 
Hugh Rimmer (2020) 
David & Lynn Robertson 
Stephen Rockstroh & Gay 
Wilmerding 
Rick & Jennifer Rodrigues 
Marie Rogers 
Rick Rollins (1966) 
Melanie & Jim Ross 
Sara Ross 
Jessica (Purdy 1988) Rozitis  
Jeffrey & Kayoko Ryan 
John & Tina Ryan 
Dave & Erin Ryder 
Herbert & Moira Sacks 
Kelly Salloum (1979) 
David Sander (2000) 
Jas & Sandy Sarao 
Elton & Moonyi Satusky 
Peter Scarrow (1969) & Leonora Arca 
Dale Schack & Constance Cudrak 
Julia Schack (2018) 
Erika Schade (2004) 
Drew & Catherine Schembre 
Brad Schock (1978) 
Wayne & Susan Schoneck 
Susan Schroeder 
Nick Schubert (1995) 
Michael Scott-Harston (1972) 
Ian Scott-Moncrieff (1966) 
Tanis Secerbegovic (1993) 
Olof & Iris Seidel 
Sharon (Addison 1987) Selby  
& Nigel Selby 
Jeremy Sells (1997) 
Lauren Selman (2003) 
Sheila Serup (1977) In memory  
of Alison McKerrow 
Deklon Shadlock (2020) 
Mason Shadlock (2018) 
Tom & Shona Shadlock 
Naama & Ishai Sharabi 
John & Kirsten Sharp 
David Shaw 
David Sheffield 
Jennifer Sheldon 
Christa Shirtliff (2013) 
Branlin (2004) & Ashley Shockey 
Katie Siceloff (2013) 
Tyler Siceloff (2007) 
Robert Siceloff 
Calvin Simpson (2013) 
Tracy & Kevin Sinclair 

Nolan Sisett (1994)  
Ryan Skardal 
Erin Skinner (1991) 
James Smith (1988) 
Kelly & Annabelle Smith 
Phil & Maraina Smith 
Sally Smith 
Laurence Smythe 
Blair Sorby (1984) 
Alex Speers (1972) 
Chris Spicer 
Elisette Sroka Carlson (1995) 
Lily Stewart 
Brant (1993) & Jill Stone 
Mike & Barb Stone 
Charles Stonecipher 
David Stroble (1994) 
Peter Stroble (1992) 
Armin & Beatrice Strunz 
D'Arcy Stuart (2004) 
Bev Suderman 
Liam & Marilou Sullivan 
Fang Sun 
Yehong Sun 
Takuo Suzuki (1997) 
Sergey & Helen Syshchikov 
Lion Tautz (2017) 
Astrid Theriau 
Dominic Therrien & Marie Caron 
Christine Tiva 
Kunimasa & Makiko Tomita 
Melanie Toporowski 
Hailey Toriglia (2012) 
Tammie (Morrison 1979) &  
Tony Toriglia 
The Kronis/Traub-Werner Family 
Dani Trueman (1999) 
Eddie Tsai (1985) 
Gordon Tuck & Jennifer Pelton 
Jim Turner (1973) 
Graeme Turvey 
Mark Tustin 
Garry Ullstrom (1980) 
Muslim & Irina Umiryayeva 
Vern & Sandra Van Leuven 
Trevor & Shannon Van Oostrom 
Chris Van Vliet (1981) 
Vancouver Foundation 
Daniel Vanderwerff & Kelly Choi 
Jan & Venessa Vasko 
Simon Vermegen 
Maya Villanueva (2007) 
Victoria Foundation 
Maya Villanueva (2007) 
Lisa-Marie Vowk 
Tamara Vrooman & Gregg 
Burkinshaw 

Samara Walbohm (1989) &  
Joe Shlesinger 
Jack & Bev Wallace 
Brian Wallace & Sabrina Stewart 
Erik Walle (1997) 
Carol Wappel 
Harold Wardrop & Sharon Hall 
Tim (1984) & Jody Waring 
Jenna & Jordan Warner 
Louis Watson (1969) 
Dr. N Paul Watson (1969) 
Amy Weinberg (2005) 
Bob & Susan Weinberg 
Jonathan Weintraub 
Adam Wensley (1981) 
Mark & Melissa West 
Joanna Weston 
Donald (2008) & Angela Wheaton 
The Wheaton Family 
Joel R. Whist (1982) 
Murray White (1984) 
Sam White 
In Memory of Dick Whittall (1940) 
Edna Widenmaier 
David P. Wilkinson (1971) 
Jean-Marie & Lisa Wilson 
Janine Wilton (1993) 
Brad Wintrup (1983) 
Tyler Wish (1998) 
Mark Wismer & Ulrika Drevniok 
Buddy Wolfe (1995) 
Corinne Wolfe 
Sarah Wolinsky 
Benjamin Wong 
Paul Wong & Winnie Ho 
Peter & Alice Wong  parents of Ivan 
(1997)  Rex (1998) & Ann (2002) 
Martin Wood &   
Dianne Carruthers-Wood 
Kip Woodward (1974) &   
Nancy Van Laeken 
Connie & Mike Worth 
Darian Wrenshall (2015) 
Trish & Steve Yatauro 
James & Holly Yoon 
The Young Family 
Kevin Yu & Sandy Li 
Philip Yuen & Shirley Chen 
Scott & Tori Zehner 
Diane & Peter Zell 
Ettore Zuffa (2019) 
Berle Zwaan & Diane Howe 
Jacobus & Hillie Zwaan     

Jill Purdy, Parent of Hamish ‘85 
& Jessica ‘88

“My father, Forrest Rogers ‘30, 
was instrumental in getting 
Brentwood re-started after the 
original school burnt down. 
Two of my children, Hamish 
Purdy ‘85 and Jessica (Rozitis) 
Purdy ‘88 attended Brentwood 
and loved the school. My 
grandson, Cameron Purdy 
‘20 is a Brentonian, and my 
nephew Benjamin Rogers will 
be part of the Class of ‘24. 
The school nurtured my kids 
and I’m forever grateful to 
the many people who were a 
part of that, especially John 
Allpress who was so kind to 
us over the years! I choose to 
show my gratitude by making 
an annual gift”.

18
YEARS 
OF GIVING

Jenica Ashlie, Parent of  
Parker ‘12

“Every year when the annual 
giving program comes out, 
I am making my Christmas 
card list and thinking of all 
the people that have made 
a difference. My Brentwood 
donation goes out with my 
Christmas cards. The caring, 
wisdom and support that my 
son Parker was shown during 
his time at Brentwood has 
made a lasting impression. I 
continue to support student 
bursaries knowing that the 
funds will be put to good use”.

11
YEARS 
OF GIVING

WHY WE 
CONTINUE TO GIVE
17 YEARS OF GIVING: THE DECK FAMILY STORY

A key part of my role within the Advancement Team is 
building relationships with Brentwood donors. Last October, 
I met with former parents, Gord and Sally Deck. I wanted 
to know WHY they’ve given to Brentwood, year after year, 
for 17 years and counting? Over coffee, we reflected on 
their family’s Brentwood experience. Their story is one of 
Brentwood illuminating a path for a teenager in search of 
direction.

The Deck’s eldest child, James, joined Brentwood for 
Grade 8 in 1996, graduating in 2001. James had an innate 
gift for computers and technology. The faculty tailored 
his academic program in ways that unleashed that gift 
and taught James the value of using his skills in practical 
applications. The tripartite program developed James into 
a well-rounded person. In 2000, he participated in the First 
XV Rugby Tour to Australia. He told his parents that he 
loved the country and was sure one day he would live there. 
In 2003, he returned to Australia for a one year “working 
holiday” and has been there ever since. He still regards that 
Rugby Tour as the trip of a lifetime.

James founded Clevvi, a technology and innovation 
consultancy in Australia, in 2004. The resilience, leadership, 
passion and drive needed to build a successful business 
are traits that James credits to his Brentwood experience. 
He has continued to invest in his education, earning an 
MBA in 2013. James also developed a love of the ocean 
while at Brentwood. He sailed, participated in Sea Rescue 
and braved the frigid Mill Bay waters to obtain his SCUBA 
certification. He continues to enjoy SCUBA diving in 
Australia near his home on the Gold Coast, where he lives 
with wife, Chrissy (a high school dance and drama teacher), 
and their children, Maggie (3) and Charles (1). 

As I learned from both James and his parents, Brentwood 
was a truly transformational experience that forged a 
pathway to the life he has now. I am so grateful to the Deck 
family for sharing their story with me, and for their 17 years 
of consecutive giving. Thank you to all of our committed 
donors who give back year after year. 

Tracy Arden
Manager, Student Impact Fund

Luctor Et Emergo…
”I Struggle and I Overcome”
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Heather and Bruce Phillips are third generation 
owners of a 60 acre cabernet sauvignon 
vineyard - Vine Hill Ranch - located in 
California’s Napa Valley. They began their 
Brentwood journey when their son Nate ‘21 
arrived in 2017 for his Grade 9 year (Rogers 
House). Nate’s sister Eliza ‘23 joined her brother 
in 2020 for her Grade 9 year (Allard House). 
We often speak about the “Brentwood family” 
and its existence in many forms and locations, 
literally all around the world. From the moment 
they chose Brentwood for their kids, the Phillips 
family have opened their hearts and their 
home to support the School in any way they 
can. Multiple times, they have hosted incoming 
parents (and their children) who want to learn 
more about their new school. Whether it’s one 
of Heather’s boxed lunches, or tacos and wine, 
the mood is welcoming, and the conversation 
is helpful. Families leave feeling grateful for the 
opportunity to connect. 

