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message from the EDITOR
This edition of the Brentonian continues our tradition of celebrating
our alumni and their lives as well as giving us the opportunity to inform
our community about the School and how it is articulating. The Annual
Review highlights the past year at the School with sections devoted to
each part of our tripartite programming and a snapshot of the
Graduating Class of 2017. The School had some great
accomplishments this past year so I encourage you to peruse not only
the Annual Review but also to visit our school news section on the
website.
Our section on Celebrating Philanthropy showcases the success of
last year’s Annual Giving campaign in breaking our goal of $650,000.
It features some compelling stories about why parents, alumni and
staff from all generations support this annual fundraiser. Mr. Allpress
also reveals the formal name of the new athletic centre, photos, and
videos of which can be found on our website under the Athletics tab.
Every gift counts and the School thanks you for your continued
support.
Each year as we put the magazine together I have the
The 2016-2017 Marketing Team:
opportunity to hear and read our alumni stories. Each year I leave
Mike Minckler, Rebecca Kerswell, Marny Beaton, Ian McPherson
the editing process impressed and somewhat humbled by the
great experiences upon which our alumni embark. Once again
this year, our features are for the most part penned by alumni
sharing their passions and delve into engineering, writing and of course rowing. We also have some very diverse Alumni Profiles as
well as two interviews of sorts with notable alumni Ro Hindson ‘69 and Dr. Wade Davis ‘71. It was definitely a highlight of my year to
be able to have a wide-ranging, two-hour conversation with Wade as he delved into everything from his experiences at Brentwood
to his love of Colombia. Ironically, the most arduous part of this year’s editing was trying to parse this conversation into a mere eight
pages for The Brentonian!
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Finally, I would be remiss if I didn’t acknowledge the departure of some of my favourite co-workers. Unfortunately for us, former
Brentonian editor, Lara McDonald has moved to take a role with the Victoria Conservatory of Music. I would like to take this
opportunity to thank her for her tireless efforts in consistently bringing you quality content designed to keep you in touch with each
other and the School. This loss has been compounded by the retirement of Marny Beaton, our graphic designer, whose keen eye
for design has elevated the Brentonian over the last four years. Reesa Hinks has contributed all things alumni for this year’s edition
which is, in fact, her last as she has also moved on to new work in Victoria. I thank them all for their devotion and their support in
putting the magazine together; true professionals.

Ian McPherson
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS AND MARKETING

EDITING & PRODUCTION: Ian McPherson
DESIGN & LAYOUT: Kelly Gagné
PRINTED IN CANADA

CONTENT: Reesa Hinks, Chris Spicer, Tracy Arden and all the other contributing authors
PHOTOGRAPHY: P
 aul Fletcher, Jim Ganley, Mike Minckler, students, staff, faculty and parents who have submitted photos –
Thank you!
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for the life I get to live. At times, perhaps too
often, I forget this. When I have a tough day.
When things aren’t going my way. When I
find myself in a tricky situation.

YEAR IN REVIEW

This is a constant battle that I intend to fight
each and every day so I may remember how
fortunate I am.

Bud Patel

Brentwood continues
to be a community that is
notable for its inclusion
and its ability to support
and elevate its citizens and
the broader community.
The following is an excerpt from the
Head of School’s closing day remarks.

buttons should we push? Not treating
them with a one-size-fit-all approach
but seeing them as unique and distinct
learners. This drive towards personalization has led to more programmatic
choices and support. This movement to
a buffet-style learning experience may
seem excellent, however, to Brentwoodize the experience it must be nested in a
foundation of collaboration, connection
and community.

The 2016-17 school year finished some
94 years since our inception in Brentwood Bay. The following text offers a
snapshot into a remarkable school year
that culminates with today’s Closing
Ceremonies and Prize Day. The combination of engaged students, committed
staff, trusting families, and proud Old
Brentonians continue to drive our school
forward, always grounded by a fierce
humility. Thank you for your belief
in Brentwood.

To make this communal magic happen,
we give up some of our individuality:
all of these encumbrances are carefully
crafted to facilitate shared community-centred activities and deepen relationships across our campus and across
all spectrums – from Head of School
to Grade 8 – from Sarah Hall to John
Queen – we are all members of this
family. Our challenge today and going
forward is to navigate the line between:
the individual and the community, my
interests and our interests, me and we.

I would like to share three observations
that I had this year and that will stay
with me for some time.

Humility

Personalization inside
a community of shared values
Over the past 40 years, a major trend in
education has been to personalize the
learning experience for each student.
Over that time, teachers have tried to
better understand the students in front
of them. What makes them tick? What
6 : THE BRENTONIAN : 2017

A key strand of our DNA is a fierce
sense of humility. Yes, of course, we’re
proud of many aspects of our school but
what’s more important is how we talk
and act in good and bad times, when
we’re up and down, and when we win
and when we lose.
This is becoming an even greater challenge as Michael Patrick Lync, a professor of philosophy at the University of
Connecticut outlines in a recent article

entitled – Teaching Humility in the Age
of Arrogance. Let’s face it, the loudest
voice in the room usually takes up the
most oxygen and our world is getting
louder. As a result, the quiet, thoughtful
voice of reason is drowned out in our
rush to reach the volume meter. Perhaps
most poignantly, Lync points out the
importance of “intellectual humility”. Recognizing our own fallibility, realizing that I
don’t really know as much as I think, and
owning your limitations and biases.
We can all picture a person that is THE
know it all. The person that has read,
heard, or knows more than you. Who is
always taller, smarter, stronger, busier,
fitter, and better than you. In his book
Not Everyone Will Understand Your
Journey, Zero Dean sums it best by saying “Comparison is the thief of joy.”
We have received some critique, often
by our biggest supporters, that we
should market ourselves much more
aggressively. We should climb to the top
of Mount Baker and tell everyone how
great we are. That Brentwood is the best
kept secret on the West Coast. Again,
while we are most proud of our school –
our past, present and future – we must
tell our story with a fierce humility so that
“the thief of joy” doesn’t rob us of our
core principles.

Today, I can say that I am most grateful for
our parents and families that have entrusted
us with their children. Think about that –
we are sharing responsibility for developing the next generation of thinkers – that’s
pretty cool and pretty awesome.
I am grateful for our staff. Their unending
reservoir of passion, patience, and poise
constantly lifts our students to new heights.
They have a seven-day schedule, teach on
Saturdays, and are always there for
our students.
I am grateful for our students. There are 540
unique stories that are written everyday on
our campus. Draft after draft are penned
with constant feedback from our staff. “This
part looks good, work on this bit, and start
over here”. The final product is sitting in front
of me. I trust they will take with them fond
memories, a quiet confidence, and a
wee bit more gratitude.
I am one of the luckiest people on this
planet. I get to visit classes. Chat with staff.
Get my shirts ironed. Work with an amazing
admin team. Witness incredible concerts
and spectacular galleries. Travel to see our
athletes compete. See our managers elevate the experience of those around them.
Have cookie break with our students. Learn
from a world-class Board of Governors. Walk
our incredible campus. Eat amazing food.
AND be part of this fantastic community.
Brentwood, thank you for allowing me to be
a passenger on your journey and I can’t wait
to do it again next year. Thank you!

Gratitude
One of my very publicly stated goals
at the beginning of this year was to be
more grateful. For those around me and

BUD PATEL
Head of School
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grade 8 PROGRAM
Wendy Patel

Three years strong, the Grade 8 Program
continues to leave a positive impact across
the Brentwood campus.

Our journey began on the high seas with a four-day SALTS trip aboard the
Pacific Grace. The Grade 8s were given full run of the ship, and learned
all about navigation, hoisting sails, swabbing decks, launching dinghies,
and keeping evening watch. Though intense, this experience forged
friendships and started the school year on a high note. The fall term had the
8s exploring the depths of the Horne Lake Caves, immersing themselves in
various cultures during our Night of the Notables event, and strutting their
stuff on stage during their performance of Willy Wonka. The colder winter
months had us indoors with preparations for our Destination Imagination
competition and making new friends with our reading buddies at Alexander
Elementary School. Students got into the holiday spirit by decorating
gingerbread cookies with their young buddies, and “paying it forward” to
their loved ones and local communities. Despite some spring showers, we
could not wait to get outdoors again. We spent third term
as boat holders for the Brentwood Regatta, climbing
the canopies at WildPlay, and camping and
biking at Skutz Falls. We also acquired
important life skills in the areas of sewing,
car maintenance, cooking, and survival,
and embodied significant figures from
the Renaissance period to educate
guests attending our Renaissance
Ball. Alongside all of the fun we
had, we also managed to get down
to business. Important skills were
learned and practiced, including
time management, organization,
self-advocacy, assessment preparation, and mindfulness training.
In true tripartite fashion, many Grade
8s also embraced the sports and fine
arts programs available on campus.
Many thanks to the teachers and staff who
supported this energetic group. The biggest
thanks, however, goes to the students themselves
who made this year-long journey a memorable one.

www.brentwood.ca : 7

campus LIFE

Marius Felix
Our students are
dedicated to making
a difference locally
and further afield.
These examples
confirm this dedication
and showcase their
committment and
integrity as global
citizens.
Our students and staff volunteered
again this year for our annual Charity Work Day event raising over
$17,000 and working thousands
of hours. These funds are allocated to several local groups, who
are dedicated to improving the
lives of those less fortunate. We
also support groups who venture
outside of Canada. This year, the
school supported the construction
of a house by our students on the
service trip to Nicaragua.
The Brentwood Environmental
Action Team (BEAT) had a busy
year in terms of taking action in
our community. Over the course of
the year they worked on various
projects. A few dedicated students participated in a local creek

Eco Challenge 2016
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cleanup and educational hikes
which took them to an old growth
forest and the Kinsol Trestle. They
continued to implement our yearly
campaigns on cell phone recycling and our energy reduction
event, in which Mackenzie House
decreased their consumption by

over 33%. Not only was the BEAT
working in our school community
but took action in our local community. The BEAT’s annual entry to
the BC Green Games was entitled
“Home Tweet Home”. This project
was initiated from our long standing relationship with the Somenos
Marsh Wildlife Society (SMWS).
Our community has worked with
the SMWS to provide yearly
maintenance of the wetlands site
in Duncan on World Wetlands Day
in February. As a community, the
BEAT wanted to increase awareness about the importance of wetlands, maintaining and preserving
bird habitat as well as educate our
community about the importance
of birds. This was accomplished
with bulletin board displays, assembly presentations, and a bird
photo contest. Dedicated students
also built and installed 20 nest
boxes for the Somenos Marsh. This
initiative allowed us to apply for
the Stewards of the Future grant.
They awarded the School $500 to
be used for bird education.
The BEAT hopes that with our
leadership, education and actions
this year, we have increased
awareness about not only the
importance of preserving local
bird habitat but also how community engagement is a necessary
component of being stewards of
the environment. All of these important actions will help to sustain
our green areas and empower
students to see the importance
of stewardship in their local and
www.brentwood.ca : 9

bonfires with s’mores and singing, Open
Mic events, movie nights, BBQ’s, and ice
cream socials. Another highlight of the
year were the 19 special International
Dinners organized and hosted by the
students. Brentwood was treated to
foods and dishes representing Canada,
Saudi Arabia, Nigeria, India, Mexico, Philippines, USA, Thailand, Australia, Japan,
Britain, China, Ukraine, Korea, Germany,
Singapore, France, Latin America, and
Italy. The SAC also continued their
support of the International Service Trips
with over $4,000 being raised to assist
with building houses in Nicaragua.
It was a memorable year of activities at
Brentwood! At the beginning of the year,

the Grad Council and Class of 2017 set
a goal to establish an endowed bursary fund in their names, which would
provide financial assistance to a student
each year in perpetuity. Many parents
have provided support to this fund
through their Annual Giving donations
and we are grateful to all of them for
supporting this initiative. The Grad Class,
led by Grad Class President, Olivia
Bass and her council, raised funds for
the 2017 Class Fund all year. Snowball,
Candy Grams, and the Grad Auction
were just a few of the fundraising events.
Other events were organized solely for
the enjoyment of the student body: corn
maze, airband, haunted house, and Grad

Week; as well, in the spirit of Kindness
Week, they ensured that every student
had a candy gram on their desk when
they returned from mid-term break. The
Grad Council also joined forces with the
SAC and held our first ever Spring Formal for the senior students. The event
was a huge success. The final event for
this group was the organization of the
Senior Class Dinner & Dance. The Grad
Council prides itself on creating lasting
memories for the students and staff at
the school. Not only did they do this, but
they managed to raise $10,000 for the
class fund. Well done Class of 2017!

