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message from the EDITOR
Putting together this year’s magazine has been one full of extraordinary items along
with the expected. I suppose this is a reflection of the year at the School. It has been
a year of beginnings and endings, both seamlessly intertwined. As we celebrate the
opening of the Eldon and Anne Foote Athletic Centre we also celebrate the
retirement of one of its driving forces, Mr. John Allpress. The juxtaposition is poignant;
we often espouse at the School that we are “rooted in the past and reaching for the
future”. This is evident in the passing of the torch from John, the completion of the
new athletic centre, and the continuation of our campus planning.
We offer an all-too-brief recognition of Mr. Allpress and his contributions to the
School and to his swan song, the opening of the Foote Athletic Centre. A
conundrum for an editor. How do you capture 38 years of exemplary work in a few
pages of a magazine? You can’t. I know John wouldn’t want us to and, in fact, I
suspect he will be embarrassed to be on the cover. Such is the man he is. But I ask
you, what other possible choice do we have? Without question, Old Brentonians
are achieving amazing things all across the world and every day. Many of them owe
some debt of gratitude to this man who has positively touched so many lives and
has been such a relentless embodiment of the Brentwood way. So bear with us
John, we arrived at this point out of respect.

2017/18 Marketing: Ian McPherson,
Kelly Gagné, Mike Minckler

2017/18 Advancement: Michelle Pace,
Chris Spicer, Tracy Arden, Amy Weinberg

The importance of our Celebrating Philanthropy section cannot be understated as it
delivers to you, our supporters and donors, the information you need to understand where your contributions go and the impact they
have on the entire school and its fabric. We were humbled and thrilled to see our 2017-18 Annual Giving Campaign smash our targets
in both donations and participation and we have broken down the direction donations go in a very accessible page for your review.
Our Alumni Features return this year with two diverse stories. One is by award-winning author and professor Keavy Martin ’00
about Canada’s relationship with our indigenous peoples. The other is by Oscar-nominated special effects marvel Joel Whist ‘82
who delves into the world of film and special effects management. I love these features because they help demonstrate the
incredible depth and breadth of our alumni and their endeavours after they cross the Brentwood stage.

Board of Governors
EXECUTIVE
CHAIR Blair Horn (’79)
VICE CHAIR Karen (Middleton) Pirie (’81)
TREASURER Dan Jarvis, parent of
Betsy (’09)

BOARD MEMBERS
Bruce Carlson (’64), parent of Joanna &
Vanessa (’92), Jessie (’95) & Nancy (’98)
Andrea C. (McDonald) Common (’75)
Art Crooks, parent of Hew (’86), Claire (’91)
& Morgan (’94)
Brock Harris (’93)

Bruce Homer (’69)
Andrew Housser (’91)
David W. Mackenzie (’69), parent of Henry
(’02)
Dale Martin (’78)
Scott Matheson (’79), parent of Sarah (’11) &
Andrew (’13)
John A. McNeill (’82), parent of Hannah (’17 )
& Grace (’20) & William (’20)
Samara Walbohm (’89) – parent of Solaia (‘20)
C.C. (Kip) Woodward (’74), parent of David
(’99) & Justin (’01)
Tammie Toriglia ('79), parent of Megan ('09)
and Hailey ('12)

HEAD OF SCHOOL & CEO
Bud Patel, parent of Mitali (’16) & Antara (’18)

DIRECTOR OF FINANCE
David Burton (’93), parent of Holly (’21) &
Bridget (’23)

ON THE COVER: John Allpress
(Photo by Mike Minckler)

Finally, I would like to acknowledge the work and support that goes into making The Brentonian such a rich expression of the
School. Thanks to our student writers and photographers, and special thanks to Phoebe Habkirk ‘19 for her Foote Athletic Centre
piece. And to Mike Minckler for his photography as well as the work of the Advancement team stewarding and compiling the
Celebrating Philanthropy section. Amy Weinberg for her work on the alumni materials and for her editing and support helping me
curate the magazine and Jim Ganley and Carey Desloges for their patient proofreading. And of course, Kelly Gagné for her tireless
work in designing and laying out the pages you see before you. It is a group effort and I am proud of the finished product we
deliver. Not bad for a little high school.
Best to all of our readers and thank you for your feedback, support, and story ideas that make this publication better every year.

Ian McPherson
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS AND MARKETING

EDITING & PRODUCTION: Ian McPherson
DESIGN & LAYOUT: Kelly Gagné

PRINTED IN CANADA

CONTENT: Amy Weinberg, Chris Spicer, Tracy Arden and all the other contributing authors
PHOTOGRAPHY: Paul Fletcher, Jim Ganley, Mike Minckler, students, staff, faculty and parents who have submitted photos –Thank you!
www.brentwood.ca : 3

return on
INVESTMENT

Index
5

Return on Investment

		
MESSAGE FROM BOARD CHAIR,
		 BLAIR HORN, ‘79

6

View from the Top

		
MESSAGE FROM BUD PATEL

102

The Brentwood Flying Club

		
RICHARD NASH AND THE BOYS

110

Exploring the Relationship Between
Canada and Indigenous Nations

		
PROF. KEAVY MARTIN

118

28

A New Athletic Age Dawns
THE ELDON AND ANNE FOOTE ATHLETIC CENTRE

		
2017’s THEME WAS DRIVE

65

Celebrating Philanthropy

Alumni Q&A

		
ANNUAL REPORT

82

The Brentwood Brigade

		
A TRULY BRENTWOOD UNDERTAKING

88

A True Brentonian

		
A SPECIAL TRIBUTE TO JOHN ALLPRESS

96

The Wow Effect

		
JOEL WHIST VISUAL EFFECTS SUPERVISOR

TEDx Brentwood

58
100
106
116
124

RYAN VAN HAREN ‘03
KAPRI THOMAS ‘03
RORY CARR ‘81
YASYF MOHAMEDALI ‘13
ROWENA RAE ‘89 & ELSPETH CARTER (RAE) ‘91

Alumni Update

40
52
50
54
60
63

EVENTS PHOTOS
WEDDINGS AND BIRTHS
CLASS NOTES
OBITUARIES
ALUMNI AWARDS
UPCOMING EVENTS

DEPARTMENTS
Campus Life........................................................................................ 10

University Counselling.................................................................... 22

Athletics Highlights........................................................................... 14

Presenting the Class of 2018......................................................... 24

Academic Highlights......................................................................... 16

Welcome New Faculty..................................................................... 28

Arts Highlights................................................................................... 20

Valete..................................................................................................... 86

4 : THE BRENTONIAN : 2018

.

When a young person graduates from Brentwood and moves from student to Old Brentonian,
there is a momentary pause as they cross the stage. The handshake and picture with the Head
of School puts a brief pause on this trek from young dreamer to an inspiring adult that is ready to
take on the world. In an era of discount stores and online shopping, what is the real “value” of a
Brentwood education?
A few years back, one of our valedictorians described the cost as driving a brand-new vehicle over a cliff every year. Point
made. Visits, however, with Old Brentonians and past parents often refer to stories of triumph, mischief, and relationships, and,
rarely, ventures into a cost analysis about return on investment. During a June visit with Alastair Gillespie ’41, he described his
time at Brentwood as foundational to his success as a pilot and naval officer during WWII, a CEO of Creemore Spring Brewery, a
Vice President of WJ Gage & Co publishing company, and a Member of Parliament in Pierre Elliott Trudeau’s cabinet. Sadly, at
the age of 96, Alastair recently passed away at his home in Toronto.
How do we quantify the unquantifiable? The musical theatre novice moving from a backline chorus singer with a squeaky voice
and two left feet to a Grade 12 lead lighting up the stage with vocal range and magical steps. The midfield soccer player that,
during the early days, was unfit and often injured finding the confidence to be a 1st XI starter in the Provincial Championships.
The lethargic and disengaged academic whose teacher ignites the flame of learning and supports the student’s early
admission to the post-secondary school of their choice. The Grade 9 newbie that was constantly in the houseparent’s office
during their first year only to be leading house meetings some 3 ½ years later as House Captain. The sum of these experiences
provides an experiential total that, unfortunately, is not quantifiable. No metric, meta-data analysis, or survey can provide an
accurate measurement of “value”.
Perhaps the President of George Mason University, Angel Cabrera, said it best when he noted that his school is aspired to be
NOT the “Best school in the world” but the “Best school FOR the World”. One of our 2018 graduates wrote a note to us in which
she thanks Brentwood “for supporting me and pushing me to be the best version of myself”. If this is our outcome, key
performance indicator, and metric, then perhaps we are developing the leaders of tomorrow. Those with a quiet confidence to
make our world better.
While the financial cost can be easily calculated, from Alastair Gillespie to the Graduates of 2018, the lifetime of skills (hard
work, determination, sacrifice, community orientation, selflessness, positivity, and humility) gained will be revealed and utilized
for the remainder of their lives. These messages continue to be passed down – De Manu In Manum – from hand to hand.

Blair Horn, Whittall ’79
Chair, Board of Governors

Bud Patel
Head of School
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view from
the TOP
Bud Patel, Head of School

and employment with people in/from
China, India, Nigeria and so on that will
likely work faster, better, and cheaper.

math tutors, music lessons, and power
skating than ever before – and, well
into their 20s, parents still pay for their
mobile phone plans!

I am pleased to say
that Brentwood remains
committed to continuous
improvement so as we pass
the midway mark of our
strategic plan – Setting
the Standard 2013-2023,
we have taken stock on
its genesis.
Do the foundational tenets of this
document still hold true when we view
it through a 2018 lens?
Over the summer, our senior leadership
team took part in a retreat that did some
penetration testing. We performed
external and internal scans to help
identify our strengths and cracks.
There are a number of factors that
have accelerated the pace of change
in our world that directly impact young
people. While there may be others, we
discussed the following:
1. Global competitiveness
Today’s Brentonians are entering the
most globally competitive market place.
They will compete for university spaces
6 : THE BRENTONIAN : 2018

2. Technology disruption
The accelerated pace of technological
innovation and disruptions is numbing.
Today’s students must compete in a
world where artificial intelligence (AI) is
on the verge of mastering not just low
level roles but those that require critical
thinking and collaboration. Furthermore,
smartphones and social media are
adding hundreds of hours of screen
time to our students’ lives that make
connections and, inadvertently, may
have created the loneliest generation in
history.
3. Parenting styles and expectations
Furthermore, in one generation,
demographers argue, we have created
the most dependent generation in
history. They will likely stay longer
on the parental payroll and struggle
with what is now known as “adulting”.
Helicopter and snowplow parenting
out of love is creating a less resilient
cohort who struggle with the mildest of
adversity. While each child is inherently
unique, as parents we believe our child
is a wee bit more special. In the Western
world where birth rates are on the
decline, children have more resources,

4. Changing educational models
Like other industries, educational
delivery models have come online,
whether asynchronous or synchronous,
blended, and flexible. Specialized
programs are being delivered through
academy models that will customize
a program for each child. Gone is
the one size fits all approach – or is
it? British Columbia’s new curriculum
focusses on big ideas/concepts and
skill acquisition. Mark inflation is
creating a hyper competitive postsecondary environment where perfect
grades are no longer good enough to
get into Harvard. Students must and
are expected to do more!
5. Mental health challenges
The result of the swirling challenges
noted above is a significant spike in
mental health concerns.
The generation that has the most
resources at their fingertips and
pocketbooks are apparently the
unhappiest and loneliest. While our
acceptance and acknowledgement of
mental health is a positive progression,
the massive increase is troubling.

After grappling with these concepts,
the future. We value traditions AND are
AND have added creative writing,
the School has begun working on a
open to innovative approaches. We
philosophy, and coding. Houses pass on
philosophical statement that is grounded
take tests with pencils and paper AND
rituals AND cherish an inclusive, kind,
in research and that fits with our
collaborate through Google Classroom.
and supportive leadership model.
special place of learning. As a boarding
We offer rugby, rowing, and field hockey,
Timeless programs/traits AND
school on the West Coast of Canada,
AND have added yoga, rock climbing,
innovative progressive thinking.
we are well positioned to provide a
and mindfulness. We celebrate our
Brentwood has and will focus on a
culture that will support the
balanced approach. We will
development of the type of
not be pigeon holed into one
skills youth require to thrive
or two categories and instead
“If parents want to give their children a gift,
today and in the future. Service,
strive for a wide variety of
the best thing they can do is to teach their children
community, collaboration,
programs and competencies
to love challenges, be intrigued by mistakes,
critical thinking, interpersonal,
that are neatly wrapped
global perspective, resilience,
enjoy effort, and keep on learning. That way, their
round our values of –
courage, kindness, hard
children don’t have to be slaves of praise.
work, commitment, trust,
They will have a lifelong way to build and
Grit and Joy.
optimism, inclusivity, integrity,
repair their own confidence”
responsibility, creativity,
optimism – timeless character
De Manu In Manun,
Carol Dweck
traits.
After some healthy debate and
reflection, it is interesting that we arrived
at a familiar place. We are a school that
is rooted in the past AND reaching for

musical program AND our robotics team.
We enjoy literature, calculus, and history,

BUD PATEL
Head of School
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grade 8 PROGRAM

Four years strong, the Grade 8 Program
continues to leave a positive impact
across the Brentwood campus.

2017-2018 ANNUAL REVIEW
As the curtain came down on 2017-18,
we took a look at what our students and staff undertook last year.
The combination of engaged students, committed staff, trusting families,
and proud Old Brentonians, always grounded by a fierce humility, continues
to drive our school forward. Thank you for your belief in Brentwood.
8 : THE BRENTONIAN : 2018

Our journey began on the high seas with a four-day SALTS trip
aboard the Pacific Swift. The Grade 8s were given full run of
the ship, and learned about navigation, hoisting sails, swabbing
decks, launching dinghies, and keeping evening watch. Though
intense, this experience forged friendships and started the
school year on a high note.

Wendy Patel

pics event. Students got into the holiday spirit by decorating
gingerbread cookies.
Despite some spring showers, we could not wait to get outdoors
again. We spent third term as boat holders for the Brentwood Regatta, climbing the canopies at Wild Play, and camping and biking
at Skutz Falls. We also acquired important life skills in the areas
of car maintenance, cooking, and tree planting. Students had the
opportunity to embody significant figures from the Renaissance
to educate guests attending our Renaissance Ball.

The fall term had the 8s exploring the depths of the Horne Lake
Caves, immersing themselves in various cultures during our
Night of the Notables event, and strutting their stuff on stage
during their performance of The Lion King, Jr.

Alongside all of the fun we had, we also managed to get down
to business. Important skills were learned and practiced, including time management, organization, self-advocacy, assessment
preparation, and mindfulness training. In true tripartite fashion,
many Grade 8s also embraced the sports and fine arts programs available on campus.

The winter months had us indoors with preparations for our
Destination Imagination competition and assisting our young
friends at Alexander Elementary School with their Winter Olym-

Many thanks to the teachers and staff who supported this energetic group. The biggest thanks, however, goes to the students
themselves who made this year-long journey a memorable one.
www.brentwood.ca : 9

campus LIFE

Marius Felix
As a boarding school, the
most obvious programs
we run are self-evident
– Academics, Arts and
Athletics, are the three
bastions of our tripartite
program.
There are, however, other outstanding programs which offer a
multitude of opportunities for our
students to roll their sleeves up
and get involved in ways that are
designed to serve our Brentwood
community and communities beyond the gates of the School.
OMNI, Brentwood’s LGBTQ+++
group, led by Sarah Labonte and
staff sponsor Mr. Ron Neufeld,
supported Brentwood’s LBTQ+++
community. Brentwood is a
multi-dimensional place to go to
school. We welcome and support
students from different religious,
ethnic and cultural backgrounds
with open arms. Often, we celebrate the lives of our students, as
we should!

Grade 12 BBQ
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I am proud to write about this student group which displays courage
every day. Quietly and without
fanfare, Brentwood’s OMNI group
met weekly. For those of you
unfamiliar with the group, OMNI is
Brentwood’s LGBTQ+++ community. Several years ago, two courageous students inquired if such
a group could be established at
Brentwood. The dye was cast and
the first meeting was organized
on a Sunday. The two organizers

predicted that “Maybe 15 students”
would arrive. This proved to be
a serious miscalculation! As the
meeting time approached, a slow
migration started to the meeting
venue. By the time the meeting
start time arrived, more than 70
students and staff had made their
way and what followed was story
after story, some deeply personal,
some about a friend or sibling,
aunt, uncle and others. Even more
remarkable was the safety these
students felt. They could simply
be themselves without judgement.
This year the same remains true.
More than 100 students travelled
to Nanaimo with staff sponsor Mr.
Neufeld and several faculty members to participate in the Annual
Pride Day, in support of friends,
brothers and sisters and the
LGBTQ+++ community in general.
I am proud to be part of a school
that is open-minded, inclusive and
supportive of every person in our
community. Long may that continue!
The Student Activities Committee (SAC) led by Megan Adams
and supported by staff sponsor
Mrs. Marci McLean, has created
a multitude of events - too many
to mention - in this article. Some
highlights were
End of Summer Bash, BBQ and
Dance
Fright Week (19 different events)
Inter-House Airband
Children’s Christmas Party
Spirit Week (26 different events)
Canada House during the Olympics
www.brentwood.ca : 11

Nicaragua Service Trip

Java Hut
Kindness Week (15 different events,
assisted by the Grad Committee)
Senior Spring Formal (co-hosted by the
Grad Committee)
Beach Day

In addition, the SAC organized and
sponsored international themed dinners
over the course of the year representing
Canada, Saudi Arabia, Nigeria, India,
Mexico, The Philippines, USA, Thailand,
Australia, Japan, Britain, China, Korea,
Germany, Spain, Latin America, South
Africa, and Italy. The Food Services
Team were immense in their efforts to
support these wonderful celebrations.
The SAC also made ongoing efforts to
raise funds in support of students in
need in Nicaragua and Swaziland.
The Grad Class, led by Grad Class President, Flora Handler and her council, and
sponsored by Mrs. Alanna Martin, fundraised for the 2018 Class Fund all year.
Snowball and Candy Grams were two
of the major fundraisers. Other events
were organized solely for the enjoyment
of the student body: Interhouse Airband,
Festival of Fear, Lifers’ Dinner and Grad
Week. As well, in the spirit of Kindness
12 : THE BRENTONIAN : 2018

Week, they created
Grad-iTude Day. Students
were encouraged to write
a note about what they
were grateful for and
place it on a public board
for all to see. The Grads
also delivered personal
notes written to people to
whom the students would
like to show their gratitude. The Grad Council
also joined forces with
the SAC and held our
second annual Spring
Formal for the senior
students. The event was
a huge success.
The final event for this
group was the organization of the Senior
Class Dinner & Dance. The Grad Council
prides itself on creating lasting memories for the students and staff at the
school. Not only did they do this, but
they managed to raise $12,000 for the
class fund. Well done Class of 2018!
The BEAT (Brentwood Environmental
Action Team) led by Rebecca Sanders
and sponsored by Ms. Laura Richardson,
had a busy year, introducing some new
ideas. Our annual Green Games entry
focused on Actions on Agenda 2030.
This UN initiative was put in place by the
desire of the United Nations to achieve
17 Sustainable Development Goals by
2030. A vision in this action plan by the
United Nations “aims to end poverty,
promote prosperity and people’s
well-being while protecting the environment by 2030”. Over the course of the
year, all of the actions of the BEAT and
our school community were directed at
educating and taking action on these
17 goals. Whether it be through bulletin
board displays, monthly meetings,
announcements in the boarding houses,
students speaking at assemblies, or lessons in the 21st Century Studies classes,

the goal was to bring awareness and
take action on these goals.
Students were successful in raising
awareness about hunger by making
soup for a local elementary school
or investigating salmon conservation
by volunteering with a local effort to
capture and transfer salmon to waters
upstream. Some of the BEAT’s other
actions included 5-minute cleanups or
educating our community about effective waste streaming. We reduced our
overall trash consumption by 75% and
our compost by 15% during our waste
reduction campaign. Rebecca and Laura
visited 5 boarding houses to try and
continue our waste education. As part of
our healthy living awareness, there were
several local hikes offered on Sundays.
The BEAT worked together to plan
events for the first Earth Week which ran
from April 16-22. Mrs. McLean and the
SAC provided decorating assistance.
The week included a cross-curricular
event with the help of an Old Brentonian,
Sol Milne, petition signing, pledge taking
and some outdoor activities like a beach
cleanup and canoeing.
The BEAT hopes that the year’s theme,
Actions on Agenda 2030, and all of
the BEAT events increased awareness
about these issues, encouraged global
stewardship and acknowledged to our
school family that small actions within a
community will make a positive difference.
The SPARC Team (Student Peer Assistance and Resource Counselling) led by
Morgan Woodbridge and sponsored
by Mrs. Andrea Felix (Peer Counselling)
and Mr. Wes Barrett (Volunteering) was
active within the school and outside the
gates of Brentwood.
In the broader community, SPARC provided volunteers for CIBC Run for the Cure
(the Canadian Breast Cancer Foundation);
Canadian Blood Services – Blood Drive;

Brentwood OMNI

Acacia Lodge (Memory Care facility);
Children and Apple Pie School Fair;
Khowhemun Elementary School, providing hot lunches and soup; and to the CMS
Food Bank for their Christmas for Teens
fundraising program.
Some of SPARC’s internal community initiatives have included the “Making Connections Event”, Water Pong Tournament
and back-to-school fun fair (supporting
Run for the Cure), Christmas Candy
Grams, a fundraiser for CMS Food Bank,
the Kindness Campaign (Ball Pit, B-Kind
stickers, catching people being kind,
Kindness Wall, candy grams, puppy
room), and the BC Children’s Hospital
Jeans Day/ Hockey shirt fundraiser.
SPARC also led Peer to Peer Education
Initiatives that included Mental Health
Awareness Day (Grade 11), Drug Aware-

ness Day (Grade 10 ), support for student
panel and a “Partying Safe” workshop,
and Let’s Get Consensual house talks
(Grades 9-12). Twelve students attended
a Sexual Violence Bystander Intervention Talk, then trained peer facilitators
and went into the houses to provide a
facilitated discussion on sexual violence (from microaggressions to date
rape) and the power of the bystander to
intervene at various levels and SPARC
created self-help resource posters
and B-consensual stickers. SPARC
also sponsored the Youth Queer Eye
presentation through a guest speaker to
students interested in being supported
or supporting our LGBTQ+++ community.
SPARC then facilitated a talk addressing
addiction (Substance Misuse/Abuse
Peer to Peer Talk for Grades 11-12)

reinforcing the choice to intervene as a
concerned friend or peer and defining
the school rules and what it means to
be a role model. This group hoped to
inspire senior students to take a stand
to not use substances at school as a
response to student expulsions and also
to recognize the difference between
“narcing” and “helping” if a peer was
struggling with substance abuse. The
group also emphasized the need to
avoid substance use when not at school
too!
Finally, SPARC delivered a workshop on
Relational Leadership. SPARC Reps and
House Captains facilitated a discussion
to prepare Grade 11s on how to improve
student wellness through a relational
House leadership style.
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athletics UPDATE

Blake Gage

Senior Boys Basketball Provincial Champions

We are pleased to report
that Brentwood continues
to offer unparalleled
opportunities in our athletic
program. Recreational and
lifestyle-oriented classes
allowed non-competitive
athletes to discover a
passion for physical fitness.
Our Outdoor Pursuits members were
fortunate to be part of a program that
takes students to pristine places of
which the rest of us can only dream.
Our cross-country runners ran all over
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Vancouver Island and some of our top
runners competed in Island and Provincial tournaments.
Meanwhile, for a AA school we continue to offer a large cross-section of
competitive teams. While most schools
our size choose to aim for excellence in
one or two sports, we have been able
to achieve strong results at the provincial and national level across our many
offerings.
Some highlights include:
Senior Girls Field Hockey qualifying
for the Provincial Championships and
finishing 8th
Senior Girls Volleyball qualifying for the

Madison Heisterman '18

Provincial Championships and finishing 11th
Junior Girls Volleyball winning their
Mid-Island League and competing at
Islands
Junior Girls Soccer finishing second in
Mid-Island league play
Junior Boys Soccer winning the Mid-Island league and placing 5th at Islands
Senior Boys Soccer finishing a Brentwood best ever 5th at the Provincial
Championships
Ice Hockey team going 15-1 for the year
while winning the Saville Cup and earning Silver in the prestigious Ross Cup
Tournament

Junior Boys Basketball earning a berth
to the Island Championship Tournament
Senior Boys Basketball winning a
second consecutive Gold at Islands and
second consecutive Gold at Senior Boys
AA Provincial Championship
Cross Country
Keaton Heisterman: Silver medal in Junior Boys Cross Country Provincials
Madison Heisterman: finished 4th in
Cross Country Senior Girls Provincials
Track
Tony Else: Provincial Bronze Medal, Junior Boys Shot Put
Keaton Heisterman: Provincial Bronze
medal in Junior Boys 1500m and 800m

Madison Heisterman: Provincial Bronze
medal in Senior Women 1500m and
Senior Womens Provincial Silver medal
in 800m
Siôn Griffiths: Provincial Silver Medal in
Senior Boys Javelin
Junior Girls Tennis finishing 4th at
Provincials
Junior Boys Tennis finishing 5th at
Provincials
Senior Tennis (boys and girls) earning
8th at Provincials

Senior Boys Rugby earning Gold at Tier
II BC 7s
Senior Girls Rugby team finished 7th in
the province
Junior Girls Rugby team winning Silver
at Provincial Sevens
Rowing at the CSSRA National
Championships:
1 Gold medal: Senior Men 4+
1 Silver medal: Senior Men 8+
1 Bronze medal: Junior Men 2X

1st XV Boys Rugby team winning Gold
at Islands and Provincial Silver
Senior Boys Rugby earning Bronze in
BC 7s
www.brentwood.ca : 15

academic UPDATE

David McCarthy
The academic program
at Brentwood has
probably moved forward
more significantly this
past year than in any
other I can remember.
Addressing the recommendations
of the new BC Curriculum - with
its focus on developing student
competencies and providing a
more personalised academic
experience - has been at the
forefront of our minds as teachers
in planning and implementing
courses using the new approach.
To facilitate this shift, a new
learning skills assessment model,
to replace the former effort rating
system, was launched. Also, a
new timetable was devised and
trialled last year and has been
successfully implemented. Having
fewer but longer periods each
day has enabled teachers to
facilitate a more active, studentcentered classroom or indeed to
get students learning outside of
the classroom more readily without
intruding on their colleagues’ time.

Jane Austen Tea Party
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English
The classical version of “Grit and
Joy” is “delectare et docere”: for
students to learn, they need to
be entertained. This year was a
busy and glorious one for words
at Brentwood. Our Grade 12s
averaged 84.26% on the provincial
exam, missing the school record
by only 0.6 percent. But who

needs exam scores to validate
joy? Joy can be found in the fiveminute Hamlet, the Kid Lit genre
unit where Ms. Hedquist’s Grade
10s write personalized stories for
Bonner kindergarten audiences,
the Jane Austen tea party for Ms
Widenmaier and Ms. Steele-MacInnis’ Lit. 12 AP classes, Mr. Collis’
James Bond secret mission agents
who had to dodge Mr. Lee’s drone,
Chloe Pierce’s fill in the blank
poetry project, Ava Nilsson’s slam
poetry evenings, Jaylynn Barth’s
macabre fiction that won the
inaugural Brentwood Writing contest, Abdullah Hammawa’s double
victories in the school’s Melhuish
contests, Ryan Skardal’s adventure
essayists, Mr. Ganley’s photojournalists, Anastasiia Lapatina’s
Fifth Business journals, Rachel
Steele-Macinnis’ Ghost walks, Escape room, and so much more.
Mathematics
The mathematics department tried
out a number of new pedagogical
approaches, the main one being
termed “Thinking Classroom”
where students are most often
on their feet, working at whiteboards with each other in groups
on solving problems. Developed
by a math professor from Simon
Fraser University to promote
an active, engaged, risk-averse
classroom, this approach has been
a hit with most math teachers and
their students. “Passion projects”
and larger assignments termed
“competency tasks” have required
students to apply their learning to
www.brentwood.ca : 17

program and spent 6 days on Parliament
Hill in early November with roughly 80
other teachers from across Canada as
part of the Teachers Institute on Canadian Parliamentary Democracy, hosted
by the Library of Parliament. It was filled
with intellectually challenging discussions on topics such as constitutional
law, the purpose of and change within
the Senate, the role of media in politics
and many more. It also allowed teachers
to discuss how they bring politics into
the daily lives of their students through
both instructional curriculum and daily
activities that bring democracy to life.