Building community, not just on campus 
but wherever our students and parents call 
home, is a big part of what makes Brentwood 
so special. We are so grateful to Bruce and 
Heather for their ongoing support, and look 
forward to their next event, whenever that may 
be!

Are you interested in hosting an event for 
Brentwood families in your community?

If so, please contact Tracy Arden at   
tracy.arden@brentwood.bc.ca

OUR 
AMBASSADORS
THE PHILLIPS FAMILY FROM NAPA VALLEY

Eliza '23, Heather, Nate '21 & Bruce Phillips

VOLUNTEERING
AT BRENTWOOD
Our parent volunteers were missed this year on campus! We look forward to welcoming you back in 2021-22.

Thank you to the parents who welcomed students into their homes over school breaks, and to all of our staff volunteers who 
went above and beyond to help make wreaths and decorations for the festive season, assisted at the Snowball, worked 
behind the scenes at the musical, helped make the Grad Class of 2021 events special, or lent a hand at numerous student 
events. We couldn’t do it without you!

Alice Smith, Peter (dog) &
Cecilia Dressler - Edmonton AB

Jessica and Sofia Shortis, Sabina Jelvis, 
Isaac Ryan & Jack Shortis - Whistler BC

Emily Pavlis, Lilli Schmidt &
 Amy Pavlis - Beaverlodge, AB

Christina Foerster, Kiara Jensen, Brooklyn 
Foerster & Debbie Zhang - Cobble Hill, BC

Ember (dog), Petra Kuret, Annika Maiorino, 
Gabe Maiorino & Lilly Otto - Capilano suspension 

bridge - North Vancouver, BC

Anton Spinelli & William Heard - Stearman 
Beach, West Vancouver, BC

Sabina Jelvis, Jenny Li & Annie Li - Whistler BC

Katie Lenarcic & Simret Sarao - 
Maple Bay BC

Rowland Legg, Buchannan Fritz, Benjamin-Dion 
Ilchmann, Harry Sharp - Gondola in Whistler, BC

Gwynnie Frye, Jax (dog) 
& Emily Erickson -  Vancouver, BC

Yehya Jama, Cooper Junger, Will Pirie, Steven 
Gaisbichler & Max Stewart - Brentwood Bay, BC
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BEAT CANCER CAUSE 

YOU CAN’T BEAT HOPE
On Monday, April 5th, Assistant Houseparent Mr DeSandoli 
stood before the assembly of Hopelings at our weekly 
house meeting to gauge interest in and encourage the 
fundraising and participation in Brentwood’s annual Relay 
For Life for the Canadian Cancer Society.

“Three thousand dollars?” I chuckled, casting a knowing 
glance to my little sister “Do you really think we could raise 
that much in only five days?” “If we make it to three thousand 
dollars,” Mr DeSandoli exclaimed “fundraised through the 
combined effort of all you girls reaching out to friends and 
family members under the Hope House banner, I will dye my 
hair and eyebrows pink!”

Now this raised quite the commotion within our teal-
themed common room, but I was still left skeptical, not at 
Mr DeSandoli’s willingness to go full pink to represent his 
Hope House pride - an opportunity I suspect he had been 
waiting for, for some time - but at the ability of myself and 
the 50-odd girls surrounding me of raising upwards of three 
thousand dollars in such short amount of time.

Little did I know Hope House would propel this initiative 
forward with such spirit and determination that we would 
raise over $18,000 for cancer research and treatment within 
a few short days.

In retrospect, Mr DeSandoli remarks “I think the girls were 
all blown away by how much they could accomplish by all 
pulling together to support a cause. They were also amazed 
by how much their friends and family wanted to support 
them in their fundraising efforts and ended up raising six 
times the initial goal that they set for themselves.”

Not only had cancer scarred the lives of everyone in that 

room when this project was first pitched, but the Hope 
girls’ devotion to Mr Desandoli, whom many of us call ‘Dad’, 
and his family with one son who recently survived cancer, 
propelled us in our motivation to truly impact this cause.

From Grade 9 to 12, all the girls of Hope House wanted to 
contribute their time, effort and donations from friends and 
family. “It was really heartwarming to see everyone raising 
money in any way they could” says Gillian D, Hope ‘21. “I 
saw people posting on social media and raising awareness 
constantly. It truly showed how much we can accomplish as 
a house.”

Sarah G, Allard ‘21 undertook the responsibility of organizing 
all fundraising for this cause and she shares her thanks and 
congratulations to Hope House for “an incredible fundraising 
effort.”

Following a day-long celebration and cheerfest for the 
runners participating in Brentwood’s Relay For Life out 
on the field on April 10th, and Thursday’s big reveal of Mr 
DeSandoli’s hot pink head of hair at Assembly (we neglected 
the eyebrows for fear of blinding him) along with our three 
other in-residence faculty, Houseparent Ms Hedquist and 
RFAs Ms Legassicke and Ms Woito sporting fashionable hot 
pink streaks or undercuts, Hope House was buzzing with 
excitement and pride.

One gigantic thank you is owed to the DeSandoli family 
for putting their trust and faith in Hope House, Sarah G 
and B-Well for organizing, and everyone who donated or 
contributed to this cause in any way. Thank you!

Maddy W, Hope ‘21

BRENTWOOD STUDENTS GIVE BACK ON 

GIVING TUESDAY

On December 1st we showed our spirit by wearing our house tee-shirts, while the Advancement Team launched a Giving 
Tuesday campaign that went out to the entire Brentwood community. In the spirit of giving, students were invited to get 
involved and make a donation of $2 each. The house with the most coins collected in their respective jars would get to 
decide which local non-profit to direct ALL of the student donations to.

The Rogers boys were the victors and chose to donate the total to the local food bank. On December 17th, four Rogers 
boys delivered a cheque for $520.00 to our local food bank.

Anthony Burkinshaw ‘21
Santino Gulino ‘21
Callum Phillips ‘21
Steve Gaisbichler ‘22
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Nominate an alum today for the 

2022 Old Brentonian Awards

DO YOU KNOW AN OLD BRENTONIAN 
WHO HAS MADE MEANINGFUL 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THEIR COMMUNITY? 

SOMEONE WHO HAS BEEN A LEADER 
IN THEIR FIELD OR COMMUNITY AND 
DRIVEN POSITIVE CHANGE? 

SOMEONE WHO HAS MADE THE WORLD 
A BETTER PLACE? 

FOR AWARDS CRITERIA, WAYS TO NOMINATE & PAST AWARD RECIPIENTS VISIT:
WWW.BRENTWOOD.BC.CA/ALUMNI/OLD-BRENTONIAN-AWARDS

EXTRAORDINARY YOUNG 
BRENTONIAN AWARD
Recognizes an Old Brentonian, 35 years of age or 
younger, for significant career achievements and/
or service to society.

OUTSTANDING 
BRENTONIAN AWARD
Recognizes an Old Brentonian for outstanding 
career achievements and/or service to society.

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT 
AWARD
Recognizes an Old Brentonian for distinguished 
lifetime career achievements and/or service to 
society.

On Saturday, March 6, 2021, the School hosted its first ever virtual Old Brentonian 
Awards Ceremony, which was viewed by thousands of students, staff, alumni, friends, 
and family around the world. The Ceremony was preceded by our annual Careers Day 
event, also completely virtual this year for the first time. After formally thanking our 26 
careers day speakers, we honoured the following three alumni, who prepared video 
acceptance speeches and words of wisdom for our current students. The recipients of 
this year’s Old Brentonian Awards were nominated by alumni and selected by our Old 
Brentonians Executive group of alumni volunteers.

6TH ANNUAL 

OLD
BRENTONIAN 
AWARDS

Watch the complete Awards Ceremony 
on our YouTube Channel!
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Wade attended Brentwood from grade 11 to 12, graduating 
in 1971. He is a Professor of Anthropology and the BC 
Leadership Chair in Cultures and Ecosystems at Risk at the 
University of British Columbia. Between 2000 and 2013 he 
served as Explorer-in-Residence at the National Geographic 
Society. Named by the NGS as one of the Explorers for the 
Millennium, he has been described as “a rare combination 
of scientist, scholar, poet and passionate defender of all of 
life’s diversity.” 

An ethnographer, writer, photographer and filmmaker, Davis 
holds degrees in anthropology and biology and received his 
Ph.D. in ethnobotany, all from Harvard University. Through 
the Harvard Botanical Museum, he spent three years in 
the Amazon and Andes as a plant explorer, living among 
15 indigenous groups in eight Latin American nations while 
making some 6000 botanical collections. His work later took 
him to Haiti to investigate folk preparations implicated in the 
creation of zombies, an assignment that led to his writing 
The Serpent and the Rainbow (1986), an international best 
seller later released by Universal as a motion picture. In 
recent years his work has taken him to East Africa, Borneo, 
Nepal, Peru, Polynesia, Tibet, Mali, Benin, Togo, New 
Guinea, Australia, Colombia, Vanuatu, Mongolia and the 
high Arctic of Nunavut and Greenland. Davis is the author of 
320 scientific and popular articles and 23 books including 
One River (1996), The Wayfinders (2009), Into the Silence 
(2011) and Magdalena (2020). His photographs have been 
widely exhibited and have appeared in 30 books and 100 
magazines, including 

National Geographic, Time, Geo, People, Men’s Journal, and 
Outside.