2018 BRENTWOOD HOMECOMING!
Nicaragua Service Trip

global communities.
The Student Activities Committee (SAC)
continued to generate interest and
energy throughout the campus with
activities and events that are always
popular, as well as a number that were
new to the school this year.
The SAC is responsible for events that
take place throughout the year which
include the organizing of campus
socials, the hosting of international
dinners, and fundraising in support of
the international service trips. Some of
the historical campus social events, such
as the End of Summer Bash and Dance,
the Children’s Christmas Party, Java Hut,
and Beach Day swim, slip ‘n slide, and
10 : THE BRENTONIAN : 2017

BBQ continued to be popular. Returning
this year with an expanded itinerary was
Fright Week which included costume
day, pumpkin carving, spooky meals, a
scary Haunted House, and a monstrous
open house Halloween party. The Spirit
Week in January helped get students
through the wet winter days with activities happening for ten straight days. The
students were able to show their spirit
at the Showcase Hockey and Basketball
games, Red and Black day, Jersey day,
enjoy a Tailgate Party, eat BBQ for 2
days in the middle of winter, and compete in Reach for the Top.
New this year were Karaoke in the Kaf,
Inter-house window decorating, a stu-

dent-designed menu week, and Brent
– rock. Another new event this year was
the implementation of Kindness Week, in
conjunction with the SPARC, BEAT, and
Grad councils. This week encouraged
students to be kind to themselves, each
other, staff, and the environment. Events
held included Candy Grams, Have a
Heart Day, a Staff Appreciation Lunch,
Pride Day, 40km dinner, and ended in
over 500 staff and students wearing
pink on Pink Shirt Day in support of
Anti-Bullying. Also, for the first time
ever, the SAC hosted a fun and elegant
Senior Spring Formal for the Grades 11
and 12 classes. In between the large,
week long events, the SAC also hosted

we look forward to seeing you
Saturday, April 28th Brentwood College School
— E S T. 19 2 3 —

www.brentwood.bc.ca/alumni

HOMECOMING 2017
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athletics UPDATE

Blake Gage
Brentwood continues
to offer unparalleled
opportunities in our
athletic program.
Recreational and lifestyle-oriented classes allowed non-competitive athletes to
discover a passion for physical fitness.
Our Outdoor Pursuits members were
fortunate to be part of a program that
takes students to pristine places of
which the rest of us can only dream.
Our cross-country runners ran all over
Vancouver Island and some of our top
runners even started to compete in
Island and Provincial tournament events.
Meanwhile, for a AA school, we continue to offer a large cross section of
competitive teams. While most schools
our size choose to aim for excellence in
one or two sports, we have been able to
achieve strong results at the provincial
and national level across many sports.

Some highlights include:
Senior Boys Basketball winning Gold at
Islands and first ever Gold at Senior
Boys AA Provincial Championship
Senior Girls Field Hockey and Senior
Girls Volleyball again qualifying for the
Provincial Championships
Junior Girls Volleyball winning their
Mid-Island League and competing
at Islands
Senior Girls Soccer earning Silver at
North Islands and 4th on the Island
Senior Boys Soccer winning Silver
at Islands and qualifying for provincials
for the first time in 10 years
The hockey team coming 4th in the Ross
Cup and bidding farewell to Mr. Flynn
Junior Boys Basketball winning the
Mid Island league and coming 5th
on the Island

Junior Girls Tennis capturing
Provincial Silver
Senior Tennis (boys and girls)
earning 4th at Provincials
Junior Boys Rugby winning Silver at
Islands and qualifying for Provincials
Junior Boys 7s Rugby winning
Provincial Bronze
The 1st XV Boys Rugby team winning
Silver at Islands and Provincial Silver
The Senior Girls Rugby team finished
8th in the province
Rowing at the CSSRA
National Championships:
1 Gold medal: Senior Girls 4+
1 Silver medal: Senior Boys 4+
2 Bronze medals: Senior Boys 8+,
Senior Boys 4X
The Rowing Team finished 3rd overall in
Canada.

Madison Heisterman finished 8th at the
Provincial Cross-Country Championships

Senior Boys Basketball
www.brentwood.bc.ca : 13

academic UPDATE

David McCarthy
The academic program
has seen many initiatives this
year to elevate and develop
creative and critical thinking,
communication and
global-mindedness.
We introduced BC First Nations Studies
12, AP Seminar and AP Computer
Science Principles for senior students.
In Grade 9, more personalization came
through the Saturday projects: miniunits of experiential learning such as
designing and testing go-karts, working
with electronics to invent a device, role
playing an improvised historical journey,
and taking trips to learn more about the
environment.
The transformation of the sculpture
studio over the summer into a more
versatile and technology-infused space
was a boon for project-based learning.
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Putting 3D printers and Arduino boards
alongside conventional hand and machine tools produced some interesting
and creative results. The importance of
redesigning existing spaces also came
through in the transformation of our
library into a Learning Commons. The
Learning Resource Centre was integrated into this space and also doubled as
a classroom where staff could teach
research skills as well as group study
during evening prep.
Time also received attention with the
striking of a timetable committee to look
at the morning academic schedule. A
five-week trial in the middle of the year
included longer teaching blocks and
more collaborative and tutorial time. The
students and teachers, hesitant at first,
came back with resounding feedback
on how much they enjoyed the new
structure. Longer blocks enabled teachers to design more variety into their
classes and seize more opportunities

for extended lab work, projects, and
outreach trips. A modified version of this
trial timetable is in effect for the 2017-18
school year.
Community outreach featured in several
departments including English where
students volunteered to tutor English to
Syrian refugee children, went to elementary schools to design children’s books,
and visited seniors centres to interview those at the other end of the age
spectrum. AP human geographers also
visited with Syrian refugees and other
immigrants in the valley to interview
them in connection with their unit on
migration. We also had the good fortune
to have community “in-reach” in the form
of great guest speakers such as local
Green Party MLA Sonia Furstenau and
middle school classes who were taught
about the biology of cetaceans by senior
students through the “Build a Whale”
interactive exhibit.
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Seven students were selected to represent the School in the provincial French
Concours D’art Oratoire this year, a great
venue for French immersion students.
Social Studies 11 students held mock
Parliaments and had a “Student Vote” on
campus in the BC election.
Law 12 students conducted mock trials
based on real cases and BC First Nations 12 students created aboriginal art,
food, and other artifacts.
An AP Seminar led students through
methods of study and prepared them
for more advanced work in the AP Research course to follow. New methods of
assessing student knowledge and skills
included a display of projects on human
rights which allowed the students both
choice of topic and method of delivery
to their audience.
In Business, the year kicked off with Project Innovation which was Brentwood’s

Making the most of our oceanside location is a key piece in our academic plan
and we made use of a “Seaquarium” in
the final term to observe our ocean ecosystem, conduct experiments, and carry
out projects with some of the plants
and animals found on our doorstep.
The integrated biology and civics class
did even more including a scuba diving
expedition on a nearby beach.
In mathematics, all Grade 9s created an
16 : THE BRENTONIAN : 2017

interactive story and coded one of our
two humanoid robots to tell it. They also
played “the game of life” and lived a virtual Grade 10 year where they managed
their (and their parents’) finances.
Some classes did a collaboration with
arts students, involving exploring math
and art, producing a display for the Ross
building.
Top performers in mathematics competitions included Yiwen Cai who won

version of the Dragon’s Den. The team
of Haley Mitchell, Finn Bailey, Will Hardy
and Elysa DeLuca were chosen as the
most innovative of the nine groups presenting to the Dragons. In Financial Accounting 12 the Stock Market Challenge
was once again a huge success as the
students tried to outperform each other,
with Lorenzo Poggianella emerging
as the overall winner with the highest
rate of return on his investments. STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics) continues to be a strong
focus for several courses.
In Physics 11, students conducted measurements of vehicle speed on campus,
calculated potential impact energies,
and designed informational videos to
inform the adults of how fast they were
going and what could be done to make
the campus safer for pedestrians.

involved rocket design and launch,
starting from calculations and ending in
heights in excess of 305 m and speeds
over 160 kph. Quite a blast (off) on
Campbell Common.
The academic stories on the School
website document some of these events
and more but will not capture the grit
of a three-hour AP exam or the joy of
the 5-minute Hamlet performances.
Students will long remember the Jane
Austen Tea Party and their “Write for
Rights” campaign day. Creativity and joy
were tangible in Mr. Collis’ “Springsteen
Night”, Holly Collis Handford’s Double
Life original musical theatre piece, and
Sarah Ford’s night of standup comedy in
the Briggs Lecture Theatre. It has been
a busy and most memorable year in the
classroom and beyond.

The final project in AP Chemistry

the Brentwood Math Problem Solving
Challenge and Waterloo Mathematics
Contest winners Michael Bhang (9), Luke
Androski (10), and Evan Hoy (11).
In Languages, the new approach of
Teaching Proficiency through Reading
and Storytelling (TPRS) has continued
to increase student performance in oral
communication and has been further
extended into students developing their
own stories to improve writing skills.
www.brentwood.ca : 17

arts UPDATE

Edna Widenmaier

Mary Poppins Musical ‘17

We continue to encourage
all of our students to explore
their creativity and educate
their imagination through
their arts selections.

self-expression, self-awareness,
empathy, and emotional intelligence.

Our diversity, depth and unique
delivery of our programs enable
and empower students to explore

The first term seasonal celebrations such
as our Thanksgiving dinners and Concert
for a Winter’s Eve provide performance
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Here are some of the highlights of a
wonderfully robust and passionate year
in the studios, on our performing arts
stages, and the many competitions,
both regional and provincial.

experiences for our instrument ensembles and singers, as they honed their
musicianship and artistry in preparation
for the spring term’s regional competitions, such as the Cantata Festival in
Whistler. All four of our ensembles, Jazz,
Wind, Strings and Vocal achieved excellent or superior rankings, earning them all
berths at the Canadian National MusicFest Competition in Toronto in May 2018.

After their successful competition, the
Guitar Ensemble was invited to perform at
the Gala Concert for the Greater Victoria
Performing Arts Festival.
An exciting and stimulating new educational experience was introduced on campus in May; the West Coast Concert Choir
Festival. Our success as the host school
assures a second year in May 2018.

The final showcase of the year, Concert
for a Summer’s Eve, was a bittersweet
production as Grade 12s in ensemble
and solos took to the stage for their final
performances.
In Visual Arts, the first student show
themed on “Fusion” was the dessert after
the American Thanksgiving dinner. This
was the opportunity for students to see
all new works of art on display throughout

the Centre for Art and Humanities.
The buzz of Regatta 2017 was complemented by performances from student
bands and the “Revolution” art display,
which included a fashion show on a runway in the Centre for Art and Humanities.
The annual photography show with
its theme of “Clarity” drew buyers to a
local restaurant. Grade 11 and 12 student
photographers were on hand at this
www.brentwood.ca : 19

commercial experience, learning firsthand how to “sell” their art.
A new studio in the Centre for Arts and
Humanities, officially the Makerspace,
but unofficially “Brentwood’s garage”
brings experiential learning opportunities during the day and evening.
This year was very full and exciting for
members of our Debate/MUN program.
For the first time, Brentwood attended
the International Independent Schools
Public Speaking Competition and the
final tournament of the 2016 World
Scholar’s Cup at Yale University. Our
debaters were successful at all levels of
competition and advanced to the Senior
National Debate Championships for the
fourth consecutive year.
20 : THE BRENTONIAN : 2017

Our dedicated dancers were on their
toes in various competitions including
the Greater Victoria Performing Arts
Festival and Nanaimo’s “Core”. These
festivals were a wonderful lead up to
their May showcase in the Killy Theatre:
“Light, Camera, Dance”.
The Musical Theatre company reached
for the stars in the inspiring production
of Mary Poppins. The show, featuring a
large dancing corp and ensemble supporting the many principal characters
that included a flying nanny and chimney
sweep, delighted audiences in a week
of performances in March.

Be In A Play”.
The Senior Play “Picasso at the Lapin
Agile”, a long running Off-Broadway
absurdist comedy placing Einstein and
Picasso in a Parisian cafe in 1904, showcased on the Killy Stage in April. Audiences enjoyed the musing of these two
geniuses and the final surprise patron.
The talent and passion of our performance students were reflected in the
results of the provincial Dogwood Scholarships. Of the 15 Brentwood students
who each received the $1,250 bursary
for post-secondary education, 11 competed in performing arts categories.

In the Drama department, actors participated in the Vancouver One-Act Play
Festival with “Fifty Reasons Not To
www.brentwood.ca
: 21
The crews of the 2016
CSSRA Championships

Rick Rodrigues
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• The graduating class received offers at an acceptance rate of 74%.
• 58% of the graduating class received a scholarship
offer from at least one of the universities to which
they applied.
• The graduating class accumulated scholarship
award offers, both merit-based and athletic, in excess of $2.6 M.
The top five destinations of the Class of 2017:
• University of British Columbia = 18
• Queen’s University = 16
• McGill University = 16
• University of Victoria = 12
• University of Toronto = 8

PERCENTAGE O
FS

• 80% of the graduating class received an offer of
admission from their first-choice university.
• 560 offers of admission were received from 135
schools around the world.
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O F U N I V E RIS T

The Graduating Class of 2017 will be
attending 55 different schools in eight
different countries, six Canadian
provinces, and 13 US states.