Dry Ice Physics

an area of personal interest, - such as
NHL statistics for many ice hockey enthusiasts. Running four different coding
courses under the math department
umbrella has boosted our students’
ability to choose a level and a direction
in software skills from an exploratory
course in a Grade 9 Math module to
Computer Science Principles at the AP
level. In between, there are two courses,
one more focussed on applying code to
robotics and other hardware, the other
more geared to animation and web interfaces. More coding is available in the
quarter module of 21st Century Studies
9 that introduces students to webpage
design and other avenues for creative
computing. This course has been
redesigned to incorporate an applied
design element that brings students
into the design-thinking process and
culminates in them trying to prototype a
solution to a problem.
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Science
Led by the project-based work in senior
physics classes, the science department is also taking advantage of longer
periods and a less content focussed
approach to engage students in learning
scientific principles through practical
problem-solving to create solutions to
authentic issues such as the need for
renewable energy. Our first venture into
the UBC Engineering competition was
very successful and enjoyed by a very
keen group of students who, under Ms.
Lawrence’s supervision put in a great
deal of their spare time to prepare. They
finished a highly impressive 7th out of
76 teams across BC. Ms. Lawrence, who
is in her third year at Brentwood, has
also been acknowledged for her physics
teaching by the Canadian Association
of Physicists. In addition, she has been
asked to become the Chairperson for
the Association of Physics Teachers
of BC. Some of her students’ science
projects have been cross-curricular,

Concours D’art Oratoire

enabling them to have more time for
deeper learning and teachers to link
the ideas together across disciplines. In
biology, AP Biology students were able
to investigate questions they posed
themselves such as “do the Campbell
triplet siblings have identical DNA?” or
“Can one person cause another person’s arm to flex by using their brain and
a box of electronics?” A course in AP
Environmental Science was introduced
this year and took advantage of a newly
purchased piece of school land to create
a “Learning Garden” where other students can come to investigate nature as
well as carry out prepared science activities. Chemistry teachers Mr. Snow and
Bryant have trialled a new team-teaching
method where they took a large group
into the lecture theatre for a combined
talk before separating out into two
groups for labs and exercises. Mr. Bryant
was also chosen to join a marking team
for the Chemistry AP exam on his first
application which is quite an honour.

Modern Languages
Numbers of students in Modern Languages are growing since the introduction of the communicative approach
known as TPRS (Teaching Proficiency
through Reading and Story-telling),
spear-headed by Madame Sharon Hall.
The immersion background students in
younger grades have been drawn into a
French AP stream and many were able
to use their superior verbal and aural
skills on the May exam. Some competed
in competitions such as the provincial
Concours D’art Oratoire at Simon Fraser
University campus in Surrey in May. Felix
Wilson, Privett, ‘20, Sophie Habkirk,
Hope ‘21 and Leila Megevand, Hope ‘19
each prepared 3 to 5 minute speeches
on a subject of their choice. They all
received the highest marks in their class
on a universal rubric provided by Canadian Parents for French qualifying them
for the provincial competition.
Fun was had on a field trip to make
delicious meringues with a French chef

and also hosting elementary immersion
students from a local school. The Mandarin students helped Grade 8 students
learn more about Chinese New Year and
some Spanish students were treated
to a cultural activity from outside native
Spanish speakers.
Social Studies
Covering a very broad swathe of courses from geography to history, law and
First Nations studies, the social studies
department has been, perhaps, the most
pro-active in developing their approach
to the new curriculum. The experiential
pieces have covered a broad scope
from visits to Victoria for law trials, military armouries, parliamentary debates
and museum exhibits to in-house workshops on drum-making and First Nations
art. Guest speakers have included Sonia
Furstenau, our Green Party MLA, as well
as other local politicians and a veteran
of the Afghanistan conflict. Mr. Mark
Wismer was accepted into a prestigious

Assessment models have also been
developed by the department to include
scenario-based activities such as the
“Mock Trial” and Model UN. Student
demonstrations of learning, where
projects are brought to a wider audience
in a variety of ways, from the Regatta
booths and Dragon’s Den of entrepreneurship to the Investment Challenge
in Financial Accounting. Particularly
noteworthy this year were some excellent projects on alternative energy by
Geography 12 students who used a host
of creative ways to present their ideas,
solutions and in many cases, models, on
this topic.
All in all, it has been an exciting year
of change for academics though we
must be mindful that a primary goal
remains, that of preparing students not
just for university acceptance but also
for success at university where large
scale lectures and content heavy tests
still dominate the landscape at least in
the first few years. Mindful of this, we will
always endeavour to give our students
a rounded and varied experience, one
in which we strive to cultivate a passion
for learning through strong teaching and
even stronger relationships.
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arts UPDATE

Edna Widenmaier
We continue to
encourage all of our
students to explore their
creativity and educate
their imagination through
their arts selections.
The cornucopia of art experiences
on campus provided students
with a bounty of opportunities to
explore their passions. In aspiring
to create, they open the doors
of self-awareness, self-expression, emotional intelligence and
empathy. Here are some of the
highlights gleaned from this year’s
harvest in the studios, on the
stage, and at external festivals.
The first term’s seeds planted in
the early exhibitions and competitions allowed our visual artists
and performers to hone their skills.
These would grow into exciting results in the second and third terms.

Crazy for You Musical 2018 Photo by Joe Krysl
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Musicians were rehearsing for
qualifying regional and provincial
berths that would earn them a
place at the Nationals in Toronto
in May. Actors and musical theatre
performers auditioned for principal
roles in the two main stage shows:
Crazy For You in February and
Laughter on the 23rd Floor in April.
Debaters drilled in the art of public
speaking, while the dancers were
kept on their toes for their spring
festival season and May’s Evening
of Dance. All of these first ventures
were celebrated in a variety of
shows that included the November

multi-media display in the Gallery,
the Thanksgiving Concert, and
Concert for a Winter’s Eve (with
proceeds going to the local food
bank). Supporting the arts faculty in
these and through the year were a
keen team of 21 Arts Captains who
played key leadership roles. One
of the initiatives implemented and
led by these student arts advocates
saw more Inter-house Arts Competitions that included singing.
April was a busy month in the studios as student artists worked on
the theme of Legacy for the Regatta Show. The Fine Art Photography
students hung their F18 show at
a local restaurant in Duncan. The
musicians brought back silver
and gold from a number of their
competitions. As the Jazz and
String Ensembles were putting
last-minute rehearsals together for
the Canadian Nationals in Toronto,
Almost A Cappella won gold and
an invitation to MusicFest Canada
2019 in Ottawa, as did the Jazz Ensemble and Advanced Rock Band.
Both the Jazz Band and String
Ensemble were honoured with
a silver at the Nationals. For our
Grade 12 performers, stepping out
onto the Killy Stage for the June
Concert for a Summer’s Eve was a
bitter-sweet experience.
The brushes were cleaned, the
chisels put away, and kilns turned
off, but the legacy of the work remains in our galleries, while the T.
Gil Bunch stage and rehearsal studios eagerly awaited the synergy
of the returning students.
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university COUNSELLING

Rick Rodrigues

The Graduating Class of 2018 are
attending 48 different schools in 10
different countries, five Canadian
provinces, and nine US states.

552 offers of admission were received from 111 schools around
the world at an acceptance rate of 76%.

Nearly 40% of them pursued studies in the Arts, Humanities and
Social Sciences; one-third of them study in the STEM fields; and
nearly 1 in 5 entered into business programs.
86% of the graduating class received an offer of admission from
their first-choice university.

47% of the graduating class received a scholarship offer from
at least one of the universities to which they applied. They
accumulated scholarship award offers, both merit-based and
athletic, in excess of $1.48 million.
The top five destinations of the Class of 2018:
University of Victoria = 28
University of British Columbia = 25
Queen’s University = 18
University of Alberta = 8
McGill University = 7

students earned

university placement

100

%

47%

Brentwood Closing Day 2018
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of grads received
scholarship offers

# of students who
received an offer
from their first choice
of university

%
86

$1.48M

in merit and athletic
scholarships to
universities in 2018

135

numbers of schools
conveying offers
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INTRODUCING THE

class 2018
OF

Megan Adams – Mill Bay, BC – University of
Alberta, AB – Biological Sciences

Lauren Brzezowski – Squamish, BC – Langara
College, BC – Nursing

Somtochukwu Dimanochie – Lagos, Nigeria –
York University, ON – Arts: Business & Society

Frankie Alexander – Fort St. John, BC –
University of Victoria, BC – Social Sciences

Kayla Butcher – Mill Bay, BC – University of
British Columbia-Vancouver, BC – Engineering

John Edson – La Conner, WA – Georgetown
University, DC – Business: Finance

Treasure Aniki – Fort McMurray, AB – University
of British Columbia-Okanagan, BC – Arts:
Psychology

Brady Campbell – Rocky Mountain House, AB –
University of Alberta, AB – Engineering

Yakob El-Moussa – Encinitas, CA – Concordia
University, QC – Arts: Film & Television

Dylan Campbell – Rocky Mountain House, AB –
University of Alberta, AB – Science: Biochemistry

Adam Enright – Vancouver, BC – Thompson
River University, BC – Tourism Management

Wyatt Campbell – Rocky Mountain House, AB –
University of Alberta, AB – Kinesiology

Luka Eyre – Nelson, BC – University of British
Columbia-Okanagan, BC – Arts: Political Science

Liam Carson – Nanaimo, BC – University of
Victoria, BC – Social Sciences

Vivian Fang – Guangdong, China – University
of California-Los Angeles, CA – Life Sciences:
Psychology & Nutrition

Nick Argument – Pincher Creek, AB – University
of Queensland, Australia – Engineering
Ayden Assaly – Edmonton, AB – Queen’s
University, ON – Arts: Economics
Kaeley Avery – Cobble Hill, BC – University of
Ottawa, ON – Social Sciences: Political Sciences
Finn Bailey – Perth, Australia – University of
Western Australia, Australia – Commerce
Colin Balme – Cobble Hill, BC – University of
Victoria, BC – Social Sciences: Anthropology
Eric Beaudet – Duncan, BC – Gap year, then
University of Victoria, BC – Social Sciences

Glory Chima – Dhahran, Saudi Arabia – McGill
University, QC – Arts
Amy Christensen – Lantzville, BC – University of
Victoria, BC – Social Sciences

Thomas Bell – Newcastle, Australia – University
of Victoria, BC – Social Sciences

Madeline Christoff – Vancouver, BC – McGill
University, QC – Kindergarten/Elementary
Education

Erin Berry-Dillen – Nanoose Bay, BC – University
of Victoria, BC – Science

Calvin Chua – Richmond, BC – Babson College,
MA – Marketing & Global Business Management

Jetta Bilsky – Whitehorse, YT – University of
Victoria, BC – Science: Biology

Nikolas Crabtree – Bozeman, MT – University of
Victoria, BC – Social Science: Psychology

Ori Blake-Currier – Vancouver, BC – Western
University, ON – Commercial Aviation
Management

Sydney Cristall – Vancouver, BC – University of
British Columbia-Vancouver, BC – Commerce

Giorgio Bonaldo – Ivrea, Italy – ESCP Europe
Business School – Management
Oliver Bontkes – Cobble Hill, BC – University of
British Columbia-Vancouver, BC – Arts: Political
Science
Linnea Brickwood – Kamloops, BC – University
of Toronto-St. George’s, ON – Kinesiology
Julia Brockley – Duncan, BC – University of
British Columbia-Vancouver, BC – International
Economics
Hayden Brown – Whistler, BC – Simon Fraser
University, BC – Arts: Political Science
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Bruno Chan – Recife, Brazil – Queen’s University,
ON – Kinesiology

Griffin Fougner-Rukus – Mill Bay, BC –
University of Victoria, BC – Commerce
Francis Francis-Akolo – Grand Prairie, AB –
University of Lethbridge, AB – Kinesiology
Sofia Galban Patterson – Vancouver, BC –
University of British Columbia-Vancouver, BC - Arts
Khuslen Ganbaatar – Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia
– University of Toronto-St. George’s, ON –
Commerce
Amber Gaskill – Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam –
University of Edinburgh, Scotland – International
Relations
Sarah Gillies – West Vancouver, BC – Queen’s
University, ON – Kinesiology

Crawford Crooks – Fairfield, CT – Dartmouth
College, NH – Engineering

Holly Graham – Salt Spring Island, BC – Gap
year, then University of British ColumbiaOkanagan, BC – Arts

Dana Cvitanovich – Duncan, BC – University of
Alberta, AB – Computer Science

José Gregorio Melgarejo – Leon Guanajuato,
Mexico – Bond University, Australia – Business

Alexandra Davis – Edmonton, AB – University of
Calgary, AB – Commerce

Rafael Grey – Manila, Philippines – University of
British Columbia-Okanagan, BC – Engineering

Christiaan de Beer – Cobble Hill, BC –
Vancouver Island University, BC – Computing
Science

Siôn Griffiths – Mill Bay, BC – University of
British Columbia-Vancouver, BC – Arts

Elysa DeLuca – Comox, BC – University of
Victoria, BC – Commerce
Adam Diardiere – Marseille, France – Istituto
Marangoni, Italy – Fashion & Communication

Brendan Guiney – Whistler, BC – University of
British Columbia-Okanagan, BC – Arts
Jonathan Gunawan – Jakarta, Indonesia –
Langara College, BC – Science
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Luke Handel – Duncan, BC – Queen’s University,
ON – Arts: Political Science
Flora Handler – Seattle, WA – University of
California-Los Angeles, CA – Social Sciences
Will Hardy – Edmonton, AB – Arizona State
University, AZ – Business Finance
Jamal Hasan – Pemberton, BC – Queen’s
University, ON – Science
Emily Haughton – Comox, BC – University of
British Columbia-Okanagan, BC – Science
Madison Heisterman – Nanaimo, BC –
University of Washington, WA – Business
Management
Sam Helpard – Comox, BC – University of
Toronto-St. George’s, ON – Life Sciences
Nicholas Hill – Phoenix, AZ – Bond University,
Australia – Business & Entrepreneurship
Emma Holmes – Napa, CA – University of British
Columbia-Vancouver, BC – Arts: Economics
Chenoa Honsinger – Denman Island, BC – Gap
year, then Quest University, BC – Liberal Arts &
Science
Evan Hoy – Dhahran, Saudi Arabia – University
of British Columbia-Okanagan, BC – Engineering
Stephen Idugboe – Lagos, Nigeria – Western
University, ON – Engineering
Nolan Jagpal – Surrey, BC – Simon Fraser
University, BC – Arts: English
Jordan Keen – Shawnigan Lake, BC – Emily
Carr University of Art & Design, BC – Fine Arts:
Illustration
Griffin Kirschke – Prince George, BC – University
of British Columbia-Okanagan, BC – Arts
Carter Krasny – Whistler, BC – University of
Victoria, BC – Commerce
Kara Labelle – Cobble Hill, BC – University of
Victoria, BC – Engineering
Sarah LaBonte – Sherwood Park, AB – McGill
University, QC – Arts
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Aslan LaCouvee – Qualicum Beach, BC – Gap
year, then University of British ColumbiaOkanagan, BC – Science: Neurobiology
Benett Layton – Lantzville, BC – Western
University, ON – Commercial Aviation
Management
Jenny Lee – Vancouver, BC – University of
Toronto-St. George’s, ON – Life Sciences
Haewon Lee – Seoul, Korea – Georgia Institute
of Technology, GA – Biomedical Engineering
Camille Luscombe – Edmonton, AB – University
of Alberta, AB – Arts: Economics
Jonathon MacDonald – Victoria, BC – University
of British Columbia-Vancouver, BC – Commerce
Maggie Macneill – Saskatoon, SK – Queen’s
University – Arts: Sociology
Aiysha Manai – Dhahran, Saudi Arabia – Alberta
College of Art & Design, AB – Design: Visual
Communications
Luis Mangubat – Manila, Philippines – Queen’s
University, ON – Computing
Liam Manney – Lantzville, BC – University of
British Columbia-Vancouver, BC – Arts: Film
Studies
Ron Manosuthi – Bangkok, Thailand – McGill
University, QC – Computer Science
Andrea Maritz – Crowsnest Pass, AB – Gap year,
then university to pursue studies in business
Aidan Martin – Sylvan Lake, AB – McGill
University, QC – Arts
Lauchlan McDonald – Shawnigan Lake, BC –
Queen’s University, ON – Engineering
Haley Mitchell – Whistler, BC – Gap year, then
University of British Columbia-Okanagan, BC –
Fine Arts
Nicholas Mitchell – Comox, BC – McMaster
University, ON – Honours Health Science
Jefferson Modupe – Lagos, Nigeria – University
of Toronto-St. George’s, ON – Arts: Architectural
Studies

Anna Moreira – Duncan, BC – McGill University,
QC – Management
Daniel Müller – Buttenwiesen, Germany –
University of Amsterdam, Netherlands – Business
Administration

Casper Poelen – Powell River, BC – Queen’s
University, ON – Science
Logan Poseley – Vancouver, BC – University of
California-San Diego, CA – Liberal Arts: Political
Science

Christopher Side Walker – Grand Prairie, AB
– Gap year, then McMaster University, ON –
Automotive Engineering Technology
Kaitlyn Smythe – Banff, AB – University of
Calgary, AB – Biological Sciences

Kieran Nelson – Edmonton, AB – Queen’s
University, ON – Commerce

Nick Prachuabmoh – Bangkok, Thailand –
Bucknell University, PA – Liberal Arts & Science:
Economics & Mathematics

Will Nemeth – Salt Spring Island, BC – Gap year,
then University of Victoria, BC – Social Sciences

William Pringle – Cobble Hill, BC – University of
British Columbia-Okanagan, BC – Arts

Amy Neveu – Edmonton, AB – University of
Calgary, AB – Natural Sciences

Ravi Raina – Pemberton, BC – McGill University,
QC – Science

Ava Nilsson – Vancouver, BC – Concordia
University, QC – Arts: Sociology

Femi Remi-Adelasoye – Mill Bay, BC – Western
University, ON – Arts & Humanities: English

Ayo Ogunlade – Calgary, AB – University of
Victoria, BC – Science: Biology

Hannah Richards – Duncan, BC – University of
Victoria, BC – Biomedical Engineering

Brendan Sullivan – Mill Bay, BC – Thompson
Rivers University, BC – Arts: Communication &
New Media

Olamide Olatunbosun – Dhahran, Saudi
Arabia – University of Waterloo, ON – Chemical
Engineering

Sydney Richardson – Newmarket, ON – Queen’s
University, ON – Arts & Science

Solomon Szocs – Whistler, BC – University of
British Columbia-Okanagan, BC – Arts

Zara Pachiorka – Dhahran, Saudi Arabia –
University of Waterloo, ON – Biomedical Sciences

Travis Robbins – Leduc, AB – University
of Leeds, England – Chemical & Nuclear
Engineering

Sierra Tanner – Mill Bay, BC – University of
Victoria, BC – Education

Vanessa Pang – Kowloon, Hong Kong –
University of British Columbia-Vancouver, BC
– Science

Isabelle Robinson – Golden, BC – Gap year, then
applying to Alberta College of Art & Design, AB
– Ceramics

Alexander Parks – Shawnigan Lake, BC –
Queen’s University, ON – Engineering

Martina Rocca – Brescia, Italy – Completing
studies for the Italian Diploma

Nathan Pasloske – Nanaimo, BC – Thompson
Rivers University, BC – Science

James Sambell – Whistler, BC – Queen’s
University, ON – Arts: Economics

Antara Patel – Mill Bay, BC – University of
Guelph, ON – Biomedical Sciences

Rebecca Sanders – Duncan, BC – University of
Victoria, BC – Science

Genevieve Paul – Davidson, NC – University of
British Columbia-Vancouver, BC – Applied Animal
Biology
Jacob Phillips – Vancouver, BC – University of
Victoria, BC – Commerce
Chloe Pierce – Comox, BC – Gap year, then
University of Victoria, BC – Social Sciences
Nick Pitaksith – Bangkok, Thailand – Applying
to Mahidol International University, Thailand –
Business

Justin Son – Seoul, Korea – Tufts University, MA
– Liberal Arts & Science: Philosophy
Ileri Soyege – Edmonton, AB – University of
Alberta, AB – Arts: Psychology
Liam Stephenson – Duncan, BC – University of
Victoria, BC – Science: Biology
Hannah Strasdin – Grande Prairie, AB – Queen’s
University, ON – Life Sciences

Noey Tarasansombat – Bangkok, Thailand –
Babson College, MA – Business
Nadia Tarrabain – Edmonton, AB – University of
Alberta, AB – Nutrition & Food Science

Francis Von – Sha Tin, Hong Kong – King’s
College London, England – Medicine
Mathijs von Battenburg – Cowichan Bay, BC –
University of Victoria, BC – Engineering
Katie Vowk – Whitehorse, YT – University
of British Columbia-Okanagan, BC – Arts:
Psychology
Virginia Waddell – Miami, FL – Western
University, ON – Management & Organizational
Studies, then Honours Business Administration
Nathaniel Ward – Mill Bay, BC – University of
Victoria, BC – Commerce
Connor Wardrop – Shawnigan Lake, BC –
University of British Columbia-Vancouver, BC
– Sciences
Meg Warhurst – Lillooet, BC – University of
King’s College, NS – Foundation Year Programme
Tessa Warhurst – Lillooet, BC – Royal College of
Surgeons, Ireland – Medicine
Mark Wheaton – Saskatoon, SK – University of
British Columbia-Vancouver, BC – Engineering
Taylor Wheaton – Regina, SK – University of
Victoria, BC – Visual Arts: Film Studies
Luke Whist – Sun Peaks, BC – University of
Victoria, BC – Social Sciences

Kendra Thompson – Whitehorse, YT – Gap year,
then applying to University of Victoria, BC –
Visual Arts

Oliver Wilson – Mill Bay, BC – University of
Victoria, BC – Engineering

Alex Toporowski – Kamloops, BC – University of
Waterloo, ON – Honours Arts & Business

Cameron Woodbridge – Napa, CA – Bond
University, Australia – Business

Ludovica Scapagnini – Catania, Italy –
Completing studies for the Italian Diploma

Riley Toporowski – Kamloops, BC – The
George Washington University, DC – Business
Administration: Sport Management

Morgan Woodbridge – Napa, CA – The George
Washington University, DC – International Affairs
& Politics

Julia Schack – Salt Spring Island, BC – Queen’s
University, ON – Life Sciences

Tiffany Toward – Calgary, AB – Queen’s
University, ON – Arts: Psychology

Noah Woodbridge – Napa, CA – Vancouver Film
School, BC – Acting Essentials for Television & Film

Emma Scragg – Leduc, AB – University of
Victoria, BC – Humanities

Justin Van Vliet – Okotoks, AB – Gap year, then
applying to the Regular Officer Training Program
in the Canadian Armed Forces

Luka Wrenshall – Calgary, AB – Queen’s
University, ON – Arts: Film Studies

Mason Shadlock – Mill Bay, BC – University of
Victoria, BC – Engineering
Eva Shumiatcher – Vancouver, BC – Queen’s
University, ON – Arts: Film & Media

Amaya Varma – Portland, OR – Portland State
University, Portland, OR – Honors College:
Liberal Arts & Science

Michaela Yatauro – Huntington Beach, CA – San
Diego State University, CA – Communication
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dawns
A NEW ATHLETIC AGE

THE ELDON AND ANNE FOOTE
ATHLETIC CENTRE

Phoebe Habkirk ‘19
Since 1923 Brentwood College School has been dedicated to giving “leaders of
tomorrow their best start in life” (Norman Yarrow - Governor, 1923). Brentwood’s new
Eldon & Anne Foote Athletic Centre provides its students unlimited choices and will
make sure nothing holds them back from pursuing new and exciting opportunities.
Photo – David Burton ‘93
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Story continued on page 34
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Board Chair Blair Horn '79, Anne Foote, Head Prefect Lulu Jama '19,
and Head of School Bud Patel at the Official Opening
of the Eldon and Anne Foote Athletic Centre,
September 22nd, 2018

The Foote Family
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John Allpress with Mrs. Marion Wheaton
and her son Herb

The Wheaton Family
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Donor group photo

A GRAND OCCASION
On Saturday, September 22nd, in true Brentwood fashion, we welcomed
the extended family (comprised of 200+ alumni, current and past parents,
donors, governors, past staff and friends) to join our students and staff for the
opening ceremony of the Eldon & Anne Foote Athletic Centre. Many events
are hosted on the Brentwood campus throughout the year, but this was one
of those special and rare occasions that only come once or twice a decade.
An occasion, not to broadcast our amazing new facility to the rest of the world,
but to share the story of how we got here, and to thank the many, many people
involved in supporting this project and bringing it to fruition.
The twenty-minute ceremony, which included remarks from Bud Patel, donor
Anne Foote, Board Chair Blair Horn, Head Prefect Lulu Jama and a ribbon
cutting with all four, was followed by a reception in the Centre’s foyer and
atrium. A handful of student hosts then lead guests on tours of the building,
while hundreds of Brentwood students dove into a sports afternoon,
showcasing every aspect of their new facility and giving our extended family a
living picture of the building’s capabilities; from students playing volleyball in
the Wheaton Gym, to having injuries treated in the Briggs Wellness Clinic, to
scaling the indoor Climbing Wall.
We’d like to thank every student and staff member who played a part in
bringing this special day together. We’d like to thank the universe for smiling
on us with sunny weather so that we could host all 800 attendees outside
for the ceremony! Most importantly, we’d like to thank Brentwood’s extended
family for being with us in person and in spirit on September 22nd.

Amy Weinberg
Anne Foote delivers her speech
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Touring the new building

Manager, Alumni Relations
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GREATER STUDENT ENGAGEMENT
The biggest advantage is that it will give more kids more access to
physical activity. A space as inspiring as the Foote Athletic Centre
will also make training/participation that much more enticing for our
students. With kids working out more, having more access to gym
time etc., I do think we will eventually also see improved performance,
though for us the big win is that we anticipate even greater student
engagement in physical activity

Blake Gage

Director of Athletics

21,000 SF gym

Continued from page 29

Architecture and Design Magazine says
“Building design at its visionary best
engages, exhilarates, and inspires.” After
seeing Brentwood’s new state-of-theart Foote Centre one can understand
how much that statement rings true. The
sleek and stunning exterior could inspire
anyone to grab a pair of runners and
give training a go.
The Foote Centre boasts a 21,000 SF
gymnasium which holds 2 full sized
basketball courts (with a feature court
and four volleyball courts) which are excellent additions to the thriving basketball and volleyball athletic programs.
Another gem of the Centre is the Field
House, used for receptions, hosting
after-sports events, and indoor/outdoor
viewing of the gymnasium and field.
Already this fall it has proved its use34 : THE BRENTONIAN : 2018

fulness for several events for students,
faculty, the Board of Governors and
other guests.
In order to not merely produce
well-rounded students but also
well-rounded athletes, Brentwood has
included an impressive strength & conditioning gym to enable focused training
for specific sports and to improve overall
health. Students are welcome to come
by the gym in order to work with staff to
create fitness plans for their sports.
Towering through the middle of the
building is also a 50 ft climbing wall.
Standing 4.5 storeys high, the wall gives
new and experienced climbers a chance
to push their limits and learn how to
climb, belay, and improve their fitness
and technique on the remarkable wall.
Another intriguing part of the new

building is its multi-purpose rooms. The
building is designed for the future, and
these rooms are perfect blank canvases
for whatever the School may need. We
will be able to turn these rooms into what
will suit us best on a day-to-day basis
whether it be for yoga, training, rowing
ergs, dance, acting classes, or even a
special space for students with extra time
as an accommodation for test taking.
None of these remarkable features
would be available to us without the
never-ending efforts of Mr John Allpress,
a man who gave 38 years to our school
so that Brentwood students could thrive
with remarkable facilities. “While the
outcome of our hard work is the stateof-the-art Eldon and Anne Foote Centre,
the process from campus planning,
to constituent engagement, to donor
backing, was the real prize” Mr Allpress

The indoor climbing wall
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TALENT & TREASURE

AMAZING OPPORTUNITIES

The completion of this building marks the end
of a journey that began in 2015 and is part of a
larger puzzle that is our Campus Master Plan. Our
initial idea was to wrap an extra gym round the
Woodward Sportsplex. After some initial concept
drawings, we realized that putting a gymnasium
on the oceanfront was not the best use of our
land. George Killy, former Governor and Alum
from 1964 reminded us, “you don’t want to make
a 50-year mistake”. Thanks to his timely advice,
we shifted our focus onto this site.