His many film credits include Light at the Edge of the 
World, an 8-hour documentary series written and produced 
for the National Geographic, and Earthguide, a 13-part 
environmental series created for the Discovery Channel. His 
most recent film, El Sendero de la Anaconda, a 90-minute 
feature documentary shot in the Northwest Amazon, is 
available on Netflix.

A professional speaker for 30 years, Davis has lectured at 
over 200 universities and 250 corporations and professional 
associations. In 2009 he delivered the CBC Massey 
Lectures. He has spoken from the main stage at TED five 
times, and his three posted talks have been viewed by 7 
million. His books have appeared in 20 languages and sold 
approximately one million copies.

Davis, one of 20 Honorary Members of the Explorers 
Club, is Honorary Vice-President of the Royal Canadian 
Geographical Society, and recipient of 12 honorary degrees, 
as well as the 2009 Gold Medal from the Royal Canadian 
Geographical Society, the 2011 Explorers Medal, the 2012 
David Fairchild Medal for botanical exploration, the 2015 
Centennial Medal of Harvard University, the 2017 Roy 
Chapman Andrews Society’s Distinguished Explorer Award, 
the 2017 Sir Christopher Ondaatje Medal for Exploration, 
and the 2018 Mungo Park Medal from the Royal Scottish 
Geographical Society. In 2016, he was made a Member 
of the Order of Canada. In 2018 he became an Honorary 
Citizen of Colombia.

2021 LIFETIME 
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
WADE DAVIS (WHITTALL 1971)

Trish attended Brentwood from grade 10 to 12, graduating in 
1988 from Alex House. She founded Screen Siren Pictures 
in 1997 and is a leading Western Canadian feature film, 

documentary, television, digital producer and director. With 
more than 30 documentary and feature film credits over her 
twenty-eight-year career, her projects have won acclaim, 

2021 OUTSTANDING  
BRENTONIAN AWARD
TRISH DOLMAN (ALEX 1988)

2021 EXTRAORDINARY 
YOUNG BRENTONIAN AWARD
SEAN MONTEIRO (WHITTALL 2015)

awards and have screened at various marquee international 
festivals. 

Trish’s credits in 2020 include French Exit, a feature film 
adaptation of Patrick DeWitt’s award-winning novel starring 
Michelle Pfeiffer and Lucas Hedges for Sony Pictures 
Classics and Sony Worldwide that closed the New York 
Film Festival last fall and earned Pfeiffer a Golden Globe 
nomination for Best Actress in 2021; The New Corporation: 
The Unfortunately Necessary Sequel which premiered at 
TIFF and made the qualifying list for Best Documentary 
Feature for this year’s Academy Awards; Citizen Bio, 
a feature-length documentary she directed about the 
subculture of biohacking which premiered on Showtime 
and Crave last fall. Other recent credits include Indian 
Horse, an adaptation of Richard Wagamese’s award-winning 
novel, which was the most successful English-Canadian 
film of 2018; and Canada In A Day, for which Trish won the 
Canadian Screen Award for Best Director, Documentary, 
and was executive produced by Ridley Scott and inspired by 
Kevin Macdonald’s Life in a Day. 

She is currently producing British Columbia – A History, 
a landmark four-part historical documentary series for 
Knowledge Network, set to premiere in 2021; and executive 
producing Bones of Crows, a dramatic miniseries for the 
CBC, produced, written, and directed by award-winning 
filmmaker and playwright Marie Clements.

 In 2003, Trish was the youngest recipient of Women in 
Film & Video Vancouver’s Woman of the Year Award and 
received Veuve Clicquot Ponsardin’s La Grande Dame 
Woman of Distinction. In 2010 she was named one of the 
100 Most Influential Women in British Columbia by the 
Vancouver Sun. In 2020, she received the Douglas Dale 
Industry Builder Award from Sim Video and is nominated 
for the 2021 Indiescreen CMPA Established Producer Award 
with her producing partner Christine Haebler. 

Trish regularly mentors emerging filmmakers and producers 
through Women in the Director’s Chair, the CMPA and the 
Alberta Producer Accelerator. She is committed to elevating 
female and BIPOC producers, writers, and directors. 

 

Sean attended Brentwood from grade 10 to 12, graduating 
in 2015 as a proud Whittall House alumnus. He is a Queen’s 
University mechanical and materials engineering graduate 
and was named a Dean’s Scholar in recognition of his 
outstanding academic performance by the Faculty of 
Engineering and Applied Science for the 2019-20 academic 
session. Now based in Toronto, Sean is the CEO of social 
payments venture Bounced Inc. and he has set his sights on 
drastically improving the financial payments and ticketing 
verticals across North America.

While studying at Queen’s, Sean was an investment 
associate at Front Row Ventures – a student led venture 
fund that invests and supports Canada’s brightest young 
entrepreneurs looking to generate solutions to the world’s 
most pressing problems. Additionally, he worked as a 
research assistant at the Kingston General Hospital, secured 
a patent in assistive devices, managed an array of student 
organizations, and played rugby with the Queen’s Gaels.

Professionally, Sean’s affinity for innovation was 
demonstrated throughout his time at General Motors and 
Circ Advanced Urban Mobility where he filed 4 patents 
& 1 defensive publication to the USPTO with respect to 
automated driving and user experience, supported GM 
Ventures in evaluating the promise of external companies, 
scaled Circ’s Stockholm scooter fleet by 20x, and helped 
manage Circ’s Nordic operations prior to its acquisition by 
Bird.

During his leisure time, Sean enjoys hiking, playing sports 
with friends, and traveling the globe.
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CAREER 
EDUCATION: 
A YEAR IN REVIEW
JESSICA BEAUSOLEIL, UNIVERSITY COUNSELLOR/
CAREER EDUCATION PROGRAM COORDINATOR

Thank you to the following young alumni who generously volunteered their time 
to speak to the Grade 12s at the “Faculty Focus Groups” virtual event: Kyle Van 
Wiltenburg ‘17, Olamide Olatunbosun ‘18, Flavie Belanger-Jones ‘17, Youngeun Lee 
‘14, Emma Walker ‘16, Holly Collis Handford ‘17, Kavi Grewal ‘17, Crawford Crooks ‘18, 
Hanna McNeill ‘17, Delaney Barth ‘17, Natalie Lawrence Ramirez ‘15, John Edson ‘18, 
Caitlin Wardrop ‘16, Emma Frish ‘17, Zjaya Doman ‘19, and Maddison Andrews ‘15

As we reflect on what we’ve learned over the past year full 
of uncertainties, it is important to recognize that, ironically, 
our sense of community and connectedness at Brentwood 
proved to be stronger than ever when we pivoted to a year 
of exclusively virtual events. Rather than see the inability 
to welcome visitors to campus as a barrier, we created an 
opportunity to reach out to alumni from across the globe to 
join us for two uniquely virtual events. 

Our second annual “Faculty Focus Groups” event in 
November included 16 young alumni guest speakers. Grade 
12s were able to register for panel sessions which each 
included two alumni speakers who joined via Zoom to share 
their post-secondary journeys, ranging from Fine Arts to 
Commerce to Direct-Entry Medicine. A fully virtual Careers 
Day event was also made possible, with 26 alumni speakers 
Zooming in to discuss their career journey with over 500 

students. In addition to students seeking out alumni mentors 
on the Brentonian Connect platform as part of their Career-
Life Education 10 and Career-Life Connections 12 classes, 
many students were inspired by alumni who spoke at the 
above events, reaching out for further mentorship. Several 
students took advantage of the platform’s digital Jobs 
Board, with some gaining work experience opportunities 
through those alumni connections.

Next year’s Faculty Focus Groups event will include Grade 11 
and 12 students and we plan to run Careers Day on a hybrid 
in-person and Zoom model next spring. We look forward 
to continuing to grow the Career Education program and 
creating enriching opportunities for students to learn more 
about the possibilities that lie ahead.
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CAREERS DAY
Brentwood and its students were incredibly lucky to have 26 fantastic alumni 
speakers (from across Canada and the US, Hong Kong, Dubai, France, and Senegal) 
join us for our first ever completely virtual Careers Day on March 6th. 

One of the best parts about Careers Day is the number of connections that continue 
well after the event has wrapped up. Several of our speakers are now mentoring 
students who attended their sessions on our Brentonian Connect platform. 