HO

university COUNSELLING

ER OF C H O OL
S

SC

OF GRADS RECEIVED
SCHOLARSHIP OFFERS
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INTRODUCING THE

class 2017
OF

Caraline Adensamer – Vancouver, BC,
University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC –
Sauder School of Business: Commerce

Charlotte Bebb – Vancouver, BC, University of
San Diego, CA – Liberal Arts & Sciences

Taylor Collombin – Victoria, BC, Acadia
University, NS – Arts: Political Science

Imisioluwa Adeoye – Mississauga, ON, McGill
University, QC – Arts

Alexander Bejanski – San Francisco, CA,
University of Arizona, AZ – School of Government
& Public Policy: Political Science

Caitlin Cormie – Hong Kong, Queen’s University,
ON – Engineering

Kirsty Algar – Cochrane, AB, University of
Alberta, AB – Nursing

Flavie Belanger-Jones – Vancouver, BC,
Dalhousie University, NS – Engineering

Cara Alscher – Nanaimo, BC, University of British
Columbia, Okanagan, BC – Arts

Gregorio Bertozzini – Pesaro, Italy, Vrije
Universiteit of Amsterdam, Netherlands –
Computer Science

Derek Anderson – Cobble Hill, BC, University of
British Columbia, Vancouver, BC – Science
Kyara Andrews – Saudi Arabia, Queen’s
University, ON – Concurrent Education & Arts
Kiera Androski – Dhahran, Saudi Arabia, Gap
year, then University of Alberta, AB – Fine Arts
Chelsea Anthony – Lagos, Nigeria, University of
Toronto, St. George’s, ON – Science: Biochemistry
Gifty Anthony – Lagos, Nigeria, University
of Toronto,St. George’s,ON – Social Sciences:
Criminology
Xander Assaly – Edmonton, AB, University of
Alberta, AB – Arts
Chidinma Ayadiuno – Dhahran, Saudi Arabia,
University of Calgary, AB – Biomedical Science
Oluwaseun Ayodele – Abuja, Nigeria, Dalhousie
University, NS – Arts & Social Sciences

Eva Borsdorf – Ludwigsburg, Germany, Erasmus
University, Rotterdam School of Management,
Netherlands – International Business
Administration
Catherine Broere – Mill Bay, BC, University of
British Columbia, Okanagan, BC – Sciences
Sarah Brown – Nanaimo, BC, University of British
Columbia, Okanagan, BC – Arts: Psychology
Katherine Buckley – Redmond, WA, Hamilton
College, NY – Liberal Arts & Science: Public
Policy & Economics
James Callahan – Kelowna, BC, University of
Victoria, BC – Social Sciences
Griffin Callahan-Auger – Denman Island, BC,
McGill University, QC – Arts: Political Science

Gina Barale – Nanaimo, BC, University of
Victoria, BC – Science: Biochemistry

Antonio Caraza – San José del Cabo, Mexico,
University of California, Davis, CA – Aerospace
Engineering

Jack Barnes – Vancouver, BC, St. Francis Xavier
University, NS – Computer Sciences

Tyra Cassie – Canmore, AB, University of
Calgary, AB – Science: Biological Anthropology

Delaney Barth – Canmore, AB, Gap year, then
McGill University, QC – Life Sciences

Deborah Chima – Calgary, AB, University of
Toronto, St. George’s, ON – Rotman School of
Management: Commerce

Oleksandra Baryshevska – Kharkiv, Ukraine,
University of Guelph, ON – Arts: Food, Agriculture
& Resource Economics
Olivia Bass – Duncan, BC, University College
Dublin, Ireland – Medicine
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Victoria Bester – Cardston, AB, Mount Royal
University, AB – General Studies

Nicole Chrenek – Grande Prairie, AB, Royal
Holloway, University of London, England –
English & Creative Writing
Holly Collis Handford – Cobble Hill, BC,
University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC –
Fine Arts: Acting

Vanessa Croft – Edmonton, AB, Queen’s
University, ON – Arts
Mitchell Crompton – West Vancouver, BC,
Queen’s University, ON – Engineering
Tegwyn Curtis – Grande Prairie, AB, University
of Ottawa, ON – Telfer School of Management:
International Management
Darryl Cvitanovich – Duncan, BC, Vancouver
Island University, BC – General Studies
Carter Dashkewytch – Campbell River, BC,
University of Alberta, AB – Science: Kinesiology
Tyler David – Victoria, BC, University of Victoria,
BC – Humanities
Bianca Edelmann – Prince George, BC,
University of Northern British Columbia, BC –
General Business
Victoria Edwards – Tiburon, CA, Georgetown
University, DC – Walsh School of Foreign Service:
International Politics and Security
Gemma Else – Cobble Hill, BC, McGill University,
QC – Arts: Political Science & Economics
Campbell Ferrie – Vancouver, BC, University of
Victoria, BC – Social Sciences: Economics
Pria Flanagan – Kamloops, BC, McGill University,
QC – Arts: Political Science
Sarah Ford – Whistler, BC, Goldsmiths,
University of London, England – Drama: Comedy
Emma Frisch – Victoria, BC, University of
Edinburgh, Scotland – Honours Law & French
Justin Fuhr – Duncan, BC, University of British
Columbia, Vancouver, BC – Engineering
Clare Gaherty – Vancouver, BC, Queen’s
University, ON – Kinesiology
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Romy Gaisbichler – Cape Town, South Africa,
University of Edinburgh, Scotland – Linguistics
Reid Gladman – Kamloops, BC, Queen’s
University, ON – Arts
Alejandro Godin Gonzalez – Los Cabos, Mexico,
Tecnológico de Monterrey, Mexico – Business
Michael Green – Dhahran, Saudi Arabia,
Columbia College Chicago, IL – Comedic Writing
& Performance
Kaviraj Grewal – Nanaimo, BC, University of
British Columbia, Vancouver, BC – Science
Yasmeen Gruno – Dhahran, Saudi Arabia,
University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC –
Media Studies
Santiago Guadarrama – Mexico City, Mexico,
Queen’s University, ON – Arts
Grace Guy – Yellowknife, NT, University of
Guelph, ON – Arts & Sciences
Thomas Haarsma – Nanaimo, BC, Vancouver
Island University, BC – Arts: Criminology
Anna Haebler-Singer – West Vancouver, BC,
Gap year, then applying to university
Johanna Haley – Mill Bay, BC, Western
University, ON – Richard Ivey School of Business:
Honours Business Administration
Julian Harder – North Vancouver, BC, University
of Guelph, ON – Arts: Political Science
Haley Harris – San Diego, CA, Gap year, then
University of San Diego, CA – Liberal Arts &
Science: Marine Biology
Carley Haydon – North Vancouver, BC, Gap year,
then Western University, ON – Social Sciences:
Psychology
Meril Heiss – Bad Nauheim, Germany, Gap year,
then University of Victoria, BC – Visual Arts
Aidan Hepburn – Phoenix, AZ, McGill University,
QC – Arts
Nicholas Hickey – Trail, BC, Queen’s University,
ON – Engineering
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Caroline Holmes – Victoria, BC, Gap year, then
Wilfrid Laurier University, ON – Communication
Studies
Oleksandra Honcharova – Kiev, Ukraine,
University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC –
Media Studies
Harrison Hooke – Fort St. James, BC, Working &
training for Commercial Pilot’s License
Thomas Hope – Vancouver, BC, University of
Victoria, BC – Social Sciences
Dina Ivanova – Courtenay, BC, McGill University,
QC – Commerce
Balqees Jama – Udhailyah, Saudi Arabia,
Simon Fraser University, BC – Social Sciences:
Psychology
Tae Hyun Jeon – Inchon, South Korea, Applying
to Kyung Hee University, South Korea – Hotel
Management
Erik Johannsen – Cowichan Bay, BC, Brock
University, ON – Sports Management
Kyle Johannsen – Cowichan Bay, BC, University
of Victoria, BC – Peter B. Gustavson School of
Business: Commerce
Maya Jones – Saudi Arabia, Dalhousie
University, NS – Science
Lanjunzhi Ju – Shanghai, China, University
of Toronto, St. George’s, ON – Arts & Science:
Mathematics
Nick Kahlhofen – Frankfurt, Germany, King’s
College London, England – Computer Science
Lucas Kang Portillo – Singapore, Completing
National Service, then University of Victoria, BC
– Humanities

Phillip Kirker – Calgary, AB, University of
Victoria, BC – Social Sciences

Rebecca McLennan – West Vancouver, BC,
McGill University, QC – Arts: Sociology

Natalie Poon – Hong Kong, University of
Toronto, St. George’s, ON – Arts & Sciences

Antony Van Cleave – Duncan, BC, University of
Victoria, BC – Science

Peter Lancashire – Port Macquarie, Australia,
University of Washington, WA – Arts & Science:
Physics

Hanna McNeill – Calgary, AB, Mount Royal
University, AB – Nursing

Maxwell Quackenbush – Maple Bay, BC,
Queen’s University, ON – Science

Kyle van Wiltenburg – North Vancouver, BC,
University of Southern California, CA – Interactive
Media & Game Design

Kate Laumann Wallace – Victoria, BC, Harvard
College, MA – Liberal Arts & Science

Justin Meeker – Washington, DC, University
of Pennsylvania, PA – Liberal Arts & Science:
Mathematical Economics

Seo Young Ra – Vancouver, BC, Marist College,
NY – Liberal Arts & Science: Communications

Jared Libin – Houston, TX, University of Miami,
FL – Business Administration: Accountancy

Marisa Meen-Kind – Victoria, BC, Gap year, then
applying to university

Volodymyr Litvinov – Odessa, Ukraine, Drew
University, NJ – Liberal Arts & Science

Afyz Mohamedali – Qualicum Beach, BC,
Queen’s University, ON – Engineering

Shuchao Liu – Vancouver, BC, University of
Toronto, St. George’s, ON – Arts & Science:
Actuarial Science
Silas Luna – Shawnigan Lake, BC, Gap year, then
Camosun College, BC – Information & Computer
Systems
Danielle Macdonald – Cranbrook, BC, University
of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC – Science
Joel MacGillivray – Edmonton, AB, University of
Alberta, Augustana, AB – Arts: Visual Arts

Natalie Moreland – Mill Bay, BC, Gap year, then
University of British Columbia, Okanagan, BC –
Science
David Munoz – Dhahran, Saudi Arabia, McGill
University, QC – Arts: Economics & Political
Sciences
Linnea Munro – Gabriola Island, BC, McGill
University, QC – Life Sciences
Zoe Napier – Duncan, BC, University of Alberta,
AB – Arts

Joseph Madigan – Vancouver, BC, Trinity
College, CT – Liberal Arts & Science

Rhys Nielsen – San Juan Capistrano,
CA, University of Oregon, OR – Business
Administration

Jiyan Mao – Guangzhou, China, University of
Toronto, St. George’s, ON – Arts & Sciences

Andres Ospino Calderon – Neiva, Columbia,
McGill University, QC – Arts: Political Science

Keiran Marrett-Hitch – Victoria, BC, Haverford
College, PA – Liberal Arts & Sciences

Madison Palmer – Duncan, BC, McGill
University, QC – Arts: Music History

Andrea Marvel – New Westminster, BC,
University of British Columbia, Okanagan, BC –
Arts

Brianne Pavlis – Beaverlodge, AB, National
University of Ireland, Galway, UK – Medicine

Sarah Rosen – Cobble Hill, BC, Quest University,
BC – Liberal Arts & Science
Ndeye Sall – Dhahran, Saudi Arabia, Old
Dominion University, VA – Liberal Arts & Science:
Political Science
Mia Sebastien – San Francisco, CA, Columbia
College Chicago, IL – Broadcast Journalism
Aaron Shulga – Charlotte, NC, Barry University,
FL – Business Administration
Zaira Silva – Calgary, AB, University of Calgary,
AB – Engineering
Lily Smith – Duncan, BC, Gap year, then
University of Victoria, BC – Fine Arts
Iyanuoluwa Soyege – Edmonton, AB, McGill
University, QC – Arts
Cayley Sparks – Whitehorse, YT, University
of Northern British Columbia, BC – Biomedical
Studies
Liam Stevens – Dhahran, Saudi Arabia, Quest
University, BC – Liberal Arts & Science
Leon Surwald – Bonn, Germany, University
of Amsterdam, Netherlands – Business
Administration

Jade Massey – Duncan, BC, University of New
Brunswick, NB – Health Sciences: Radiography

Zaid Kasim – Calgary, AB, Queen’s University,
ON – Engineering

Georgia Mavromihalis – Tiburon, CA, University
of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC – Arts

Thomas Perkins – San Francisco, CA, Dalhousie
University, NS – Kinesiology

Aimee Kennedy – Vancouver, BC, Queen’s
University, ON – Arts

Andrew McDuff – Maple Bay, BC, McGill
University, QC – Arts: Political Science &
Economics

Olivia Peterson – Canmore, AB, University of
British Columbia, Vancouver, BC – Kinesiology

Edward Tsai – Taipei, Taiwan, University of
British Columbia, Okanagan, BC – Computer
Science

Lorenzo Poggianella – Busto Arsizo, Italy,
University of California, Davis, CA – Agriculture &
Environmental Education

Khulan Tsogbadral – Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia,
University of Toronto, St. George’s, ON – Arts &
Science

Clare McLachlan – Port Macquarie, Australia,
Applying to Medical School in Australia

Liam Watts – Maple Bay, BC, University of
Victoria, BC – Humanities
Tasmin West – Cobble Hill, BC, University of
British Columbia, Vancouver, BC – Arts
Claire Wheaton – Victoria, BC, Queen’s
University, ON – Arts
Andrew Will – Red Deer, AB, Queen’s University,
ON – Smith School of Business: Commerce
Raeanna Willsey – Grande Prairie, AB, University
of Victoria, BC – Engineering
Aidan Witts – Vancouver, BC, University of St
Andrews, Scotland – Medicine
Bethany Woodbridge – Victoria, BC, Gap year,
then McGill University, QC – Civil Engineering
Cameron Worthington-Wilmer – Hong Kong,
University of San Diego, CA – Mechanical
Engineering
Shu-Han Yu – Taipei, Taiwan, University of
California, Los Angeles, CA – Financial Actuarial
Mathematics
Ethan Yuen – Singapore, Completing National
Service, then Queen’s University, ON – Arts

Lion Tautz – Bremen, Germany, Gap year,
then University College London, England –
Architecture

William McDougall Percillier – Bordeaux,
France, University of British Columbia,
Vancouver, BC – Arts

Nauman Khattak – Dhahran, Saudi Arabia,
University of Victoria, BC – Science

Veronica von Rosen – Whistler, BC, McGill
University, QC – Arts

Noah Tayi – Kigali, Rwanda, Queen’s University,
ON – Arts: Economics
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strategic plan UPDATE
Bud Patel, Head of School
and Blair Horn, Board Chair
“Someone is sitting in
the shade today because
someone planted a tree a
long time ago” – Warren
Buffett
Warren Buffet’s prophetic words remind
us to honour our past, enjoy the gift of the
present, and always be planning for the
future. In a fast and furious, high-risk highreward, all-or-nothing world, it is remarkable
how slow and steady still tends to win the
race. Being open to new ideas and making

live-in staff per house to 3 or in some cases

understanding of brain development are

4. These additional adult mentors enable

two key factors that teachers and learners

more personalized care for each student and

are grappling with. While on-line resources

allows the houses to run more activities both

like MOOCs and YouTube are excellent

on and off campus.

resources, learning always begins with deep

We significantly enhanced our boarding
facilities by: adding a new eighth house
(Hope House); preserving iconic Alex House
through external remediation; returning
Rogers House to a full boys’ house; and
upgrading Ellis, Mackenzie, Allard, Privett,
and Whittall. We also added more day
student spaces in the houses for studying,
collaboration and overnight stays

minor adjustments based on evidence

Through our Health Centre, we increased

seems to provide blue chip results.

access and support for student care,

Brentwood’s strategic plan – Setting the

particularly in the area of mental health.