The Foote Athletic Centre is truly special. It is going to give so
many opportunities and amazing experience to the Brentwood
community. As the building manager, it is hard to put in words
how one building impacts so many. It is an honour to be part of
the Foote Centre and see how it grew into what it is today from
the very beginning. The best part of this experience since the
opening has been seeing the expressions on students faces
when they first walk through the entrance. They get to see
what the Eldon and Anne Foote Athletic Centre is all about
and the realize the opportunities they will have.

Drew Langer

The Foote Athletic Centre is the latest piece of our
campus renewal that has been both staggering
and methodical. From land acquisition to facility
enhancement, the vision, commitment, and
execution of this plan is worthy of praise. Over
the past 18 years, a number of major facilities
have risen from the ground. In 2002, the Maeda
Health Centre started the ball rolling and now
in 2018, the Eldon & Anne Foote Athletic Centre
continues the momentum. Our community
has made a massive investment in the idea of
Brentwood and has backed it with their time,
talent and treasure. Always with one singular
goal – to help facilitate the best possible student
experience.

Manager, Foote Athletic Centre

Murals of Brentwood athletes
bring colour to interior walls

The Strength and Conditioning space is well equipped with a xult rig,
racks, lifting platforms, and plyo boxes

The Atrium level walkway offers views to the gym

told us. “Every student, both competitive and recreational, from September
2018 onwards will have an enhanced
and positive experience as a result of
this inspirational space.” And that we
will. The generosity of the donors and
all those involved are sure to impact
Brentwood students and our community
for a lifetime.
We students, along with staff, alumni,
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parents and families, were lucky enough
to be able to connect with some of the
donors on the 22nd of September for
the Foote Athletic Centre opening. Head
of School Mr. Patel (see Talent & Treasure) spoke about how lucky we are to
have all the facilities around us and what
this building means for us now and for
our future. He thanked all those who not
only donated but who invested count-

less hours and invested their days and
nights to work on perfecting the project.
One of the largest thanks was to Mr Allpress for his constant help and support
with everything to do with Brentwood
life. It is a lesson to be cherished. How
lucky we students are to have had Mr
Allpress in our lives.
Mr Allpress was able to come by for the
opening and tour the facilities with all of

the other guests, surely talking about
how incredible the building is the entire
time as that seemed to be a favourite
pastime of his even before it was built.
The admiration for the Foote Athletic
Centre was palpable in everyone who
attended. Facilities like this inspire
people to learn and try new things. The
work that Brentwood puts into everything is what makes it stand out, and it’s

easy to see, as Mr. Patel says, that at
the end of the day Brentwood has “One
singular goal – to help facilitate the best
possible student experience.” And this
new Eldon and Anne Foote Athletic Centre will encourage us all to achieve that.

We were keen to build a place of health
and wellness for now and for life. Whether
competitive or recreational, all students will
benefit from the Foote Centre. Thanks to our
design team, we were also keen to reflect and
connect this facility to the newer buildings along
the southern end of campus. This modern, west
coast space is elegantly simple – concrete,
steel, wood and glass combine to create an
open porous feeling where the indoor interacts
with outdoor. To their credit, the Board charged
us to, as best we can, future-proof the space,
so it is by design, overbuilt to support future
potential. Like the Bunch Centre and Centre for
Arts and Humanities, we hope that the Eldon &
Anne Foote Athletic Centre will inspire current
and future Brentonians to elevate their game
and be their best.
I would like to acknowledge our major donors,
for, without their support, none of this would
have been possible. We are humbled by your
belief in Brentwood and immensely grateful for
your commitment to this project. As staff and
students, we know that the opportunity to train,
compete and host tournaments in a facility of
this calibre is rare. Thank you. Your generosity
will impact generations of Brentonians.

Bud Patel

Head of School
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alumniupdate
I accepted the role of Alumni Relations Manager in November
2017 with feelings of excitement and optimism but also a great
deal of nervousness. As an alumna of Brentwood (Gwynneth ‘05) I
realized I hadn’t done a very good job of staying in touch with my
old school or many of my classmates, save a small few. Would my
former teachers (now my colleagues) remember me? Would this
community of alumni, donors, friends and families welcome me
back into the fold? Or would it be an uphill battle to rejoin what
some might call an exclusive club?

Summer Camps at Brentwood 2019

My fears were put to rest within days of starting my new job.
Alumni from cities around the world and grad years well removed
from my own era, emailed or called to welcome me to my new role.
I was floored. It also made me extremely proud of this place and
relieved that I’d made the right decision in returning to work here.
I now fully understand what goes through the minds of other Old Brentonians who finally work up the
courage to reconnect with their School after 10, 20, 30, even 40 years of little to no contact. Dozens
who returned for this year’s Summer Reunion admitted to me they’d had thoughts of cancelling at
the 11th hour. Afterwards, those same alum told us how glad they were that they came. They, along
with myself, realized that no matter how long they’d been away, Brentwood is and always will be
here for them.

1. Teen Musical

July 2-6 (for ages 13-17)

2. Junior Musical

July 7-12 (for ages 8-12)

3. Debate

July 14-20

My first year in this role has been amazing. There have been so many milestones to celebrate in
such a short time; a bittersweet goodbye to John Allpress, the opening of the Foote Athletic Centre,
our best Annual Giving year yet, record turnout at alumni events and reaching 1,600 users on our
Brentonian Connect networking platform, to name a few. Old Brentonians and their families have
been at the heart of every one of these milestones. I can’t wait to see what next year will bring!

4. Soccer
5. Rowing
6. Kingswood

July 6 - August 3

(Dates to be conﬁrmed)

Academic/Arts/Sports/Leisure. Focus on language acquisition.
7. Academic Camp

July 6-August 17. Academic/Arts/Sports/Leisure.

camps.brentwood.bc.ca

Make
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er 201
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9
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Amy Weinberg ‘05

ALUMNI RELATIONS MANAGER

/brentwoodalumni

/OldBrentonians

Brentwood College School Group

Co-ed | Boarding | Grades 9-12 | British Columbia | Canada | www.brentwood.bc.ca
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66
8

9

1

alumni

EVENTS
Hong Kong

2

March 28, 2018

Kelowna

4 Debbie Sit (Alex ‘95) and Bud Patel

February 15, 2018

Victoria

(guest of Dan Thompson), Ethan Smith (Privett
‘15), Toby Collis Handford (Privett ‘15) and Crystal
Harvey (Mack ‘93)

January 25, 2018

5 Tom Burley (Class of ‘73), Tiara Pettinger (Alex
‘09), Marius Felix (Privett ‘77) and Geoff Briggs
(Rogers ‘77)

6

(OPPOSITE PAGE) Tara (Holmes) Martinez (Alex
‘98) and Lee Ferreira (Ellis ‘98)

Taipei

March 30, 2018

7 Eddie Tsai (Ellis ‘85)
5
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10 Sandy Li (parent of Joyce ‘17 and Derek ‘20),

3 John Allpress and Grace Fok (Gwynneth ‘05)

2 Taichi Yoneya (Whittall ‘00), Mika Yoneya (wife

4

and Gina Lai (Mack ‘10)

of Taichi), Vincent Li (Whittall ‘04) and Joyce
Mang (Alex ‘99)

waterfront from the patio of the InterContinental
Hotel

8 Sean Pan (Ellis ‘97) presents John Allpress with a
retirement gift from Brentwood’s Taiwan graduates

10

9 Kevin Hsu (Privett ‘09), Sam Reynolds (Ellis ‘07)

Hsi-Ya Chen (wife of Eddie Tsai), Jeffrey Yu (Ellis
‘04), Kevin Yu (parent of Joyce ‘17 and Derek ‘20),
Eddie Tsai (Ellis ‘85), Derek Yu (Ellis ‘20), John
Allpress, Gina Lai (Mack ‘10), Sean Pan (Ellis ‘97),
Richard Yu (Ellis ‘02), Kevin Hsu (Privett ‘09),
Sam Reynolds (Ellis ‘07) and Bud Patel at the
Sherwood Hotel

1 Guests enjoyed a beautiful view of the Kowloon

3

7

11

12

13

14

11 Dan Thompson (Whittall ‘08), Alanna Cairns

12 Dan Hindle (Privett ‘79), Graeme McCauley

(past Governor and parent of Scott ‘98), Ro
Hindson (Whittall ‘69 and parent of Will ‘09, Ben
‘11 and Emily ‘12) and Doug Manning

San Mateo
May 3, 2018

13 Cesar Sroka (Rogers ‘95), John Allpress and
Sonia Sroka (wife of Cesar)

14 Clayton Johnston and Andy Cheng (Rogers
‘99)
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alumni

EVENTS
San Mateo
May 3, 2018

23

1 Clayton Johnston, David Lapeyrouse (Rogers

‘00), Cesar Sroka (Rogers ‘95), John Allpress,
Polly Baylis (parent of Sarah ‘08), Andy Cheng
(Rogers ‘99), Susan Edwards (parent of Trevor
‘16 and Toria ‘17), David Martin (Rogers ‘84),
Owen Baylis (parent of Morgan ‘01 and Sarah
‘08), Sudhir Arora (parent of Mahir ‘21) at Three
Restaurant + Bar

Toronto

June 4, 2018
4
3

5
4

2 Beatrice Fletcher (Alex ‘12), Frankie Poon
(Whittall ‘12), and Lindsay Chan (Mack ‘12)

3 Melanie Duke (wife of David Duke), Richard
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Tokyo

April 2, 2018

6 (OPPOSITE PAGE) Hanako Okano (Alex ‘05), Tetsuro

Nakatani (Ellis ‘96), Bud Patel, John Allpress, Shoji &
Akiko Maeda (grandparents of Hanako) and Sayuri Maeda
(mother of Hanako)

10

7 Toshiko Ohta (mother of Kenshin ‘16), Bud Patel, Hikari

Imai (guest of Tetsuro Nakatani), Hideo Nakatani (father
of Tetsuro ‘96), Mitsuhiro & Yoshiko Kondo (parents of Rei
‘20), Youki Imai, Youto Imai, John Allpress, Mamiko Imai,
Tetsuro Nakatani (Ellis ‘96), Haruka Onishi (Mack ‘19),
Shizuka Onishi (mother of Haruka ‘19), Hanako Okano (Alex
‘05) and Kijo Onishi (father of Haruka ‘19) at the Tokyo
American Club

2
4

11

Regatta Reception
April 28, 2018

8

Edna Widenmaier and Rob Dixon (Ellis ‘94)

9 Andrea Flemming (Mackenzie ‘00) serves up some
culinary treats from her restaurant Hudson’s on First

Rogers (Class of ‘83), Kevin Hare (Rogers ‘84) and
David Duke (Privett ‘82)

10 Kate Coull, Gina Barale (Mackenzie ‘17) and Zoé Napier

4 Jacqueline Pigeon (Alex ‘13), Minh Cao
(Whittall ‘13) and Bennet King (Whittall ‘16)

11 Katlan Scragg (Allard ‘16) and Mitali Patel (Mackenzie ‘16)

5 Chris Woodward (Privett ‘95), Rob Dixon (Ellis

Vanessa Croft (Allard ‘17), Cole Hickey (Whittall ‘17), Sarah
Brown (Allard ‘17) and Alejandro Godin (Ellis ‘17)

‘94), Natasha (Dixon) Blackburn (Alex ‘91) and
Janice Schulte Woodward (Alex ‘95)

6

8

9
3

12

4

(Mackenzie ‘17)

12 Xander Assaly (Whittall ‘17), Johanna Haley (Alex ‘17),

13 Kai Peters (Rogers ‘13), Eryn White (Allard ‘13), Lauren
Aspden (Allard ‘13), Ashley Chuckry (Mackenzie ‘13),
Caroline Cakebread (Allard ‘13); Back row: Tyler Armeneu
(Ellis ‘13)

13
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2

4

EVENTS

6 Don Hickman (Class of ‘68) and Alan Wilson (Class of

Regatta Reception
April 28, 2018

3
Altman, Ian Wallace, Dale Martin, Mike Langer, Steven
Forsyth and Scott McKillop

1 Award presenter Jessica (Purdy) Rozitis (Alex

8 Mike Santoro (Privett ‘97), Kim Bernard (Alex ‘98),

‘88), David Wilkinson (Class of ‘71), Malcolm
Howard (Ellis ‘01), award presenter Mark
Collinson (Ellis ‘00), Tyler Wish (Whittall ‘98) and
award presenter Oliver Amiel (Whittall ‘96)

2 Jack Mussallem (Whittall ‘72) and Bud Patel

Reunion

June 29 to July 1, 2018

‘68) taste some wine at Unsworth Vineyards

7 Lifers from the Class of 1978; Sandy Berkeley, Bobby

7

Stephanie (Swift) Henderson (Alex ‘98), Brooke Raphael
(Alex ‘98) and Sarah (Turyk) Verrall (Alex ‘98)

9 Graham Young (Whittall ‘73) and Nola (Gregson)
Hendrie (Class of ‘73)

10 Laurie (Foote) Evans (Class of ‘73) and Robert Eyre
(Whittall ‘73)

11 Rick Brine (Privett ‘73) does some stand up paddling

3 The 1998 girls of Alex House reunited with

3

their house parent Eileen Mais; left to right:
Kimberley Bernard, Naomi (Melhuish) Larkins,
Angela (Baxter) Santoro, Stephanie (Swift)
Henderson, Meagan Lang, Lauren Garvey,
Brooke Raphael, Sarah (Turyk) Verrall, Jenny
Lun and Christy Skinner

8

4 A rugby reunion with members from the

1993 team; back row: Gordon Turnbull (Privett
‘93), Sam Boyte (Whittall ‘93), Lawrence Wilton
(Rogers ‘93), Mike Herschmiller (Ellis ‘94), Guido
Getejanc (Ellis ‘94), Mateo Ocejo (Whittall ‘93),
Ryan Chen-Wing (Ellis ‘93); front row: Sean
Fauth (Ellis ‘93), John Allpress (former coach),
Dave Robertson (former coach) and Rob Dixon
(Ellis ‘94)

5 (OPPOSITE PAGE) Dave Robertson (former
4
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rugby coach) and John Allpress try to make off
with their team’s 1993 rugby trophy!

9

10

11
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alumni

4

9

2

EVENTS
Reunion

June 29 to July 1, 2018

1 David Muth (Ellis ‘88) and Tim Beckmann
(Whittall ‘88)

2 Tim Lethin (Ellis ‘93) and his wife Savanna
5

3 Charles Haigh (Rogers ‘93) unearths an

7 A group shot outside Unsworth Vineyards
8 Fabio Guarducci (Whittall ‘78), Scott McKillop (Whittall ‘78)
and Bobby Altman (Rogers ‘78)

9 Class of 2008

interesting item from the Class of ‘93 time
capsule

10 Class of 2003; Ryan Gallagher, Leilani Evans and Andrew

4 Ryan Chen-Wing (Ellis ‘73), Dave McCarthy and

11 Class of 1998

Sean Fauth (Ellis ‘93)

10

Higginson; missing: Brian Newman

5 Anne Huis In’t Veld (Mack ‘08), David Mackay
(Privett ‘08) and Danica (Lagasse) Kinch
(Gwynneth ‘08)

6 Friends from the Class of ‘78; Wendy Northrup,

6
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Paula (King) Brown, Barb (Dyson) Sharpe, Cathy
Stone, Linda Stone, Fran Alley, Ian Wallace, Erin
Collins and Joanna Gillett

11
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alumni

EVENTS
Reunion

June 29 to July 1, 2018

1 Class of 1993
3

2 Class of 1968; Alan Wilson and Don Hickman;
missing: Bill Winterton

8

3 Class of 1988
4 Class of 1978 (with emeritus faculty June &
Steve Wynne, Howard Martin and Bill Ross)

5 Class of 1973
6 (OPPOSITE PAGE) A late-night beach bonfire
7 (OPPOSITE PAGE) Clifton Murray (Rogers ‘98)
and Lauren Garvey (Alex ‘98) get the karaoke
party started!
4

Vancouver

10

November 23, 2017

8 (OPPOSITE PAGE) Networking at the Alberni
Street Keg

9 (OPPOSITE PAGE) Deirdre Huestis (Alex ‘11)
and Liz Cosulich (Alex ‘07)

10 (OPPOSITE PAGE) Angela Dublanko (Alex
‘98) and Faisal Manji (Whittall ‘97)

11 (OPPOSITE PAGE) Josh Pekarsky (Privett
5
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‘85), Nicole Heighington (Alex ‘88) and James
Furney (Privett ‘85)

9

12

11
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25

6

5 Members of the 2004 cast and crew of Crazy For You

pose for a photo onstage with members of the 2018 cast

6 Members of the Class of ‘68 meet-up in Victoria; Craig

1

class

NOTES
1 Several Old Brentonians returned to campus
to take on our Senior Boys basketball team on
May 12, 2018

2 Clifton Murray (Rogers ‘98) with wife Rachel

Davidson, D’Arcy Boulton, Trevor (Bud) Davis, Bill Watt, David
Minty and Chris Elwick

7 Kapri Thomas (Gwynneth ‘03) walks the red carpet at

the JUNO Awards on March 25, 2018 in Vancouver; Kapri’s
single “Deeper” was nominated for Dance Video of the
Year

8 Three Brentonians - Sam Reynolds (Ellis ‘07), Virginia

Reynolds (Alex ‘11), and Rebecca Day Reynolds (Hilton
‘80) - with their trusty escort, Dr. Reynolds, celebrated
the graduation (with distinction) of Will Reynolds (Ellis ‘12)
from RCMP Depot Division on July 9th, 2018. Constable
Reynolds is now stationed in Surrey.

9 Rielly Milne (Whittall ‘14) was Coxswain of Team USA’s

Men’s 8+ that won the gold medal in the World Rowing U23
Championships; setting a new world record time (5:22:2)

10 John Allpress visits with Alastair Gillespie (Class of
1941) in Toronto

Carvalho at the JUNO Gala Dinner on March 24,
2018 in Vancouver; Clifton, as part of musical
group The Tenors, was nominated for Adult
Contemporary Album of the Year
2

3

3

7

8

3 Sydney Payne (Alex ‘15) stroked the

Canadian Women’s 8+ to the gold medal in the
World Rowing U23 Championships this July

4 Lorraine Blake, Edna Widenmaier and

past Crazy For You cast and crew members,
Bryony Blake (Gwynneth ‘04), Carly (Turnbull)
Longmore (Mack ‘06), Sarah O’Born (Mack ‘05),
Christine Pierce (Gwynneth ‘05) and Boyd Sloan
(Rogers ‘04), attempting to turn back time!

4
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weddings

9

10

&BIRTHS

12

1 Jeffrey Wu (Rogers ‘05) and Ida Qu (Mack ‘07)
6

tied the knot on May 26, 2017 in Bali, Indonesia

2 Old Brentonians at wedding of Jeffrey and

Ida; front row: Florence Tsoi (Gwynneth ‘05),
Alice Chen (Mack ‘04), Jeffrey Wu (Rogers ‘05),
Garret Graeme (Rogers ‘05), Ida Qu (Mack ‘07),
David Lee (Rogers ‘07); back row: Brandon Cheng
(Privett ‘04), Kenneth Ukrainec (Rogers ‘05), Tony
Kuo (Ellis ‘05), Joy Liu (Alex ‘07), Lorraine Yuen
(Alex ‘07), Emma Hsu (Mack ‘06)

3
2

7

3 Noah Stevens (Rogers ‘05) and wife Georgia

welcomed daughter Sloane Jenell on September
5, 2017

4 Justin Woodward (Whittall ‘01) and wife Cindy
welcomed son Henry Chrisopher on November
30, 2017

5 Simon Adnams (Whittall ‘07) & Megan Jackson
3
4

8

(Mack ‘08) were married on the Brentwood
campus this July with many Old Brentonians in
attendance; pictured here with their wedding
party (left to right: Dave Cowie (Ellis ‘08), Trevor
Riback, Max Gordichuk, Matt Adnams (Whittall
‘09), Anne Huis In’t Veld (Mack ‘08), Sara Jackson
(Mack ‘10), Heather Dunlop and Samantha Whiffin

6 Frances Candy (Mack ‘06) married Tyler
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9 Ellen Kutscher (Mack ‘05) married David Kim on August 25,

15

16

welcomed their second child, Mya Lucy, on November 3, 2017

11 Oliver Amiel (Whittall ‘96) and wife Robyn welcomed their
second child, Teresa Amiel, on March 26, 2018

12 Mateo Ocejo (Whittall ‘93) and wife Tara welcomed
daughter Lyla Sol on April 11, 2018

13 Nathan Cowie (Ellis ‘05) and wife Robyn welcomed their
second child Lilly on February 23, 2018

14 Allison Zell (Alex ‘08) married Shannon Landry on Cape

Breton Island this August; Ophelia Chua (Alex ‘08), Jacqueline
Pigeon (Alex ‘13) and Rachel Pigeon (Alex ‘16) were bridesmaids

15 James Deck (Ellis ‘01) and wife Chrissy welcomed
daughter Maggie Barbara on June 25, 2018

7 Frances and her bridesmaids; Jillian Allard

17 Celeste (Kallos) Goetzinger (Gwynneth ‘05) and husband

(Jackson), Sara Jackson (Mack ‘10) and Mark Jackson

14

10 Nicole (Hartwig) Braith (Gwynneth ‘05) and husband Mark

16 Faculty member Marco Hernandez and wife Dayli Hidalgo

8 Jane Jackson, Simon Adnams, Megan Adnams

12
13

2018 in the yard of Ellen’s childhood home on Vashon Island, WA

Welbergen on July 7, 2018 at Bar U Ranch in
Longview, Alberta
(Mack ‘06), Sophie Beswick (Alex ‘06), Ana
Douderina and Cirisse Stephen (Mack ‘06)
5

11

Ferrer welcomed their new baby Alejandro on September 9, 2018
Travis welcomed son Maxwell Andres Steven on April 1st, 2018

18 Donald Wheaton (Elis ‘08) married Angela Cotton (now

Wheaton) on May 19, 2018; this photo was taken at UBC where
the couple first met

517
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OBITUARIES
Cara Adensamer
OB 2017

The family and friends
of Cara Adensamer
are heartbroken to
announce her passing
on the 20th of April,
2018. Cara will be
deeply missed by
her younger brother
Jackson, her parents
Cindy Jeklin and Ray
Adensamer, her Omas,
her cousins, her aunts
and uncles and her
many beloved friends –
both old and new.
Cara was born in
Vancouver on the 3rd of
March, 1999, and grew
up in Kitsilano. She was
intelligent, insightful and

independent with a unique combination of artistic creative
talent equally matched by her strong analytical and logical
mind. Throughout her short 19 years Cara always had big
hopes and dreams. She had an endless curiosity and an
insatiable desire to travel and see the world and was always
one step ahead, meticulously planning and organizing her
next adventure and challenging those around her to keep up
with the vision. Cara joined Brentwood College School at the
start of her Grade 11 year and graduated in 2017. While here,
she participated in field hockey, soccer, weight training, yoga,
dance, along with drawing and painting. Her skills and talents
were vast as she excelled in the arts and academics. Within
the boarding house, her tenacious and determined attitude
were well respected and appreciated and many considered
her a loyal and thoughtful friend. Cara had just successfully
completed her first year at the Sauder School of Business
at UBC, balancing the academic demands of a difficult
program with community and social involvement through
her sorority Alpha Delta Pi. Despite her many talents and
accomplishments, Cara did not always realize how special
she was or of how much she was loved and valued by the
different people in her life.

OB 1969

They hoped it was Parkinson’s but reckoned it was worse. A
self-proclaimed internist - a “physician without credentials”
as he put it – John Davis had already made the correct
54 : THE BRENTONIAN : 2018

A connoisseur of irreverence, his Brentwood classmates
will remember John as a gregarious and gifted student with
a sharp tongue (used mostly on defense) and a powerful
disdain for pretension. He was a social chameleon able
to handle all manner of people and situations. He had
an eclectic array of friends and interests, treating the
humble and the prominent all the same. He was a walking
encyclopedia of useless trivia. He liked simple things:
sailing, walking the sea wall, hockey pools, cycling, family,
colleagues, little kids and especially Tammy Wynette.
He was a huge fan of Tammy’s classic “Stand By Your
Man” played at full volume. And he named his sailboat
the “Wynette Pugh” – Tammy’s birth name. His bookshelf
featured a dog-eared copy of “Kitsch: An Anthology of Bad

Ian Louden Drost

NOVEMBER 6, 1930 JANUARY 27, 2018
OB 1948
diagnosis. It was, as the neurologist confirmed and John
feared, ALS – a foul and inhuman condition in its most
aggressive form. He died peacefully, holding hands with his
two daughters, Wendy and Margot (both real physicians) on
March 20, 2018, one week short of his 66th birthday and only
8 months after diagnosis.

John Davis

colourful people who appreciated his outrageous political
views and practical legal advice grounded in John’s goodnatured cynicism and based on the principle that clients do
not want edification, they want solutions.

John was a “phantom” member of the all-boys Brentwood
Class of ’69. Arriving at the school in grade 10, he managed
to make it as far as grade 12 Christmas holidays when the lure
of Okanagan ski bunnies in winter snow suits and summer
bikinis proved irresistible. He dropped out in favour of the
Vernon party scene, a move he would later describe as “the
dumbest thing I ever did”. He barely finished high school but
scrambled back up the ladder of academic achievement,
ultimately gaining admission to UBC law school where he
got good marks effortlessly. He practiced law happily in
Vancouver where he counted among his clients some of
Vancouver’s more prominent and interesting entrepreneurs,

Ian was born in
Vancouver, B.C., on
November 6, 1930, the
only child of Helen and
Herbert Mason (H.M.)
Drost. He attended Prince
of Wales Elementary
School in Vancouver, and,
later, Brentwood College
School on Vancouver
Island. In 1954, Ian graduated from UBC with a law degree, and
joined his father in the family law firm of Drost, Drost, Coultas
and Standfield, which eventually became Drost, Affleck and
Knott. In 1985, Ian was appointed as a judge, first to the
County Court of New Westminster, then to the County Court of
Vancouver, in 1987, and finally to the Supreme Court of British
Columbia, in 1990, where he served until his 75th birthday in
2005. Ian lived and worked mostly in Vancouver, but moved

Taste” by Gillo Dorfles. Why? Nobody knew. He traveled
to Cape Canaveral to watch a rocket blast off. And he read
obituaries obsessively and with uncharacteristic reverence,
feigning annoyance when one of his pals asked why the obit
people died in convenient alphabetic order.
Irreverence, though, was the usual style, an attribute
that brought occasional trouble at Brentwood. He fondly
recalled his victory in, and even more fondly the subsequent
punishment resulting from, a classroom flatulence contest
which infuriated the night prefect by disrupting Grade 10
prep. It got him three of the second best administered
by bemused duty master Jim Burrows. Jim’s corporal
punishment tool of choice – one of room-mate Ro Hindson’s
size 15 running shoes which John had to fetch from the
locker room. After all, Jim advised John with a wink and a
smile, flatulence was not a caning offence.
Peter Scarrow, OB 1969. Ro Hindson, OB 1969.

to Salt Spring Island with his wife Catherine in 2003, and
then, last year, to Victoria. As a young man, Ian was actively
involved in politics at the provincial and federal level. He loved
British Columbia, and often remarked how fortunate he was to
be able to travel to so many towns and places in the province,
both as a circuit court judge, and as a political campaign
strategist during some of the federal and provincial elections
in the late 50s and early 60s. A lifelong sailor, he was a
sea cadet in high school, and was later commissioned as a
lieutenant in the Royal Canadian Naval Reserve. He enjoyed
cruising and racing in the Pacific Northwest with his family
and many friends. Family was always Ian’s primary focus, and
he managed to balance family life with heavy work demands
and responsibilities. Ian’s friendliness, wisdom, consideration,
compassion, and good sense of humour were always in
evidence, and highly appreciated by his family, friends,
colleagues, and many associates. Ian passed away peacefully
on January 27, 2018. He is survived by his wife of almost
60 years, Catherine, their three children, John (Rose), Anne
(Jacques), and Helen (Simon), and their three grandchildren,
Emma, Audrey and Flora.
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OBITUARIES
Khalil Es-Sabar
OB 2015
APRIL 25, 1997 JULY 21, 2018.