We are extremely grateful to this year’s inspiring speakers for sharing their time and 
expertise with our students. Thank you also to current student Emily N, Allard ‘22 for 
her terrific article about Careers Day, written for the Brentwood Blog

To read Emily's 
blog please 

follow QR code

Thank you to the following 
alumni who generously 
volunteered their time and 
career expertise for this 
important event: 
Benjamin Butterfield ‘82,
Jessi Chai ‘08 
Nicholas Chesterley ‘06 
Brian Decker ‘00 
Amy Dordevich (Van Vliet) ‘05 
Grant Fredericks ‘78 
Annika Hammerschlag ‘08 
Julie Hawrishok ‘99 
Jae Won Hyun ‘11 
Candice Kim ‘11 
Angela Li ‘04
Steve Livingstone ‘99
Michelle Mazzarella ‘13
Lauren McClellan ‘07
Corina Morrison ‘85
Eric Mueller ‘92
Geoff Mullins ‘97
Boyd Sloan ‘04
Alex Speers ‘72
Nick Spicer ‘86
Jim Stewart ‘95
Ryan Van Haren ‘03
Ashley Will ‘11
Jordan Wille ‘10
Kris Woldu ‘02
Taichi Yoneya ‘00

2,800
USERS ON 

BRENTONIAN 
CONNECT

2,300
ALUMNI

1,220
WILLING TO 
CONNECT & 

MENTOR

500
STUDENTS, 
PARENTS & 

STAFF

WHY SHOULD I 
JOIN BRENTONIAN 

CONNECT?

WWW.BRENTONIANCONNECT.COM

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Promote your business, professional services, 
even vacation rentals; find other alumni/
parent-owned businesses with special 
Brentwood offers 

GLOBAL ALUMNI DIRECTORY
Find your old classmates in 55 countries 
around the world; reconnect and send direct 
messages 

JOBS BOARD 
Share openings at your organization or apply 
to jobs posted by others 

MENTORSHIP 
Boost your networking or sign up to mentor 
students and young alums

VOLUNTEER 
Sign up to be a Class Rep, Careers Day 
speaker, or to help host a Brentwood event in 
your area
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OLYMPIC GAMES
TOKYO 2020
Brentwood is incredibly proud to have graduated 24 Olympic rowers (including Ned Pratt, Los Angeles 1932 - back cover, 
and Syndey Payne - read below for more), and 28 Olympians altogether, during the history of the School.

Whether we were up at 3 am watching the Canadian women’s rowing eight gold medal victory or catching up on the 
excitement over breakfast the next morning, whether we corralled our friends and family into cheering a dozen events or just 
tuned in for our favourite athlete, the Tokyo “2020” Olympics meant something to each of us.

Here at Brentwood, we were especially proud to encourage, follow, and cheer three “Old Brentonians” (alumni) who 
competed at the highest international level this year.

Brentwood College School’s Associate Director of Advancement Amy Weinberg, Gwynneth ‘05, reached out to all three 
athletes and asked them about their experience at the Olympics. Here are some of the comments she received back from 
each of them.

SYDNEY PAYNE, ALEX ‘15 
WOMEN’S ROWING FOR CANADA
“I don’t know if it is even possible to 
sum up my experience at the Olympics 
yet as it hasn’t fully sunk in. It was 
such an honour to go to the Olympics 
representing Canada and Brentwood. 
[...] Our heat and rep were good races 
but we knew we had much more. We 
just had to put all the pieces together 
in the final. The night before our final 
we talked about having the best race 
possible on the day that mattered the 
most, leaving it all out there. That is 
exactly what we did. With the motto of 
“never enough”, we took control of the 
race from start to finish knowing we 
could never back off no matter what 
happened.”

MATTHEW SHARPE, ELLIS ’09 
MEN’S TRIATHLON FOR CANADA
“It was an incredible experience 
representing Canada at the Olympics 
in Tokyo. And was definitely a 
childhood dream realized. Although we 
did not have the screams of spectators 
I certainly felt the support from home, 
and of course from the incredible 
Brentwood community. A highlight 
from the Games was reconnecting 
with an Ellis housemate of mine, Andre 
Coquillard, while in the Olympic village. 
It is cliché to say it’s about the journey 
and not the destination, but there is 
often truth in clichés. I am so grateful 
for the incredible road to Tokyo, which 
was certainly aided by my time at 
Brentwood!” 

ANDRE JIN COQUILLARD, ELLIS ‘09
MEN’S RUGBY FOR KOREA
“Just like Brentwood introduced rugby 
to me, we were able to introduce 
rugby to the Korean public with our 
passionate performances. It was an 
absolute honour to represent my 
country and be a torchbearer for 
Brentwood and the rugby program 
on the biggest stage. I cannot wait 
to cheer on and support the next 
generation of Brentwood athletes at 
future Olympic Games. Finally, I would 
like to thank my Brentwood family 
for the messages of support and to 
congratulate my fellow Brentionians 
Matt and Sydney on their participation 
and achievements in Tokyo.”

 
CONGRATULATIONS TO THESE OLD BRENTONAINS ON THEIR REMARKABLE ACHIEVEMENTS THIS YEAR!

HIGHLIGHTING ALUMNI AND THEIR PASSIONS
PASSIONS
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WHAT ARE YOU CURRENTLY DOING 
PROFESSIONALLY?
I am working on film productions in Vancouver 
as an Independent Producer. I’ve been doing 
that since my early 20s. My last film was a 
horror film called “The Hollow Child” and I just 
finished shooting a time-travel comedy this 
year. To balance that (and to make money), I 
work in property management.

WHAT ACHIEVEMENT(S) ARE YOU MOST 
PROUD OF?
Right now, learning to cook well over 100 meals 
since the start of the pandemic.

HOW DO YOU DEFINE SUCCESS?
Success to me is creating enough value and 
momentum in the work that you love to do, so 
that you can continue doing it without worrying 
financially. That is not easy in filmmaking. There 
are a lot of things along the way that look like 
successes but end up leading nowhere.

WHAT MOTIVATES YOU TO GET OUT OF BED 
EVERY MORNING?
Having another day to learn something new or 
work on things that challenge me creatively.

WHAT WAS THE LAST NEW THING YOU 
TRIED?
 I’m currently trying to learn enough about basic 
electronic components to make a 1980s drum 
machine.

SPECIFIC SKILL(S) YOU DEVELOPED AT 
BRENTWOOD THAT YOU USE TO THIS DAY?
I learned to be independent. Leaving home 
at age thirteen to live in a shared dorm room 
does that to you. Also, how to cross-multiply 
proportions in math class. 

FAVOURITE BRENTWOOD TEACHER(S):
John Allpress

WHY?
Because he took the time to tell you he 
believed in you.

DO YOU HAVE A FAVORITE QUOTE OR 
MANTRA?
“Nothing lasts…But nothing is lost. Everything 
is changing into something else.” – Terence 
McKenna

IF YOU COULD CHANGE ONE THING ABOUT 
THE WORLD, WHAT WOULD IT BE?
The lack of Asian representation in North 
American media, in front of and behind the 
camera, has always been an important cause 
for me. It is important to have role-models that 
look like you. I recently spent five years in a role 
with the Vancouver Asian Film Festival to try to 
do my part.

WHAT’S NEXT FOR YOU? 

Half of me wants to take more risks as I get 
older and the other half wants to simplify things 
as much as possible. I’m uncertain which part of 
me will win when we get to the other side of the 
pandemic.

ONE PIECE OF ADVICE FOR CURRENT 
BRENTWOOD STUDENTS?
Don’t discount trade schools like BCIT or 
Ryerson. There are many paths and short-cuts 
to finish a 4-year degree after a 2-year technical 
diploma and you will have more job-ready skills 
afterwards. I went back to BCIT after getting my 
university degree. I wish I did it the other way 
around.

ROBIN CHAN 
PRIVETT ‘95
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WHAT ARE YOU CURRENTLY DOING PROFESSIONALLY?
I’m a researcher at a charity called Founders Pledge - a 
community of entrepreneurs who have pledged to give away 
a portion of their wealth. I evaluate different causes and 
charities to figure out where their donations can have the 
most impact.

WHAT ACHIEVEMENT(S) ARE YOU MOST PROUD OF?
I’ve loved working in different countries. I did my graduate 
research on forest conservation in rural Panama, and after 
that worked for the U.N. in Rwanda. Collecting the data for 
my thesis in areas without electricity, internet, or plumbing 
has helped me appreciate the little things in life (like toilet 
paper).

HOW DO YOU DEFINE SUCCESS?
Building a life that fulfils my values.

WHAT MOTIVATES YOU TO GET OUT OF BED EVERY 
MORNING?
I’ve been heavily influenced by a movement called “effective 
altruism”. It’s a community of people trying to use reason 
and evidence to do as much good as possible with their 
careers and resources. While our world is full of injustice, we 
have many, many opportunities to improve it!

WHAT WAS THE LAST NEW THING YOU TRIED?
Sadly the strict London lockdowns have limited 
opportunities for novelty. The best, and maybe only, new 
thing I’ve tried lately has been Eritrean food (it’s delicious!).

SPECIFIC SKILL(S) YOU DEVELOPED AT BRENTWOOD 
THAT YOU USE TO THIS DAY?
Other than good study habits, of course, I learned how to 
serve overhand in Mrs. McLean’s tennis class and have been 
dominant on the court ever since.

FAVOURITE BRENTWOOD TEACHER(S):
Mr. Snow, my chemistry teacher and houseparent, was 
especially important to me.

WHY?
He was a principled and conscientious role model who 
helped me gain a tremendous amount of self-confidence.