Standard 2013-2023 – is nearing the midpoint of its journey. Our methodical approach
may not provide dizzying headlines yet, but
as the progress report below reveals, much
has been quietly accomplished. Our school

Students no longer need to leave campus
for counselling support. We set aside dedicated space in the Maeda Health Centre for
counsellors to meet students. Our committed
nursing staff triage all student care including

is laser focused on our vision of setting

mental health support.

“the standard globally for inspirational and

We increased evening (prep) access to

transformative learning”.

fitness, art, learning support, collaborative

GOAL – Innovation
1. We must provide a world-class
boarding school experience.

work, and university counselling.

and trusting relationships between a student
and teacher. Today’s learner is looking for a
wide variety of offerings and teaching that
is relevant to their lives. Sifting through the
inundating amount of pedagogical data is
an important challenge for us and we are
proud to be able to focus our program on
building the skills of tomorrow while ensuring
foundational competencies.

Accomplishments to date:
We developed an Academic Plan to
address the following commitments:

• A commitment to THINKING
• A commitment to GLOBAL-MINDEDNESS
• A commitment to a LEARNER-CENTRED
APPROACH

• A commitment to EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING
• A commitment to INSPIRATIONAL TEACHING
We created a new academic leadership role
in our administrative structure – Director of

We organized optional trips/activities during

Learning. The role focusses on supporting

mid-term breaks for those students that

teacher growth plans and professional

are unable to travel home for these shorter

development strategy. This investment in our

breaks.

amazing teachers will help them navigate the
curricular and pedagogical changes that are

Boarding remains the foundation for the

We have improved (if that was possible!)

Brentwood experience. Our commitment to

the variety and quality of food. With over

a 24/7 program is essential. We immediately

2000 meals a day being served through

In September 2017, we introduced a new

identified that enhancing our already strong

Crooks Hall, our Food Services team

timetable that enables longer instructional

boarding program by adding more resources,

proudly supports all dietary requirements –

periods, more teacher-collaboration time,

facilities, and support was job number one.

vegetarian, vegan, gluten-free, Halal, etc.

scheduled tutorial time, and fewer transitions

on the horizon.

during the academic day. Our hope is that

We increased the number of staff living in

2. We must be a leading-edge
place of learning.

each house – moving from a model of 2

Rapid technological changes and a better

Accomplishments to date:
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this strategic improvement will provide
access to even more of our most precious
resource – time.

We added a number of new courses

50 years. Excellence within this model is a

Like our performing arts, we introduced

including Design 11, Writing 12, Bio/Civ 11, Law

priority but never at the price of our overall

formal gallery openings for our visual

12, AP Seminar, and AP Research. Through

philosophy of developing well rounded and

artists where the entire school enjoys the

the Brentwood Innovation Grant (BIG), Mr.

well grounded students.

festive atmosphere of The Centre for Art &

Harold Wardrop was able to imbed coding
into our Grade 9 Math course so that all
“lifers” will have a head-start on this 21st
century language. Grades 10-12 also have
access to curricular coding.
We upgraded our traditional library
model to a modern Learning Commons.

Humanities.

Accomplishments to date:

We added two new scoreboards to our main

We introduced a number of new arts options

soccer and rugby pitches.

including hand-built pottery, woodwork and

We added a series of athletic trainers to

strings ensemble.

support athletic performance and recovery.

We partnered to become a Nike Super
options.

4. We must have an open and global
mindset.

We increased participation in Debate/Model

Many schools design their campuses to look

United Nations that provides important

inwards towards a grassy quad. Brentwood’s

(formerly, the Key Centre) was moved from

public speaking skills for our students.

orientation is outwards across the Pacific

Crooks Hall and is now integrated with the

We hosted 30% more athletic tournaments

to Mount Baker and beyond. Coincidence?

This revitalized space has enabled us
to create a variety of learning zones for
both collaborative and individual study.
Furthermore, the Learning Resource Centre

Learning Commons space. We also added
more resources to this important support
structure for all of our students.

3. We must enhance our unique
tripartite program.
As more and more specialty and academy
schools are created, we have reaffirmed our

School that improves our school’s apparel

and championships.
We increased staffing within our music
program.

Coincidence or not, we continue to focus on
being an outward facing world school that
embraces progressive ideals while never
losing site of our core principles. We are

We successfully planned, designed and

pleased to report that staff and students are

fundraised for our new state of the art

committed to be a campus “where the world

Athletic Centre.

comes to school”.

We introduced live-streaming for key games,

commitment to our tripartite program. This

matches and tournaments.

Accomplishments to date:

well-rounded and well-grounded approach

We film and live-stream of arts performances

We diversified our campus to include students

has held true for 50+ years and will ensure

and TEDxBrentwood

students are well prepared for the next

from 30 (2013) to 43 (2016) countries. This
plurality provides a global village inside our
www.brentwood.ca : 29

INNOVATION
SUSTAINABILITY
ENGAGEMENT

consisting of an ocean geothermal loop, solar

We implemented a more transparent hiring

We created the Governor’s Dinner, where

panels, and hot water reclamation systems.

process so that promotion opportunities are

current and past Governors gather in support

accessible to all employees.

for the School.

We increased our professional development

We instituted Old Brentonian Awards

budget to provide access to professional

including a formal presentation during our

development for all employees.

Regatta Weekend festivities.

We placed electric vehicle charging stations
in our parking lots.
We included a number of occupancy sensors
for both lighting and heating.
We reduced our overall water consumption

9. We must create a culture
of philanthropy.

on campus by installing more efficient fixtures
and increased use of reusable non-potable

The belief in Brentwood is astonishing

water.

and humbling. Many are investing in the

We divert 100,000 lbs of organic waste

Brentwood experience and we are thankful

annually from our landfill.

for their leadership. Our school operates

We create our own topsoil for our magnificent

on fee revenue with all major capital

grounds.

development, program enhancements, and

We source more food products and furniture

financial aid coming through philanthropic
gestures. While campus renewal is perhaps

from local suppliers.

7. We must be an even better
place to work.

GOAL – Engagement

An essential ingredient to Brentwood’s
“secret sauce” is our staff. This talented group

8. We must have a fully engaged
Brentwood Family.

of committed, professional, and engaged

The Brentwood Family consists of students,

individuals carries the torch from year to year
to ensure we stay true to our values. Where
uniquely west coast Canadian experience.
We added our OMNI (Open Minded Nondiscriminatory Individuals) group to our
robust SPARC (Student Peer and Resource
Counselling) program that continues
to create an even more inclusive and
supportive environment.
We added a number of service trips to (Peru,
Swaziland, Nicaragua) to our Charity Work Day.
We also added more cultural, university, arts,
and athletics tours. All of these experiences
help us expand our open and global mindset.
We enjoyed more international themed
dinners – from Ukrainian borsch to Nigerian
suya.
We added more international curriculum to
our course work. This global perspective will
help prepare our students for their futures.

GOAL – Sustainability
5. We must build a financially
sustainable model.
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While not always the most celebrated
topic, long-term financial sustainability
is fundamental to Brentwood’s future.
Since our restart in 1961, our Governors
and administration have focused on living
within our means while delivering the finest
possible education. This sensible approach
has enabled us to methodically transform
the campus and program to meet today’s
learning environment. We recognize this
privileged position and will ensure a thriving
Brentwood is here 100 years from now.

Accomplishments to date:
We created a long-term financial model that
is updated on an annual basis.
We developed a 25-year capital
maintenance budget to ensure proper
upkeep of our beautiful campus.

increased bandwidth.
We expanded our summer rental program to
support local youth employment and create
an alternative revenue stream.

6. We must build operational and
environmental sustainability.
Brentwood’s commitment to environmental

else can students get Sunday tutorials, grad
dresses altered, rowing shells rigged, kale
in their salad, and a much needed hug? With
well over 200 employees, Brentwood is one

campus development.

school.

Accomplishments to date:
Led by the 100% participation of our
Governors and Senior Leaders, we increased
participation rates for annual giving over the
past 4 years.
We fully funded the building of the new girls’

and supporting the finest staff for they set the

House, and reconstituted Rogers House to a

channels from surveys to face-to-face

standard for our school.

full boys’ house.

meetings; all with the focus on continuous

function that supports all of our employees.

improvement.
We designed Brentonian Connect – a social
media platform, similar to LinkedIn, that
enables our Old Brentonians to connect,

We significantly enhanced our benefits

support, and engage.

package by increasing coverage for

We hired a fulltime Alumni Relations role.

paramedical, dental, prescription drug, and
disability coverage.

Accomplishments to date:

We increased our matching pension

We created a campus-wide energy

contribution to ensure that, when ready, long-

management system that allows us to reduce

constituencies that share a love for our

endowment.

We created more structured feedback

We created a professional human resources

Brentwood continues to be a leader in

our progress on engaging these important

students receiving financial aid from the

Valley. We are committed to hiring, retaining,

one combines this commitment with

food services) Team’s search for efficiency,

and emeritus staff. We are pleased with

to $14M today leading to nearly 30% of our

Accomplishments to date:

Accomplishments to date:

transportation, laundry & housekeeping,

parents, staff, Old Brentonians, past parents,

our endowment grow from $7.5M in 2012

of the largest employers in the Cowichan

stewardship has never wavered. When
our Operations (maintenance, grounds,

the most obvious benefactor, we have seen

serving employees are well positioned for

We have worked with our financial institution

and move energy across our buildings

retirement.

to minimize borrowing costs.

thereby minimizing our overall carbon

We provided proactive health and wellness

We updated our information technology

footprint.

infrastructure which reduced costs and

We added to our energy reclamation systems

initiatives such as access to fitness classes
and EAPs (Employee Assistance Plans).

residence (Hope House), preserved Alex

We successfully raised the majority of the
funding for our new $18M Athletic Centre.
We challenged our graduating classes
to raise funds to support financial aid for
future Brentonians – their “pay it forward”
commitment has been highly successful.
As we move into the 2nd half of the timeline

We live-streamed a number of major events

of our strategic plan, Mr. Buffet’s thoughts

like our Closing Ceremonies.

on shade and investment returns remain

We launched a number of e-newsletters from

front and centre for us. Providing shade and

The Torch to an Old Brentonian newsletter.
We implemented “Coffee with Patel” meetings
(both in person and virtually) so parents can

excellent returns for the next generation
of Brentonians drives all of our strategic
initiatives.

engage directly with the Head of School.
We facilitated parent-teacher conferences via
Skype to enable access for all parents.
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welcome NEW FACULTY
Senior Math Teacher

University Counselling

Business and Social Studies, Rugby

Steven Prokopchuk

Jim Kingstone

Doug Branchflower

As he has been involved in independent schools
since 1980, Jim brings an immense amount of
experience to our school. His former schools
include Ridley College (Ontario), King’s-Edgehill
School (Nova Scotia), The Webb Schools
(California), Shawnigan Lake School, West Point
Grey Academy (Vancouver), and, most recently,
Queen Margaret’s School (Duncan) and Aspengrove (Nanaimo). While his role at Brentwood will
center round university counseling, Jim is an “all
in” person so look for him in every corner of
our campus.

Doug received his B.A. from the University of
Saskatchewan and completed his B.Ed. at the
University of Alberta. He has taught all levels of
business - from senior economics to entrepreneurship - as well as history, law and English.
Having attended and worked at Athol Murray
College of Notre Dame, Doug is a boarding
school stalwart. Most recently Doug was the
Director of Athletics and Head of Humanities at
Notre Dame, where is he was also a Houseparent
for seven years. Doug is an accomplished rugby
coach having run men’s and women’s provincial
teams in Saskatchewan, and been an assistant
coach of the Canada U17 team.

B.SC., B.ED. (ALBERTA)

Steven is originally from Edmonton and has lived
in Vancouver, rural Quebec, Scotland, and most
recently, Washington state. He has B.Sc and B.Ed
degrees from the University of Alberta and is
currently completing his Masters of Mathematics
Teaching (MMT) from the University of Waterloo. Steven has experience in the public school
system and more recently was the Upper School
Mathematics Department Head at Sedbergh
School in Montebello, Quebec (2006-2010). Since
2010, he has been Mathematics Department
Chair at The Bear Creek School in Redmond,
Washington, where he coached the school’s math
team to several state titles. Steven enjoys hiking,
biking, camping, and cross country skiing.

Drama Teacher

B.A. (TORONTO), M.A (MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE),
M.ED (ACADIA)

Laryssa Biesenthal

After completing his B.Ed. from the University
of Victoria, Matthew began an extensive career
in all aspects of theatre life and followed up his
degree with a certificate from the Professional
Actors’ Training Program from New York’s Circle
in the Square Theatre School. For 10 years, he
was the Resident Director and Master Teacher
with the Tony Award winning Children’s Theatre
Company in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Matthew is
currently the Performing Arts Director at Pacific
Christian School in Victoria and is part of the faculty of The Canadian College of Performing Arts.