Khalil’s Brentwood
shipmates in Rogers
House will remember
how smoothly he took
on a brotherly role
and his charm as a
prefect despite being a
new student in Grade
12. His classmates
will remember his lively contributions to discussions. His
competitors will remember the fire of his debate and his
blistering serve on the tennis court. All would agree we
knew him for too short a time and the Brentwood family has
lost a loyal, friendly son with great potential. His parents

Vincent Holmes

OB 1947
27 APRIL 1929 20 NOVEMBER 2017

Vincent’s death
marked the end
of a generation of
long-time Victoria
residents. He was
the great-grandson
of J.D. Pemberton,
surveyor-general
of the Colony of
Vancouver Island and he worked for many years for the family
firm (Pemberton-Holmes) before starting his own business,
Thames Investments.
Vincent lived all but a decade in the same home in Oak Bay,
went to St. Michael’s and Brentwood schools, and took a
Bachelor of Commerce at UBC before working at the Bay,
where he met his wife, Maureen (Macfarlane). He had a head
for business but his heart was in poetry (which he said himself
56 : THE BRENTONIAN : 2018

have gratefully received many notes and expressions of
condolence from school friends and many others all over the
world. They have said that Khalil truly was a global citizen and
a highly connected young man. In their words:
Those of you who knew Khalil well knew his big, warm,
generous and loving personality. He was always the gentle
reconciler, the bridge builder, the born diplomat and the
eternal optimist in human nature and humanity. In his short
life of 21 years, Khalil achieved much, gave much, deeply
impacted many lives, young and old, in the most positive
way, and excelled at most things he deeply cared about.
What he cared about most was to be in the service of others,
to alleviate pain and poverty, and bring joy to whomever
he could. The Khalil Es-Sabar Foundation for Humanity has
been established with his estate and inheritance invested in
socially responsible investments to be used for the homeless,
disenfranchised youth, the aged and the poor throughout the
world through well run, responsible organizations.

he wrote with more affection than acumen). For over 20
years he carefully selected verse from his hundreds of poetry
volumes, then, two days a week, read to his poetry groups
at several local seniors’; residences. He rode his bicycle until
the age of 86, and was an avid walker, be it on a 10-mile hike
in the Lake District, by (and in) the sea collecting golf balls in
Oak Bay, or along his favourite route between Shoal Bay and
the fairways of the Victoria Golf Club
A review of the Brentonian school yearbook from 1946
reveals that young Vincent was deeply engaged in the life
and activities of his school. He was the editor in chief for the
school yearbook and was one of six school prefects with a
wide array of interests. He received awards for badminton,
squash and shooting, played rugby, ran the 440 in track and
was an avid member of the photography club. The Holmes
family connection to Brentwood College continues to this
day with grandchildren of his brother, Desmond, attending as
students.

Alastair Gillespie

OB 1941. BORN 1922
DIED SUNDAY, AUGUST 19, 2018
The Yarrow Shield is Brentwood’s
oldest trophy awarded on the
basis of academic and athletic
achievement; it remains one of our
most prestigious awards - all three
Gillespie brothers won the Yarrow. Alastair, Head Prefect and
Captain of Rugby is the only Brentonian to win it three times.
In his Grade 12 year he and his brother Ian were co-winners.
Despite the difference in their ages, both left Brentwood in
June 1941 and immediately enlisted for active service.
The 2017 Old Brentonian Lifetime
Achievement Award which
honours an Old Brentonian who
had a distinguished career and is
recognized as a leader in his/her
profession, and / or society, was
awarded to Alastair Gillespie, Class of
1941. The following is drawn from the
citation that accompanied this award.
Following four exceptional years at
Brentwood, Alastair Gillespie served
as a wartime naval officer (a fighter pilot in the Fleet Air Arm)
for four years, and then proceeded to McGill and Oxford (on
a Rhodes Scholarship) and later the University of Toronto’s
Business School. These experiences helped prepare him for
stellar careers in both business and public service.

In 1950, Alastair started with Toronto based W.J. Gage &
Company, moving up quickly to Vice President and a Director.
Simultaneously he taught Marketing courses at U. of T’s
Business School, and started an automatic vending company
on the side. Thirteen years later he joined the conglomerate
Canadian Corporate Management as Vice President and
served as the President of of its operating subsidiaries.
In 1968, Alastair was elected to the House of Commons in
the first Trudeau government. Re-elected in the general
elections of 1972 and 1974, he served for eight years in all
three of Pierre Trudeau’s cabinets. In 1971 as the first Minister
of Science and Technology, from 1972 - 1975 as the Minister
of Energy, Trade and Commerce, and from 1975 - 1979 as
Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources.
He returned to business in 1980 as
Chairman of the brewer, Carling O’keefe,
Chairman of the National Westminster
Bank of Canada, and Chairman of
Scotia Coal Synfuels consortium. He
also founded Scotia Synfuels Limited to
buy and rehabilitate the former Gulf Oil
Refinery at Port Tupper, Nova Scotia. As a
retirement project, he became a co-owner
of Creemore Springs Brewery in Creemore,
Ontario for several years. He also served as a director
of other commercial, public and private corporations, as
President of the Canadian Opera Company and as a Director
of a number of not-for-profit community enterprises. In 1999
he was appointed to the Order of Canada.

Jamie Little
OB 1988
1970 - 2018

In June of 2018, Jamie’s Brentwood friends, Tim Beckmann and Andrew
Parker, organized a Vancouver beachside farewell to their good friend, Jamie
Little. Close to one hundred of Jamie’s friends gathered to remember the man
who had spent his last twenty years living and working in Nova Scotia.
Andrew and Tim remember Jamie as a connector, an organiser who made
things happen. “He lived in Vancouver and Saltspring Island; loved boating
and finding ways to express his mischievous side,” remembers Andrew.
www.brentwood.ca : 57

DAVID
WILKINSON ‘71

ALUMNI Q&A

DANIEL
RILEY ‘04

RYAN
VAN HAREN

WHAT ARE YOU MOST PASSIONATE ABOUT?
All things aviation.
DO YOU HAVE A FAVOURITE
QUOTE OR MANTRA?
“If you love what you do, you’ll never work a
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WHAT WAS THE LAST NEW
THING YOU TRIED?
I recently traded in my beloved F150 pick-up
truck for a Chevy Volt electric car. This may not
be earth-shattering, but for those who know
me, going electric is something they never
could have predicted I would do.

FAVOURITE BRENTWOOD TEACHER(S):
Rob MacLean. His teaching, guidance and
love of debating really carried over into the
real world for me. My job revolves around
confident communication and largely, I have
Rob MacLean to thank for that.
WHERE DO YOU HOPE TO BE
10 YEARS FROM NOW?
Above ground.

“Five minutes
early is on time,
on time is late”

Extraordinary Young Brentonian Award
Outstanding Brentonian Award

TYLER
WISH ‘98
SARAH
COMMON ‘03
ALASTAIR
GILLESPIE ‘41

WHO OR WHAT HAS HAD THE BIGGEST
INFLUENCE ON YOUR LIFE TO DATE?
My parents. They taught me about work ethic,
respect, empathy and that not everything is
black and white. They treated my brother and I
like adults and gave us enough leash to get in
a bit of trouble and learn important lessons for
ourselves.

2019
Old Brentonian
Awards

MALCOLM
HOWARD ‘01

WHAT ACHIEVEMENT(S) ARE
YOU MOST PROUD OF?
Knowing that I went from being an entry level
intern to someone who’s earned the respect of
my peers. Also being a mentor to both pilots and
air traffic controllers, which I find very rewarding.

WHAT’S NEXT FOR YOU?
I don’t think too much about “what’s next”
anymore because I spent most of my flying
career worrying about finding the next bigger,
better flying opportunity. Send me an email in
10 years and I’ll let you know, but for now I’m
happy where I am.

FAVOURITE BRENTWOOD MEMORY:
Ellis House always felt like home thanks to
my houseparents Dave and Lisa McCarthy. In
reality, they were more like that cool aunt and
uncle you could always turn to for anything. I’ll
always remember rowing at St. Catharine’s, the
Model UN in New York, and even the weeklong suspension where I did my part to build
the walking path overlooking the ocean, but
my favourite memory will always be how the
McCarthys adopted us as part of their family.

Lifetime Achievement Award

Visit our website for:

GEORGE
KILLY ‘64

WHAT ARE YOU CURRENTLY DOING
PROFESSIONALLY OR OTHERWISE?
After Brentwood I worked my way up in
the aviation industry doing everything from
cleaning airplane toilets to checking in
passengers, until I finally reached my goal
of flying professionally. I now work as an air
traffic controller where I use my previous flying
experience to safely guide planes, big and
small.

day in your life” and “five minutes early is on
time, on time is late, and late is unacceptable.”

Nomina
an alum te
today
for the..
.

Ways to Nominate | Past Award Recipients

www.brentwood.bc.ca/alumni/old-brentonian-awards

JAYA
MURTHY ‘93

WHERE ARE YOU LOCATED IN
THE WORLD RIGHT NOW?
Coquitlam, BC where I live with my wife
Rhonda and two kids, Nyala (6) and Troy (2).

MICHELLE
MACLAREN ‘82

ELLIS ‘03
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old brentonian AWARDS

David Wilkinson, Tyler Wish and Malcolm Howard receive handmade gifts from
Pottery Captains Will Hardy ‘18 and Mark Wheaton ‘18 during
the awards ceremony

On Saturday, April 28th, 2018, during the 48th Annual
Brentwood Regatta weekend, over 180 alumni, faculty,
parents, and friends gathered in the Bunch Centre
for Performing Arts to honour three special alumni.
The third annual Old Brentonian Awards Reception
was preceded by a curation of local wines, spirits and
culinary treats from around the Cowichan Valley and
entertainment by our talented student pianists. The
following awards ceremony was especially memorable
as we welcomed Olympic champion and soon-to-be
doctor, Malcolm Howard (Ellis ‘01), biotech entrepreneur
Tyler Wish (Whittall ‘98) and engineer and Canada
Research Chair David Wilkinson (Class of 1971). Members
of our Old Brentonians Executive attended to introduce
the recipients and present them with their awards.

2018 Honorees

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

Recognizes an Old Brentonian for distinguished lifetime career achievements
and /or contributions to community through service.

David P. Wilkinson
Growing up on a nearby
dairy farm, David P. Wilkinson
completed 5 formative years at
Brentwood College School as
a day student. Following Brentwood, David graduated from
the University of British Columbia with a degree in Chemical
Engineering. During this time David was a varsity rower and
he represented Canada on the Canadian National Rowing
Team until 1980.
After a three-year industrial stint as a research battery
engineer David completed a PhD in Chemistry at the
University of Ottawa under the supervision of the preeminent
electrochemist Brian Conway. He returned to Vancouver
in 1986 to take up the position of division leader in battery
chemistry for Moli Energy (now E-One Moli Energy) where he
was a key member of the team that developed the world’s
first commercial rechargeable lithium battery. A few years
later David joined the nascent company Ballard Power
Systems where he was responsible for the core technology
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(CLASS OF 1971)

and research. As a researcher, Director and Vice President he
played a major role in establishing Ballard and Canada as a
world leader in the research, development and application of
fuel cell technology.
In 2004 David joined the Department of Chemical and
Biological Engineering at UBC as a Tier 1 Canada Research
Chair with a focus on energy conversion and storage, and
providing advanced sustainable solutions for energy and
water use. Since joining the university David has held a
number of leadership positions including Executive Director
of the UBC Clean Energy Research Centre, Principle Research
Officer and Senior Advisor with the National Research
Council of Canada (Vancouver Institute), Board Member of
the Canadian Hydrogen and Fuel Cells Association and the
Pacific Institute for Climate Solutions.
Recently, David co-founded the company “Mangrove Water
Technologies”, a spin-off company from his research program
at UBC. David has over 80 issued patents and over 185
peer-reviewed publications, and a number of book chapters

and edited books. He has received a number of awards for
his work, and he is a Fellow of the Engineering Institute of

Canada, the Canadian Academy of Engineering, the Chemical
Institute of Canada, and the Royal Society of Canada.

OUTSTANDING BRENTONIAN AWARD
Recognizes an Old Brentonian for outstanding career achievements
and/or for service to society.

Tyler Wish
Tyler Wish is a biotechnology
entrepreneur interested in
data-driven medicine and
computational drug discovery.
He is also an advocate for Canadian-led innovation and youth
STEM education, and a former national team athlete (rugby)
who received his PhD (medicine) from Memorial University.
Tyler co-founded Sequence Bio, a privately-held, venturebacked biotechnology company that is leading the
Newfoundland 100,000 person genome sequencing initiative
designed to advance “big data” drug discovery. As CEO,
Tyler was instrumental in forming the company’s foundational
partnerships and raising $5M in seed capital from top-tier
angel and venture capital investors in Canada and Silicon

(WHITTALL 1998)

Valley. Over the years, Tyler and the company were profiled
at numerous industry, investment and public-policy forums
including BIO Investor Forum, The Precision Medicine World
Conference, Canada 2020, and Bloomberg TV.
Tyler has also played a role in the broader Canadian
innovation ecosystem. He supported recent Federal
Legislation (Genetic Non-Discrimination Act), he was a
member of BIOTECanada’s Emerging Company CEO Advisory
Committee, and he was appointed as one of ten Canadian
Innovation Leaders by the Federal Minister of Innovation,
Science and Economic Development. As Canadian Innovation
Leader, Tyler worked with stakeholders to advise government
on policy that would enhance the competitiveness of
Canada’s innovation economy.

EXTRAORDINARY YOUNG BRENTONIAN AWARD
Recognizes an Old Brentonian, 35 years of age or younger, for significant
career achievements and/or service to society.

Malcolm Howard
Malcolm was born and raised
in Victoria, BC. He grew up
within sight of Elk Lake where
he first learned to row before
joining Brentwood in 1999. Graduating in 2001, his journey
took him to Boston, where he completed his bachelor’s
degree at Harvard University. After graduation, he returned
to his home in Victoria joining the Canadian National Rowing
team, winning Gold in the Men’s eight at the 2008 Beijing
Olympics and Silver in the London 2012 Olympics.

(ELLIS 2001)

In his transition out of sport and back into academics, he
journeyed to Oxford, UK with his wife Erika, where he won
the Oxford Cambridge Boat Race and pursued a Master of
Science in Clinical Medicine. Deciding to go after one more
degree, Malcolm started at UBC Medical School in the fall
of 2014 and is graduating in May of this year. He will start
residency this July in Anesthesiology at the University of
Western in London, Ontario.

www.brentwood.bc.ca/alumni/old-brentonian-awards
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REUNION 2019

save the date!

Friday, June 28th to Sunday, June 30th

11.22.2018 | Vancouver

Reception

Hosted by Bud Patel
GEORGIAN ROOM
THE VANCOUVER CLUB |
VANCOUVER

11.29.2018 | Young

Alum Victoria Pub
Night

Hosted by Rick Rodrigues
& Amy Weinberg
(Gwynneth ‘05)
SAM MCGEE ROOM | BARD
& BANKER PUB | VICTORIA

JANUARY 2019
1.31.2019 | Victoria Reception
Hosted by Bud Patel & Brentwood Faculty
SHAUGHNESSY BALLROOM
FAIRMONT EMPRESS | VICTORIA

Registration Now Open!
Visit brentwood.bc.ca/alumni/events for more info and to RSVP
Old Brentonians are welcomed back to campus for a fun-filled weekend reliving your favourite
Brentwood memories! Alumni from all grad years are welcome to attend as we celebrate milestone
reunions for the classes of 1969, 1974, 1979, 1984, 1989, 1994, 1999, 2004 and 2009

GORGEOUS WATERFRONT CAMPUS | GOURMET FOOD
DORM ACCOMMODATIONS (JUST LIKE OLD TIMES!) | CHILDCARE AVAILABLE
& FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY
Plenty of activities including rowing, kayaking, stand-up paddle boarding,
oceanfront yoga, tennis, lawn games, wine tastings and storytelling!

APRIL 2019
4.4.2019 | SoCal Mixer
Hosted by Brock Harris
(Rogers ‘93), Lauren Selman
(Gwynneth ‘03) and Amy
Weinberg (Gwynneth ‘05)
MAMA SHELTER HOTEL
ROOFTOP | HOLLYWOOD

4.11.2019 | Prince

George Alum/Admissions
Get-Together
Hosted by Crystal Harvey
(Mack ‘93), Dean Fortier
(Privett ‘89) and Amy
Weinberg (Gwynneth ‘05)
THE TWISTED CORK
| PRINCE GEORGE

4.27.2019 | Regatta

Alumni Event

Hosted by Brentwood
Faculty & Staff
BRENTWOOD COLLEGE
SCHOOL CAMPUS

May 2019
5.16.2019 | Toronto

Reception

Hosted by Bud Patel, Rob Dixon
(Ellis ‘94) and Amy Weinberg
(Gwynneth ‘05)
LOCATION TBD | TORONTO

5.17.2019 | New York Mixer
Hosted by Bud Patel, Amy
Weinberg (Gwynneth ‘05)
and Michael Sutherland Brown
(Ellis ‘02)
LOCATION TBD | NEW YORK

JUNE 2019
6.28.2019 to 6.30.2019 |

Alumni Reunion Weekend
Hosted by Brentwood Faculty
& Staff
BRENTWOOD COLLEGE
SCHOOL CAMPUS

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFO & TO RSVP
www.brentwood.bc.ca/alumni/events
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interhouse COMPETITION

CELEBRATING

philanthropy

2017-18 Final Interhouse
Competition Results

1|
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Ellis / Mack

287

2|

Privett / Hope

282

3|

Whittall / Alex

278

4|

Rogers / Allard

258
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message from the

message from the

Governor, Chair Advancement Committee

Chair, Brentwood College Foundation

Brentwood Board of Governors

Foundation Trustees

I came to Brentwood as a student in
the Fall of 1977. Three years later an
energetic, rugby-playing math teacher
joined the faculty. It is fair to say that
John Allpress and I have developed
a strong friendship over the past 38
years. As Board Chair of the Brentwood
Advancement Committee, it’s been
an honour to work so closely with the
Deputy Head – Advancement, John
Allpress. I have great admiration and
respect for John’s leadership. The
final year of his Brentwood career has
been a rallying point for many who
have contributed to the 2017-18 Annual
Giving Campaign. Many donors have
intimated this; with others, it is apparent
from the manner in which they directed
their donations. We all wish him a
healthy and happy retirement.
Throughout the past 14 months, and
under the watchful eye of the Head of
School, the Brentwood Advancement
Team has undergone a complete
staffing change. You were introduced
to three new staff members in the last
issue of the Brentonian – Chris Spicer,
Tracy Arden and Michelle Pace. In
November 2017, Brentwood alumna
Amy Weinberg (Gwynneth ‘05) was
hired to round out the team as our
new Manager of Alumni Relations.
Amy is delighted to be working at her
old school in all areas that pertain

to engaging the Old Brentonian
community.

have brought this project from dream to
reality.

As I reflect on the words of Brentwood
College founder Norman Yarrow - “right
here the leaders of tomorrow will be
given their start in life” - I feel confident
that our Advancement team has the
right plan and people in place to carry
on this vital work for the school.

The Brentonian Magazine is dedicated
to you – the donors to and supporters
of our school. Thank you for joining
us in record numbers this year. I
encourage you to make your annual
support for Brentwood an ongoing
habit well into the future.

In fact, this has been an incredible
year for Brentwood fundraising. We hit
our Annual Giving target of $700,000
before the end of the school year and
subsequently smashed our new target
of $750,000! At the same time, we have
well-exceeded this year’s goal of 456
donors to Annual Giving.

John McNeill

Whittall, ‘82
GOVERNOR, CHAIR
ADVANCEMENT COMMITTEE

As I write this, work on the Eldon &
Anne Foote Athletic
Centre continues
with the September
22, 2018 opening
ceremony in sight.
By the time you
read this, the Foote
Athletic Centre
will be serving the
entire school family.
This new facility
exists only because
members of the
wider Brentwood
family saw value
in its construction.
Gifts both large and
modest have enabled
its completion and
I invite you to tour
this facility when you
Michelle Pace, Advancement Assistant,
are next on campus.
Chris Spicer, Director of Advancement,
A heartfelt thanks
Tracy Arden, Manager of Annual Giving,
Amy Weinberg, Manager of Alumni Relations
to those of you who

66 : THE BRENTONIAN : 2018
66 : THE BRENTONIAN : 2018 : Celebrating Philanthropy

You will see elsewhere in this edition of
the Brentonian, a number of comments
made about the contribution made to
the school fundraising efforts by John
Allpress. As Chair of the Brentwood
College Foundation and as a friend of
John’s I must add gratitude and thanks
from the Foundation board for the
exemplary and tireless effort John has
expended on behalf of the school. The
Foundation assets have grown from
$8,570,000 in 2013 to over $17,000,000
in 2018. We are well on our way to
our current target of $20,000,000
in the Foundation by 2020. Much of
this growth can be traced back to
relationships that John has nurtured

over his 38 years at Brentwood.
I am deeply grateful to the men and
women who have had the vision
to invest in the Brentwood College
Foundation. These funds are current
and future focused. By this I mean that
we are reaping the benefits today from
interest that the Foundation investments
return every year and distributing
these funds annually to students and
targeted initiatives. At the same time,
we are building an ever stronger fund
that is permanently vested and which
generates increasing funds from annual
interest that increases our ability to
support students and certain identified
programs. By far the greatest value
to Brentwood that derives from the
Foundation is our increasing ability to
fund student bursaries and keep our
school fully accessible.
Life at Brentwood has completely
changed me for the better. I cannot
even fathom what my life would have
been like had I not been given this
opportunity to attend Brentwood. My

experience has been once in a lifetime,
exceptional, unique and all of this is
only possible because I received a
bursary.
[Grade 12 student]
Comments like this from Brentwood
students who have received bursaries
have moved my family to direct a
legacy gift in our estate plan that will
continue to grow the endowment in
support of future student bursaries.
This will provide Brentwood with annual
funds that will have direct and positive
impact on student lives annually and in
perpetuity. I invite you to consider an
impact commitment as a part of your
estate planning and to contact me or
the Advancement team at Brentwood.
You too can transform lives with your
legacy gift.
De Manu in Manum

Kip Woodward

Senior, ’74
CHAIR, BRENTWOOD COLLEGE FOUNDATION

The Campus, October 2018
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2017/2018 Brentwood Legacy Students

2018 Grad Class Bursary Fund
“At the beginning of the year, the Grad
Class of 2018 set a goal to establish
an endowed bursary fund in our name,
which would provide financial assistance
to a student each year in perpetuity.
Not only have we as a class worked
towards achieving this goal, but 29
families of our grad class have also
provided support through their Annual

Legacy Student: a current student that has direct relatives who are Old Brentonians
Back Row – L – R
Colin Balme (Uncle, Michael Balme ’85)
Luka Eyre (Father, Robert Eyre ’73)
Lily Furney (Father, James Furney ’85)
Jocelyn Lenarcic (Mother, Crystal Harvey ’93)
Sophie Habkirk (Father, Craig Habkirk ’86 & Uncle, Scott Habkirk ‘88)
Phoebe Habkirk (Father, Craig Habkirk ’86 & Uncle, Scott Habkirk ‘88)
Keeva O’Brien (Father, Kevin O’Brien ’86 & Uncle, Graham O’Brien ’89)
Elliott Furney (Father, James Furney ’85)
Dylan David (Father, Nigel David ’97)
Ayden Assaly (Father, Blair Assaly ’85)
Luke Whist (Father, Jarl A. Whist ’80, Uncle, Martin Whist ’85, Uncle, Joel
Whist ’82 & Aunt, Elise Whist ‘83)
Liam Philipp (Mother, Stef Philipp ’87, Father, Jeffrey Philipp ’85, Uncle, Leslie
Philipp ’83 & Aunt, Lois Philipp ‘82)
Jackson Philipp (Father, Leslie O. Philipp ’83, Aunt, Lois Philipp ’82, Uncle,
Jeffery Philipp ’85)
Justin Van Vliet (Uncle, Tim Van Vliet ’91 & Uncle, Chris Van Vliet ’81)
Grady Robson (Aunt, Sherra Robson ’94)
Isaac Keen (Father, Colin Keen (d) ’89)
Evan Donegani (Father, Michael Donegani, ’76)
Benjamin Abro (Mother, Jennifer Weeks ’91)
Stuart Ferrie (Father, Andrew Ferrie ’86)
Pio Lorente (Uncle, Migel Ludlow ’04)
Cameron Purdy (Father, Hamish Purdy ’85, Great Aunt, Jessica (Purdy)
Rozitis’88, Great Grandfather, Forrest Rogers ’30)
Adi Whist (Father, Martin Whist ’85, Uncle, Jarl Whist ’80, Uncle, Joel Whist
’82, Aunt, Elise Whist ‘83)
Shayna McNeill (Uncle, Mark McNeill ’79 & Uncle John McNeill ’82)
Bob Bryden (Mother, Alexandra Ross ’87 & Uncle, Andrew Ross ’84)
Jack Pirie (Mother, Karen Pirie ’81)
Rhys Norman (Mother, Blythe Baillie ’77)
Joshua Yanowitz (Aunt, Beatrice Bate ’85)
Front Row – L – R
Sonny Assaly (Father, Blair Assaly ’85)
Jahmaal Kennedy (Mother, Nicole Kennedy ’93)
Will Hardy (Mother, Erin Hardy ’87 & Uncle, Kelly Smith ‘84)
Ori Blake-Currier (Mother, Katherine Blake ’92 & Uncle, Jeffrey Blake ’91)
Callum Blake-Currier (Mother, Katherine Blake ’92 & Uncle, Jeffrey Blake ’91)
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Giving donations; I would first like to say
thank you so much to everyone who
helped support our initiative!

through our efforts, our class raised
$12,000; not only did we achieve our
goal, but we surpassed it.

I would also like to acknowledge
the other 28 grad class families that
contributed to other school initiatives
through their gifts to the 2017/18 Annual
Giving campaign.

I am even more proud to say that, with
the help of parent donations, we have
collectively raised $55,000 towards the
Grad Class of 2018 Bursary Fund!

I’m incredibly proud to tell you that,

Grad Class President Flora Handler
with Crystal Harvey

For information on how you can support

Sarah Gillies (Mother, Beth Gillies ’83, Father, Grant Gillies ’81 & Grandfather,
John Newton ‘44)
Kennedy McDiarmid (Father, Charles McDiarmid ’71 & Uncle, Bruce
McDiarmid ‘79)
Holly Burton (Father, David Burton ’93)
Kaeley Avery (Mother, Christina Carlos ’92)
Holly Graham (Mother, Darcy Graham ’86)
Kendra Thompson (Mother, Maureen Thompson ’84)
Chloe Pierce (Father, Lyle Pierce ’85)
Ally Davis (Father, John Davis ’84)
Aidan Martin (Aunt, Kelly Killeem (Martin) ’84 and Uncle, Michael Martin ’78)
Jordan Keen (Father, Colin Keen (d) ’89)
Solaia Shlesinger (Mother, Samara Walbohm ’89)
Eme Lorente (Uncle, Migel Ludlow ’04)
Grace McNeill (Father, John McNeill ’82 & Uncle, Mark McNeill ‘79)
Elise Whist (Father, Jarl A. Whist ’80, Uncle, Joel Whist ’82, Aunt, Elise Whist
’83 & Uncle, Martin Whist ‘85)
Mazie MacCosham (Father, Roderick MacCosham ’88, Mother, Jessie
MacCosham (Chisholm) ’88 & Uncle Greg MacCosham ‘87)
Missing from the Photo
Crawford Crooks (Father, Hew Crooks ’86, Aunt Claire Crooks, ’91 & Uncle,
Morgan Crooks ‘94)
Olin Dahlstrom (Mother, Joanne Dahlstrom ’91 & Aunt, Carolyn Pollock
(Snyder) ’89)
Tony Else (Father, Anthony J. Else, ’86, Aunt, Hilary Else ’95, & Uncle Derek
Else ’00)
Brayden Glazier (Father, Richard Glazier ’83)
Jacqueline Holmes (Father, Michael Holmes ’78, Mother, Tanya Horn ’85,
Grandfather, William Holmes(d) ’39, Great Uncle, Philip Holmes(d) ’41, Great
Uncle, Edgar Holmes(d) ’47, Uncle, Peter Holmes ’79, Uncle, Blair Horn ’79 &
Uncle, Graham Horn ‘80)
Caden Koontz (Great Uncle, Alec A. Ballachey (d) ’29 and Great Grandfather,
Ralph C. Davis (d) ’28)
Will McNeill (Father, John McNeill ’82 & Uncle, Mark McNeill ‘79)
Alex Scarrow (Father, Peter Scarrow ’69)
Cole Whist (Father, Joel Whist ’82, Uncle, Jarl Whist ’80, Aunt, Elise Whist ’83
& Uncle, Martin Whist ‘85)

The Class of 2018 invites further
participation in building this fund to
$100,000. This legacy is our parting gift
of thanks to Brentwood and our link to
future Brentonians.
the 2018 or 2019 Grad Class Bursary
Endowment or any other Brentwood
giving initiative, please contact Chris
Spicer, Director of Advancement at chris.
spicer@brentwood.bc.ca or Tracy Arden,
Manager, Annual Giving at tracy.arden@
brentwood.bc.ca.