DO YOU HAVE A FAVORITE QUOTE OR MANTRA?
My friend David once wrote an essay called “If you’re 
good, you need to talk more”. The gist is that cautious, 
open-minded people are more likely to self-censor, which 
allows overconfident people to dominate conversations. 
Reasonable people need to speak up more!

IF YOU COULD CHANGE ONE THING ABOUT THE 
WORLD, WHAT WOULD IT BE?
Humans naturally think on short timelines, implicitly 
“discounting” future costs and benefits. As a result, we 
disastrously ignore the welfare of future generations (there’s 
a terrific book about this called The Precipice). If I could 
change anything I would cautiously lower the strength of 
this discount rate.

WHAT’S NEXT FOR YOU? 

For now, I’m working on a project about how we can 
facilitate international cooperation between countries to 
reduce the risk of future global catastrophes. But as soon as 
we can travel again, I’ll be hopping on a plane to somewhere 
with hot weather and spicy food.

ONE PIECE OF ADVICE FOR CURRENT BRENTWOOD 
STUDENTS?
Unfortunately, from the advisee’s perspective good and bad 
advice usually look the same! One thing I try to remember is 
to stay focused on what truly matters to you.

STEPHEN CLARE 
ROGERS ‘11
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WHAT ARE YOU CURRENTLY DOING PROFESSIONALLY?
I’m finishing my bachelor’s degree at McGill University and 
volunteering with a non-profit organization called Vent Over 
Tea - a free service that provides confidential, in-person 
active listening to all members of the community to promote 
mental wellness and connection. Prior to the pandemic, one 
was able to book a “vent session” on our website and then 
meet with one of our active listeners in a local Montreal 
café. Now we offer our services virtually so they’re available 
globally to anyone and everyone. 

WHAT ACHIEVEMENT(S) ARE YOU MOST PROUD OF?
I am very proud of how successful my pet sitting business 
has been. I started it when I was in my 2nd year of university 
and it was a fun way to earn money while spending time with 
animals. I have used my business as a way to cope with my 
mental health while getting some exercise in. I’m also very 
proud of the work that I have done and continue to do with 
Vent Over Tea. I’m the go-to person for university students 
looking to participate, and I streamline all the university 
events with Vent Over Tea. 

HOW DO YOU DEFINE SUCCESS?
Success for me is knowing I have done the best I can with 
what I have at the end of each day.

WHAT MOTIVATES YOU TO GET OUT OF BED EVERY 
MORNING?
Knowing that the work I’m doing is making a difference 
in people’s lives. It took me a while to realize just how 
important my mental health is and that it’s ok to not feel 
okay all the time. 

WHAT WAS THE LAST NEW THING YOU TRIED?
Learning a new language - I’m now a beginner in Spanish! I 
didn’t realize how difficult it would be but it was worth it.

SPECIFIC SKILL(S) YOU DEVELOPED AT BRENTWOOD 
THAT YOU USE TO THIS DAY?
Resilience, tenacity, self-confidence, commitment!

FAVOURITE BRENTWOOD TEACHER(S):
My houseparent Ms. Cheung and my pottery teacher Mrs. 
Elmes

WHY?
Mama Cheung helped me adjust to boarding school and 
she really made Mack House feel like a second home. Mrs 
Elmes is one of my favourite teachers because she taught 
me the importance of being kind and being patient. Learning 
pottery was hard and it took time and effort for me to get 
better at it. I would have given up if it wasn’t for Mrs Elmes. 
She believed in my abilities and helped me realize that I 
should believe in myself too..

DO YOU HAVE A FAVORITE QUOTE OR MANTRA?
“You can’t pour from an empty cup” 

IF YOU COULD CHANGE ONE THING ABOUT THE 
WORLD, WHAT WOULD IT BE?
I would change the fact that people are generally scared of 
difference. I wish our differences brought us together more 
than tore us apart. 

WHAT’S NEXT FOR YOU? 

Hoping to do more work in mental health and wellness once 
I have graduated. This is only the beginning of what I know 
will be a very successful future.

ONE PIECE OF ADVICE FOR CURRENT BRENTWOOD 
STUDENTS?
Appreciate the mental health days at Brentwood because 
they are essential. Taking care of your mental health is just 
as important as your physical and emotional health. It’s 
difficult to remember that self-care matters because we live 
in a world that values productivity over happiness.

NTANDOYENKOSI 
HAANYAMA MACK ‘16
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WHAT ARE YOU CURRENTLY DOING PROFESSIONALLY?
I’m the founder and CEO at GLDN.com. We’re a jewelry 
company that creates delight and connection through 
personal, meaningful pieces.

WHAT ACHIEVEMENT(S) ARE YOU MOST PROUD OF?
Being able to share my passion for creating with the 100+ 
people working at GLDN and our customers.

HOW DO YOU DEFINE SUCCESS?
Finding and living your purpose.

WHAT MOTIVATES YOU TO GET OUT OF BED EVERY 
MORNING?
Just generally being excited about the possibilities that lie 
ahead.

WHAT WAS THE LAST NEW THING YOU TRIED?
Yesterday, my son wanted to teach me some “parkour” 
moves. I can now confidently vault a park bench like a boss. 
He thought I was pretty cool.

FAVOURITE BRENTWOOD TEACHER(S) AND WHY?
Mr. Tate was probably my favourite. But the most impactful 
were Mr. Allpress and Mr. Prowse. Both literally changed 
the course of my life. I wouldn’t have been able to attend 
Brentwood if Mr. Allpress hadn’t worked some last minute 
magic to make it happen. And if it weren’t for Mr. Prowse, I 
would not have attended Princeton.

DO YOU HAVE A FAVORITE QUOTE OR MANTRA?
I have a lot of mantras...depends on what I need to focus on 
at the time!

IF YOU COULD CHANGE ONE THING ABOUT THE 
WORLD, WHAT WOULD IT BE?
For there to be no ego. It would lead to us dropping our 
facades and being able to relate to each other with greater 
humanity and authentic connectedness.

WHAT’S NEXT FOR YOU? 

I see conscious business as a key to creating positive 
change in the world. There’s a lot more I need to learn about 
leadership to be able to lead our company through more 
growth while continuing to build something that everyone at 
GLDN can be proud of.

ONE PIECE OF ADVICE FOR CURRENT BRENTWOOD 
STUDENTS?
Put time aside early to connect with what you’re truly 
passionate about. I lost a lot of time going down the wrong 
paths and chasing things for the wrong reasons. I wish I’d 
spent time trying to understand myself better to get at what 
really makes me tick. So I’d say make it a goal to uncover 
your superpower. Then spend time thinking about how you 
can share that with the world. When what you do in your 
career aligns with your gift, everything else will align too. 
You’ll create and contribute from a place of real inspiration 
and power. I believe that’s the secret to finding success.

CHRISSY 
LAVDOVSKY
ALEX ‘98
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LESLIE 
SZAMOSI
ELLIS ‘84

WHAT ARE YOU CURRENTLY DOING 
PROFESSIONALLY?
Currently I’m working on evolving our executive 
MBA at CITY College into a dual-degree program 
between the University of York and the University 
of Strasbourg as well as getting involved in a lot of 
post-pandemic business research and consulting. 
I’m also involved in accrediting MBA programs 
globally.

WHAT ACHIEVEMENT(S) ARE YOU MOST PROUD 
OF?
I am most proud of the impact that my teaching, 
consulting, and research has had on professionals 
working in SMEs, to leading MNCs in the eight 
countries for which I’m responsible. There is no 
better feeling than knowing you are making a 
difference through the work you love.

HOW DO YOU DEFINE SUCCESS?
Success is when one keeps striving to do better, 
especially following failure.

WHAT MOTIVATES YOU TO GET OUT OF BED 
EVERY MORNING?
The opportunity to make a difference, as small and 
insignificant as it may seem at the time. Many times, 
the differences come much later.  

WHAT WAS THE LAST NEW THING YOU TRIED?
The last new thing I tried was to develop a web 
portal myself and not have to rely on our IT 
department. It worked – but they won’t admit it!

SPECIFIC SKILL(S) YOU DEVELOPED AT 
BRENTWOOD THAT YOU USE TO THIS DAY?
Public speaking with respect for others and their 
opinions.

FAVOURITE BRENTWOOD TEACHER(S):
All were impactful but Rob MacLean stood out.

WHY?
He introduced me to the world of public speaking 
and debating which still impacts me to this very 
day whether I’m talking to 5 people or 500. I now 
volunteer at a local high school teaching various 
types of public speaking and oratory techniques. 
His words of wisdom still resonate and are now 
impacting others.  

DO YOU HAVE A FAVORITE QUOTE OR MANTRA?
“Do unto others as you would have them do unto 
you” 

ONE PIECE OF ADVICE FOR CURRENT 
BRENTWOOD STUDENTS?
Let your dreams guide you, but not blind you! Be 
explorers and get ready for the next change you 
will need to adapt to.
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WIZ 
WENSEL (BITTORF) 
HILTON ‘79

WHAT ARE YOU CURRENTLY DOING PROFESSIONALLY?
I continue to build on my career as a contemporary, abstract 
painter and mixed media artist. I’m launching a line of 
wearable art called WIZ WENSEL STUDIO with the help of 
a Montreal-based company. It incorporates my artwork into 
sustainable clothing and products for the home. People can 
learn more at www.wizwensel.com

WHAT ACHIEVEMENT(S) ARE YOU MOST PROUD OF?
Experiences such as spending a summer at an ashram as 
a teen, to some soulful trekking through Southeast Asia 
at 30, instilled a need to pursue a path of spiritual growth, 
awareness and meditation. This had an immense impact on 
how I’ve chosen to manage the challenging circumstances 
of a lengthy spinal injury and then cancer. The rest is 
immaterial.