Laryssa is a decorated athlete and coach. She
represented Canada at the 1996 Atlanta and
2000 Sydney Olympic Games where, in both
cases, she earned bronze medals. As a coach,
she has worked with crews at high school, university, World Championship, and Olympic (for both
Canada and Australia) levels. With Level 4 Canadian National Coaching Certification, Laryssa
brings a breadth and depth of experience to our
already talented coaching staff.

B.ED. (VICTORIA)
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B.A. (SASKATCHEWAN), B.ED. (ALBERTA)

Back row - Kelly Russell (RFA), Lara McDonald (Advancement),
David Brown (RFA), Sam Pascoe (RFA)
Front row - Lulu Schmidt (Faculty, maternity leave), Rob Rose (Athletics),
Maggie Flynn (Faculty), Mike Flynn (Faculty)

Head of Rowing

Matthew Howe

VALETE

CHPC, LEVEL 4 NATIONAL COACHING CERTIFICATE

welcome to
our brentwood
family

This past year was marked by the departure of some of our short-term RFAs
as well as the sad farewells to some very long-tenured members of staff. The
Residential Faculty Assistants for the year provided energy and optimism
to our campus and we wish them well. All the best to Kelly Russell who
captained the Canadian Women’s rugby team at the World Cup in Ireland and
returns to her family in Ontario. We will miss the ever-smiling presence of
David Brown who has left the west coast to join the faculty at Trinity College
School in Port Hope, Ontario as an Assistant Athletic Director. And to our
Brentwood alum, Sam Pascoe ‘09, who leaves the confines of Whittall House
to travel the world with his partner.
Each year we bid a fond farewell to faculty and staff as they move on to other
opportunities and we would like to acknowledge their contributions. Our farewells to Sue Quinton and the Flynns can be found later in the magazine.
Rob Rose has been a fixture of the athletics program for 17 years, working
with Rebecca Day-Reynolds in leading cross-country.
Marny Beaton, our very busy and in demand Graphic Designer of all things,
including the Brentonian for the last 4 years, has sailed smoothly into retirement in Chemainus. We will miss her charm, eye for detail and incredible
work ethic. She elevated the School’s design and communications materials
to a new level.

Rebecca Kerswell ‘07, has left the Marketing department after a couple of
years of running our digital initiatives to travel to Australia and New Zealand.
Her efforts in the digital space made a real impact in our online presence and
we wish her bon voyage.
Jasmin Thomas-Brown, since joining Brentwood in 2014, Jasmin’s positive
and empathetic manner elevated the support for our students. As a nurse,
health and wellness coordinator, SPARC sponsor, and Whittall House team
member, her impact on our community has been substantive and she will
be missed. Please join me in congratulating Jasmin Thomas-Brown for her
recent appointment as a community health nurse in Port Hardy.
Kristen Chen spent 2 years at the School as a mathematics teacher, tennis
coach and advisor in Mackenzie House. She has returned to Toronto to be
closer to her family, We thank Kristen for being such a vibrant part of the
School.
After 5 years of ferrying students all across the province, we say farewell
driver Ernie Niederer and wish him well in his retirement.
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Sue and her
husband Jeff Quinton

GOODBYE

sue
quinton

Susan Quinton

B.ED., M.ED., (MANITOBA), B.A. (WINNIPEG),

ENGLISH, DRAMA, ACTING, S.A.C.

Faculty 2003 - 2017

An immigrant from the wilds of winterpeg, where she taught
English and drama for 26 years, Susan Quinton arrived on
campus in 2003 ready to pick up the torch in acting from
Keith Digby, the retiring Director of Arts. 14 years and 13
plays later with the acting class and 11 mainstage shows with
the senior company, she retires with her husband Geoff to
the wilds of Cobble Hill. Susan has put on many hats during
this journey: SAC sponsor, tennis coach, English teacher,
drama teacher and director - all worn with the same
enthusiasm and distinctive chuckle. It is in the drama class
and on stage that Susan fulfilled her true teaching passions.
Nurturing and cajoling students to performance level involve
hours and hours of time and patience and playfulness.
Student after student expressed their desire to thank Susan
for her hard work, and in particular the cast of her final show:
Picasso at Lapin Agile hoped that they made her proud in
her last production at Brentwood. One student expressed it
this way: “Thank you so much for all the magic you created
with this play and letting me be a part of it. I will treasure all
my memories of working with you and this amazing cast as
some of the funniest times in my senior year. Thanks for
always being so funny, easy-going, inspiring and even sassy.
I wish we could do it over again.
Our thanks to Susan for all she has contributed to the growth
of our students and the enrichment of our community.
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One year for the final exams, Sue marked all the Grade 11
compositions on the prompt, “A memorable day,” and tons of
kids wrote about their dying grandmother, so Sue asked for
the prompt to be changed so next year the marking wasn’t
so depressing. Mr. Collis changed the prompt to “Surprise”
next year, and Sue marked compositions again. Kid after kid
wrote, “I never was as surprised as I was on the day my
grandmother died...”
Edna W.

SUE’S

plays
2007 The Butler Did It
2008 The Crucible

2009 You Can’t Take It With You
2010 I Remember Mama
2011 Pan
2012 The Imaginary Invalid
2013 Up the Down Staircase
2014 And Then There Was None
2015 Midsummer Night’s Dream
2016 The Servant of Two Masters
2017 Picasso at the Lapin Agile
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FAREWELL

mike &
maggie
flynn
Mike and Maggie Flynn arrived at Brentwood in 1998
and 1999, respectively, and were forces of nature in our
community ever since. As a team, they were Mackenzie
Houseparents for thirteen years, bringing their passion,
compassion and relentless energy to the girls of Mack.
Maggie also led the development of our Key and Learning Centres,
celebrating and serving the diverse strengths of our students with
empathy and determination. Mike, meanwhile, broadened the impact of
the Business and I.T. Department, spearheading the marketing and
entrepreneurship courses, and managing the development of
Brentwood’s External Revenue Programs. He was also the Scotty
Bowman of Brentwood Hockey, and led countless hockey and rugby
tours to Ontario, England, Wales, France, Australia, and Argentina. Maggie
and Mike were exemplary Brentwood Faculty whose positive impacts on
our school family will be felt for decades. We wish them a reluctant
goodbye.
36 : THE BRENTONIAN : 2017

www.brentwood.ca : 37

Maggie Flynn
B.P.E. (UNB),
MACKENZIE HOUSEPARENT
HEAD OF LEARNING CENTRE
TEACHER OF FRENCH
UNIVERSITY COUNSELOR
VOLLEYBALL COACH

Mike Flynn

B.P.E. (UNIVERSITY OF NEW BRUNSWICK)
HEAD OF BUSINESS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
HEAD COACH OF HOCKEY,
RUGBY COACH
PREMIER’S AWARD FOR TEACHING EXCELLENCE

Mike Flynn and the hockey coaches, Montreal ‘16

Maggie
I remember being in the Learning Centre one day waiting to
meet with Mrs. Flynn about a student, and she announced:
Craig, you know you can’t sleep in my class, to which Craig
replied: I know! But maybe if you were a little quieter I could!
Quiet, as we all know, is not Mrs. Flynn! The most engaging
thing that I will miss is her laughter which always fills a room.
Donna Decker, Head Nurse
Maggie cast a spell at Brentwood

Flynns
Two great colleagues who could be counted on to “walk the
walk”. Maggie was amazing in the House and what used to
be called the Key programme- so patient, caring and helpful,
but with a strong sense of fun. I had a great collaboration
with Mike when we were coaching the Mice. He kept those
boys in line and inspired them to give it their best. As an
organizer, Mike was without equal. He was a great guy to
have on tour because we could be sure the little details had
been looked after. Both sterling quality people who gave of
themselves every day -- I could tell they loved working with
young people.

Mike

Steve Cowie, Faculty

Mason Shadlock, Privett ‘18 & Xander Assaly, Whittall ‘17
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This year marks the end of an era that will not soon be
forgotten. It was Mr. Flynn’s 17th and final season as the
leader of Brentwood Hockey. His dedication, determination,
and passion for the game has turned hockey into one of the
largest sports offered at Brentwood. For the countless hours
he puts into practice plans, setting up games, and
organizing the entire schedule, we thank him. Mr. Flynn will
be dearly missed by both the hockey program and the
Brentwood community.

Maggie and the Mack Boys
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Anna Pitoniak ‘06
Author & Editor

I was always reading as a kid.
There was nothing in life that couldn’t
be improved by the presence of a
book. A long car ride, a wait at the
orthodontist—even family dinners.
I would sometimes ask my mom if
we could have a “reading dinner,”
which meant we all brought our
books to the table instead of
talking. It never occurred to me
that you wouldn’t want to do this.
When I was young, I read books in the way that
most children do: feverishly, obsessively, devouring them like candy. A child’s only real source
of autonomy is her imagination, and reading was
a way of entering a different world: siblings living
in boxcars, wizards living in castles. It wasn’t until I
was older that I took the time to pause, to consider
the choices a writer was making. The action of the
story revealed itself right away, but what about the
subtler meanings?
I still remember sitting in Mr. Collis’s classroom in
the old academic building at Brentwood, the day
we read John Updike’s classic story “A&P” from the
Norton Anthology, the book as thick as a Bible and
with tissue-thin paper to match. I remember Mr. Collis pointing out the details in the story: the way the
narrator so carefully describes the straps of a girl’s
bathing suit, and how the straps have slipped loose
from her shoulders.
This was a change for me, as a reader: learning to
pay attention not just to the thing itself, but to the
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FROM

way the thing is presented. To think about why an
observation like that might be included, in the first
place. To consider, more thoughtfully, the messages that a book might contain.
After graduating from college, I moved to New York
City and began working as an editor at Random
House. This job taught me to consider and evaluate
books on yet another level. Does the book work?
Is the story interesting? Is it effective, it is affecting?
And if not, how might it be improved? At this point
in my life as a reader, it was like I had been burrowing through the layers of the Earth, going deeper into my understanding of how literature works,
and now I was finally approaching the hot magma
core. But I wasn’t quite there yet.
The best way to learn to write is to spend one’s
life reading good writing—and then thinking about
what makes it so good. For some people, this
might mean enrolling in an MFA program. For me, I
was lucky enough to learn by observing the other
editors around me, and working on manuscripts as
they went from rough drafts to finished books. It
was this that gave me the courage, and the tools, to
finally tackle my own writing. And so, several years
ago, I began writing a novel of my own. I found
spare time around the edges of my job: mornings,
nights, weekends. That novel was published earlier
this year, and I’m now at work on the second one.
Mr. Collis was the one who taught me about the five
paragraph essay: thesis paragraph, three supporting paragraphs, and closing paragraph. He also
taught me that basically every essay is about the
same thing: “What I Learned.” So, in a mashed-up
homage, here is a version of that essay: five things
that I learned along the way, from reader to editor
to writer.

reader
TO

writer
TO

editor
Five Things
I Learned Along
the Way

Writing is Revision
I can’t stress it enough. The first draft is
important, because you are working out
the ideas and the plot on the page, and
getting that first draft finished is an accomplishment, but what really matters is
how many times you are willing to revise
that draft. In my mind, this is where the
role of hard work—as opposed to Godgiven talent—comes in. Some people
are preternaturally gifted and can dash
off a beautiful paragraph with no effort,
but they aren’t necessarily the ones who
are willing to revise, and revise again,
and revise again.
When you are writing, you are attempting to communicate an idea to the
world. In the first draft, the idea is still
expressed in your own private language. It takes many revisions to clarify
what you are really trying to say. As an
editor, these are the notes I find myself
scribbling in the margins of so many
manuscripts: Clarify. Don’t get this. What
does this mean? The language must be
put through the wringer, over and over
and over, so that when a reader finally
picks up the book, they can say: I know
exactly what she means.
The Beginning is the Most Important
Editors read submissions quickly, and
form judgments about them from a small
number of pages. The beginning matters; it matters more than any other part
of the book. As a writer, you only have
so long to hook the reader. And editors
aren’t the only ones who form snap judgments about a book—someone browsing in a bookstore or using the “look inside” feature online is doing exactly the
same thing. If the beginning isn’t strong
enough, down the book goes. It pays to
think carefully about the beginning, and
spend an outsized amount working on it.
The beginning doesn’t have to contain
fireworks in order to captivate. But it
does have to captivate. It might not be
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clear what the beginning ought to be
until the book is nearly finished, so don’t
worry about it right away. Get the thing
written, then go back to figure out where
it should begin.
Skip the Stage Directions
One thing I always notice when I’m
editing—and which I notice abundantly
in my own writing—is excessive staging.
When I’m working out a scene in my
mind, I tend to think about a character
moving around a physical space, and I’ll
write the scene accordingly: she walks
across the room, she opens the door,
she sits down, she stands up, etc. To get
my character from point A to point B, it’s
necessary for me to visualize every part
of it. But when I’m editing others’ work,
I always cut that sort of stage direction
(and I’m trying to get better at editing it
from my own work). It’s weight that drags
on the story. We don’t need to know
how a character got across the room
in order to believe that the character
crossed the room. Of course, every rule
is made to be broken, and sometimes
you do need to know how a character
got across the room. But if you are going
to tell us what it looked like, it ought to
be for a good reason. Which brings me
to my next point.
Stop Clearing your Throat
Visual staging, like the above, is just one
of many forms of writerly throat-clearing. Sometimes it is long and intricate
sensory description. Sometimes it is dialogue that just keeps ping-ponging back
and forth. Sometimes it is dwelling on
an insignificant moment. These are the
kinds of things that I tend to flag, as an
editor. If its existence isn’t justified, then
why is it there? Often it feels like preparation before we arrive at the real point—
and if you’re asking a reader to stick
with you for several hundred pages, it’s
better to arrive at the point with expedience. Every sentence or passage ought

to perform a function, whether it is moving the action forward, or developing a
character, or deepening an emotion, or
something else that truly enhances the
story. I am wary of writing that is merely
beautiful. And if you’ve convinced me
that a character is a certain way, you
don’t need to keep convincing me of
that again and again.
What’s on the Page is What Matters
If you are a writer who has found a
publisher for your work, that is a wonderful thing, but it’s important to remember that the work will shortly be
out of your hands. You won’t be able to
completely control how the work is put
into the world. You certainly won’t be
able to control how it is received. What
you can control is what’s on the page.
As an editor, I’ve watched manuscripts
ignite like wildfire across the publishing
house—people read it, they fall in love
with it, they can’t wait to talk about it
with their colleagues. This is the magic
that everyone hopes for. But the writer
isn’t able to engineer any of this. The
only thing a writer can do is write the
very best book they can. Even when you
are tired and bleary-eyed and sick of
your own writing, when you can’t stand
another round of revision, it is worth it to
ask yourself whether you have pushed
the story as far as you possibly can. Is it
the best it can be? Are you happy with
it? Are you proud of it? That is what you
ought to strive for, because that will
always belong to you—that satisfaction
and pride—no matter what happens
once the writing is out in the world.