Flora Handler ‘18

GRAD CLASS PRESIDENT

Snowball Wreath Team 2017
Thank you to all of our volunteers
for helping to create the beautiful
centrepieces for Snowball 2017.

Students at Snowball

Snowball Wreath Team 2017
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Annual Giving: By the Numbers

The Impact of Giving: 2017-18

The 2017-18 Annual giving campaign has seen tremendous support from many members of the Brentwood community. Every donor has
influenced the experience for the students of today and those of tomorrow. We thank all of you for helping to make this Annual Giving
campaign such a success!

2017-2018 Annual
Giving Facts
Total Number of Donors:

458
123
172
100%

$1,021,435

Contributed in 2017-2018 (as of June 30, 2018)

Board of Governors Support:

Old Brentonians

Foundation

For Today’s Needs

Boat Funds

Eldon & Anne Foote
Athletic Centre

$18,330
Old Brentonians Trust

$59,192

136 donors

$55,374

Parents of Alumni

Class Funds

Current Parents

$288,366
130 donors

Other Affiliate Groups

$184,878
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Association

Permanent Endowed Funds

$377,482
141 donors

REHABILITATION EQUIPMENT FOR ATHLETES The
rehab area includes an ice machine for the athletic
trainers and physiotherapists to use for student rehab, to
reduce inflammation and decrease recovery time and a
heat machine to ease pain of muscle stiffness, help with
range of motion and promote healing.

Did you Direct Your Annual Giving this Year?

De Manu in Manum Fund

$170,709

FIELD HOUSE FURNITURE The Fieldhouse will be a
comfortable venue that is used for house receptions,
academic classes and for post-match events.

WHERE

Monthly Donors:

Online Donors:

STUDENT TRAVEL BURSARIES FOR DEBATE, SPORT &
MUSIC COMPETITIONS Provides an opportunity for all
students to participate in off campus events

2015 – 2016 $652,603 2016 – 2017 $657,325

$67,940
Restricted

$62,142
Total to Foundation:

$166,530

Bursary Now Fund

$117,776
Head’s Fund

$306,740
Unrestricted

$95,783
Restricted

$71,628
Total to Association:

$262,978 $758,457

STAFF / FACULTY PRO-D Brentwood continues to
support staff to advance, lead, manage, influence and
mentor. Professional Development ensures a consistent
level of experience and knowledge for the skill set
required to stay current and compliant. The investment
and belief in staff provides confidence and a greater
level of job satisfaction and performance.

MCNEILL CENTRE COFFEE BAR / STUDENT LOUNGE
The students and staff are enjoying the convenience
of the new coffee bar and student lounge area. A great
meeting and collaborating space for the Brentwood
family.

For more information on these funds please visit https://goo.gl/Nt7wKm

WE DID IT!

Annual Fund Giving at an ALL TIME HIGH!

FOUR BASKETBALL SCORE TABLES A current family’s
donation allowed our facilities team to construct four new
basketball score tables that will be used when hosting
other teams and for inter-house competitions.

WEIGHT ROOM EQUIPMENT Our student athletes can
take their fitness to a higher level with the equipment
purchased for the weight room, including a xult rig, racks,
lifting platforms, indoor turf, and plyo boxes.

COLLABORATIVE FURNITURE In a modern learning
environment, flexible classroom spaces allow teachers
to better engage students and facilitate the mix of
independent, small group and whole class learning essential
to student success. The ability to quickly reconfigure a room
encourages a variety of learning opportunities.
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Your Generosity
Cumulative gifts are recognized below. On behalf of all who study or work on this magnificent campus, we acknowlege
the remarkable generosity of those who have advanced our school. Thank you!
Wayfinders - Double Torch ($2,000,000.00 + )
David Aisenstat (1974)
Art and Mary Jane Crooks
Eldon and Anne Foote Fund Edmonton Community Foundation
George (1964) and Karen Killy
Patrick and Beryl Campbell
Charitable Trust

Wayfinders - ($1,000,000.00 + )
Allard Foundation Ltd. & Highbury
Foundation
Pip (1941) and Catherine Holmes
Millie Livingston
Woody and Sherrill MacLaren
Duncan and Verda McNeill

Founders’ Council ($500,000.00 + )

Audain Foundation for the Visual Arts
Alan and Kitty Brownlee
Tom Heathcott and Linda Southern
Heathcott
Jin Liu and Lucy Ye
David W.G. Mackenzie (1969)
Mark (1979) and Suzanne McNeill
Tony Novak
Bruce Saville and Kennedy (2003)
Saville

Leaders’ Council ($250,000.00 + )
Atholl and Deirdre Cropper
Charles Dickey and Sheila WyckoffDickey
Fred and Heather Gallagher
Jupiter Foundation
Michael and Donna Kanovsky
Peter and Julienne Kuttel
Eric Lin and Mei-Ling Lin Shu
Sheng Dong Liu and Li Mei Jiang
Shoji and Akiko Maeda
Doug and Karen McNeill
Ron and Karen McNeil
John Watson
Calvin Xin
2 Anonymous

Governors’ Council ($100,000.00 + )
David Asper (1977)

Daniel and Jenny Bester
Ken (1969) and Bonny Black
John and Trish Cosulich
Linda Dutcyvich Family
Vern and Sherri Fauth
Marty and Dennine Giles
Erin (Smith, 1987) and David Hardy
Nicola and Andrew Hersant
David Hollands and Carol Prantner
Estate of Sandor Horvath
Gary and Jutta Hughes
Jarvis Family
Dale and Bronwen Lapointe
Betty Li
Verne and Betty Lyons
Lauchlin Lyons (1981)
Rod (1980) and Marilyn MacDonald
John and Lynn Madigan
Judson (1985) and Diane Macor
Kyosuke and Junko Maeda
Bill and Gail McCormick
Chip and Molly Meredith
Ramsey H. Milne and Family
Clyde and Lynne Ogilvie
J. Ward Phillips Family
Andrew and Lynn Purdey
John Queen
Diana Rahme
Colin Rutherford
Ian and Marguerite Sisett
Mrs. Gordon T. Southam
Patrick Stewart
Turyk-Bingham Family
Vancity
Vancouver Foundation
Dick (1940) and Lyn Whittall
Peter, Alice, Ivan (1997), Rex (1998) &
Ann (2002) Wong Family
Gerry and Elaine Wood
Woodward Family
John, Kris and Tim (1997) Yewchuk
Shung-Hsiung and Chih-Cheh Yu
Family
6 Anonymous

Head’s Circle - ($50,000.00 + )
Gary and Catherine Briggs
Robert and Heather Brink
Kathey Bryan (1982)
Ruth and Roly Bull
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Jae-Sik Cha and Eun Ju Kim
Robin Chan (1995) and Renee Chan
(2002)
Alison (Williams, 1977) and Steve
Denure
Lynn and Rhys Eyton
Ken Fok and Fanny Siu
Alastair Gillespie (1941)
Doug and Sharyn Higginson
Blair Horn (1979)
Andrew (1991) and Lara Housser
Hull Family
Brian (1967) and Jill Kenning
George Kidd (1936)
Sara and Edward Kozel
Paul Lacterman (1971)
Brian Lee (1996)
Geon Lee and Hye Young Choi
Mike Maxwell-Smith (1979)
Leona McKillop
McLernon Family and Colliers
International
John (1982) and Marie McNeill
Earle and Janice O’Born
Peter and Linda Oluk
Jack and Jane Pau
Andrea and Gerry Pennells
Ed Pitoniak and Kate Barber
John (1932) and Barbara Poole Family
Norman Redcliffe
Forrest Rogers Family
Rosegarten - Horowitz Fund
Jennifer Sheldon
Gwenny So
Kevin Stashin and Silvana Quintieri
Stashin
Mike and Barb Stone
Ralph Jr. and Catherine Thrall
Katherine and Raymond Tong
Victoria Foundation
Cedric Walker (1924)
Darcy Will
Jayson Woodbridge and Helen
Mawson
Maury and Barbara Van Vliet
4 Anonymous

Patrons’ Circle - ($25,000.00 + )
Allpress Family
Anako Foundation

Kris and Sharlene Anderson
Mike and Karen Bergin
Trevor and Amanda Boquist
Jean and Gil Bunch
Dwayne and Adeen Bunning
Bruce Carlson (1964)
Chris and Monica Chan
Yan and Agata Chan
Tai-Liang and Hsiu Hsia Chen
Judy Davis
Donna and Bob Decker
Jack Edson
Sheri Edson
Bill, Helen, John (1979) and Michael
(1982) Fitzpatrick Fund
Norm and Pat Francis
Genge Family
Brock Harris (1993)
Jim and Stacey Hildebrandt
Trevor, Judy and Nick (2018) Hill
John Hockin and Leith Barry
Yuquo Kawasaki
Dianne and Irving Kipnes Foundation
Dick Koetsier (1984)
Betty and Leo Krysa
Kiichi and Etsuko Kurosu
Trish Labuda
Bert and Matty Lang
Frank and Louisa Lee
Hae June Lim and Youn Sook Kim
Paul Liu and Shining Chen
McLean Foundation
Bruce and Annette McPhee
Ted and Judy Mills
David and Gretchen Mitchell
Doug and Vanessa (2002) Morcom
Jeff Murton and Kathryn Adrian
Paul (1990) and Lisa Niedermeyer
Keishi and Yoshiko Okuma
Lillian and Leroy Page Foundation
Soonchun Park and Kyungmi Kim
Rick and Velisha Paskuski
Neal and Karen (Middleton, 1981) Pirie
Pirie Foundation
John (1944) and Margaret Pitts
Gerald Risk (1986)
Bill and Marian Ross
Schneider Family
Peter and Indré Semogas

Robert Siceloff
Andries and Twiny Smit
Kathy Staples (1982)
Dick and Hope Stroble
Tim (1981) and Suzy (Ostensoe, 1983)
Tokarsky
Eddie Tsai (1985)
Rene and Karin Van Haren
Nancy Van Laeken
Simon Vermegen
Peter and Sue Wagener
Samara Walbohm (1989) and Joe
Shlesinger
Jack and Bev Wallace
Peeter and Mary Wesik
Biff and Dianne Wheeler
Stuart and Corinne Wolfe
Maw J. Yang
Je-Uk Yeon and Jung-Ae Lee
Diane and Peter Zell
Weimin Zhang
7 Anonymous

Brentonians’ Circle ($10,000.00 + )
Howard Addison
Bruce and Jeannie Alexander
Gordon Allan and Family
Sheila and Kirk Bailey
Art and Carole Barber
Barnes Family
Ernie and Jean Beaudin
Ray and Christine Beaulieu
John and Barbara Beddome
Stephen and Kathy Bellringer
Soomyung Bhang
Owen Billes (1985)
Shannon and Andrew Boddy
Jo and Shirley Briggs
John, Marg, Colin (1992) and Shaun
(1993) Briggs
Brian and Liz Brown
John E. Buck (1932)
Florence V. Burden Foundation
Ik Sung Byeun and Eun Suk Shin
Cable Family
Bill Callin
Candy Family
Stephanie Carlson
John and Jennifer Carr
Brent and Clare Carson
Paul Castner
Alan Chan
Peter and Diane Chan
Chao-Jung and Hsiao-Ming Chang
Ollive and Hannah Cheng
John Chen-Wing

Leon Cheung
Miles and Gwen Clyne
Russ and Ellen Cmolik
Drew and Jodi Craig
Don Danard
John (1984) and Sandra Davis
Anne-Marie Decore
Giada Dobrzensky del Drago
(1995)
Dejan and Vida Dordevich
Paul and Cathy Douglas
Martin Duffy (1989)
Sandy (Sheckter, 1985) and
Gabriel Eckenstein
Kasane Edmunds (2015)
Craig and Jane Ewashko
Marius (1977) and Andrea Felix
Harry and Sandy Ford
Craig and Cindy Francis
Robin and Jessie French
Curtis Garland
Rita Gausman
Marie Genest
Grant (1981) and Beth
(Newton, 1983) Gillies
Adam Gray (1992)
Steven Hammerschlag and
Debra Reynolds
David (1980) and Brette
Hampton
Ellen Hansen
Isobel and Sandy Hardie
Linda Hardy
Hatch Family
Don and Natalie Hatton
Gary and Su Yuan Ho
Stephen Ho and Susan Lee
Mike (1978) Holmes and Family
John Holt (1982)
Kathryn Holt
Hunter Family Foundation
Jane and Mark Jackson
Delia Jampel and John Frank
Bill and Jessica Jesse
John C. Kerr Family Foundation
Bette Johns
Clayton and Kate Johnston
Brian and Janine Jones
John and Maria Kavanagh
K. Kartushyn and P. Keele
Keirle Family
Yong Ho and Mi Jeong Kim
Dennis King and Jackie Brumfield
E.W. Kneeland
Kevin and Doris Kuo
Sarah LaBonte (2018)
Polly Lau and John Wherry

WHY I GIVE
It was summer holidays, my mom was gardening in the yard, in my normal
fashion I approach her... “Hey Mom.... so I just got off the phone with the
admissions office at Brentwood College and I have set up an interview for
myself today at 12:30..... yes in 1/2 an hour :).” My Mom’s un-hesitated response
was.... “Brentwood!... I don’t think we can afford that dear”, but as many moms
or parents do, she obliged my efforts and quickly dusted the dirt off to look
presentable for our meeting. With a big smile, firm handshake and strong New
Zealand accent we were welcomed warmly into Johns’ “New” office….
23 years later as we are celebrating John Allpress’ retirement I am reflecting
on the pivotal moments and how they have guided and defined the path which
I have taken. Choosing Brentwood and that first meeting when John realized
my potential as a gregarious 13-year-old, regardless of financial realities
allowed the narrative to be refocused on the big picture…. the experience and
opportunities of a well rounded education.
Brentwood is a place that nurtures spirit, grows confidence, values youth and
broadens perspectives. A place where all the tools that you could possibly need
are at hand to build a solid foundation. As a five year “Lifer” the social network of
the Brentwood family (both faculty and friends) continues to grow and remains a
constant anchor to the values that I believe make good citizens around the globe.
It was the daily challenges, mentorship and the importance of striving for
success while building confidence as a student at Brentwood that today has
allowed me to stay focused and balance the delicate juggle of motherhood
while continuing to pursue my dream and passion as a restaurateur. I am the
proud owner of Hudson’s On First, an award winning, boutique farm to table
restaurant in my community on
Vancouver Island.
I will always be grateful for my
experience at Brentwood and
I choose to give so that others
may have the same opportunity.
Brentwood. Giving. Dreams!

Andrea Flemming

Mackenzie House 2000

Judy and Nathan Laufer in honour of
Andrew Laufer
Silken Laumann
Brent Lee
Leighton Family
Dan (1985) and Cheri Lethin
Craig Lightheart (1973)
Hank Lin and Jessie Hsu
Kevin and Ann Love
Bob and Barbara Lynch
Rob and Lesley Mackay
John Mackie and Kate Ecker
Michelle MacLaren (1982)
Sayuri Maeda
Imtiaz and Shahinool Manji
Kenna Creer Manos
Kyle Marsh (1978)
Dale (1978) and Colleen Martin

Jo Ann Martin
Peter Mathieson
Steven and Vickie Mavromihalis
Ian Maxwell-Smith (1947)
Anthony and Susan Mazzarella
Liam McGowan
Bill and Ruth McIntosh
Robert McLennan (1984)
Bertha McVicar
Bruce Milne
Dennis and Kathy Molnar
Bill (1965) and Barbara Morkill
Mike (1977) and Karen Murkowski
Joan Neil
Adaobi and Ayoola Olatunbosun
Hyung Sun Park and Mi Sook Lim
Bud and Wendy Patel
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Grant and Tara Paulson
Brian and Jo Anne Pavlis
Laurie (Rutherford) Pederson (1973)
Stef (Deunert, 1987) and Jeff (1985)
Philipp
Dan and Gail Philippson
Mairi Pigeon
Frances Plaunt
Christopher and Tara Poseley
Cara Gordon Potter
Raffin Family
Harry and Anne Range
Ratzke Family
Raymond James Canada Foundation
Christopher Redcliffe (2003)
Lloyd and Treacy Reddington
Blake and Nicky Richardson
Ed and Betsy Richardson
Dave Rinning and Margaret Morgan
Ashley and Cheryl Robbins
Charles Ruigrok and Jacqueline
Pater
Chris Schmelzle
Bryan (1967) and Patti ScottMoncrieff
Dong-Pyo Seo and Hyung Soon Park
Sheila Serup (1977)
Kyung-Rok Seung
Emily Koetsier Seville (1979)
Mary Margaret and David Shaw

Linda Side and Jim Munro
Cori Simms and Gary Last
Kevin Skinner (1977)
Richard (1974) and Shannon Tanner
Colin Tassin (1966)
Hunter Family Foundation
Tammie (Morrison, 1979) and Tony
Toriglia
Thomas and Anna Tsui
Jill and Terry Ukrainec
Asahi and Yuiko Uno
Geoff Vale
Dwaine Van Eeuwen (1973)
Chris Van Vliet (1981)
Tina, Vik and Tara (2011) Vasvani
Grant Weaver (1965)
Dr. Kuo-Liang Wei
Fred and Judith Welsh
Betty White
Edna Widenmaier
Bill and Marion Wiese
Janet Will
Jean-Marie and Lisa Wilson
John and Leslie Wilson
Ashley and Melinda Witts
Courtenay Wolfe (1990)
Benjamin Wong (2016)
Te Heng Wu
Trish and Steve Yatauro
Paul and Priscilla Yip

WHY I GIVE
Why would I provide any of my hard-earned, personal funds every year to
a private school, even one that I attended? I had to think about that one.
My answer is: to provide opportunity for youth to develop in ways to which
they might not otherwise have been exposed. I am not going to change
the world with my modest monetary gifts, but I can contribute to changing
someone’s world quite profoundly.
I usually choose to focus my giving on the Financial Assistance fund. This
provides opportunity to students who would not normally be able to attend
a school like Brentwood, yet these prospective students have a great deal to
offer the School, the world, and the future. My gifts aren’t just gifts of money
that will be spent and forgotten, they are gifts that offer the opportunity for
someone to learn in many ways, to grow, and to excel. The student must
grab that chance and make the most of it and I like to think that students who
receive financial assistance are very motivated to do just that.
Occasionally a special infrastructure project comes along that I would
like to support, so I change my giving direction or perhaps give a little
extra. Surprisingly I find great satisfaction in giving to the School in my
chosen ways, even in small amounts, because I know that as a group we
can and do make a difference, and it follows that our giving will contribute
to others eventually making a difference. I like that – de manu in manum.

Chris T. Van Vliet
OB 1981
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Yasuo and Hiromi Yoneya
Young Family
Philip Yuen and Shirley Chen
John, Kris and Tim (1997) Yewchuk
13 Anonymous

Torch Society - ($5,000.00 + )
George and Avril Abakhan
Bruce Abel (1982)
Don and Lois Abel
Joan Anderson
Robert Angle and Muriel GuillaumeAngle
Jenica Ashlie
Blair (1985) and Assaly Family
Doug Bate (1968)
Beverley Bauche
Steve Bejanski
Mike Best
Murray, Kathryn and Carra Bowes
Jim and Jenny Broere
Michael Brown (2002)
Gregg Burkinshaw and Tamara
Vrooman
David (1993) and Danielle Burton
Brian (1980) and Leslie Carr
Rhonda and Kirk Caza
Todd and Suzanne Chuckry
Eric Clarke
Jason Classon (1993)
Joseph and Frances Cohen
Rod and Fusako Constable
Corkal Family
Steve and Sheila Cowie
Shelley and Paul Crawford
Morgan Crooks (1994)
Wade Davis (1971)
Gord and Sally Deck
Robert Dixon (1994)
John and Ann Dufton
David Dutcyvich
Odd and Gisela Edstrand
Murray and Carol (McPhee, 1978)
Erickson
John Eymann
Haig and Mary Farris
Jose and Laura Figueirinhas
Gottfried and Anke Fischer
Patty Fischer
Ruth Flynn
Scott Frandsen (1998) and RBC
Terry and Kate Freeman
Rita Fung
Will Gaherty
Brian Genge (1970)
Gordon Food Service
Catherine Gibbons and Rebecca

(1999) Kinkead
Andrew Gillespie (1942)
Nicholas and Julia Glass
Jim Greer (1939)
John and Supattra Guiney
William and Lois Harn
Geoff and Keltie Harris
Dr. Edward Harvey and Dr. Lorna
Marsden
Stephen Hayne (1979)
Tom and Ann Hennessy
Ira Hess-Weller
Norman Hildes-Heim
Tina Hittenberger and Lauren
Selman (2003)
Fraser Hodge and Wendy Baker
Dave Holland and Lynn Shaw
Richard and Susan Holmes
Doug Homer-Dixon (1944)
Michael Hummel
Michael and Donna Hutchison
Byoung-Chul Hyun and Hye Jung Won
Bill and Marley Illerbrun
Bryce Jenner
Yun Keoun Jeong and Oak Lan Kim
Carol Denny and David Jiles
Sarah Hall and Derek Jonson
John and Heather Kahan
Ron Kelly and Margot Hillman
Jim and Janet Kennedy
Jong-Won Kim
Tae Sik Kim
Woong-Seub and Hwang Yeun Kim
Barbara King
Larry and Lisa Konopski
Walter and Karen Kosteckyj
Marina Kushnir
Jennifer Law and William Lancashire
Bill and Denny Lang
Karen and Perry LaVallee
Lijia Li and Ximing Jiao
Eduardo (1980) and Sheila Libin
Raymond Loch
Greg and Marilyn Mack
Kaleim (1999) and Elizabeth Manji
Rezwan Manji (2002)
Robert and Carol Manning
Scott Matheson (1979)
Ross and Donna Mathewson
Yoshihito and Michico Matsuda
Ean and Pat Maxwell
Heather McBride
Don McBride (1977)
Graeme and Patty McCauley
Lara and Bob McDonald
Judy McKinney
Vern and Sandra McShane

The Atholl & Deirdre Cropper Bursary
As residents of Mill Bay, with Deirdre being a past employee from 1983-1991 who worked with Bill Ross, and with long-time
private school connections and a passion for lifelong learning, Atholl and Deirdre Cropper were delighted to establish a bursary
fund to provide financial assistance to Brentwood College School students.
Since 2004, this bursary has contributed in supporting 11 students who would have otherwise not had the opportunity to attend
Brentwood College School. One of the requirements of
Atholl and Deirdre is that the recipient of this bursary joins
them for lunch where their high school career and post-secondary plans are the topic of conversation.
They are pleased to be closely associated with Brentwood
College School and greatly enjoy being able to assist
deserving students chosen by the Bursary Committee as
recipients of the Atholl and Deirdre Cropper Bursary.
Thank you, Atholl & Deirdre,
I’d like to start by expressing my infinite thanks for all
that you have done in supporting my time at Brentwood
and allowing me to fully take advantage of all that the
School has to offer. Because of this bursary, I have been
able to attend a school that will equip me to reach my
post-secondary goals and prepare me for everything
to come after, and for that I am forever grateful.
Kristyn Skorey, Class of 2019

Your Generosity
Karen Flavelle and Jamie McTavish
Tony Medina
Paul and Suzanne Merriman
Stanley A. Milner
Ivan and Arunya Mindlin
Jim and Jean Moore
David and Carol Morrison
Erwin and Manuela Mueller
Stephanie Mulvey and Chris Browne
Kelly (Marsh, 1976) and Bill Nielsen
Dan O’Brien
John O’Brien-Bell
Harold and Diana Oliver
Joan and Dave Park
Jerry Parks and Bonny O’Connor
Lorna Paterson
N.S. Pawliuk & Son Contracting Ltd.
Daniel and Trudy Pekarsky
Jim and Sandra Perry

continued from page 76...

Jim and Celia Pickles
Robert Pierce (1992)
Nick Prowse
Jill Purdy
Roger and Gwynneth Purnell
Estate of Brent Rawlinson
Raz-Guzmán Family
Michael and Susan Reynolds
Bill and Helen Roach
Rick and Jennifer Rodrigues
Leslie and Susie Rudd
Robert and Shirley Salvail
Sheila Sandys-Wunsch
Peter Scarrow (1969)
Gary and Mary Schultz
Rosa and Klaus Schultz
Rob Scott and Mary Allen
Scragg Family
Howard and Linda Shannon

Barb (Dyson) Sharpe (1978)
Derek Sharpe (1975)
Dan and Marnie Silbergeld
Debbie Sit (1995)
Simon Snellgrove
Tad and Jeanne Sommerville
Geunyoung Song and Soomyung Bhang
Nancy (Liden, 1976) and Stephen
Sorensen
Don and Joan Stanley
Rob and Suzy Stephen
Judy Stewart
Skip (1967) and Judy Stothert
Rob and Shauna Strasdin
Charlie and Kwang Soon Suh
Ed and Shirley Szerze
Neil and Rose Tanner
Ralph A. Thrall (1981)
Tides Canada Foundation

Tim Topper and Mary Martin
Chien-Hua Tsai and Lin Mei Yun Tsai
Ming Tsai
Richard and Barbara Tsoi
David Uncles (2004) and Family
United Way of the Lower Mainland
Martin Van Keken
Sanjay Varma
Neil and Miriam Vos
Hans Walbohm
Sheila Wappel-McLean
John and Sarah Whittle
Alan and Brenda Williams
Mike and Julie Williams
Carol Woodward
Andrew Wrenshall and Sonja
Jovanovic
James and Holly Yoon
10 Anonymous
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Annual Giving 2017-2018
Thank you to our 2017-2018 donors! Listed below are the names of all those who have contributed to Brentwood in the period
from July 2017 to June 2018. Thank you for including Brentwood in your charitable giving this year. We are truly grateful.
Gregory Abakhan (1989)

Brian Baird (1988)

Brachet Family

Bruce Carlson (1964)

Bronwyn Abbott (2002)

Natalie Balcom

John Braithwaite

John and Jennifer Carr

Remi Adelasoye and Nola
Remi-Adelasoye

Glenn Ball

Gary and Catherine Briggs

Brent and Clare Carson

Scott and Felicity Bailey

Trevor Briggs (2016)

John Chen-Wing

Jennifer Balme

David Browett (1982)

Nicholas Chesterley (2006)

John and Kim Barakso

Rick Brzezowski

Jennifer Leslie and Blair Christensen

Tanya and Blake Barrett

Gregg Burkinshaw and
Tamara Vrooman

Jim and Maren Cohn

David Aisenstat (1974)
Blain and Peggy Alexander
John and Celia Allpress
Jack Allpress (2004)
Oliver (1996) and Robyn Amiel
Craig Andrews and Tara Michie
Robert Angle and Muriel
Guillaume-Angle

Jesse Bartlett
Murray Bayles (1972)
Owen and Polly Baylis
Benevity Community Impact Fund

Tracy and Glenn Arden

Gordon and Teresa Benoit

Don Armitage and Lorraine Blake

Mike and Karen Bergin

Norah and Jimmy Arthurs

Soomyung Bhang and Geunyoung Song

Michelle Ashby

Owen Billes (1985)

Jenica Ashlie

Ken (1969) & Bonny Black

Blair (1985) and Assaly Family

Shannon and Andrew Boddy

Bola and Rema Ayodele

Maraina Lightly and Vahid Bossi
Sam Boyte (1993)

WHY WE GIVE
As family people, Susannah & I share the primary motive of seeing our
daughter Brenna become independent, with the tools to realize her own
goals. Participation in the giving at Brentwood is an aspect being with
Brenna.
As we are relatively new to Brentwood, how we came to be here may be
relevant:
We chose to raise Brenna in a beautiful small town in northern BC.
We selected a good school there, which she
attended from Kindergarten through Grade
Seven. Brenna did well and earned good grades.
When Brenna entered the local high school at
Grade Eight, her good grades continued, but did
not require the same effort to achieve, or bring
the same feeling of satisfaction that had occurred
in prior years. Events that year (including passing
of a grandmother and trans-Atlantic travel to see
an ailing aunt), combined to create an unusual 45
days of absence, without affecting her grades.
Due to a list of factors, we all felt it was time to
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Paul Collis and Karen Handford

David and Jane Burkmar

Collombin Family

Tom Burley (1973)

Andrea (McDonald) Common (1975)

Sally Burrows
David (1993) and Danille Burton
Benjamin Butterfield (1982)
Bill Callin

Rod and Fusako Constable
Corkal Family
Kate Coull
Steven and Sheila Cowie

Cheryl Cameron
Kevin and Candice Campbell
Candy Family
Antonio Caraza and Elsa Rice

Gillian Coy
Alex and Jodi Cristall
John and Wanda Croft

Christina Carlos (1992)

Sean Croft (1986)

Frisch Family

Art and Mary Jane Crooks

Blake and Robin Gage

Hew (1986) and Kate Crooks

Wolfgang Gaisbichler

Morgan Crooks (1994)

Ryan Gallagher (2003)

Atholl and Deirdre Cropper

James Ganley and Jill Napier

Joey (Snyder, 1991) and
Per Dahlstrom

Juan David Garcia and
Natalie Swiderek

Jennifer Davies

Genge Family

Reesa Hinks

John (1984) and Sandra Davis

Marty and Dennine Giles

John Hockin and Leith Barry

Stephen and Erica De Silva

Grant (1981) and Beth
(Newton, 1983) Gillies

Cathy and David Holmes

Gordon and Sally Deck
Donna and Bob Decker
Mario and Marianna DeSandoli
Carey and Abby Desloges
Chelsey (O’Callaghan) Deveau (2011)
Kierstin DeWest (1991)
Robert Dixon (1994)
Giada Dobrzensky del Drago (1995)
Eric Donald (1965)

We look forward to seeing events and opportunities
unfold as our daughter continues at Brentwood. A
challenging and stimulating environment, with truly
dedicated educators is apparent.
It’s early days for us, ongoing participation is a
natural part of our interest.