HOW DO YOU DEFINE SUCCESS?
Living life with integrity, a sense of purpose, self-awareness, 
well-being, appreciation and joie de vivre!

WHAT MOTIVATES YOU TO GET OUT OF BED EVERY 
MORNING?
A good sleep, sunlight seeping into the room, the aroma of 
espresso, the studio calling...

WHAT WAS THE LAST NEW THING YOU TRIED?
Working with resin in the studio.

SPECIFIC SKILL(S) YOU DEVELOPED AT BRENTWOOD 
THAT YOU USE TO THIS DAY?
Training in the girls’ rowing program solidified a steady 
desire for health and fitness, which continues today. My art 
teacher, Mrs. Jackson, taught me how to ‘see’ when drawing. 
Sharing a residence with 25+ girls built valuable relationship 
skills, and my role as a House and School Perfect developed 
leadership and diplomacy skills.

FAVOURITE BRENTWOOD TEACHER(S)
Nick Prowse.

WHY?
Nick was an exceptional and inspiring teacher of World 
History and American History. He was a very knowledgeable 
and passionate instructor who demanded respect and 
engagement from his students. 

DO YOU HAVE A FAVORITE QUOTE OR MANTRA? 

I have two: ‘Live in the present moment’ and ‘Live your life 
by example’

IF YOU COULD CHANGE ONE THING ABOUT THE 
WORLD, WHAT WOULD IT BE?
Many of the world’s issues such as inequality, violence, 
poverty, conflict of religions, climate change and 
environmental destruction, could be dramatically and 
positively affected if humanity embraced R-E-S-P-E-C-T for 
themselves, each other and the natural world.

WHAT’S NEXT FOR YOU?
Continuing to grow my new line of Wearable Art and Home! 
International travel to the Mediterranean or the South 
Pacific, once the pandemic subsides and travel is on the 
rebound.

ONE PIECE OF ADVICE FOR CURRENT BRENTWOOD 
STUDENTS?
EVERYTHING we do has an impact on others: be it positive 
or negative. The choice is up to you, as to how you make an 
impact and the footprints you leave along the path. 



Jessi Chai’s hospitality career has taken her to the Swiss 
Alps, the glitz and glamour of Dubai, the mountains of 
northern Oman, and cast away on an island in the middle of 
the Indian Ocean. Her most recent move has taken her to 
Hong Kong where she is responsible for Communications 
and Project Management for Greater China at Marriott 
International.

Following her graduation from Brentwood in 2008, Jessi 
attained a Bachelor of Arts at Simon Fraser University with 
a Major in English Literature and a Minor in Early Childhood 
Education. Her desire to nurture preschool children 
following her studies quickly took a turn, as she made her 
first step into the world of luxury hotels, falling in love with 
the dynamic inflow of diverse people at the Fairmont Pacific 
Rim in Vancouver, BC. Following this newly cultivated 
passion, Jessi moved to Switzerland to complete her MBA 
in International Hospitality & Service Industry Management 
from Glion Institute of Higher Education in 2014.

During her studies, she received an offer from Movenpick 
Hotels & Resorts in the United Arab 
Emirates, where she held various 
roles over two years. From there, 
she took on her first managerial 
role as Assistant Marketing and 
Communications Manager at 
Anantara Resorts & Spa based in 
Oman. After two years in Oman 
(which she intimates should definitely 
be a country on your go-to travel 
list) the Maldives came knocking 
and once again she was on a jet plane to yet another 
remote location, this time as Director of Marketing & 
Communications for the W Hotels & Resorts.

Always open to new adventures, Jessi continues to follow 
her career around the world, exploring diverse cultures, 
languages and foods while waltzing away at her computer 
and teaching the occasional yoga class to friends, family, 
and aspiring yogis.

We sat down (virtually) with Jessi in Hong Kong, to talk 
about her time at Brentwood, her career, her aspirations, 
and what she has learned along the way in her globe-
trotting career. Here are some excerpts from our discussion.

HOW DID THIS JOURNEY INTO HOSPITALITY AND 
GLOBE-TROTTING START FOR YOU?
I was a fresh graduate, finish my degree from SFU, and 
wondering what I was going to do with this fresh piece of 

paper. My mum said, “You love people so why don't you 
try working for hotels?” And I thought it was a great 

idea! I was so naive at the time that I didn't even know 
that it was possible to have a career in hospitality 

and marketing. So, I applied for a couple of jobs 
and thought this was exciting. I loved the job 

title. I just applied for everything, not knowing 

anything. But I didn’t get any callbacks ... then I thought, 
Oh my goodness what is wrong? I desperately wanted a 
job so I applied for housekeeping, and got an interview. 
The lady that I met with, I think she was the Director of 
Housekeeping at the time, looked at me and said I really 
admire your passion but I don’t think housekeeping is for 
you but let’s try around the corner in the little cafe and see 
if food and beverage need somebody. My eyes lit up again. 
I got my second interview a few days later. I did not know 
the difference between a cappuccino and an Americano. I 
mean, I was a lifeguard getting myself through university. I 
didn’t know a thing about coffee. But they must have seen 
something in me because I got the job. 

It was the best place to start because you see all the 
regulars, the bosses, the entrepreneurs, who come in 
for their soy something fancy. You start to get to know 
their names and see them all the time. After six months 
of working there, I talked to my boss. I had a great 
support team, super encouraging in so many ways. So 
after six months, I said to my boss, “I love this job and I’m 

heartbroken because I would now 
love to go back to school and study 
hospitality before I don’t want to 
study anymore.” He suggested that 
I go to Switzerland. So I looked into 
it, and a couple of months later I 
said to him, “Look I’m serious about 
this now and I will have to quit. 
And I’m going to go to school in 
Switzerland.” They supported me 
the whole way. They even paid for 

my hotel there for the first five days! They did not have to 
do any of that. That’s really how it all started. Fairmont and 
I taking on this challenge to leave Vancouver and move to 
Switzerland. Had I not done that, I probably would have just 
stayed in Vancouver. 

SO WHAT PRECIPITATED THE MOVE INTO MARKETING 
AND COMMUNICATIONS?
After completing my MBA from the Glion Institute in 2014, I 
said yes to a management trainee program with Mövenpick 
Hotels & Resorts in Dubai. I went through a one-year 
rotation of all the departments and found the Marketing and 
Communications most appealing. I had great mentors who 
showed me the ropes and encouraged my social media 
ideas.

HAVING TRAVELLED TO OVER 40 COUNTRIES, WHICH 
ONES STAND OUT TO YOU?
Oman. Absolutely the most underrated place ever! Beautiful 
people, amazing culture, amazing nature - I did not want 
to leave Oman. It was so beautiful. Being in Oman for two 
years was not only the best for me but it was also the role 
that pushed me up in my career. I think I learned the most 
in Oman and at this hotel specifically. It was so beautiful, 

WWW.BRENTWOOD.CA  |  121  120  |  THE BRENTONIAN 2021

THE 
SEARCH 
FOR 
SOMETHING 
MAGICAL
JESSI CHAI, ALLARD ‘08
DIRECTOR OF 
COMMUNICATIONS AND 
PROJECT MANAGEMENT 
OFFICE - MARRIOTT 
INTERNATIONAL ASIA

I do believe that everything 
and everyone we meet 
along the way happens 
when we need it most.
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such an iconic hotel. If you ever get a chance to watch BBC’s 
Amazing Hotels: Beyond the Lobby, in Season 2 along with 
the Marina Bay Sand they look into the lives of all the hotel 
guests. They really do tell the story of not just the beautiful 
resort but touch on the people there, which is amazing. 
When I first got to the resort, one of the first meetings I had 
was with BBC from the UK who were seeing if we would 
qualify for the show. It was an hour-long episode and they 
came to film for twenty one days. At that moment I thought, 
I have no idea what I am doing. I've never done media to 
this extreme before. Yet here I am being thrown in the deep 
end. I either sink or I keep going. Some of it you just pick up 
along the way and I’ve just been really lucky. Again I always 
come back to the people, because it was this amazing film 
crew and amazing team. Oman shaped me, in so many ways. 
If you haven’t gone, you need to go! 

SO, FOR BRENTWOOD SPECIFICALLY, WHAT KIND OF 
STUDENT WERE YOU?
Oh, that’s a good question. I was the very typical Asian, 
shy, sat in the front row, didn’t talk to anybody, only had 
Asian friends, very shy. I mean the only thing about me that 
was not stereotypical was that I sucked at math and I didn’t 
play the piano. I did not take Math 12. I was very much into 
Outdoor Pursuits, the sailing club, the running club, anything 
that brought me outside. 