Anna Pitoniak’s debut novel,
The Futures, was published earlier
this year by Lee Boudreaux Books/Little,
Brown. Parts of this essay were adapted
from “What Being an Editor Taught Me
About Writing,” originally published by
Literary Hub.
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alumniupdate
ALUMNI Q&A

HARRISON
POKRANDT

For those of you who are reading this magazine for the first time as a “Class
of ‘17” Brentwood graduate, let me be the first to say “welcome,” to one of
the most diverse and influential groups you will ever have the privilege of
being a part of. The Brentwood alumni family spans dozens of countries,
professions, and industries worldwide, and continues to grow both in
volume and depth, each and every year.
Last year, in partnership with current and emeritus faculty, houseparents,
and coaching staff, Brentwood hosted over a dozen alumni meetups, pub
nights, receptions, and networking evenings. Thank you again to those who attended!

PRIVETT ‘13

As you may recall, during these regional events, we asked you, “outside of social gatherings, what
could we do to better help you stay in touch with your former classmates and meaningfully connect
with other members of the alumni community?”
The response overwhelmingly highlighted the need for a digital resource to help facilitate Old
Brentonian professional mentorship, networking, job acquisition, and lifelong friendship.
FAVOURITE TEACHER(S):
A tie between Mr. Doehler and Mr. McGill.
WHY?
Mr. Doehler got me interested in Geology
which has lead to me studying it. Mr. McGill
taught me not just how to play guitar, but how
to look at the underlying influences behind a
song’s sound.
FAVOURITE BRENTWOOD MEMORY?
My favourite memory would be playing guitar
on stage at our grad, but most hilarious
would have to be that time I tried to show off
on my bike by doing a “stoppie” and went
flying over the handlebars.
WHERE ARE YOU LOCATED
IN THE WORLD RIGHT NOW?
Currently in Western Mali, Africa, on the
Falémé River.
WHAT ARE YOU CURRENTLY DOING
(PROFESSIONALLY OR OTHERWISE)?
While finishing my B.Sc in Earth Science, I’ve
been working in exploration geology looking
for gold, in places such as The Yukon and
West Africa.
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WHERE HAVE YOU TRAVELLED
FOR WORK?
Outback central Yukon, Timmins Ontario,
Western Mali, and for field courses, San
Salvador Island - the Bahamas, and next
course . . . Morocco!

FAVOURITE MEAL NOW?
Korean BBQ

DREAM JOB?
Either project management in Exploration
Geology or a metals sector Analyst in New
York or London.

WHO OR WHAT HAS BEEN THE BIGGEST
INFLUENCE ON YOUR LIFE TO DATE?
All the different people I’ve been able to
work with from around the world. Hearing
how people got to where they are today,
starting from somewhere I never imagined
taught me how important it is to keep
learning, even when not in the classroom.

WHAT ARE YOU LISTENING TO?
The Lumineers, Hozier, Frank Turner, Kaleo,
and Muse still, of course!
FAVOURITE CITY?
Hmmm, hard to say but I must go with
Edinburgh, Scotland.
WHY?
Incredible castles and scenery nearby in the
Highlands, and of course the scotch!
WHAT WAS YOUR FAVOURITE
CAFETERIA MEAL BACK IN THE DAY?
I would have to go with the spaghetti. I used
to go up for seconds, thirds, fourths . . .
Mmm . . . and chocolate milk!

WHAT WAS THE LAST NEW
THING YOU TRIED?
Off road ATVing on the Greek Islands

HIGH SCHOOL CRUSH?
Emily Young. I attempted to impress her once
with my “stoppie” skills but as mentioned
earlier, I showed my ability to fly off my bike
into a bush instead...

With your valued feedback, this past February, we launched Brentonian Connect, a platform that
does just that! Five months post-launch, we have over 1,200 Old Brentonians using this tool, with
new members joining every day.
We’d like to invite you, whether you are a new graduate, established professional, or someone in
between, to engage with this tool, create a profile, peruse the directory for others in your field or
city, and of course, stay apprised of developing Brentwood details, events, and more!
On a final note, after three years of being your point person for all things Alumni, I am moving on
from Brentwood to pursue an exciting new opportunity. It has truly been a pleasure getting to know
so many of you, farewell and thank you for being so wonderful!

Reesa Hinks
Alumni Relations Coordinator
Join us on:

DOG OR CAT?
After living with the Felix’s dogs Holly, Duke,
and Toby, boxers have to be the cutest
animals out there, so I’d say dogs!
FAVOURITE INSTAGRAM ACCOUNT?
@natgeo

/brentwoodalumni

/OldBrentonians

Brentwood College School Group
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alumni EVENTS
regatta reception
APRIL 29, 2017

Mike Minckler, Mariya Young (Mack ‘08), Megan Jackson (Mack ‘08), Kendra
Stoner (Hope ‘13), Alia Villanueva (Alex ‘12), Jill Fougner, Liz Cosulich (Alex
‘07), Lauren Hanson (Allard ‘16), Mollie McPhee Green (Mack ‘15), Madeline
Montgomery (Allard ‘11)

John Garvey, Sean Albhouse (Rogers ‘87),
Courtney Cameron (Hope ‘12)

victoria

JANUARY 19, 2017

Ian Gillespie

Joey Dahlstrom (Alex ‘91)

toronto
Andrew Higginson (Whittall ‘03), Andrea Pennells,
Gerry Pennells, Chris Redcliffe

ottawa

JANUARY 2017

James Clark (Privett ‘06), Nicholas Chesterley (Ellis ‘06),
Calvin Hoy (Ellis ‘13), Harrison Pokrandt (Privett ‘13)
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JANUARY 25, 2017

Alannah Kavanagh (Mack ‘12), Beth Bertozzi (Hope ‘16),
Cindy Zhang (Mack ‘16), Liz White (Mack ‘12),Lindsay
Chan (Mack ‘12)

Benson Chu (Ellis ‘13), Ian Jonson (Privett ‘12),
Frankie Poon (Whittle ‘12), Brett Leighton (Rogers ‘12),
Ian Mitchell (Privett ‘12), James Larsen (Privett ‘99)

Marie Legér (Allard ‘16),
Christopher Chan (Rogers ‘16)

Jonathan Butcher (Ellis ‘16), Mitali Patel (Mack ‘16),
Daniel Pardo-Suarez (Ellis ‘16),
Diego Cantu ( Rogers ‘16)

Rosie West (Mack ‘16), Julia Kenklies (Alex ‘16),
Sophia Conradi (Alex ‘16)
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alumni EVENTS
reunion

regatta reception

JANUARY 27, 2016

APRIL 29, 2017

Class of 1967

Andrew Higginson (Whittall ‘03),
Ian Gillespie, Bud Patel

David Burton (Rogers ‘93), Jaya Murthy (Rogers ‘93), Bud Patel

Joey Dahlstrom (Alex ‘91),
Sarah Common (Gwynneth ‘03), Bud Patel

Andrea & Gerry Pennells

Andrea Pennells and Andrea Wynne (Alex ‘91)
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Charlotte Wilson (Allard ‘12), Natalie Carr (Allard ‘11),
Jae Won Hyun (Allard ‘11) , Megan Robichaud (Mack ‘11)

Cheers to 50 Years!

Class of 1977
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alumni EVENTS
reunion

JANUARY 27, 2016

Steve Wynne saying Grace
Marilyn Gilmour (Mack ‘07),
David Sommer (Whittall ‘07),
Jason Byeun (Ellis ‘07)

Brian Chan (Whittall ‘07),
Sarah Germain,
Dylan Wood (Ellis ‘07),
David Sommer (Whittall ‘07),
Mark Aylward-Nally (Ellis ‘07), Clarissa Henle (Mack ‘07),
Marilyn Gilmour (Mack ‘07), Jason Byeun (Ellis ‘07)

Class of 2007
Enjoying a Glass

Christopher Chung (Privett ‘97), Jennifer Kim, Sally Scheur,
Angela (Baxter) Santoro (Alex ‘98), Michael Santoro (Privett ‘97), Adam
Scheur (Privett ‘97), Adrienne (Stewart) Mitchell (Mack ‘97)

Jim Shipley (Rogers ‘77)

Class of 2007

Class of 1997

Judith Harder (Hilton ‘77), Ruth Depew
(Hilton ‘77), Doug Hagar (Privett ‘77)

Ian Scott-Moncrief (‘66)
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David Sommer (Whittall ‘07), Mark Aylward-Nally (Ellis ‘07)

Bryn Rees (Ellis ‘97),
Adam Scheur (Privett ‘97)

Class of 1992
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alumni EVENTS
rugby

1960’s Rugby Reunion Luncheon Attendees

Bard Haddrell (‘67)

JANUARY 27, 2016

Bruce Carlson,
Former Board Chair

1960’s Rugby Luncheon

George Killy (‘64)

Dean Sawyer (‘69)
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Ian Scott-Moncrieff (‘66),

Marius Felix (Privett ‘77)

Ro Hindson (‘69)

Rod Garrett (‘66), Rick Rollins (‘66)
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class NOTES

WEDDINGS and BIRTHS
In June 2016, Paul Serup
(‘78) was thrilled to marry
Mary Jean Jandi in Manila,
Philippines with his best man
being none other than his
Brentwood friend
David Ullstrom (‘78)

Allastair Gillespie (‘41) receiving his
Old Brentonian Lifetime Achievement Award, in his
Toronto home from Head of School, Bud Patel

Mind of honour, Alex Prieur (Alex ‘07) and bride,
Claire Stapon (Gwyneth ‘07) at Claire’s wedding this
past May, in Paradise Valley, Arizona

Caitlin Wardrop (Mack ‘16),
in the House of Commons on
International Women’s Day,
interning at Equal Voice,
an organization promoting
the involvement of
women in politics

Wedding of Giada Dobrzensky (Alex ‘95)
and Prince Marcantonio Del Grago.
The two happily live between London
and Aix en Provence

Sam Reynolds (Ellis ‘07), in Taipei, reporting on
technology on the BBC World News

2017 HSBC
Vancouver Rugby 7’s
Branlin Shockey (Privett ‘04)
and wife Ashley, welcomed
adorable Flynn Jet Shockey
on March 28th at 7:11pm,
weighing in at 8lbs 6oz

Harriet (Hoesli) Jungen
(Mack ‘99), welcomed future
Brentonian, Kobi Alan Jungen,
on April 20, 2016 at 9am,
weighing in at 7lbs 9 oz,
in Calgary, Alberta.

Sydney Payne (Alex ‘15) visiting the
school this past August. Sydney
sat in four seat in Canada’s U23
Women’s 8+, and this past July,
Sydney and her Canadian
crew beat the United States
and Russia in the final
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class NOTES
D’Arcy Stuart (Privett ‘04),
Richard Harrison (Privett ‘04),
Cailen O’Brien (Rogers ‘04),
Grant Schneider (Rogers ‘04),
John Allpress, Miguel Ludlow (Privett
‘04), Lorenza Kuri-Brena (Mack ‘07),
John Henning

Joe Grimes with
his grandchildren
and possible future
Brentonians, Michael &
Allie McPherson

Erica Zacharias (Mack ‘02),
Katrina Baker (Mack ‘02) and Katie Lin
(Mack ‘02) with children and former
houseparent Maggie Flynn, this
past holiday season

Jim Huang (Whittall
‘04) and beautiful
daughter Zaria in
Taiwan

Old Brentonians attending The
Cheeky Affair (Fundraiser for Colon
Cancer) this past March in Vancouver.
Back row: Garett Graeme (Rogers
’05), Tom Dickens (Ellis ’05), Stephen
Pointon (Rogers ’05), Rachelle Young
(Mack ’09) Front row: Kate Philippson
(Alex ’11), Rachel Reynolds (Allard
’09), Hailey Toriglia (Alex ’12) .

Shane Thompson with UVIC Vikes, Aaron Hersant (Privett ‘15)
and Thomas Di Fiore (Whittall ‘15) visiting Brentwood Campus
this past spring

A mini reunion in Taipei with Robin Wu (Privett ‘98), Belinda Wu (Alex ‘01),
Richie (Ellis ‘02), Jeffry Yu (Ellis ‘04), Stanley Jien (Privett ‘98), Tony Chen (Rogers ‘04),
Jack Lee (Ellis ‘96), Clayton Johnston, and Kevin Chou (Rogers ‘02) earlier this year.