Shawn Kennedy & Susannah Lam
Parents of Brenna ‘21

Frank and Marie Gordon
John and Kathy Grabher
Mike Grace (1996)
Bruce Griffiths
Tom Grimmer and Hui Li
John and Supattra Guiney

E.W. Kneeland
John Drost (1980)

Betsy Hall-Findlay

Linda Dutcyvich Family

Ellen Hansen

Sandy (Sheckter, 1985) and
Gabriel Eckenstein

Judith Harder (1977)

Sheri Edson

The decision to apply was Brenna’s. She discussed her thoughts with us
and again we were affected by the depth, maturity and courage that was
evident in her thought process. Brenna has now successfully completed
Grade 9 and will continue into Grade 10 at Brentwood for 2018-19. Some of
the courses she has chosen for Grade 10 seem to be
a natural fit for her particular attributes.

Harley and Karen Glesby and Family

Dean Hachamovitch and Joan
Morse Hachamovitch

Jack Edson

explore other opportunities. We toured Brentwood in July of 2017 and were
interviewed by Clayton Johnston. He specifically spoke with Brenna, asking
her why she might wish to attend. The depth and maturity of her response
was truly remarkable. She was 14 at the time (I wish that I’d recorded her
reply). It became apparent at the meeting that there might be a fit and an
opportunity for Brenna at Brentwood.

Eric Thor Gillund (1990)

Florian Eitle and Catrin Eitle
Peggy and Richard Elmes
Carlos Erding Islas and Corina Fitznar
Anne Evamy (1981)
Craig and Jane Ewashko
Lynn and Rhys Eyton
Qingsheng Fang and Lishan Lin
Benjamin W. Felix (2006)

Erin (Smith, 1987) and David Hardy
Harris & Company LLP
Brock Harris (1993)
Cynthia Harris (1996)
Geoff and Keltie Harris
Holly Harrison
Crystal Harvey (1993)
Wendy Haslam
Brian Hawksworth (1971)
Heather and Russ Hayward

Thompson Hickey and
Jane MacAdam
Jessica Hicks (1996)
Doug and Sharyn Higginson
Jim and Stacey Hildebrandt
Trevor, Judy and Nick (2018) Hill
Dan (2004) and Nikki Hincks

Richard and Susan Holmes

Shawn and Karen Johnson
Clayton and Kate Johnston
Patrick Johnston (2006)
James Kawaja (1994)
In Memory of Colin Keen (1989)
George (1964) and Karen Killy
Don King (1978)
James Kingstone
Jurgen Klatt (1981)
Barbara and Paul Kleinschmidt

Dior Holmes-Wilsher (1996)

Arthur and Mariola Kloc in memory
of Raphael Kloc (1994)

Kathryn Holt

Mitsuhiro and Yoshiko Kondo

Blair Horn (1979)

Arden Koontz and Teddy Kellam

Gordon and Fiona Horth

Suresh Kotha and Gabrielle Gerhard

Estate of Sandor Horvath

David and Lisa Krasny

Andrew (1991) and Lara Housser

Megan Kuo

Gary and Jutta Hughes

Kiichi and Etsuko Kurosu

Hull Family

Holley Kushniryk (1980)

Jarvis Family

Ellen Kutscher (2005)

Surj and Colleen Johel

Labelle and Loch Family
Sarah LaBonte (2018)

WHY I VOLUNTEER
To me, volunteering is always worthwhile. It provides a unique opportunity
to provide time and energy to things that matter and can benefit from
extra resources. It allows me to contribute or give back in gratitude for
the many special things that I have been blessed with in my own lifetime.
Through volunteering, I enjoy the chance to meet new friends and to work
collaboratively to achieve goals.
Learning and growing from volunteering is an amazing benefit. Whether
it is a new skill, a new perspective, or a new friendship, volunteering provides these as gifts.
Growing a garden for the food bank, moving fish upstream into a spawning
ecosystem, working with seniors who appreciate extra company, assisting
with Scouting, being a parent leader on a field trip, helping to decorate for
Brentwood’s Snowball Dinner and Theatre – there are so many valuable
opportunities to volunteer.

Marius (1977) and Andrea Felix

Tom Heathcott and Linda
Southern Heathcott

Laura Ferreira

Karen Hedquist and Terry Marshall

Lee Ferreira (1998)

Meshach Heenatigala (2003)

Grayden and Sangita Flanagan

Nicole Heighington (1988)

Paul and Marnie Fleming

Paul and Christine Helpard

Andrea Flemming (2000)

Tom and Ann Hennessy

I hope to continue my volunteer involvement throughout my lifetime because I believe there is always someone, or something that can benefit
from an extra pair of hands and a heart wanting to share. For me, it is
about trying to make a difference, and in some small way, to make the
world a better place.

P.E. and Jos Frangou

Scott and Barbara Hepburn

Kelly Loch

Geoff Friderichs (2008)

Marco Hernandez

Parent of Connor Loch-Labelle ’20 and Kara Labelle ‘18
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WHY WE GIVE
Here in the Napa Valley, our closest open water is a small tidal river, so imagine
our surprise and delight when our ninth grader decided to try crew at the start
of the school year. This attitude of pushing yourself and trying new things, of
being “all in” is an approach we appreciate at Brentwood College School.
Attending our first regatta this Spring at Brentwood, we were inspired to see
these kids pulling as hard as they could and working together in unison to
advance. We realized that we needed to be “all in” as a family as well. Being part
of the community through donating
to the annual fund benefits not just
our family but every family. We’re
all in this boat pulling together at
whatever level we can so that we
continue moving forward. We are
gratified and honored to help propel
the School and its mission onward.

Bruce & Heather Phillips
Brentwood Parents

Liz McDougall

Oldland Family

Doug Ridenour

Harvey McDougall

Koji Onishi

Gerald (1986) and Jenny Risk

Ryan (1993) and
Kirsten McElgunn

Gord Pace & Diana Madsen

Ashley and Cheryl Robbins

Michelle Pace

Rick and Jennifer Rodrigues

Mark and Heather Pachiorka

Melanie and Jim Ross

Alex and Allison Palmer

Vivian Rota

Kirby and Susie Pasloske

Jessica (Purdy) Rozitis (1988)

Tammie (Morrison, 1979)
and Tony Toriglia

Bud and Wendy Patel

Christopher Rumball & Ruth Nicholson

Vivian (Stillwell) Torres (1985)

Jason and Stacy Paton

Fran Sloan Sainas

Eddie Tsai (1985)

Randy and Alison Patton

Bruce Saville and Kennedy
(2003) Saville

Carmen Tsui (1993)

Scott and Rebecca McKay
Leona McKillop
Jane McKillop
Irene McLeay
Robert (1984) McLennan
McLernon Family and
Colliers International
John (1982) and Marie McNeill

Brian and Jo Anne Pavlis

Ian McPherson and
Michele Fry

Laurie (Rutherford) Pederson (1973)

Hugh McQuiston (1967)
Karl and Celia Meade
Tony Medina
Rosana Melgarejo Gonzalez

Trish Labuda

John and Julie Luna

Paul Lacterman (1971)

Denise Lysejko

David and Lanna Lalonde

Virginia and Parker MacCarthy

Michael Langer (1978)

Christopher MacDonald and
Alexandra Farrugia

Cathy Lapointe (1994)
Naomi (Melhuish) Larkins (1998)
Melinda and Chris Lavigne
Andrew and Lesley Layton
Michel and Debra LeBlanc
Brent Lee
Brian Lee (1996)
Julian Lees and Yuen Ming Hsu
Leighton Family
Dan (1985) and Cheri Lethin
Tim Lethin (1993)
Angela Pei Heng Li (2004)
Peter Litherland (1987)
Sheng Dong Liu and Li Mei Jiang
Millie Livingston
Raymond Loch
Bonnie Loewen
David (1990) and Andrea Loewen
Jacqueline Long
Paul Long

Michael Miller

Josh Pekarsky (1985)
Andrea and Gerry Pennells
Jim Perry
Greta Peters
Stef (Deunert, 1987) and Jeff (1985) Phillip
Bruce and Heather Phillips

Rob Taylor and
Toni Egger
Tennant Family
Astrid Theriau
Margaret Thompson
Melanie Toporowski

WHY I GIVE
Nick is a 2006 Old Brentonian who went on to secure his Bachelor’s, his MPhil
and his PhD - the last two degrees at Oxford. He now works for the Canadian government. Nick is delighted to now be in a position
to support Brentwood Annual Giving. “I benefited enormously from the support I received from
Brentwood; I couldn’t have attended otherwise.
Providing students with the same opportunity I
received is important to me; that is why I direct
my gift to bursaries. I know the kind of difference
it can make.”

Nicholas Chesterley
OB 2006

Peter Scarrow (1969)

Gordon Tuck and
Jennifer Pelton

Brad Schock (1978)

Graeme Turvey

Susan Schroeder

Jill and Terry Ukrainec

John and Sarah Whittle

Gary and Mary Schultz

Geoff Vale

Edna Widenmaier

Judith and Karl Schulz

Charles Vallejo (1996)

Gerri Wiens

Scragg Family

Dwaine Van Eeuwen (1973)

Craig Wilkinson (1983)

Tom and Shona Shadlock

Chris Van Vliet (1981)

Karen Willson

Morgan Milward

Tyler Pickford (2015)

Naama and Ishai Sharabi

Marisol Van Vliet (2005)

Jean-Marie and Lisa Wilson

Bruce Mitchell and Carol Coxon

Mairi Pigeon

David Shaw

Maury & Barbara Van Vliet

Mark Wismer and Ulrika Drevniok

Jim and Jean Moore

Pirie Foundation

Deanna Shaw

Robert van Wiltenburg

Ashley and Melinda Witts

Bill (1965) and Barbara Morkill

Karen Middleton (1981) and Neil Pirie

David Sheffield

Vancouver Foundation

Gerry and Elaine Wood

Kate Mackay (2005)

Erwin and Manuela Mueller

Ed Pitoniak and Kate Barber

Jennifer Sheldon

Sanjay and Masako Varma

Kip Woodward (1974)

David W.G. Mackenzie (1969)

Connie Munro

Marlese and Wes Plater

Branlin (2004) and Ashley Shockey

Thomas and Martina Veraszto

Connie and Mike Worth

John Mackie and Kate Ecker

Frances Plaunt

Cal and Ellen Shumiatcher

Victoria Foundation

Doug MacLaren (1986)

Clifton (1998) and
Rachel Murray

Edmund and Teresa Poon

Debbie Sit (1995)

Andrew Wrenshall and
Sonja Jovanovic

Michael and Beatrix von Foerster

Michelle MacLaren (1982)

Julie Murray

Christopher and Tara Poseley

James Smith (1988)

Lisa-Marie Vowk

Eileen Mais

Scott Murray

Cara Gordon Potter

Larry and Lynn Smith

James and Pamela Waddell

Kaleim (1999) and Elizabeth Manji

Cheryl Murtland

Dia Proden

Phil and Maraina Smith

Rezwan Manji (2002)

Ed and Cindy Neff

Heather Prouty

Sally Smith

Samara Walbohm (1989)
and Joe Shlesinger

Young Family

Kenna Creer Manos

Markus Neusser and
Corinna Niggemeier

Andrew and Lynn Purdey

Nancy (Liden, 1976) and
Stephen Sorensen

Jack and Bev Wallace

Kevin Yu & Sandy Li

Jing Yu Wang and Haiying Zhou

Diane and Peter Zell

Patience Soyege

Wang Family

Zollman Family

Jason Sparrow (2008)

Harold Wardrop and Sharon Hall

Anonymous - 45 donors

Chris Spicer

Tim (1984) and Jody Waring

5-9 years of consecutive giving

Alan Stebing

Louis Watson (1969)

10-14 years of consecutive giving

Mike and Barb Stone

Amy Weinberg (2005)

15-19 years of consecutive giving

Pete Stroble (1992)

Bob and Susan Weinberg

20+ years of consecutive giving

Liam and Marilou Sullivan

Donald (2008) and Angela Wheaton

Fang Sun

Wheaton Family Foundation

Neil and Rose Tanner

In Memory of Dick Whittall

Kittiwat and Siriwan Manosuthi
Sean Marrett
Dale (1978) and Colleen Martin
Reeve and Judy Martin
Steven and Vickie Mavromihalis
Ian (1947) and Pat Maxwell-Smith
Joan and Brian May
Michelle Mazzarella (2013)
Dave and Lisa McCarthy
Lara and Bob McDonald
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Phil Newns
Kamolkiat and Valaiporn Niramai
Kelsey Norlund (2003)
Wendy Northrup (1978)
Kevin and Xenia O’Brien
Mateo Ocejo (1993)
Clyde & Lynne Ogilvie
Ayosiji and Omobolawa Ogunlade
Adaobi and Ayoola Olatunbosun
Christopher Oldland and Elin Stilwell

Jill Purdy
Roger and Gwynneth Purnell
Susan Quinton
Shankar Raina
Anne Rasmussen
Raz-Guzmán Family
Christopher T. Redcliffe (2003)
Rebecca (Day, 1980) and Bill Reynolds
Jonathan Rhodes (2001)
Lauralee Richardson

Trish and Steve Yatauro
James and Holly Yoon
Bill and Maureen Young
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PASSING THE

torch

William Morkill, ‘65

“ B 4 B”
BRENT WOOD FOR BRENTONIANS
Past
The Old Brentonians Trust was established by alumni who are driven to keep
the Brentwood experience accessible to the sons and daughters of their fellow
Brentonians. You may know that many Brentwood students receive bursary support

Last time I looked, it costs
about 50K for Canadian
students, 60K for US
students, 70K for foreign
students per year to
attend Brentwood.
A manageable amount
for many Brentwood
graduates perhaps.
But what about the Brentwood grads
who devote their professional lives
to working for nonprofits focused on
feeding the hungry, housing the homeless and other critical pursuits inspired
by values found in say, the Sermon
on the Mount or the culture at Brentwood College School? What about
those fellow graduates who became
school teachers, government employees, small business owners? Further,
let’s suppose, as was true for me,
Brentwood had such a profound and
prolonged effect on one’s life that they
wanted their children to experience
the magic of this remarkable school?
Tough luck. A school teacher’s salary
won’t begin to service tuition or room
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and board at Brentwood. Now imagine
attending a reunion at the School. You
tour cutting edge, award winning new
buildings. You learn of state of the art
pedagogical practices you wouldn’t
dream of finding in the schools back
home. You come away from a truly
memorable weekend with a depressing realization: You could never afford
to send your kids to Brentwood.
Brentwood College School has
become an ultra-plush educational
sanctuary for scions of the one percent.
Any member of the Brentwood family
reading that last sentence knows it to
be UNTRUE. How so? Among other
reasons, there exists a bursary, The Old
Brentonians Trust, specifically designed
to provide financial aid to the children
of Brentwood graduates wishing to
attend our transformative school.
There you have it.
A bursary program for the sons,
daughters and grandchildren of Brentwood grads. A helping hand, reaching
across the years from class to class,
from generation to generation. Ideally,
Brentwood College School would
have an endowment of such size that
all qualified applicants could attend

tuition free. Second best might be
a tuition system based on parental
annual after tax income. Alas, current
expense requirements mandate a
fixed tuition schedule. And current
expenses are sky high compared to
my days.
Barb and I have faithfully donated
modest sums to the annual fund raising drive year after year. In the aggregate, all such donations, large and
small are vital. Because we’re lucky,
and now because we can, it is the time
for us to step up, and make a difference in the lives of future students.
We want the children of Brentwood
grads, children shaped by the values
their parents learned at Brentwood,
to have their time at our great school.
Brentwood graduates make their
respective countries and thereby the
planet a better place to live.
Please, get started now. Write a
cheque if you can, or add a codicil to
the family will.
On behalf of graduates past and
future, on behalf of no less than the
planet, thank you.

each year to assist with the cost of tuition. A key source of funding for children of
alumni is provided by the Old Brentonians Trust.

Present
This fund currently sits at $392,392 and needs to grow. This fund powerfully
illustrates the significance of the passing of the torch, De Manu In Manum.

Future
To continue growing this fund, four Old Brentonians have committed to a
total matching gift campaign - “B4B – Brentwood for Brentonians”
to a maximum of $40,000 per year.

Goal
Our goal is to have 50 first time or lapsed Old Brentonian donors make a commitment of $25/month for three years to the School. The first year this gift will be
matched, year two will be a 1.5 match and in year three it will be a 2x match.
All money raised will be directed to the Old Brentonian Trust.
For more information about how you can help with the B4B matching gift campaign, please
visit https://www.brentwood.bc.ca/giving/giving-programs/.

THE BRENTWOOD

brigade
It seems only fitting
that in the 2018 edition
of The Brentonian we
cast our eyes back to a
thoroughly Brentwood
type undertaking of
some 50 years ago.
The legend of the Brentwood Brigade
has its place in the halls of the School
with the painting of the boys and their
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canoe hanging prominently on display
in Crooks Dining Hall.
In the summer of 1968, 14 boys and
their fearless leader teacher, Barry
DuTemple and his brother took two canoes and embarked on an incredible
1000 kilometre voyage from Fort Nelson, BC to Fort Providence, NWT. The
perseverance on display then is one
we strive to inculcate into our student
body today. The Victoria Daily Times
captured the adventure in an article
that appeared on August 12, 1968.

Thrilling Canoe Saga Recounted by
Brentwood School Voyageurs
Victoria Daily Times
August 12th, 1968
By Eric Maurice
Fourteen teen-age voyageurs from
Brentwood College paddled into Fort
Providence, N.W.T., on July 29.
They’d started out from Fort Nelson,
B.C. 31 days and 685 miles earlier. Provisions included 86 pounds of corned
beef and sardines, 60 pounds of dates

Barry’s brother, Wally, the other
adult chaperone, seen in full North
West Trader gear with a couple of
exhausted paddlers.

Don Hickman & Alan Wilson in
front of brigade painting at the
2018 Summer Reunion

and raisins, 50 pounds of porridge
and coffee and 40 pounds of insect
repellent. And lots more.

of each. Seven boys and a leader
each manned two 25-foot Chestnut
canvas canoes.

They even picked up 40 pounds of
moose meat from an Indian along the
way. It was eaten in one day!

Two boys in each canoe were cooks,
two erected tents, two loaded and
unloaded the boat and one boy supervised and reported any problems to
the leaders.

The team of canoeists was headed by
Brentwood teacher Barry DuTemple,
a former Commonwealth scholarship
instructor in Pakistan, and his brother
Wally, from Montreal.
Well Organized
The Brentwood students formed two
brigades with one DuTemple in charge

They travelled up to 10 hours and 82
miles a day. The shortest progress for
a day was two miles.
The voyageurs lost three full days on
the Nahanni River due to rain.
They were so far north that it never
got dark enough for a good view of

Getting ready for the trip! Taken
from the 1968 Brentonian

the Northern Lights - there was always
enough light to read by.
The canoeists started by paddling
down the Fort Nelson River to Nelson
Forks and then followed the Liard
River to Nahanni Butte. It was there
that Barry DuTemple decided his boys
needed some experience in upstream
paddling. They went 50 miles
northwest to the hot springs, fighting
all the way against the swift, glacial
current of the Nahanni.
The trip back down again to the Liard
was easier, and then the two canoes
continued to Fort Simpson, on the
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McKenzie River.
This leg of the journey included
shooting 35 miles of rough water at
Beaver Dam rapids.
On the McKenzie, they had to turn
upstream again and paddle 157 miles
south to Fort Providence, but after the
Nahanni, the current in the broad, lazy
McKenzie was a piece of cake.
Three Vancouver Island boys were
among the members of the two
brigades - average age 17 years. They

were Dean Sawyer of Victoria, Bruce
Williams of Duncan and Wally Seed of
Youbou.
Camps Fascinate
Canoeists’ riverside camps offered
endless fascination to area Indians,
who would drop in for coffee and pass
on advice about the rivers.
But free advice was sometimes a
problem. The boys fell prey to “river
rumors” Barry DuTemple said. In Fort
Liard, a Catholic priest warned them

against going up the Nahanni at highwater periods, and the DuTemples
had a hard time convincing their crews
they could make it. In Fort Simpson
a pessimistic Mountie said it would
take 12 days to complete the trip
to Fort Providence, and the boys,
already tired from the long trip, were
despondent.
Plans called for making the trip in eight
days. They wound up by doing it in
seven.

Don Hickman is at the front to the left with
the toque. Alan Wilson is second from the
right front holding a paddle. They were
wearing their ceinture flèche (sash)
BELOW: Sketches are from the “Ballad of
the Brentwood Brigade” by Elizabeth Anne
Hickman (Mother of Don Hickman ‘68)

The Brentwood Brigade
Painting that hangs in Crooks Hall,
by Avis Rasmussen
84 : THE BRENTONIAN : 2018

www.brentwood.ca : 85

welcome NEW FACULTY

VALETE

Marleen Guffens

M.A. ROMANCE LANGUAGES (UA /ANTWERP/BELGIUM),
DIP ED (UA /ANTWERP/BELGIUM), BSC PSYCH STUDIES (UNIVERSITY OF GLOUCESTERSHIRE/UK),
POSTGRAD MEDIATION (KULEUVEN/BELGIUM).

Marleen has lived and worked in Belgium, France, Singapore, Hong Kong, Saudi Arabia
and now Canada. She has taught French and Spanish in several IB-schools worldwide, at
all levels from Grade 7 to Bachelor, as well as developmental psychology and pedagogy in
the teacher training program of the Artesis University College in Antwerp/Belgium. Prior to
joining the Brentwood community, she was at Aspengrove school in Nanaimo.
Marleen loves to read and travel, but languages are her true passion (Flemish, French, Latin,
Greek, German, and Spanish). Her dream is to learn Sanskrit, so she can better understand
the origin of and the connection between the languages.

Sal Interlandi

B.A. PACE UNIVERSITY

Born and raised in New York City, Salvatore Interlandi is looking forward to his first year in
Fine Arts at Brentwood and on Vancouver Island! Sal is a writer, director and cinematographer
that has worked exclusively in film, television and theatre since he graduated from Pace
University in 1999. Most recently he spent 5 years at the New York Film Academy as Director
of Cinematography at the Masters Level. Currently, Sal is working on a documentary series
about genealogy, adoption and adoptee civil rights with his wife Laura. He is a proud Dad to
Aria, Willow and Luca and would like to publicly declare his allegiance to the New York
Islanders hockey team.

Adriane Pettit

B.ED. UNIVERSITY OF VICTORIA

Adriane grew up in Richmond BC and completed her Bachelor of Education at the
University of Victoria (1998). Deciding that she wanted to experience ‘true Canadian
winters’ she relocated to Calgary, Alberta where she spent twenty years in teaching and
leadership roles within independent and public schools. Her extensive background in
educational assessment and student learning are evident in the collaborative relationships
she forms with her students. ”No labels. No limits”. Adriane joins Brentwood with her
husband John ‘88 and two sons Noel (Whittall ‘21) and Davis (Whittall ‘23). Look for her on
the soccer fields when she isn’t in the classroom, combing the beach for sea glass or
finding the next best coffee spot.

Liam Sullivan, John Allpress, Elsie Hampshire, Denise Lysejko & Connor McGuigan

This year we say farewell to one Houseparent Liam Sullivan, goodbye
to some of our outstanding RFAs Elsie and Connor, bon voyage our longsuffering Payroll Manager, Denise Lysenko, and of course bid adieu to our
intrepid Deputy Head of School, Mr. John Allpress.

well past Mill Bay – Denise and Don found their dream property at the northern tip of the Island! For over four years, we were able to count on Denise to
ensure payroll runs seamlessly for over 250 of us. We are grateful to Denise
for her tireless work and wish her well in this exciting new chapter in her life.

Mr. Sullivan hasn’t left the School, for which we are grateful, but he has made
the decision to step down as Ellis Houseparent. He remains a vital piece of
the faculty and coaching staff at the School as he pursues his dream of being
on his bike every day.

Ms. Hampshire has left the friendly confines of Brentwood to work for Ducks
Unlimited at Oak Hammock Marsh in Manitoba whilst Mr. McGuigan has gone
on to pursue further schooling with an eye to becoming a teacher.

Denise Lysejko and her husband Don had been seriously considering a move
to the Cowichan Valley. Recently, after selling their house in the Victoria
area, they began to search in earnest and came across an opportunity they
couldn’t refuse. Unfortunately for the Brentwood family, this opportunity is
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Mr. Allpress who appears on the cover of the Brentonian, is fêted in his very
own section of the magazine and deservedly so. So read on dear reader!
We wish all of them the very best.
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A TRUE BRENTONIAN

john allpress
1980 – 2018

John Allpress arrived at Brentwood in March 1980. A globe-trotting Kiwi
who originally came to Canada to ski, John began his Brentwood career as a
Rogers Assistant House Master, math teacher, and coach of rowing and rugby.
He also led ski tours to New Zealand, rowing and rugby tours to Great Britain, France, Spain and Australia
and began the school’s annual winter midterm ski trip to Silver Star Mountain in Vernon, BC. John went on
to serve as Rogers House Master, Head of Mathematics, Director of Residence, Director of Admissions,
and most recently Deputy Head of School – Advancement and Director of Advancement.
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“Te tiro atu to kanohi ki
tairawhiti ana tera whiti te ra
kite ataata ka hinga ki
muri kia koe*”
*Turn your face to the sun
and the shadows fall behind you
MAORI PROVERB
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From the first meeting on the touchline of a rugby
pitch in 1983 to his retirement in July 2018, John
has always been a gentleman in every sense
of that timeless word. As the pace of change
accelerated over his 38 years of service, his calm
mantra of “It’s not what we do but how we do it
that makes Brentwood special.” It is a lesson to
be cherished..

Bud Patel
1983

1993, with Ivor Ford & Dave McCarthy

2014

2014 with Sue Quinton

Head of School
Parent of Mitali ('15) and Antara ('18)

1952
Born in Nelson, New Zealand
1973
B.Sc., from the University of
Canterbury, New Zealand

2016 Terry Fox Run

2002, Maeda Health Centre Opening, with Andrea Pennells

2018 Farewell Assembly, The Mens Choir performing Pokarekare Ana

1989, with Rogers Boys

During his tenure in Advancement, the
School enjoyed unprecedented growth.
John constantly reminds us it is our
donors who have transformed the Brentwood campus: the Maeda Health Cen-

those who have contributed to realizing
the goal of a $20M endowment by 2020.
While the vast bulk of funds are directed
to keeping Brentwood accessible to
worthy students, Boat Funds for rowers,

tre, the Bunch Centre for the Performing
Arts, Crooks Dining Hall, the Centre
for Art and Humanities and the Foote
Athletic Centre, as well as Allard and
Hope Houses. Of equal importance are

a Technical Theatre Endowment for our
performing artists, a Learning Centre
Endowment to offset staffing costs and,
most recently, a Faculty Professional
Development Fund have all materialized
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2004 Hockey Tournament

under John’s leadership.
In whatever role he found himself, John
has been an unfailingly committed,
energetic, positive, selfless and
principled servant of our school
community.
John is a true Brentonian.
When comes such another?