My favourite class would have to be pottery with Mrs Elmes. 
Gosh, I loved her. I was more into the art side and sucked at 
sciences. I was a terrible student but I was quiet and always 
sat in the front row and always did my homework. Nothing 
rebellious. I didn’t hit that at Brentwood. I wish I would have 
been a little bit more outgoing. Because I was just super shy. 
I loved cookie break and breakfast and meal times because 
all the cafeteria ladies were so awesome. I just remember 
them being the fun time at school. They just weren’t afraid to 
be goofy and silly. I loved that energy.

WHAT WAS SPECIAL ABOUT THE SCHOOL FOR YOU?
Mermaid forever! Gwynneth/Allard 2008. So, we were the 
last set of girls to live in Gwynneth and then the next year, 
my Grade 11 year, we were the first girls to live in Allard 
House. My Houseparents were Lorraine Blake, the dance 
teacher, and Jill Fougner. And then in came the Carr Family, 
Mr and Mrs Carr. And I think my best friends are from 
Brentwood. It doesn’t matter how far I travel around the 
world, it's the core of the relationships that I have and still 
keep today. It stays true to my heart. I send them postcards 
from wherever I am. And they love it! Because at least I get 
to say hello from around the world. 

You know what has also stuck with me? The number 
one inspections. I think, when you're younger you don’t 
appreciate it, but growing up and having to live on your 
own you realize that yes, it’s great to clean up and colour 
coordinate your clothes and stuff. I think that really stuck 
with me. I changed it to Sunday I think, but it was consistent, 

that clean-up once per week. I think that’s why Brentwood 
was so great because you have your arts on some days 
and you have your sports, you have that kind of structure, 
it helped me develop me. You don’t appreciate it at the 
time. Definitely not. But every morning you wake up, and it’s 
like that dewy foggy morning and breakfast. It’s just it was 
so amazing those three years at Brentwood. The best of 
friends, and art, and even the food. 

DO YOU THINK THERE WAS ANYTHING IN THAT 
EXPERIENCE THAT INFORMED WHERE YOU ENDED UP? 
I was definitely slow to find my own two feet in exactly what 
I was to become in life. No, I don’t think that a moment ever 
happened to me. I was not only shy but I thought I wanted 
to be a teacher. I didn't know what was out there and what 
was being offered. I was just trying to finish school. A lot of 
Brentwood kids are very intelligent; they go in having their 
end goal in mind. I didn’t have that. I knew I wanted to do 
something important but I didn’t figure it out until it started 
to happen. And now, having joined hospitality, and really 
being able to share my story and influence other people and 
younger girls and boys and tell them to go for it - I think is so 
great. 

Wait, I’d never thought about this before, but you know what, 
it was the art, the afternoon classes, that did shape me. The 
art classes, the photography classes, all the creative side 
and also running for me was something else I also started 
with Tate Rose’s dad, Rob. And then there was a cafeteria 
lady who would always run in the back with me. I think her 
name was Lorraine? She drove a little Volkswagen Beetle, 
like the one in Scooby Doo! Amazing lady. She, and that I 
even remember this is so strange, she always smelt lovely 
and it was Coco Chanel, her perfume. She always ran with 
me at the back of the pack. 

Now thinking back, it goes back again to all the stories you 
hear as a kid, that life is not a race. You can be the last one. 
I still run to this day. If I don’t run I don’t feel alive. So, I wake 
up every morning before work and I run for 5km. Now that 
I’m thinking about it, it does all add up. The arts and running, 
it does actually all fit, the little pieces all the way. 

WHAT HAVE YOU LEARNED MOST THROUGH YOUR 
TRAVELS? ABOUT YOURSELF?
I find it fascinating how different cultures behave, face 
conflict, and work together. I have learned that nothing is 
constant and that happiness comes from within. I used to be 
on the search for something magical, then, in the Maldives 
confronted with the Robinson Crusoe lifestyle, I realized that 
happiness comes from within. It’s a state of mind that can be 
influenced easily and we can choose to appreciate all the 
small things. 

SO WHY THE MOVE TO HONG KONG?
Ideally the location and being closer to Taiwan where I was 
born and being able to see my family more often. Having 

traveled to 40+ countries in the past seven years it’s surely 
time to place family close.

WHAT IS ONE OF YOUR BIGGEST TRAVEL HACKS?
Oh my goodness, okay. I travel a lot but I am the worst 
traveller. I’ve gone to the airport and I’ve forgotten my 
luggage! I’ve gone to the airport and not had a Visa! I’ve 
gone to the airport and sat at Starbucks and missed my 
flight! I literally send my tickets to my friends so they can 
set an alarm and Whatsapp me to make sure I am on my, 
at the airport, or checking in. It’s different checkpoints of 
Jessi getting on her flight. It’s a constant joke. But my advice 
would be to always have a pen so you can fill out forms. 
That’s the simplest thing I can say. And that one I have not 
screwed up yet. 

WHAT DRIVES YOU? AT WORK? PERSONALLY?
It may sound crazy but I just love my job! I love the planning 
of events, influencer visits, the excitement of photoshoots 
and videoshoots followed by the anticipation of the final 
work. I guess just being able to wake up in the morning with 
a smile and try to make a difference in the world. My role 
model is also my mother. 

ANYTHING YOU'D LIKE READERS TO TAKE AWAY FROM 
YOUR EXPERIENCES?
Say yes to yourself and all the possibilities that lie ahead. 
Dream big, be kind and be bold!

It’s really all about the people and you always meet them 
again in some way. So as cliche as it is, it’s so true: treat 
each other the way you want to be treated. A simple good 
morning with genuine excitement or thank you that was 
really nice. Or sometimes just simple cookies. I think it goes 
beyond hospitality in such a strong way. Now, we can keep 
in touch with Zoom and social media and everything, and 
we feel connected. Even things like writing a person a little 
How are you? How actually are you? You came into my mind, 
I thought about you. The little things matter.
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rowing experience. We continued to improve each year, and 
in my final year, I was fortunate enough to Captain the team 
to its best finish in 20 years at the National Championships. 
I then spent four years training on the Canadian National 
Team to qualify for the Olympics. Those were four very 
tough years, but they only reinforced the traits that I 
developed at Brentwood - dream big, work hard to achieve 
your goals, and use each obstacle as a new opportunity to 
grow.

Following the disappointment of failing to qualify for the 
Tokyo Olympics, I turned my sights to fulfilling that long 
standing goal of racing in the Boat Race. When one door 
closes another opens, and as I opened my acceptance 
email, I felt a sense of joy as I reminisced about that 
moment in Whittall House where I first watched the Boat 
Race. Despite the pandemic, my time at Oxford has been 
everything I could have asked for - making friends with some 
of the smartest and kindest people from around the world 
and learning more than I could have ever hoped. This year’s 
Boat Race was very different due to COVID - we were unable 
to weave through the middle of London on the Tideway 
as 250,000 people cheered from the banks. The race was 
held without spectators on an unassuming canal in the 
countryside. Nevertheless, the 172 year history and the fact 
that six million people would be tuned in to the BBC to watch 

the duel made it feel nearly as special.

Losing the Boat Race was the most depressing moment of 
my rowing career. I vividly remember the excruciating pain 
as we crossed the finish line. The entire boat was paralyzed 
for what felt like an eternity - all nine of us with our heads 
between our legs, eyes closed, replaying each stroke in 
our head trying to understand where it all went wrong. My 
dream of thirteen years had not materialized. 

After the sadness and frustration dissipated after a few days, 
I shifted my focus to next year. Life rarely goes to plan, and 
rowing has taught me a great deal about how to get the 
most out of each setback. In hindsight, losing the Boat Race 
provided me with an even greater opportunity - to run for 
President of the Boat Club and work as hard as I can to turn 
the team around and cross that finish line first.

As we gear up for the next season, I feel immensely proud 
to be the fifth Brentonian to have competed in the Boat 
Race and the second to have the privilege of leading the 
team as President. Just as I did at Brentwood, and as I have 
continued to do since I left Mill Bay, I will continue to set 
ambitious goals and do everything I can to realize them. 
If all goes to plan, next year’s victory will be all the more 
satisfying.

Martin Barakso, Whittall '12
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THE BOAT 
RACE
MARTIN BARAKSO '12

As a fourteen-year-old, seven months after I had 
come to Brentwood in ninth grade, telling myself 
that I would be there one day. It is the most 
historic rowing race in the world and something 
every rower dreams of competing in. I continued 
to watch the race each year throughout my time 
at Brentwood, and then seeing Malcolm Howard 
compete in 2013 and lead the team in 2014 as 
President only reinforced my resolve to become 
the next Brentwood student to venture across the 
pond and compete in the Boat Race.

When I look back on my time at Brentwood, 
I remember each teacher constantly 
encouraging me to challenge myself in 
all disciplines of the tripartite system 
- academics, athletics, and the arts. 
Whether it was Blake Gage in 
entrepreneurship class, Brian 
Carr on the water, or Peggy 
Elmes in the pottery studio, 
I was not only pushed to 
set goals but also given 
the resources and 
mentorship to instill 
the confidence that I 
could achieve them 
through hard work. 
Every time I did 
not do as well as 
I wanted to on a 
test, lost a rowing 
race, or watched 
as the vase I was crafting collapsed, 
someone at Brentwood was there to reassure me that I 
would succeed the next time. I credit a large part of my 
determination and drive to the supportive faculty and 
environment at Brentwood.