Christopher Redcliffe (Rogers ‘03),
Susannah Law (Mack ‘03), and Menny
Giatsios (Mack ‘03) enjoying the Calgary
stampede this past July

Nick Prowse and Dwaine Van Eeuwen
(Senior ‘73) this past spring

Sam Johnston (Alex ‘13) and
Lexi Merman (Allard ‘13) visiting in
Portland earlier this year
Denise Roy (Alex ‘17) represented
Canada in rugby sevens at the
Commonwealth Youth Games
in the Bahamas, this past July
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OBITUARIES
Clint Nickerson ‘69

Robert “Bob” Graham Annable

September 23, 1951 - June 3, 2017

March 10, 1927- June 14, 2017
GOVERNOR, BRENTWOOD COLLEGE SCHOOL, 1979-1996

STUDENT, BRENTWOOD COLLEGE SCHOOL
With great sadness we note the passing on June 3, 2017, of Clint Nickerson, a graduate of the Brentwood
Class of 1969. Clint’s classmates will remember him as a kind and gentle soul, intellectually gifted,
academically talented, and infused with a sense of wonder about the world. To his friends Clint was a loyal
confidante – someone you could always turn to for advice and support.
Clint’s dad died when he was a wee lad and his mom did everything she could to ensure he and his
sister got the best education possible. A Brentwood bursary helped and Clint worked summers at the
Victoria Golf Club as a caddy to supplement his mom’s modest income. He was later to become the Club’s
President and most ardent supporter.
After Brentwood, Clint got into the media business where he enjoyed a very successful and varied career spanning 5 decades as a broadcast
journalist, specializing in public affairs programming for radio and TV in Victoria, Vancouver and Toronto. Occasionally, his adventuresome side
drew him to events outside Canada. He went to Dallas, Texas, to do in-depth research on the Kennedy assassination and spent an energy and
nicotine charged week at the California home of legendary gonzo journalist, Hunter S. Thompson. You see Clint never quit smoking, a fact that
likely contributed both to his magnificent broadcaster’s “pipes” and to his early and unexpected demise 3 months before his 66th birthday.
The June 10, 2017, edition of the Victoria Times Colonist devoted the entire second page to Clint’s obituary. A memorial service was held on
June 22 at the Victoria Golf Club where, flag at half-mast, around 300 friends celebrated the life of one of the Club’s most devoted members
and notable caddies.
Peter Scarrow & Jock McKinnon, Old Brentonians Class of 1969, Clint’s Roommates & Friends

Albert (“Bertie”) Levy ‘44
February 25, 1925 - February 18, 2016
STUDENT, BRENTWOOD COLLEGE SCHOOL
Albert Levy was born in Shanghai, China, to a prominent Jewish family in a trading community tracing its
roots back to Baghdad, the city of fame and fable. His parents were Solomon and Vera Levy, as a youth,
they brought Bertie and his younger brother to Victoria, B.C. He attended both Saint Michael’s School
and Brentwood College. Bertie found his place in these communities and the boys he met there remained
close friends for the rest of his life.
At Brentwood College he took part in many activities. He learned, and excelled in woodwork and
developed an interest in furniture building and carpentry. He loved exotic woods and woodworking
remained a lifelong passion. Bertie also took part in rugby, competing against various senior teams. It may well have been at Brentwood
College that Bertie found his joy in gardening. He collected and propagated plants and seeds, was a marvellous cook, and took great delight in
creating epicurean dishes with tomatoes and vegetables from his garden. His curries were famous and he loved to share a recipe.
It was at Brentwood that Bertie and his friend, the late Andrew Gillespie, a gold medalist in intercollegiate track events, swam naked in the
frigid sea from the school to Senanus Island, by all accounts, a most prodigious distance.
Bertie will be remembered by so many for his courtly manner, his warmth and humour, boundless energy, and for the unmistakable twinkle in
his eye.
Albert Levy leaves behind his wife Pamela (née Owen-Flood), his children Eve, Margot, Michael and Caroline, seven grandchildren,
and two great-grandchildren.
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We were saddened to learn that Bob Annable passed on June 14, 2017 having recently celebrated his ninetieth
birthday in March. Forever and first a family man, forever young, never in dated dress (this man looked great in
the rubber boots he wore to watch a rugby match), easily excited by the opportunity to invest in a good idea,
or to laugh at a well told tale, owner/partner/director of several enterprises, prominent leader and volunteer in
many organizations, Bob never relinquished his interest in Brentwood.
Bob’s formal association with Brentwood began in 1974 when he and Jan enrolled Peter, (Whittall ‘78).
Frequently seen at school events, careful and caring parents, and always on the sidelines when Peter
competed, (and he represented the school in five sports, tennis, field hockey, soccer, rowing and rugby) Jan and Bob soon established themselves
as true friends of Brentwood. Mark ‘80 followed his brother Peter, and granddaughters Kelly ‘98 and Kristen ‘02 extended the relationship over
many years. Brentwood cherishes this.
In 1979, another parent recommended Bob’s nomination to the Board. Bob responded by saying, “the smart one in this family is Jan. She’s the
one you want. I’ll talk to her.” But Bob accepted remarking that he and Jan would work together to do whatever they could to help the school. And
that they did. Superb hosts, Jan and Bob offered their home for Brentwood gatherings. Neither internet nor emails to help in those days, Jan and
Bob personalized invitations and added phone calls to encourage attendance. They greeted folks at the door with a warm handshake to open the
meeting and reassumed their positions at the door to say thanks for coming and goodbye when the evening ended.
The hosting style radiated Bob and Jan’s belief in good manners, consideration for others, dignity, and fairness. Knowing that Brentwood shared
these values, Bob joined the board to nurture and protect them. The minute record will reveal his unrelenting attention to these fundamentals with
every vote cast.
Bob’s 17-year board tenure intersected with rapid campus development, an expanding curriculum, the need for revenue, bank support, and careful
accounting. Bob focused on development concepts, and accounting. Bob chaired the audit committee. He diligently combed the annual statements,
critiqued the auditor’s work for praise or criticism, and used the knowledge gained to help the board and the Head build a responsible budget
and fee schedule for an ensuing year. Bold work, entrepreneurial yes, but always solution based that gave the Board confidence in our financial
statements. Bob’s reports, eyes and speech always sparkled with optimism.
An all-star entrepreneur in his own right by reputation and achievement, Bob’s goal was to ensure Brentwood always had the financial strength
needed to fulfill its obligations to each student, and his or her family. What good is our autonomy if we do not have the financial strength to exercise
it? He was often heard to ask.
Not widely known might be Bob’s interest in effective campus planning. He argued that long and short range planning must proceed “turning the
sod”. His commentary over the years revealed an understanding that ownership of Brentwood’s beautiful waterfront site went hand-in-hand with
obligations to use it wisely and inclusively, not only for students, their parents, the staff and our alumnae but also on behalf of the wider community.
Keep its gates small, fences low, roads and pathways wide, preserve the natural beauty of the site, create a sense of inclusivity for all who visit;
these values guided Bob’s vision for a developing Brentwood. Like many devoted Board members, he would come early for a Board meeting, stay
late at times, drop in unannounced to stroll through campus, pace off distances, have a second, third or fourth look at a proposed building site,
tennis court, pathway or flower bed.
Somewhere in this man lurked the soul of an architect. Bob exercised this informed passion on behalf of the beautiful campus we enjoy today and
it shows. Bob’s influence can be seen in the Brentwood of today as one strolls the campus. In this and other ways, Brentwood is the better for the
leadership, advice, vision, and care that Bob selflessly brought to the table.
Bill Ross. Staff 1962 - 2000. Head of School 1976 - 2000
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OBITUARIES
Victor Lironi

I very much enjoyed his teaching in the Western Civilization course 1985.
Warmest regards, Torsten Nenzén, Class of 1985

August 23, 1934 - February 20, 2017
FACULTY, BRENTWOOD COLLEGE SCHOOL 1969-1996
Housemaster of Privett, Master of Sailing, seasoned schoolmaster, Victor was one of the extraordinary cast of characters
assembled in the 1960s by Headmaster, David Mackenzie. A graduate of Sandhurst, Anglo-Italian Victor emigrated to
Canada where he met his lovely wife, Maureen, on a yacht on the west coast. As a devoted couple, the Lironis had style,
a kind of movie star glamour. With two charming children, Maria and John, and their Scottie dog, Candy, la dolce vita was
bella at Casa Lironi.
But danger, too, lurked in Victor’s wake, giving rise to Brentwood myth. One dark winter morning, a massive explosion
rocked Mill Bay. Launched heavenward, bloodied but unbowed, Victor (accidentally, it must be said) had blown up his
own boat. The legend of Secret Agent 007 Lironi was born.
Back on land, in Privett House, however, Victor proved a steadying, fatherly presence, “the man in the warm, oversized slippers standing at the end of the
hallway” (Grant Fredericks, 1978) who went from dorm to dorm before bedtime to talk to every boy about his day.
Victor recalled a Housemaster’s lot rather differently. In 1985, on retiring after 16 years at the helm of the good ship, Privett, he wrote: “Why is it out of the
hundreds of boys, it is the villains I remember best? Just as you think there isn’t a scam that you haven’t cracked, another Moriarty pulls off something so bizarre
that only a paranoid genius could have seen it coming. One may complain of many things as a Housemaster but being bored is not one of them.”
Grant and the other Priveteers, including the “villains”, were never bored by Victor. Grant writes: “Victor was an exceptional role model, one of the people in my
life who was there at the right time. He was [as in the title of Frank McCourt’s book] my Teacher Man.”
A satirist who taught English, a cultured bon vivant who pioneered a course in Western Civilization, an adventurous man of the sea who skippered the Geography
Department, Victor was indeed a Teacher Man.
As an accomplished sailor, Victor created a multi-layered sailing programme at Brentwood, building the skills and confidence of the novices and recreational
sailors, and coaching his competitive team to 17 consecutive Independent Schools championships. Later, many knew him through his course, Cruising Without
Tears, in which Victor shared tips such as “how to sail with infants, elderly dogs, a mutinous crew and other family members.”
In the 1980s, Victor also played a pioneering role in the creation of the Mill Bay /Brentwood College Sea Rescue Society. Camilla Schnurr (1996), fondly
remembers the way Victor instructed boat handling, radio operation, and rescue technique “gingerly jumping into a laser from the chase boat to show us how it
was done.”
As Victor’s colleagues, we relished his ready wit and dramatic flair, particularly his brilliant Flanders and Swan partnership with Ivor Ford at the piano. And
Victor’s stirring ode to the Brentwood school dutymaster, Horatio on the Bridge, a spoof on
Macaulay’s epic poem with its allusion to the army officer (Victor) who saved Ancient Rome
(Brentwood) from invading hordes.
In the words of his obituary, Victor was “a rare man, good-natured, funny and generous without
prejudice, an optimist who lived in the moment.” Over the decades of our friendship, Vittorio
proved a wise, encouraging, avuncular presence, a man of kindness and love.
Like all whose lives he touched, I will miss Brentwood’s man of the sea: his timeless virtues, his
twinkling eyes, his wonderful smile. And hear forever Victor Lironi’s inimitable voice in Masefield’s
Sea Fever:

Val (Knowles) Dacyk, Class of 1976

I noticed the memorial notice for Victor Lironi. I appreciated him for his passion
and interest in sailing and water activities. Though sailing would never be a part
of my world, he reinforced the importance of having a passion and interests, and
that all people have their passions and interests, AND THEY ALL MATTER. Victor
was a good man and a good person. He is certainly an intricate part of what
Brentwood is today.
Joe Morgan, Class of 1973

Victor was a great mentor to me and this news saddens me immensely. I have
known that he was unwell since last fall and that he and Maureen didn’t go off to
Hawaii this winter as was usual. However one can never be prepared for this kind
of news.

Victor and the Sailing Club

Camilla (Schnurr) Briggs, Class of 1996
I attended Brentwood starting in Grade 8 in 1975 until graduating in 1980.
I spent more time with Victor than any other person during my time at the
school. Victor was my housemaster, my teacher, and my sailing coach. Victor
introduced me to sailing in Grade 8, and I sailed through to Grade 12, ending
as the Captain of the Sailing Team. In Grade 12, I was permitted to sail as my
Sport and my Activity, spending six days a week on the water.
Through Victor’s coaching at the school, I worked my way through the
Canadian Yachting Association’s White Sail I, II and III, and Bronze IV and V.
After graduating, I took further courses with Victor, including the Green Level
Instructors Course, Basic Cruising Standard, and Coastal Navigation Standard.
In addition to Sailing, Victor taught several classes that I took over my time
at Brentwood. I will always remember the charting barometer his classroom,
and the discussions on how the changes in the pressure would impact the
afternoon’s activities on the water.
My favorite place at Brentwood was on HANNA, Victor’s 1949 gaff-rigged Tahiti
Ketch, with the distinctive red sails (at that time). I spent many, many hours on
HANNA, hanging about and trying to make myself useful…I don’t think that
there was a single rope on that ketch that I had not done an end, eye, short, or
long splice on. The splices and knots that I learned from Victor would inevitably
show up in my art projects (Macramé was really big in the late 1970s). The
ketch’s woodwork always needed upkeep and I willingly spent time sanding
and varnishing, to me, learning how to maintain a boat was just a great way of
spending time on the water.

I must go down to the seas again, for the call of the running tide
Is a wild call and a clear call that may not be denied
And all I ask is a merry yarn from a laughing fellow-rover,
And quiet sleep and a sweet dream when the long trick’s over.

I moved away from Vancouver Island shortly after graduating. Unfortunately, I
had lost touch with Victor, but he was in my thoughts every time I sailed.

Andrea Pennells Faculty 1982-2012 Head of School 2000-2012
Victor and Hugh Brackenbury
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Memories of a very special man, mentor & teacher will be with me. Condolences
to the family and the school. Cheers Mr. Lironi.