JOHN ALLPRESS TIMELINE

2018 Farewell Assembly, Boys Performing the Haka for John

1975
B.Comm. from the University of
Canterbury, New Zealand
1977-1979
Math & Physics teacher in New
Zealand
1979-1980 (Winters)
Ski Patrol at Silver Star Mountain
in Vernon, BC

1980
Joined the teaching staff at
Brentwood College School
1983-1993
Rogers House Parent, Director
of Campus Affairs, Head of
Mathematics Department, 1st
XV Rugby Coach, Colts Rowing
Squad Coach
1995-2000
Director of Admissions

1981

2011 with Alastair Gillespie

2000-2018
Deputy Head – Advancement
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1990 Rugby Coach

With all of my family members, I left specific
instructions to turn to John Allpress if any of them
found themselves in any sort of need, knowing that
no matter what John might have on the go he would
find time for them and provide care like a parent - as
if they were his own children. With the exception of
my wife, nowhere ever have I felt such depth of trust
in another’s ability and commitment to members
of our immediate and extended family. That trust
is borne of absolute reliability and impeccable
integrity that is embodied in John Allpress. In my
mind, he deserves to be in the front row of the short
but impressive lineup of the Heroes of Brentwood.

Chris Van Vliet
Rogers ‘81

with his Rogers Boys

FAREWELL RECEPTION

2003, with class of 1993

As many folk have noticed, some people look like
their pets. This phenomenon may be because
people unconsciously choose the animal that
reflects their personality, but perhaps something
more mysterious is at work. If a person inhabits
a place for many decades, sooner or later the line
becomes blurred as to where the person ends
and the place begins; eventually, in special cases,
bodies can become architecture. John is all over this
campus. His hand is in the new gym, his heart is in
the Bunch, and probably, if you look closely enough,
you can find his pancreas in the cracks of the plaza.
I love Brentwood, which means I love John Allpress.

Vivian Leung, Jack, Celia and John

On June 28th, 300+ guests (made up predominantly of Old Brentonians) were welcomed back to campus to pay tribute to John
Allpress after an incredible 38 years of service
to Brentwood. Moving tributes and well-wishes (sent in from alumni and families around the
world) were shared with John at the event. It
was a fitting farewell to a servant of Brentwood who has given so much to the School
and all who have benefitted from his guidance,
support and knowledge since 1980.

with the Gallaghers

Paul Collis

Brentwood teacher and parent of
Toby (Privett ‘15) and Holly (Mackenzie ‘17)

2018 with Bud Patel

2006
You have been the heart and soul of Brentwood.
Your passion and dedication as a teacher and
mentor have not only guided my kids but thousands
of students. Through your tireless energy and vision,
the Brentwood community is enjoying amazing
new facilities. Your contributions to Brentwood are
immeasurable. Congrats to your well-deserved
retirement and cheers to future adventures.

Millie Livingston

Parent of Katie (Mackenzie ‘13) and
Tyler (Whittall ‘07)
1983 with Rowing Colts A
92 : THE BRENTONIAN : 2018

Grant Gillies (Rogers '83), Scott Gray (Rogers '82), Ben
Butterfield (Ellis '82), John Allpress, Joel Whist (Rogers '82) and
Malcolm Smith (Rogers '82) pose for a selfie with John

with Andrew Purdy
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Welcome to Brentonian Connect

brentonianconnect.ca

1600+ Old Brentonians have already joined!
Sign up today to start leveraging your alumni network and
easily find other Old Brentonians in your region

Brentonian Connect at Work
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Jessica Rozitis (Purdy), Alex ‘88
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“I’ve been using
Brentonian Connect
quite a bit recently
and I love the results.
My son will soon
become a student at
McGill University, so I
used the “Directory”
function to find
Brentwood graduates
who attended McGill last year. I sent private
messages to several of them through the platform
to ask for their opinions and advice on residence
and accommodation options. I received some
amazingly thorough and well thought out
responses that have proven to be very valuable.”

“I recently moved from
Canada to the UK. I wanted
to continue my career in
Human Resources but
was unsure of the market
in London and what the
implications of moving
abroad would mean for
my future career. Using
Brentonian Connect, I was
able to seek advice from several Old Brentonians
who are HR professionals, while navigating
a foreign job market and gaining insight into
international HR qualifications. It was incredibly
easy to reach out to Brentwood alumni globally
and I was overwhelmed by their willingness to
mentor and provide guidance.”
Charlotte Murray, Allard ‘08
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Costa Rica		
Denmark		
England		
France		
Germany		
Honduras		
Hong Kong		
Indonesia		
Ireland		
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Jamaica		
Japan		
Kazakhstan		
Kenya		
Korea		
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Mexico		
Netherlands
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New Zealand
Nigeria		
Oman		
Peru		
Philippines		
Portugal		
Saudi Arabia
Scotland		
Singapore		
Slovenija		
South Africa
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Thailand		
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Networking

Mentorship

Events

Jobs

Access a directory
of global alumni;
search for people by
grad year, region,
university, industry
or company

Find trusted mentors
through the platform
or offer to become
a mentor yourself

Stay informed
about alumni events
happening in your
region or create and
host an event yourself
on the platform

View and apply for
jobs posted by other
alumni, or post jobs
yourself on the
Brentonian Connect
Job Board

Reconnect with former Old Brentonians and establish
trusted professional and personal associations with other
members of your global Brentwood network.
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THE

wow effect
Joel Whist ‘82

2017 BAFTA and Oscar nominee – SPFX Coordinator

I’m into my 35th year of working in
the film business and it’s surreal to look
back at my childhood and reflect on the
dreams I had at 14. I was fascinated with
the craft of special effects in motion pictures.
More specifically, Mechanical Special
Effects not Visual Effects or Computer
Generated Imagery (CGI).
I was born and raised in Kamloops, BC and from an early age
was obsessed with comics, model making, science fiction, and
the magic of going to the movies. For a long time, we only had
one theatre in town. The Paramount Theatre was where I saw
most of the movies that sparked my interest in Special Effects.
The most influential of which was “Star Wars”. Once I discovered
that people could make a living building the spaceship models, photographing them, and designing all of the pyrotechnic
effects, I was hooked. My mom became the biggest supporter
of my dreams, feeding me with books and magazines detailing
the art of Special Effects and the behind-the-scenes stories that
fascinated me. Further influences came from the early “Godzilla”
movies, the Hammer Films “Dracula” series, the original “Planet of
the Apes” series, Ridley Scott’s “Blade Runner” and “Alien”, “2001
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A Space Odyssey”, “Sinbad and the Voyage of the Seven Seas”,
etc. I scrutinized each movie to try and figure out how they did all
of the special effect “gags”. With no Internet, my only source for
information was the library or a trip to Vancouver to seek out a
bigger bookstore or comic shop.
In the fall of 1980, I arrived on the Brentwood campus to start
my Grade 11 year away from home. Needless to say, I was busy
with school and sports so not much time was devoted to my love
of movies. I did, however, meet a fantastic group of like-minded kids, who I have remained friends with to this day: some are
working in the film business. Photography at Brentwood was a
big influence as well as making some very silly “Monty Pythonesque” Super 8 films with our whacky group that will hopefully
never see the light of day again.
Graduation saw me enrol in mechanical engineering at UBC and
work at several jobs that continued to build necessary skills.
Working in the bush throughout BC and Canada as a freelance
prospector introduced me to rock climbing and rigging techniques as well as the use of high explosives for mining purposes.
At the same time, having moved to Vancouver from Kamloops
with my family, I became aware of the film industry that was
beginning to thrive in the Lower Mainland. Through connections,
I was able to contact the main player in town who was doing the
majority of FX work, John Thomas of Thomas Special Effects, and
eventually convinced him to give me a chance. I started at his

Five Things
I Learned Along
the Way

Joel Whist
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flamethrower effect from the nose of
the ship and gas turbine effects from
its jet ports, all of which were operated
independently from a distance for each
shot. For another interior set, the ship
was mounted on a computer-controlled
gimbal that could raise it up towards a
tenement window for a specific scene
and rotate it 360 degrees as a fireball
erupts from the window.

The set of The War of the Planet of the Apes (2017)

shop in North Vancouver sweeping the
floor part-time and 10 years later ended
up running set for his crew as “Set
Supervisor”. John demanded excellence
in the craft and worked harder than
anyone I’ve ever worked with. He was
devoted to the craft of Special Effects
and was constantly trying to push the
envelope as to what could be shot. Our
specialty was rigging for stunts and camera, which lead to jobs around the world,
such as Cliffhanger shot in northern Italy.
John passed away in 1992, leaving a
huge hole in the film community.
With John’s passing, I branched out to
start my own career as an “SPFX Supervisor” in Vancouver. John’s mentoring
stuck with me and translated to my crew,
as I have constantly pushed to create
bigger and better practical effects.
Whether the gag is smoke, rain, snow,
wind, mechanical movement, fire, pyrotechnics, hydraulic systems, blood FX,
breakaway set pieces, electronics, bullet
hits; the goal is always to create something that looks as real as possible but is
still safe for the crew and cast. We strive
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to make every “gag” a WOW moment.
Every project usually has several gags
that challenge me and my team to deliver safely and efficiently. Underworld
Evolution (2006) required a scene where
a helicopter crashes through the ceiling
of a castle, wedges itself vertically in a
rope bridge and proceeds to continue
running while two characters fight in
front of the spinning props. This was
shot in a sound stage where the load
limits of the ceiling were very specific.
We hung a full-scale helicopter fuselage
(minus the engine, rotors, etc.) from the
permanents of the studio and engineered a deceleration system to drop
the chopper, on a cue, towards the rope
bridge 40’ below. To simulate the CG
spinning prop hitting the rope bridge,
detonating cord and explosives were
digitally timed to rip apart the bridge
at the correct moment of the drop. The
bridge section was built with lighter materials (balsa wood) for safety. Once the
chopper had wedged itself in the bridge,
we attached a 20’ diameter Lexan sheet
painted with lines to the main rotor shaft

and spun it with a speed-controlled
motor mounted within the turbine housing. When spun at a certain speed and
with added wind from wind machines, it
looked like the actual prop was still running, allowing the main actress to fight
safely within inches of the effect.
Watchmen (2009), required the manipulation and movement of a full scale “Owl
Ship” on location and on stage to simulate the craft flying and hovering. The
ship ended up weighing over 9000 lbs.
once construction was finished, including all of the interior set dressing. For
location shots, a wireless joystick control
system was engineered to individually
control three 7000 lb. gantry winches
suspended from a 200-ton construction
crane. The ship was suspended from
the three winches, which gave it realistic
pitch and yaw while moving it laterally
and vertically with the crane. For interior
shots we suspended the ship from a
winch system mounted in the ceiling
of the stage so we could simulate it
rising off of its cradle to begin flying.
These interior shots required a practical

Steven Spielberg’s The BFG (2016),
required the use of several computer-controlled gimbals to provide accurate motion control that mimicked the
gate of the giant while carrying Sophie
on his shoulder or in his pocket or in a
sack. A scaled foam torso of the giant
was mounted on the gimbals and the
actress playing Sophie was placed on its
shoulder, etc. The actor playing the BFG
had previously recorded a motion study
with the VFX team who then translated
the study digitally to the gimbal’s language so that it would move as the actor
had 2 days earlier. The only changes
we made were to “dumb” down some
of the actor’s more aggressive moves,
as they were too violent for the actress. Another scene involved a scaled
version of a wheelbarrow trolley system
that Sophie rides from a hiding place
to where the BFG is working. The set
piece was roughly 80’ long and travelled
from a height of 20’ to 5’. The ride was
controlled by a custom built hydraulic
cylinder rig manipulated by a computer-controlled system that regulated the
speed and deceleration of the ride so
the actress could ride and still perform.
The War for the Planet of the Apes
(2017), posed a logistical problem as the
main prison camp set was supposed to
be at the foot of Californian Sierras in
the middle of winter. Our set was built
in a vacant lot in Richmond, in the fall
and winter of 2016. Because we were
shooting in the middle of a Vancouver

winter, whatever was used to simulate
snow had to withstand rain for several
months. In the end, we trucked 750 tons
of fine grade dolomite (white sand) up
from Washington and California to be
dressed as snow on the ground and set
pieces. War is a classic example of how
Practical FX and Visual FX can coexist
in the same project and help each
other to reach the ultimate goal, that
the audience loses track of what is real
and what is computer generated and
simply enjoys the story. A large portion
of the battle sequences involved real
explosions, pyrotechnics and fire in the
foreground, with CG events added in the
background. The final sequence where
Caesar blows up several fuel tankers
was shot on location using “black bucks”
built to the exact dimensions of the
actual steel tanker cars, but out of lighter
and safer materials. These bucks were
loaded with detonating cord, black powder, gas, diesel, debris, dust and lamp
black. The explosion was
digitally timed to simulate
the tankers ripping apart
from one end to the other.
Visual Effects then continued the explosion into
the heart of the compound
and into the mountain.
As well, my team provided numerous practical
elements from which the
Visual Effects team were
able to build from and
sweeten.
This year I was fortunate
enough to be nominated
for both a BAFTA and an
Oscar for my work on War
alongside the extremely
talented Visual Effects
team from Weta Digital,
consisting of the legendary Joe Letteri, Dan Lemmon and Daniel Barrett.

Sitting in the audience at these events
was truly surreal as I was surrounded by
people I had grown up idolizing for their
work in Mechanical and Visual Effects,
as well as being nominated for a film that
comes from a franchise I worshipped as
a kid, and finally to be competing against
4 other films that were also a huge part
of my childhood dreams: Blade Runner
2049, Kong: Skull Island, Guardians of
the Galaxy Vol.2 , and last but not least
Star Wars: The Last Jedi! My mind was
blown!
My career to this point is a testament to
my incredible crew, the very talented
people who I mentored under and most
importantly, to my family and friends
who have supported me unconditionally
during my 35-year journey through the
crazy business of filmmaking.

The “Owl Ship” from Watchmen
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ALUMNI Q&A

KAPRI
THOMAS

“Little girls
with dreams become
women with vision”

GWYNNETH ‘03

WHERE ARE YOU LOCATED IN
THE WORLD RIGHT NOW?
Currently I’m in Los Angeles for work
but I reside in Toronto!
WHAT ARE YOU DOING
PROFESSIONALLY OR OTHERWISE?
I’m a recording artist and songwriter.
WHAT ACHIEVEMENT ARE
YOU MOST PROUD OF?
Most recently, my first single ‘Deeper’ was
nominated for the 2018 Juno Award for ‘Dance
Recording Of The Year’. I was able to return
out west and celebrate with my family at the
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Vancouver ceremonies. Ms. Widenmaier even
attended the awards to show her support!
WHAT ARE YOU MOST PASSIONATE ABOUT?
I’m most passionate about performing
and writing music. I’ve always loved being
on stage, so it seemed natural that after
Brentwood I would pursue a career in the
music industry.
DO YOU HAVE A FAVOURITE
QUOTE OR MANTRA?
“Little girls with dreams become
women with vision”

WHAT’S NEXT FOR YOU?
I’m looking forward to my release into the U.S
market. I’ve been working with producers in
NYC & LA and can’t wait to share my latest
material.
WHO OR WHAT HAS HAD THE BIGGEST
INFLUENCE ON YOUR LIFE TO DATE?
My mom has absolutely had the biggest
influence on my life. As a dancer, a
choreographer and successful entrepreneur
she’s been my main role model. She’s
shown me how to navigate through life as a
businesswoman and do it with a smile!

WHAT WAS THE LAST NEW
THING YOU TRIED?
Shake Shack in Hollywood; I actually
stopped my recording session to chow down.
FAVOURITE BRENTWOOD MEMORY:
When our dance squad competed for the
Shield at one of the Greater Victoria dance
competitions. We performed a piece I
created to ‘Get Your Freak On’ by Missy
Elliott and brought the coveted trophy home.
FAVOURITE BRENTWOOD TEACHER(S):
Ms. (Oxton) Blake played an undeniable role
in my growth as a dancer and choreographer.

She allowed me to experiment with
choreography and introduce new styles into
the Brentwood dance curriculum. She taught
me to express myself freely and take more
chances.
WHERE DO YOU HOPE TO BE
10 YEARS FROM NOW?
I hope to be a fixture in pop culture and
establish a brand in the realms of not just
music but also fashion. I see myself as
contributing something that will impact our
culture.
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RICHARD NASH AND THE

brentwood
flying club
Peter Scarrow ‘69 and
Peter Moodie ‘69
Tuesday morning, September
5, 1961. Newly hired science
teacher, Richard Nash, was
on his hands and knees
energetically scrubbing
the boarding house floor. It
wasn’t in his job description,
but there was still lots to do.

this solitary Brentwood pioneer is unable to find anyone on the lower levels.
Is the school abandoned? Is it really a
school at all? Did Mom and Dad make
a mistake? Alarmed, he ascends the
stairs, startling the trio of equally anxious
academic scrubbers. One of those
vertiginous moments when present circumstance and future potential become
confused. A modest start for the newly
resurrected Brentwood College School.

It was opening day at the school’s new
location in Mill Bay and things were not
up to snuff in the creaky old Tudor-style
buildings. Also scrubbing were rookie
Headmaster, David Mackenzie and his
wife, Joyce. None of the other staff had
arrived. Together these three were
finishing the top-level hallway in the
old Ellis House when the first student
arrived. His identity now forgotten,
imagination substitutes for memory. We
see a young lad filled with hope and fear
dropped off early by working parents.
Alone, suitcase and duffle bag in hand,

In later years as the chief instructor of
the Brentwood Flying Club, Richard
regularly introduced boys to literal
vertigo, although his main job was as an
enthusiastic and diligent biology teacher
who went to great lengths to expose the
boys to the practical realities of the discipline, acquiring sheep brains and eyeballs to dissect, live frogs to pith and, for
a time, a delinquent capuchin monkey
named “Tommy” to edify. As a biology
teacher, Richard was famous for his oneliner, told annually and predictably to the
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Biology 12 class at frog-pithing time, that
“you can’t drink beer at night and pith
frogs in the morning”. That was about as
risqué as Richard would get.
His real passion was flying. His physician
father was a pilot and his parents gave
him a choice of adolescent extracurriculars: flying (Dad’s preference) or golf
(Mom’s). To Mom’s consternation, he
chose the former and began lessons
at the age of 15 with the Victoria Flying
Club. It quickly became an obsession
and he found himself with a teenage
routine, hitchhiking from home in Oak
Bay to the Pat Bay Airport on weekends,
holidays and even after school on weekdays to take flying lessons, meet pilots
and hang out. He got his pilot’s license
at the age of 17.
Through the Flying Club, he got to know
future Brentwood Headmaster, David
Mackenzie, then a teacher and flight
instructor at the Royal Canadian Naval
Reserve. David’s job was to train young

1967 - Two students from the Flying Club

Canadian Air Force pilots in a Harvard
flight trainer. By then Richard was employed by the Flying Club which had a
contract to maintain the Harvard. Thus
Richard, the young “grease monkey” in
charge of simple maintenance on the
Harvard, got to know David Mackenzie.
Richard’s initial stint at Brentwood only
lasted one year. He left to complete
teacher training and then taught for a
couple of years in Port Alberni before
David Mackenzie recruited him once
more, this time offering a Brentwood job
with a new mandate but no extra pay:
would Richard, in addition to teaching
science, set up a “Brentwood Flying
Club” and teach the older boys how to fly
using the infrastructure of Victoria Flying
Club at Pat Bay Airport and relying on
Richard’s credentials as a flight instructor.

Over its eight years of operation, the
Brentwood Flying Club was an institution
with its own particular culture, uniting
boys from disparate school cliques
in a common endeavour and offering
uncommon experiences far in excess
of parental expectations. We were such
frequent passengers between the Pat
Bay airport and the School that the Mill
Bay Ferry crew occasionally let us steer
the vessel. Often kids with modest
academic achievements turned out to
be stellar pilots. Cool kids maybe not so
cool on their first solo; athletic all-stars
jittery at the controls.
We never had any accidents or even
near accidents. For some, it was the first
exposure to “spins” that made us snap to
attention: the flimsy little Cessna 150 first
cruising along at 200 km/h. You’re in the

pilot seat; Richard is co-pilot. You pull
back on the controls and climb, climb,
climb until there is no more lift. Suddenly
the nose dives and Richard says: “Left
rudder!” Bang – your foot goes down on
the rudder and instantly the plane is in a
corkscrew spin hurtling toward earth at
80+ km/h and Mr. Vertigo is screaming
into your teenage cranium that it’s time
to grow up some. Richard doesn’t even
break a sweat. For others it was slipping
the surly bonds of earth and school
for three hours alone on the first solo
“cross-country,” a transformational exercise wherein we plotted flight plans from
Pat Bay to Campbell River, then through
Nanaimo airspace before circling back
home. Not just theory, this was a sobering exercise in applied mathematics,
physics, meteorology and geography all
rolled into one.
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Where Students Choose To Be

community
1966 - A student takes flight over campus

Nearly 100 teenage boys learned a lot about flying and a bit
about life through Richard Nash and the Brentwood Flying
Club. Many went on to distinguished careers as pilots employed by commercial airlines or as bush pilots in remote regions of Canada. At least one made a fortune relying on his
skills as a bush pilot in the Canadian north. Some even tell
stories of how the rigorous training at the Club saved lives
in their occupations as commercial pilots. The flying careers
of others ended when they left Brentwood. Each gained
value from the experience - unique in the annals of Canadian
independent school history.
Richard Nash and his Brentwood pilots are all seniors now.
Richard is retired and lives in Victoria where he leads a quiet
life, religiously attending men’s night dinners with his friends
at the Union Club.
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Bill Ross (former Headmaster and faculty member from
1962 to 2000), Richard Nash (faculty member 1965 to
1971), Michael Richmond (Class of ‘69) and Peter Scarrow
(Class of ‘69) at luncheon honouring Nash, 2018.

1966 - Gordon Newby ‘66 and Fred Liggett ‘67 inspect a
Cessna 150 aircraft; both were awarded scholarships by
Victoria Flying Services that year
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ALUMNI Q&A

WHERE ARE YOU LOCATED IN
THE WORLD RIGHT NOW?
Vancouver, BC. I now split my time between
Mill Bay and Vancouver.

WHAT WAS THE LAST NEW THING YOU TRIED?
Skate-skiing lessons. I never thought it was
possible to be so bad at something and have so
much fun.

WHAT ARE YOU CURRENTLY DOING
PROFESSIONALLY OR OTHERWISE?
I have a manufacturing and distribution business;
we started in Whistler in 1987 making ski and
snowboard accessories. In 1995 we started
making products for dogs and cats; collars,
leashes, harnesses, coats, life jackets, shoes and
socks. Now our business focuses solely on these
products.

FAVOURITE BRENTWOOD MEMORY:
The first home game playing for the 1st XV.
Running out on the field before the game is a
feeling I’ll never forget. I still get goosebumps
thinking about it 40 years later.

WHAT ACHIEVEMENT(S) ARE YOU
MOST PROUD OF?
Surviving in business for 30+ years and
maintaining some manufacturing in Canada.
We have a cut-and-sew facility in Vancouver
which employs about 50 people and
continues to expand.
WHAT ARE YOU MOST PASSIONATE ABOUT?
We have a foundation that donates products
and money to animal rescue and adoption
organizations. It’s amazing what these incredible
people can do with very limited resources.
DO YOU HAVE A FAVOURITE
QUOTE OR MANTRA?
“Spend less money than you make.”
WHAT’S NEXT FOR YOU?
We hope to expand our business into
Europe and/or Asia in 2020.
WHO OR WHAT HAS HAD THE BIGGEST
INFLUENCE ON YOUR LIFE TO DATE?
My mom and dad. My mom taught me that you
can have anything you want if you’re willing to
work for it. My dad taught me that winning and
success aren’t accidents, but the result of years of
doing the right stuff the right way.

106 : THE BRENTONIAN : 2018

RORY
CARR
ROGERS ‘81

FAVOURITE BRENTWOOD TEACHER(S):
One is Jim Burrows; he taught me that hard work
always beats out talent. In hindsight I am not
sure if he was saying I had no talent. Either way,
I always know I want to be the hardest working
person in any situation. The other is John Allpress;
he believed in me long before I did. He’s always
been a cheerleader in my life and has shown me
on multiple occasions that Brentwood will always
be there for you.
WHERE DO YOU HOPE TO BE
10 YEARS FROM NOW?
I have a house in Mill Bay which I’m renovating to
be my future retirement home. In 10 years I hope
to be sitting on the deck with my Dad critiquing
Brian Carr’s coaching of the Brentwood crews. I
hope I’m still working a few days a week between
Mill Bay and Vancouver.

“Winning and
success aren’t
accidents, but the
result of years of
doing the right stuff
the right way.”
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ALUMNI Q&A

SARAH
MANNEY
ALEX ‘14

WHERE ARE YOU LOCATED IN THE WORLD
RIGHT NOW?
Right now, I’m back on Vancouver Island to
see my brother Liam (Whittall, ’18) graduate
from Brentwood!
WHAT ARE YOU CURRENTLY DOING
PROFESSIONALLY OR OTHERWISE?
I’ll be in Kyiv, Ukraine working with an NGO
called StopFake.org to help fact-check
disinformation.
WHAT ACHIEVEMENT(S) ARE YOU
MOST PROUD OF?
Organizing a cybersecurity crisis simulation
at Stanford University for students in both
policy-related and technical fields in an effort
to bridge what Silicon Valley calls the “techyfuzzy divide.” I firmly believe we need tech
and policy people working together on scary
new challenges such as A.I., robots, etc.
WHAT ARE YOU MOST PASSIONATE ABOUT?
I get fired up about three things: democracy,
the country of Estonia, and (as my American
colleagues will attest) real maple syrup.
DO YOU HAVE A FAVOURITE QUOTE OR
MANTRA?
“Go out there and make mistakes!” from
Ms. Frizzle in The Magic Schoolbus cartoon.
I’ve learned the most from mistakes I’ve
made in situations where I felt hopelessly
underqualified.
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WHAT’S NEXT FOR YOU?
This fall, I begin work as a Business Analyst in
Washington, D.C. for McKinsey & Company,
a management consulting firm (see above
re: situations where I feel hopelessly
underqualified!)
WHO OR WHAT HAS HAD THE BIGGEST
INFLUENCE ON YOUR LIFE TO DATE?
Brentwood, for giving me the mentors and
friends who really know me; Mom and Dad,
for having my back no matter what; and one
of my Stanford professors, Michael McFaul, for
inspiring me with his dedication to principled
public service.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA
Connect with Brentwood, parents and alumni, get the latest info, discuss our most recent updates
or simply show the world your love for Brentwood! We constantly update our media sites
and welcome comments and discussions with you. By subscribing to our videos on YouTube,
becoming a fan on Facebook or following our tweets on Twitter you can make sure
that you hear the latest things first. If you would like to receive
The Torch, please contact marketing@brentwood.bc.ca.

FAVOURITE BRENTWOOD TEACHER(S):
Mr. Collis, with shout-outs to to Messrs.
Lawrence, Wismer, Sullivan, Tate, Luna,
Bryant; Mrs. Reynolds; and Ms. MacInnis.
WHY?
I always felt English was my weakest subject.
On my first day at Brentwood, Mr. Collis gave
us an impromptu writing assignment. I started
scribbling frantically as Collis paced the rows,
sure I was about to be sent right back where
I came from. Miraculously, Collis said he saw
something in my three paragraphs of garbled
nonsense that was “actually kind of good.”
To this day, he’s still the toughest critic and
greatest supporter I’ve ever had.

WHAT WAS THE LAST NEW THING YOU
TRIED?

WHERE DO YOU HOPE TO BE

A “Storytelling” class at university, the goal
of which was to be able to “stand in front of a
live audience and tell a true story.” I’m now a
storytelling fanatic!

10 YEARS FROM NOW?
As long as I’m surrounded by interesting
people who will throw themselves into the
good fight alongside me, I’ll be happy!

FAVOURITE BRENTWOOD MEMORY:
On my Stanford application I was asked what
kind of roommate I hoped to have. I turned
to ask my Brentwood roommate at the time,
Gillian Marvel (Alex, ’14), what I should write.
As usual, we went off on a tangent and found
ourselves five minutes later attempting to ducttape a safety cone to a hat. I recounted the
story on my application, and there you have it!