After graduating from Brentwood, I attended Princeton 
University and had an incredibly rewarding college 
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It is with heavy hearts that we inform 
the Brentwood family of the recent 
passing of our School Archivist, Paul 
Washington, following a battle with 
cancer. He will be sorely missed by his 
Brentwood friends and colleagues and 
his tireless efforts in the Archives will 
not be forgotten. A complete obituary 
for Paul is included below. Just a few 
weeks prior to his death, Paul provided 
a written update for this edition of the 
Brentonian, to share the progress of his 
work:

“Over the past year, Brentwood 
continued its project to organize 
an archival space in the Centre for 
Arts & Humanities on campus. As 
Brentwood’s Archivist, I’ve been 
working to organize 100 years of 
archival materials, dating back to 

the founding of the original school 
at Brentwood Bay in 1923. This work 
includes: appraisal of the value of 
archival records, processing new 
donations, physically organizing 
boxes, archival arrangement (meaning, 
creating a conceptual framework that 
organizes the archives into logical 
groupings), responding to public 
requests for information, and creating 
written descriptions of the subject 
matter of the records. The identification 
of people and places in photographs is 
ongoing and our thanks go out to the 
staff and Old Brentonian families who 
have assisted.

It is exciting that the Brentwood 
community regularly comes forward 
to donate treasured materials. 
For example, a recent donation of 

correspondence and financial records 
dating back to 1923 paints a very 
valuable picture of Brentwood’s 
earliest history; in fact, it contributes 
greatly to British Columbia’s 
educational history in general. 

Paul’ Washington, Brentwood Archivist

ARCHIVES UPDATE

If you have any archival 
records or museum 
pieces (check that attic or 
basement), please be in 
touch. Sometimes the driest, 
dustiest old documents are 
the most valuable! 

GOODBYE 
PAUL WASHINGTON

Laurence ‘Paul’ Washington, 
Brentwood Archivist

March 6, 1953 – August 2, 2021

Laurence ‘Paul’ Washington was born in 
Winnipeg on March 6, 1953, to Everett John 
(Jack) and Helen Auld (Rankin) Washington. 
When Paul was 9, the family moved to 
Vancouver Island. Paul always said he had an 
ideal childhood. He loved growing up on the 
banks of the Red River in Winnipeg and in the 
countryside on Vancouver Island.

Paul had many passions in life including music, 
running, politics, history, genealogy and his 
beloved family, fiancé, and many friends. 
Paul spent a lifetime making beautiful music 
centered on a love of rhythm and a unique vocal 
talent. Paul picked up the guitar when he was 
working as a camp counselor at Camp Reed 
in Spokane, Washington. His camp nickname 
was ‘Packrat Paul’, which turned out to be very 
apt. He became deeply immersed in history 
and politics over the years. It is fair to say 
that Paul knew more about U.S. history and 
politics than most Americans. Paul served as 
an alternate Cowichan Regional District (CRD) 
representative, a member of the CRD Advisory 
Planning Commission and Recording Secretary 
for a CRD Steering Committee for an Official 
Community Plan. He especially enjoyed serving 
as a Parliamentary Assistant to Member of 
Parliament Jim Manly in the House of Commons 
in Ottawa from 1983 to 1987. 

Paul attended St. Avila Elementary in Winnipeg, 
Mill Bay Elementary, George Bonner Junior 

High, Brentwood College and CSS on 
Vancouver Island. After graduating from CSS, 
he earned a Bachelor of Arts in History from 
the University of British Columbia (UBC) in 1977. 
After several years working as a freelance writer, 
editor and indexer, Paul earned a Bachelor of 
History at the University of Toronto (UOT) in 
1982 and a Bachelor of Journalism at Carleton 
University. When he left his position in the 
House of Commons, Paul pursued a teaching 
degree and earned a Bachelor of Education 
from UOT in 1989. Paul then taught in the 
Cowichan Valley School District’s secondary 
schools for 11 years and began writing his own 
songs and playing in bands. After that, Paul 
decided to pursue a different career path. He 
went to UBC and earned a Master of Library and 
Information Studies in 2004. It was there that 
he learned about the Archival profession. After 
working with libraries for several years, Paul 
earned a Masters of Archival Studies from UBC 
in 2009. Paul found his true professional calling 
as an archivist and wished he had discovered 
this profession many years earlier. He worked 
as an archivist for the rest of his career at the 
BC Ministries of Finance, Advanced Education 
and Environment, the University of Texas, the 
University of Victoria, Royal Roads University, 
the Royal BC Museum and finally at Brentwood.

Paul passed away peacefully at his beloved 
1912 historical home with Shelley by his side. 
He will be dearly missed by his mother, Helen 
Washington, his brothers, Rob (OB 1964) and 
Keith Washington (OB 1966), his fiancé Shelley 
Lorenzen, sister in law Heather Washington, 
his nieces Nicole and Anneliese, his nephew 
Everett, his great niece Callie and great nephew 
Owen and other beloved family members and 
friends. 

A Celebration of Life was held on Saturday, 
August 28th in Crooks Hall at Brentwood. Paul 
will be remembered as the kindest of men, an 
extraordinary musician, a wonderful wit and 
a loving and loyal family member, fiancé and 
friend. 

Farewell, our dearest Paul.  We always will have 
a ‘soft spot’ for you in our hearts. 
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GILLESPIE 
ROCK
BRENTWOOD'S 1941 
RUGBY TEAM
The 1940-41 1st XV rugby squad (pictured) had a 
remarkable season which ended with a points total 
of 248 FOR and only 23 AGAINST while recording 
only one match lost to the Navy. One member of 
the team, Ian Gillespie, was immortalized after 
his death in World War Two by his friend, Colin 
Lytton Graham, with the poem A Distant Time. 

A walk past Gillespie Field has always been 
associated with the iconic Gillespie Rock on 
which there appears an engraved version of 
the poem. The opening of the Foote Athletic 
Centre saw the repositioning of the Rock 
from its original southeast position on the 
playing fields by Rogers House to outside 
the home changeroom of the Foote. We love 
to see that our students have started a new 
tradition of touching the Rock for good luck.
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For a school with as rich a history as Brentwood, every 
passing year brings a variety of milestones to look back 
and reflect upon. The year 2021 however, marks one of the 
most significant anniversaries in our school’s history: 50 
years since the rebirth of Brentwood College School on 
the shores of Mill Bay in 1961, after a nearly 15-year hiatus.

Following the fire of 1947 which completely destroyed the 
original campus in Brentwood Bay, and with no money in 
the bank to rebuild, most Old Boys and former teachers 
assumed that Brentwood was finished for good. Despite 
the odds, the dreams of a small few became a reality in 
1961, when a group of Old Brentonians (spearheaded by 
Dr. Maurice Young, Class of 1930), pooled their efforts and 
resources to resurrect their former school in a new, idyllic 
setting. A chance encounter between Dr. Young and a young 
Canadian Navy commander with a passion for teaching, 
led to the appointment of David D. Mackenzie as the first 
headmaster of the new Brentwood. A 12-acre property 
on the Mill Bay waterfront, the former site of the Queen 
Alexandra Solarium for Crippled Children, was chosen. 

While the buildings were in a state of neglect and the 
terrain was rough, the blood, sweat, and tears of the 
founding members (Old Brentonians, governors, staff, 
and especially the first crop of students), were enough to 
sustain the School through those early years of uncertainty 
and risk. That early family of Brentonians could 
never have dreamed that their hard work would 
lay the foundation for a 50-year (and counting) 
evolution that led to the School we know today. 

A First Hand Account

“Late August 1961, I was placed on a train to Vancouver… 
A few days later I found myself on a ferry to Nanaimo and 
I was puzzled by the number of boys on their own on the 
same ferry. I don’t know who met us at Nanaimo but that 
old, decrepit school bus with a terrible blue and white paint 
job should have been a hint of what was to come. After a 
long and incredibly quiet trip to Mill Bay we got off the bus 
and stood in silence between two large ancient green and 
white stucco buildings. Where was I? The place looked 
like an old hospital or maybe it once was an orphanage. 

There was no formal greeting, orientation or tour. Someone 
escorted me to my room. It was cold, dark, and smelled of 
fresh paint. There were three beds (metal army cots) and 
three trunks. I was told to change into work clothes and 
to meet in front of the College. I soon found myself with a 
few other boys behind what looked like an old motel. We 
were given some gardening tools and told to remove the 
tall grass and weeds. It was a hot afternoon. I was both 
tired and very anxious. What had I gotten myself into?”

Excerpt from “I’m Going to College! September 1961 - 
Day One” by Shane Conn, (Class of 1963), one of the 
first students to attend the new Brentwood in Mill Bay.

50 YEARS AGO
BRENTWOOD REBORN

Shane Conn '63



Return undeliverable Canadian 
addresses to 2735 Mt. Baker Road, 

Mill Bay, BC  V0R 2P1

Ned Pratt ‘30
1932 Los Angeles Olympic Games  
Rowing Men’s Double Skull
Bronze Medalist 

FROM THE ARCHIVES