Engage with Brentwood

/BrentwoodCollegeSchool

/BrentwoodCollege

@BrentwoodBoarding
photos.brentwood.ca
on SmugMug

/BrentwoodCollegeSchool

“Go out
there and make
mistakes”

@BrentwoodNews

www.brentwood.ca : 109

EXPLORING THE

relationship
BETWEEN

CANADA AND INDIGENOUS NATIONS

Prof. Keavy Martin ‘00
The School has always been home to an eclectic student population
whose pursuits once leaving the confines of campus have mirrored these
varied interests and priorities. We had the opportunity to reach out to
one of our graduates who is at the forefront of one of the most germane
topics across Canada today, to get her insights on her field of study
and its importance in our ever-evolving society.
Brentwood Alumna, Prof. Keavy Martin ‘00, is an author, a mother, and associate professor, Department
of English & Film Studies and adjunct professor, Faculty of Native Studies at the University of Alberta,
Treaty 6 and Métis territory. She is no stranger to publishing. Her first book, Stories in a New Skin:Approaches to Inuit Literature (winner of the 2012 Gabrielle Roy Prize), explores the intersections of Inuit
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Keavy Martin with her son, Edzazii and author Mini Aodla Freeman
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traditional knowledge about ‘literature’
with southern academic practices. She
recently concluded a SSHRC (Social
Sciences and Humanities Research
Council) -funded collaborative research project called “Creative Conciliations,” which looked to Indigenous
arts in order to try to think beyond
the discourse of ‘reconciliation.’ She
was inducted into the Royal Society
of Canada’s College of New Scholars,
Artists, and Scientists in 2016, and she
is the mother of a young son, Edzazii.
Prof. Martin’s research interests
include Indigenous literatures and
intellectual traditions, Inuit literature,
oral history, Indigenous languages (especially Inuktitut), literary history and
criticism, Aboriginal and treaty rights,
the Truth & Reconciliation Commission
of Canada, Indigenous methodologies,
and alternative pedagogies.
Tell us about the work you are
currently involved in.
I’m an English professor, teaching
Indigenous literatures, among other
things, at the University of Alberta.
I finished my PhD in 2009 at the
University of Toronto, having written a
dissertation about Inuit literature. More
recently, I’ve been doing collaborative
work on the issue of ‘reconciliation’ in
Canada--not only in light of the Indian
Residential School system but also of
ongoing settler-colonialism.
To put it another way: I work every
day--and I struggle--to think critically
about the narratives and structures
that many of us have been led to take
for granted. The land that I now own
title to and the land that my institution
occupies--how did that come to be
part of “Canada”? By which processes
did that occur? What stories had to be
told in order to make that possible?
These are difficult questions, as they
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have a way of implicating everyone
personally. In my classroom, we turn
to Indigenous literature and art to help
scrape back the layers of sediment
that have covered up colonial histories
and ongoing realities. It is hard work,
and I am never in any sort of righteous
position of knowing more, knowing
better. As a white professor, I risk
being part of the problem; I make
mistakes; I am learning, constantly.

I was raised mostly overseas, the
daughter of a Canadian diplomat:
my dad, Michael Martin, is also a
Brentwood grad (‘78), as is my mom,
Lindsay Durgan, nee Dutton (‘79), now
a psychotherapist in San Francisco.
The Canada that I knew was largely
produced by the mythologies that
were circulating: that this was a peacekeeping, multicultural nation, etc. It
wasn’t until I was in university and
reading Thomas King’s 1993 novel
How did your journey to becoming so
Green Grass, Running Water, along
involved in working with Indigenous
with the works of other Indigenous
peoples evolve?
writers, that I started to see the cracks
In part, what I do today is because of
in the facade. Later, as a graduate
the absences that still lingered in high
student in comparative literature, I
school curricula across the province
began learning Inuktitut--and then
of BC in the late 90s--and perhaps
spent five summers in the community
especially in private education: we
of Pangnirtung, on Baffin Island. This
did not have the same tools, then, to
changed my outlook on everything.
be talking about Indigenous histories
For the first time in decades, I was out
and contemporary colonialisms. At
of the classroom: on the land, in the
Brentwood, it never once occurred to
community; meeting elders, hunters,
me to ask whose
seamstresses; trying
territory I was on,
to build relationships;
what had been there
witnessing first
“ I work every day
before the school,
hand the resilience
– and I struggle – to think
or how it came to
and innovation
critically about the narratives
be that we acquired
of northern
and structures that many
those beautiful
communities that had
of us have been led to
lands. Today, things
endured decades of
take for granted”
are very different:
federal administration
post-secondary
and today are still
institutions across
feeling the impacts of
the country are trying to find ways to
southern activism against the seal hunt.
“indigenize” and/or “decolonize” (both
It wasn’t until I went to Nunavut that I
contested terms): they are grappling
learned what community can mean. It’s
with the complexities of the lands
not just about a sense of belonging:
that they occupy, they are working
it’s about relationships and the
to remove barriers for Indigenous
responsibilities that come with them.
students, and they are shifting the
Moving back and forth between
sorts of stories that they are telling
northern communities and the
about themselves. As much as I am
university can be disorienting, even
skeptical of assertions of progress, I
though there are other academics
am excited by the changes that I see
who are also doing this kind of thing.
taking place, both at the U of A, at
When we would work with elders
Brentwood, and at other institutions.
like the late Inuusiq Nashalik in

Pangnirtung, they would often begin a
500-page typescript, and we wanted
statement along the lines of: “I’m only
to find out whether there was interest
going to tell you about what I know. If
in its becoming available again. For
I’ve only heard about something, I’m
various reasons, this project never
not going to talk about it.” Knowledge
went ahead. But I’ll always remember
in this context comes from personal,
the conversation that I had with
first-hand experience, and this is
an Inuvialuk RCMP officer, Brad
reflected in Inuit pedagogies, which
Carpenter, who helped us out when
emphasize observation and handswe were in town: he asked me, “why
on learning. Back down south, when
are you doing this?” With fire in my
I’m participating in PhD defences,
eyes, I launched into an impassioned
I’m often struck by the
very different ways
in which universities
conceive of knowledge:
we often talk for hours
about things that we
have only read in
books, with which
none of us have any
personal experience.
In other disciplines,
like Native Studies, this
doesn’t really fly. But
in English, there’s still
a significant danger
Pangnirtung, Nunavut
of being an armchair
scholar. Increasingly, we
are trying to build in more hands-on,
speech about the importance of
embodied, experiential learning, and
Thrasher’s writing being available
to insist on the necessity of building
to contemporary readers, as he had
relationships beyond the academy.
wanted. Brad listened to me with a
As my former doctoral supervisor
quizzical look on his face, and when
Ted Chamberlin always reminded me,
I’d finished, he said, “I don’t think you
there is a huge amount of knowledge
know why you’re doing this. I think
and expertise to be found outside of
you’re doing this to get a pat on the
the ivory tower.
head.” This response surprised me.
But he had a point: I had no personal
When I was fairly new to my job, I
connection to this work, no personal
travelled with my colleague Prof. Sam
stake in the project--beyond maybe
McKegney to the Inuvialuit community
a desire to ‘do better’ than the white
of Paulatuk, NWT, to talk with the
editors of the past, to learn from their
Thrasher family about possibly reerrors, and yes, to get a pat on the
publishing an out-of-print book--Skid
head. This comment got me thinking
Row Eskimo--by one of their relatives,
long and hard about why I do what I
the late Anthony Apakark Thrasher.
do--and under what circumstances
The original 1976 publication had
a project like this can and should
been very aggressively edited, but
proceed. Nobody would have
Sam had gotten ahold of the original

asked me that pointed question in a
university setting, where the value
of re-publishing an out-of-print text
so that everyone could read it would
have been taken for granted. I had
to travel 1800 km from the university
before I was able to consider this.
A few years later, back in Edmonton,
I met Mini Aodla Freeman, an Inuit
elder from James Bay who had also
published a book in the 1970s: the
stunning memoir Life
Among the Qallunaat
(qallunaat is the Inuktitut
word for white people
or southerners). Like
Thrasher’s book, it was
also out of print--and it
had a bit of a strange
publication history, having
been released thanks to
a deal struck between
the publisher, Mel Hurtig,
and the Dept. of Northern
Affairs (all without the
author’s knowledge). Mini
was interested in her book
being made available again,
and we quickly found a publisher for
it: the University of Manitoba Press,
which had a series dedicated to outof-print and/or previously unpublished
Indigenous literature. This time, my
co-editor (Prof. Julie Rak) and I had the
opportunity to get to know the author,
to gradually build trust with her, to try
to understand her wishes, her history.
Initially, we thought it was going
to be a fairly simple task: the book
would need a new cover, some new
paratextual material, and any changes
that Mini wanted to make. But one
day, we went to her house for a visit,
and she had on the table the original
typescript of the book: she had found
it in storage somewhere. For editors
and book historians, this kind of thing
is the holy grail. As we
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poured over the typescript, we saw
that the original 1978 edit had made
significant changes to Mini’s phrasing
and had also cut numerous important
passages. In our 2015 edition, then,
we were able to restore that material.
And this time, I had a different sort of
personal stake in the work through my
relationship with Mini. I wanted to do
this work well because of her, because
of a sense of responsibility to her and
what she had been through the first
time round. This story’s cover photo
was taken when Mini was having tea at
my house--and the box of her newlypublished books just happened to
arrive. Today, Julie and I are editing
Mini’s next book, a fictionalized
biography of her famous grandfather,
George Weetaltuk.

intentions can be: the residential
school system, for instance, was
built on a twisted version of colonial
benevolence. Increasingly, the more
that I do this work, the more I realize
that it is not characterized by warm
and cozy affects. We’re dealing with
colonial legacies that are ongoing,
lived on a daily basis by Indigenous
subjects, and the most important thing
for me is to be able to deal with being
corrected or even scolded when my
own good intentions have gone awry,
when I have inadvertently become
part of the problem.

Just as was outlined in the treaty
agreement (here in the territory that I
call home), the relationship between
Canada and Indigenous nations is
ongoing, intended to last forever. That
So how to do this work--and how
doesn’t just mean my treaty right to
to write about it--without what is
live on this land: it means that I have
sometimes called ‘virtue-signalling’:
responsibilities as a relative under
without trying
the treaty, and those
simply to get a pat
obligations are eternal.
on the head? It’s
There’s lot of good
“ I am kept awake many
pretty tricky. More
reading about this:
nights by the problem that
and more, I notice
Sylvia McAdam, Harold
half my class has only a vague
this rhetorical
Johnson, Michael
sense of the history of settlertechnique being
Asch, and numerous
colonialism and that the other
deployed by white
local experts who
half already knows this stuff
academics: the
carry those teachings.
viscerally and deals with
safe and easy
We’re in this for the
it every day”
critique of other
long haul, together.
white people,
For me, I muddle
usually from the
through this in my daily life in
past. We’re not like them, we suggest;
Treaty 6--and also in my classroom.
we know better. This is a significant
Thankfully, there is a huge windfall of
problem in ‘reconciliation’ work:
work by Indigenous writers and artists
the desire or expectation of white
that can help us to grapple with these
folks--those who have benefitted
issues (if you haven’t already, check
from the colonization of Canada--to
out the new work by Eden Robinson,
move through it unscathed, looking
Cherie Dimaline, Tracey Lindberg,
great, being lauded for their efforts.
Leanne Betasamosake Simpson,
I don’t doubt that we all also have
Billy-Ray Belcourt, and Katherena
good intentions, but one quick look
Vermette, to name only a few). These
through the history of colonialism can
conversations about literature are
show us just how dangerous good
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never easy--often including ethical
and political dimensions that students
haven’t encountered in ‘regular’
English classes. I am kept awake
many nights by the problem that half
my class has only a vague sense of
the history of settler-colonialism and
that the other half already knows
this stuff viscerally and deals with
it every day. Handling the diverse
needs that result from this situation is
a significant pedagogical challenge.
Increasingly, I hope to step aside
and make space for those who have
greater understanding--through
personal experience--of what can
make a university classroom work for
Indigenous students. One thing that
we know for sure is that seeing an
Indigenous professor at the front of
the classroom makes a tremendous
difference. I look forward to finding
ways that I can work supportively,
often from the sidelines, so that these
necessary shifts can occur.
Whichever courses I teach, I do draw
on the rather rigorous literary critical
and writing skills that I gained at
Brentwood from teachers like Paul
Collis and Edna Widenmaier. Close
reading, I find, is a super useful
tool not only for understanding the
British literary canon, but also for
unpacking the world around us: the
street signs, the tweets, the Tim
Horton’s coffee cups. It’s fun, too,
to work with students to challenge
the essay conventions that most
of us were trained in: for instance, I
strongly encourage students to use
the word “I” in their essays--and not
only the discursive I (“I will argue...”)
but rather the personal I that locates
them vis-a-vis the topic they are
addressing. For most, this is still a
radical departure from what they are
being taught in high school. And it
completely changes the conversations

Prof. Martin with Edzazii, in Greenland. Photo by Richard Van Camp

that we have: we are all people, we all
have bodies, we all have experience.
What happens when we make this
visible, rather than hiding behind
the authoritative “father tongue”
(to quote the late Ursula Le Guin).
Heck, that voice can be really useful
sometimes, like when you need to
throw your weight around, but it can
also be a way of ensuring that nothing
changes...
What are some key takeaways from
your experiences?
Last year’s sesquicentennial was a
really rich time for discussions about
national history. As Canada attempted
to celebrate its 150 years since
Confederation, often whitewashing
its history in the process, Indigenous
activists and artists spoke up,
troubling this national remembering,
such as via the #resistance150
hashtag. Two University of Alberta
scholars, Crystal Fraser and Sara

Komarnisky, created a really awesome
list of 150 acts of reconciliation for
those who want to do something.
Step 1 is to figure out whose territory
you are living on, and there are lots of
other really useful suggestions: like, if
you want to engage with Indigenous
culture, how about you make sure that
Indigenous people are involved? Bring
in local experts (and pay them well
for their time); buy from Indigenous

When I was in Nunavut, I was met
with such incredible generosity.
I remember my very first day in
Pangnirtung: another student and I
were walking along the beach and
came across a family taking in their
fish nets. They chatted with us, and
at the end of the conversation, they
gave us an entire Arctic char. “It’s
for sharing,” they said. We were
flabbergasted--and thankfully, we

makers. One of the major critiques
of reconciliation is that it tends to be
symbolic rather than material. How can
those of us who hold a lot of capital in
Canadian society--and I’m guessing
this includes quite a few Brentwood
alumni--use our influence to direct
funds and resources to Indigenous
initiatives, like Kwi Awt Stelmexw, the
Sḵwx̱wú7mesh non-profit organization
dedicated to strengthening culture
and language? How cool is their fulltime adult immersion program in the
Squamish language?

didn’t try to decline. Who gives
complete strangers a fish that could
probably fetch $70-$100 down south?
My hope is that I--along with my family,
my people, and this country--can try
to emulate this spirit of generosity. We
have taken a huge amount, and a lot
has been shared with us. I owe a lot...
and giving back, in the most material
way possible? It actually does feel
good. It feels like relationship.
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ALUMNI Q&A

YASYF
MOHAMEDALI
PRIVETT ‘13

WHERE ARE YOU LOCATED IN
THE WORLD RIGHT NOW?
San Francisco, CA
WHAT ARE YOU CURRENTLY DOING
PROFESSIONALLY OR OTHERWISE?
Living the dream! I just started a venture-backed consumer
healthcare startup with one of my closest friends. As CTO at
Karuna Health, I’m building technology for our rapidly-growing
team of health guides to help overwhelmed patients navigate
the complex American health system.
WHAT ACHIEVEMENT(S) ARE YOU MOST PROUD OF?
Graduating from MIT with a master’s degree and publishing a
widely-read thesis in the process, visiting 35+ countries, hiking
2.5 mountains over 4 days in Peru, skydiving enough that I
feel comfortable jumping out of planes and learning to dress
better.
WHAT ARE YOU MOST PASSIONATE ABOUT?
Improving the patient experience! Healthcare today is far too
focused on “fixing the problem,” forgetting that the problem is
a part of a living, feeling human entity. I want to bring empathy
and love back to the healing process and scale it to every
patient on the planet.
DO YOU HAVE A FAVOURITE QUOTE OR MANTRA?
“Find what you love and let it kill you.”

WHAT’S NEXT FOR YOU?
Scaling up the team at Karuna. We’re looking to rapidly
increase the number of patients we’re working with, and the
speed at which we’re building the product.
WHO OR WHAT HAS HAD THE BIGGEST INFLUENCE ON
YOUR LIFE TO DATE?
My best friend and significant other, Alice. I wouldn’t be the
man I am today without her.
WHAT WAS THE LAST NEW THING YOU TRIED?
Michelin-star omakase at Jū-Ni in San Francisco. Words cannot
describe the experience.
FAVOURITE BRENTWOOD MEMORY:
Chilling with the Priv guys late at night all Grade 12 year,
wishing life would just slow down.
FAVOURITE BRENTWOOD TEACHER(S):
Too many! Neuf, for being the best houseparent ever.
Warndog, for keeping us young. Mrs. Reynolds, for constantly
forcing me to be better. Mr. Tate, for inspiring my love of rigor.
WHERE DO YOU HOPE TO BE 10 YEARS FROM NOW?
Married, managing a large team of engineers at Karuna
and changing the lives of patients every day with our work.
Hopefully I’ll have hit another 35 countries and have my
skydiving license by then!

“Find what you love
and let it kill you.”

Brentwood
Virginia Waddell '18
October 19th, was the fourth time
Brentwood has had the amazing
opportunity to host a TEDx event. On a
cold, rainy October day Brentwood staff
and students warmly gathered in the Killy
Theater to listen to speakers from around
the world share their stories around the
theme of “Drive”.
TEDx events are individually planned within
a community with the guidance from the
non-profit organization, TED. This requires
two TED talk videos to be shown during the
duration of Brentwood’s TEDx event, one of
which talked about our school’s’ motto, grit.
The other showed some really cool stuff on
neuroscience.

Susanne Biro
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MLA Michelle Stilwell

Paralympian and BC MLA Michelle Stilwell.
Thanks to the TEDx Organising Committee
and volunteers, the amazing Brentwood
Theatre Production team and many
volunteers, our school was able to host an
amazing event that allowed students and
staff to think beyond their daily thoughts.
A huge thank you also goes out to Mr
Ian McPherson, the main organizer for
this event. Hopefully Brentwood will be
honoured to have this experience again
next year.
Gemma O’Malley ‘19

Three Brentwood students, Gemma
O’Malley ‘19, Glory Chima ‘19 & Maya
Jenner ‘19 were among the six women
and three men who bravely strode onto
the stage to share their knowledge on
sharks, talk about how “we are so much
more”, and to share a personal story that
included a lesson on vulnerability. These
three students were chosen in the hope
that they would have the ability to spark
ideas leading Brentwood students to make
a positive impact on the world around us.
It’s working!
Other speakers included former Brentwood
student, parent and Board Chair, Mr Bruce
Carlson; ‘64 Old Brentonian and Hollywood
set designer Hamish Purdy ‘85; and

Rafe Kelley

Bruce Carlson ‘64

Glory Chima ‘18

Hamish Purdy ‘85

’Qátuwas Jessica Brown
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the fire
AUGUST 16, 1947

A PIVOTAL MOMENT REMEMBERED

Nicholas R. B. Prowse
2017-18 marks the 70th anniversary of the fire
that destroyed the original School (1947-48). As
we look back at that pivotal moment in the history
of the School we revisit it through the following
passage lifted from the wonderful short history of
Brentwood, Kindled From The Ashes by Nick Prowse.
This was the reality of the situation when the College was
consumed by fire on Saturday, August 16th, 1947.
Even this supreme tragedy, a cruel and monstrous blow to a school
already facing an uphill struggle in its battle to survive until better times,
was laced with ineptitude and absurdity. Three masters and their families
were the only ones living in the main school building at the time. One of
them had gone down to the kitchen to light the cooking stove, prepara-
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Victoria Daily Colonist August 18th, 1947

tory to organizing an evening meal.
The time was around 7:00 pm. The
oil-powered kitchen range needed to
be lit with a taper. Using a rolled up
piece of newspaper, he was eventually
successful in igniting the flame. About
an hour later another master, sick in
bed on an upper floor, appeared and
announced to the assembled group
that he smelled smoke. A subsequent
inspection of the attic revealed that the
rafters under the roof were smouldering. Apparently, some of the burning
embers from the newspaper had
ascended the chimney and subsequently dropped on to the tinder-dry,
moss-covered gutter and roof. Quick
action could still have saved the
building, but the masters soon found
that the firefighting equipment installed
in the original hotel before World War
One was not working. Although in the
intervening years it had often been
hauled out during school fire practices,
it had not, in fact, been tried and tested
for many years. Now it was too late.
As the fire spread through the joists in
the attic, a plea for help to the personnel of the B.C. Electric’s Saanich
Peninsula auxiliary power plant, which
was adjacent to the school property,

proved to be in vain as they too could
not initially get their engine for the
pumps and hoses to work. By the time
the volunteer fire department arrived
from Saanich and hooked up to the
hydrant outside the main building, the
fire had gained a considerable hold.
Even so the building might still have
been saved but, sadly, the firemen’s
hoses also were inadequate and could
not sustain enough pressure to reach
the burning roof and attic. The flames
quickly spread through the whole
building, with most of the school’s
material possessions (and those of
the masters, their families and many
boys). The afternoon newspaper, the
Victoria Daily Times, for August 18th,
1947, under the heading, Brentwood
College Destroyed in Spectacular
Blaze, gave a detailed report (see
insert above).
Now with most of the College’s
facilities lost, the governors and the
staff had to address the issue of the
school’s future. Even though the property was insured, the ability to operate
it as a school had been lost and the
ongoing debt loomed larger than
ever. The desire not to go through

the obvious difficulties of rebuilding,
but to get out from this crippling load
instead, proved to be too much for
those Victoria businessmen who
carried the finances of Brentwood on
their shoulders. In spite of the pleas
of the teaching staff and many of the
parents, the decision was made by the
Board of Governors not to rebuild but
to close down the school and sell off
the property (except the chapel that
reverted to the Anglican Church) in
order to eliminate the debt once and
for all. It had been a wonderful experiment of which all concerned could be
justifiably proud, but now the time had
come for closure.

FIRST-HAND
RECOLLECTION FROM
AN OLD BRENTONIAN
Following Brentwood’s tragic fire, the
School was briefly in temporary quarters
in a building at Shawnigan Lake School,
and at another building at Pat Bay Airport.
I moved that summer into a cottage near
a house where Brentwood Masters and
their families were then living; the “White
House,” near the Pat Bay Airport. After
studying all summer with the help of
Masters Cyril Genge, Archie Stephenson,
and Percival (“Paul”) Wilkinson whose
wife Kathleen (often called “Aunt John”)
was the kind and devoted matron
of the School, I wrote Matriculation
Supplemental exams in the autumn and
graduated shortly thereafter.
Brian Travers-Smith, Class of 1948
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Brentwood
Where In The World
Photo Contest!
We know our alumni, families and students
live and travel all over the world. So show us
your Brentwood pride by sending in a photo
like this one and you'll be entered into our
contest where we will draw one lucky
winner who will win $150 worth of
Brentwood gear from the School store!
And sure, we will ship it to you!
Holly B. '21 sports
Brentwood Regatta
gear at Lake Bunyonyi,
Uganda

Enter the draw by emailing your
photo with where you are to:
contest@brentwood.ca
deadline to enter: January 31st, 2019

Much as I love facts and
stats, I was intrigued by
the idea of learning how
to write fiction. Here was
a perfect opportunity,
and at the same time, the
results would be useful for
Elspeth and her students.
There was also the benefit
of finding out more about
the English language,
because, although I can
parse a sentence in my
sleep, I didn’t know much
about the inner workings
of the language: why
words are spelled as they
are, where they come
from, and so on. Elspeth
knows this stuff, because
it’s the core of how she
teaches her students. By
writing stories with her, I
get to learn some of it too.

ALUMNI Q&A

ROWENA RAE &
ELSPETH CARTER (RAE)
MACKENZIE ‘89 & ‘91

WHERE ARE YOU EACH LOCATED IN THE
WORLD RIGHT NOW?
Rowena: Victoria, BC
Elspeth: Vancouver, BC
WHAT DO YOU EACH DO PROFESSIONALLY?
Rowena: I’m an editor, writer and writing coach
with West Coast Editorial Associates, and I teach
online courses for Simon Fraser University. I
also write science books for children, and most
recently, I started a new adventure along with
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my sister: writing and publishing children’s
fiction stories under the label Two Read Books.
Elspeth: I’m a teacher with a specialty in
working with children who have dyslexia. I
work mainly with elementary school students
who need structured support in learning to
read, write and spell. Until recently I was the
owner–operator of a private learning centre
for kids with dyslexia, and now I teach kids in
their schools. A few years ago, I started working
with Rowena on the Meg and Greg series of

books for children who are learning to read,
and specifically those who have the additional
challenge of learning to read with dyslexia.
WHAT ACHIEVEMENT(S) ARE YOU MOST
PROUD OF?
Rowena: Creating our own publishing company.
When we set out to write a few stories with a
high interest level and low reading level for
Elspeth’s students, I had no idea we could or
would take this “amusement” so far and turn it
into a genuine part of every work day.

Elspeth: I’m most proud of starting and
running 44 Sounds, a private learning centre
in Vancouver. As part of that journey, I started
creating my own materials, like most teachers
do. The most significant one was when I
started the Meg and Greg book series with
Rowena. Now I can have an impact not only on
the children I teach, but on any child learning
to read.
WHY DID YOU WANT TO WORK TOGETHER?
Rowena: I write and edit nonfiction every day.

Elspeth: Learning how
to become an author and
publish a book has been
a serious learning curve;
Rowena was the best
person to embark with on
this adventure. She judges
me on the merit of my
ideas and not the speed
that I read or the less-thanconsistent way that I spell.
If I have a vision, Rowena
has the skill and discipline
to help bring it to life. We
both bring different things
to this adventure. We have
some skills in common and
others are complementary.
Together we make the
perfect package.
WHAT’S NEXT FOR YOU AS BUSINESS
PARTNERS?
Writing more books and reaching more
kids and families with them. We’re currently
writing Meg and Greg Book 2. We’re also
celebrating the recent announcement that
Meg and Greg Book 1 won a gold medal in
the Reading Skills / Literacy category of the
2018 Moonbeam Children’s Book Awards.
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WHO OR WHAT HAS HAD THE BIGGEST
INFLUENCE ON YOUR LIFE TO DATE?
Rowena: Living and studying in Quebec,
where I became fluent in French and realized
how much I love languages in general, and
specifically how I enjoy helping people
express themselves in written English. Also
my children, who led me back into the world of
children’s literature and books.
Elspeth: For years when I was a school girl
who couldn’t spell or read at the rate of her
classmates, English was my enemy. Now I’ve
learned so much about the language that it’s
become my passion and my profession. My
knowledge of the intricacies and history of
our spelling system has allowed me to help
children unravel the code and enter the world
of literacy. So, I guess the English language
has been my biggest influence.
WHERE DO YOU HOPE TO BE
10 YEARS FROM NOW?
Working in our separate professions and
continuing to collaborate with each other. We
hope that Two Read Books and the Meg and
Greg series will be helping kids everywhere
who are learning to read and spell in English.
We also have ideas for reading and spelling
games and for a prequel set of stories for
preschool-aged kids.

Rowena and Elspeth’s Book,
Meg and Greg

calendar of events 2018-2019

Grade 8 Musical | T. Gil Bunch Theatre
Concert for a Winter’s Eve
School Musical

|

Charity Work Day
Senior Play

|

|

Saturday, November 23, 2018

T. Gil Bunch Theatre

T. Gil Bunch Theatre

|

|

|

|

Friday, December 7, 2018

February 27 - March 2, 2019

Saturday, March 30, 2019

T. Gil Bunch Theatre

|

April 9-12, 2019

49th Annual Brentwood International Rowing Regatta
Alumni Reception at Brentwood Regatta
Evening of Dance

|

T. Gil Bunch Theatre

Concert for a Summer’s Eve

February 27 – March 2, 2019
T. Gil Bunch Centre
for the Performing Arts | 7.30 pm
BOOK ONLINE

theatre.brentwood.bc.ca

Closing Ceremonies

|

|

|

Brentwood Campus

|

Brentwood Campus

|

Friday, May 10, 2019

T. Gil Bunch Theatre

Brentwood Campus

Alumni Reunion Weekend

|

|

|

|

|

April 26-28, 2019

Saturday, April 27, 2019

Friday, June 7, 2019

Friday, June 21, 2019

Brentwood Campus

|

June 28 - June 30, 2019

Return undeliverable Canadian
addresses to 2735 Mt. Baker Road,
Mill Bay, BC V0R 2P1

1969— Richard Nash and the Flying Club