Steven B. Read, Class of 1980
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alumni AWARDS

Joey Dahlstrom ‘91, Sarah Common ‘03, Andrew Higginson ‘03, Ian Gillespie,
Jaya Murthy ‘93 and David Burton ‘93

On Saturday, April 29th, 2017, during the 47th Annual
Brentwood Regatta weekend, over 160 alumni, faculty,
parents, and friends gathered in the Bunch Centre
for Performing Arts to honour three special Old
Brentonians. The Second Annual Awards Reception was
preceded by a curation of local wines and spirits from
around the Cowichan Valley, canapé pairings prepared
by Brentwood’s culinary team, and entertainment by
talented pianists Kyle van Wiltenburg (Rogers ‘17) and
Kimberly Scott (Allard ‘18). The afternoon was incredibly
memorable as we welcomed philanthropist, Sarah
Common (Gwynneth ‘03), activist, Jaya Murthy (Rogers
‘93), and Ian Gillespie accepting an award on behalf
of his uncle, Alastair Gillespie (Class of 1941), Wartime
Naval Officer, entrepreneur, cabinet minister, and Officer
of the Order of Canada.

2017 Honorees
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
Recognizes an Old Brentonian for distinguished lifetime career achievements
and /or contributions to community through service.

Alastair Gillespie

(CLASS OF 1941)

Following four exceptional years at Brentwood, Alastair Gillespie served as a wartime
naval officer (a fighter pilot in the Fleet Air Arm) for four years, and then proceeded
to McGill and Oxford (on a Rhodes Scholarship) and later, the University of Toronto’s
Business School. These experiences helped prepare him for stellar careers in both
business and public service.
In 1950, Alastair started with Toronto-based W.J. Gage & Company Limited, moving up
rapidly to Vice President and a Director. Simultaneously he taught marketing courses
at U. of T.’s Business School, and started an automatic vending company on the side.
Thirteen years later he joined the conglomerate Canadian Corporate Management
Limited as Vice-President and served as the President of several of its operating
subsidiaries.
In 1968, Alastair was elected to the House of Commons in the first Trudeau government. Re-elected in the general elections
of 1972 and 1974, he served for eight years in all three of Pierre Trudeau’s cabinets; in 1971, as the first Minister of Science and
Technology; from 1972 to 1975 as the Minister of Industry, Trade and Commerce, and from 1975 to 1979 as Minister of Energy,
Mines and Resources. He returned to business in 1980 as Chairman of the brewer, Carling O’Keefe Limited, Chairman of the
National Westminster Bank of Canada, and Chairman of Scotia Coal Synfuels consortium. He also founded Scotia Synfuels
Limited to buy and rehabilitate the former Gulf Oil Refinery at Point Tupper, Nova Scotia.
As a retirement project, he became a co-owner of Creemore Springs Brewery Ltd. in Creemore, Ont for several years. He
also served as a Director on a number of other commercial, public and private corporations, as President of the Canadian
Opera Company and as a Director of a number of not-for-profit community enterprises. In 1999, Alastair Gillespie was
appointed an Officer of the Order of Canada.
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OUTSTANDING BRENTONIAN AWARD
Honours an Old Brentonian for outstanding career achievements and/or for service to society as a whole.

Jaya Murthy (ROGERS 1993)
After completing Bachelors and Master’s degrees in Communications at Carleton and
McGill, respectively, Jaya began an international humanitarian career in 2002 working
with a local NGO to promote local language literacy in rural, deprived communities of
Ghana. In 2003, with an International NGO, Jaya prepared the persecution claims of atrisk Liberian and Sierra Leonean refugees from various countries of asylum across West
Africa for resettlement to the USA. From 2004-06, with the UN High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) in eastern Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), Jaya was responsible
for the repatriation of Rwandan and Burundian refugees who fled the aftermath of the
1994 Rwandan genocide and 1990s Burundian civil war, respectively, back to their home
countries.
As part of the roll-out of UN-led humanitarian reforms, in 2006-07 Jaya co-lead the
Protection Cluster in South Kivu province, eastern DRC, with UNHCR, to develop measures that would better protect
vulnerable civilians from predatory armed groups. Jaya then went on to service as UNICEF’s Spokesperson in eastern DRC
(2007-09), publicly advocating for international support for Congolese children in acute need during multiple conflict-driven
internal displacement crises. Based in Baghdad from 2009-13, Jaya then served as UNICEF Iraq’s Chief of Communication
where he advocated with the Government of Iraq and other key stakeholders to focus their investments on the most
marginalized children across Iraq, as well as mobilized support for an influx of Syrian refugee children into northern Iraq.
In late 2011, Jaya served as UNICEF’s acting Chief of Communication in Somalia where he managed UNICEF’s
communications during the 2011 Somalia famine. Jaya has been serving as the Chief of Communication and Strategic
Partnerships for UNICEF in Uganda since October 2013, where he is galvanizing stakeholders from Government, the private
sector, media, civil society, and faith-based organizations to increase investments in Uganda’s most deprived children.
He is currently executing a communication strategy to mobilize support that will enhance UNICEF’s response to the more
than 2,000 South Sudanese refugees who are arriving in Uganda every day. In 2012, Jaya was a recipient of the Queen
Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee medal which was awarded to honour significant contributions and achievements by Canadians.

EXTRAORDINARY YOUNG BRENTONIAN
Honours an Old Brentonian, 30 years of age or younger, for significant career achievements or service.

Sarah Common (GWYNETH 2003)
Sarah is a support worker, beekeeper, and gardener in the Downtown Eastside of
Vancouver (DTES). With a BSc in Agriculture from UBC, specializing in Land & Food
Systems, and Global Resources, she has developed a passion for fostering vibrant and
healthy community through empowerment and education and believes in the profound
impact of connecting individuals and communities to their land, food, and spirit.
Sarah has been working and building relationships in the DTES community since 2006.
In 2012, she co-founded Hives for Humanity Society, alongside her mother, Julia, in
response to a gap she saw in opportunities for connection to nature, to community, and to
meaningful work for DTES residents. She has coordinated partnerships between a variety
of organizations and businesses, developing programming that builds self-worth and
community pride.
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save the date!
Registration Now Open!
RSVP on Brentwood’s Website OR on Brentonian Connect

10.24.17 | Seattle Reception
Hosted by John Allpress &
Crystal Lenarcic
SEATTLE TENNIS CLUB

NOVEMBER 2017
11.02.17 | Toronto Young

11.06.17 | Ottawa Young

11.22.17 | Vancouver

Hosted by Rick Rodrigues
THE 3 BREWERS PUB

Hosted by Rick Rodrigues
THE FOX & FEATHER

Hosted by John Allpress
THE KEG - ALBERNI STREET

Alumni Pub Night

Alumni Pub Night

Networking Reception

brentwood.bc.ca | brentwoodconnect.bc.ca

Old Brentonians are welcomed back to campus for a fun-filled weekend reliving your favourite
Brentwood memories! All alumni are welcome to attend as we celebrate milestone reunions for the
classes of 1968, 1973, 1978, 1983, 1988, 1993, 1998, 2003, and 2008.

GORGEOUS WATERFRONT CAMPUS | GOURMET FOOD
DORM ACCOMMODATIONS (just like old times!) | CHILDCARE AVAILABLE
& FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY!
Plenty of activities including rowing, kayaking,
stand-up paddle boarding, oceanfront yoga, tennis,
lawn games, wine tastings, and of course storytelling!

JANUARY 2018
01.25.18 | Victoria

Reception

Hosted by Brentwood Faculty
SHAUGHNESSY ROOM
EMPRESS HOTEL

APRIL 2018
04.01.18 | Tokyo

04.03.18 | Taipei

04.05.18 | Hong Kong

04.28.18 | Regatta Alumni

Hosted by John Allpress &
Bud Patel
LOCATION TBD

Hosted by John Allpress &
Bud Patel
WESTIN HOTEL

Hosted by John Allpress &
Bud Patel
CONRAD HOTEL

BRENTWOOD COLLEGE
SCHOOL CAMPUS

Reception

Reception

Reception

Reception & Alumni
Awards

JUNE 2018
06.04.18 | Toronto

06.29.18-07.01.18 | Alumni

Hosted by John Allpress &
Bud Patel
LOCATION TBD

BRENTWOOD COLLEGE
SCHOOL CAMPUS

Reception

Reunion Weekend

CHECK THE ALUMNI WEBPAGE FOR MORE EVENT INFORMATION
www.brentwood.bc.ca/alumni/events
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alumnievents

REUNION 2018

OCTOBER 2017
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interhouse COMPETITION

2016-17 Final Interhouse Competition Results
1 | Ellis / Mack 233
2 | Privett / Hope 230
3 | Rogers / Allard 228
4 | Whittall / Alex 226

CELEBRATING

philanthropy

message from the

message from the

Governor, Chair Advancement Committee

Chair, Brentwood College Foundation

Brentwood Board of Governors
of Brentwood’s new Athletic Centre
in 2018 all the more noteworthy. It
is difficult to find adequate words to
convey appreciation to everyone
who has made this landmark project
an impending reality. Thank you!

This Brentonian Magazine is dedicated
to all named in the following pages
as we celebrate the culture of
philanthropy that continues to
profoundly influence Brentwood.
It may be difficult for many who are
relatively new to the Brentwood
family to appreciate the full extent
of campus development.
All that has been accomplished over
the past 15 years, makes the addition
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Once again, Brentwood’s Annual
Giving Campaign underpins the
commitment of major donors.
This year the collective outcome of
$664,000 in itself constitutes a major
gift, but also adds great momentum.
Gifts designated to a multitude of
areas of special interest provide
fabulous support for programs and
students needing financial assistance.
I am humbled and very grateful for
the support that has contributed
to the success of Brentwood’s
2017 Annual Giving Campaign.

As I contrast the Brentwood
experience of my daughter’s Class of
2017 with that of my own Class of 1982,
it represents transformative progress
that would have been unimaginable
35 years ago. Simply stated, it is
remarkable. In large measure, the
commitment, loyalty and generosity of
those named in the following pages
have made this possible. On behalf
of the Governors and all members
of the Brentwood family, thank you!

John McNeill

Whittall, ‘82
GOVERNOR, CHAIR
ADVANCEMENT COMMITTEE

Foundation Trustees

Great progress has been made to
keep Brentwood accessible to a
diverse range of worthy students,
while also maintaining the necessary
focus on building facilities. In 2000,
the Governors established a vision
for a $20M endowment by 2020,
which at the time seemed bold and
unreachable. To the great credit of the
Brentwood Family, this endowment
now sits at $15.1M and provides a
source of funds for financial assistance
each year. With heartfelt thanks, I
acknowledge everyone who has
contributed to this progress, all who
established these funds, and those in
2017 who directed their Annual Giving
towards one of these initiatives.

Following the lead of preceding
classes, the parents of the Class of
2017 supported the fundraising of the
graduates themselves to exceed their
$100,000 goal. I want to thank the
parents of the Class of 2017 for rallying
behind this initiative and directing their
Annual Giving to endowing the Class
of 2017 Bursary Fund which will each
year provide financial assistance to a
worthy student.
Over the course of the past decade,
10% Brentwood’s endowment, which
is managed within the Brentwood
Foundation, offsets the cost of
running programs. Boat Funds, which
now exceed $680,000, purchase
new equipment for the Rowing Club
every year. The Technical Theatre
Fund provides upgrades in the
Bunch Centre which supports all our
performing artists. For the first time
revenue from our $1M Learning Centre
Endowment is providing the funds to
resource the Learning Centre. These
funds remove annual expenses from
fee revenue and I am very grateful to

those who have established these
endowments and to all who continue
to build on these initiatives through
their Annual Giving.
Every year, and 2017 was no exception,
the Brentwood Foundation receives
Legacy Gifts through estate bequests.
I want to thank everyone who has
made a provision for Brentwood in
their will or named Brentwood as the
beneficiary of a life insurance policy.
Your gift in years ahead will contribute
to making a profound difference to
future Brentonians. Established Legacy
Gifts are doing just that in 2017-18.
Many acknowledged in these donor
lists have played a role in establishing
the Brentwood’s endowment.
Thank you for your vision and your
unwavering focus on the essential role
of the Brentwood Foundation.
De Manu in Manum

Kip Woodward

Senior, ’74
CHAIR, BRENTWOOD COLLEGE FOUNDATION
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Advancement Team Update

2017 Grad Class Bursary Fund

Chris Spicer, Director of Advancement
John Allpress arrived at Brentwood in
1980 as a faculty member and coach.
Lara MacDonald arrived in 1999 to
assume the first staff role to focus on
Old Brentonians and wider school
philanthropy. In 2000, Lara and John
combined forces to form the School’s
first staff Advancement team. Over
the next seventeen years, these two
dynamic individuals threw every ounce
of their energy into building an evergrowing group of committed Brentwood
donors. During this time, the campus
expanded, new facilities were built,
Annual Giving grew, the Brentwood
Foundation invested our ever-increasing
endowment funds, and most importantly
relationships were attended to and
well stewarded. John and Lara proved
to be a professional, ethical, focused,
and successful team. However, time
passes and teams change. Lara has
now departed for a new position and it
is fair to say that Brentwood’s loss is the
Victoria Conservatory of Music’s gain.
Elsewhere in this publication, you will
read more about Lara and her immense
contribution to Brentwood.
The Brentwood Advancement Team
now consists of John Allpress in the role

John Allpress
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of Executive Director, with Director of
Advancement, Chris Spicer, Manager
of Annual Giving, Tracy Arden, and
Advancement Assistant, Michelle Pace.
Director of Advancement, Chris Spicer
began his career in philanthropic work
in 1992. He has worked continuously
in this field with independent schools
and sports organizations in both staff
and consulting roles. Family has always
been the key focus in Chris’ life. He and
his wife Alex, have three grown sons
and two grandchildren. Chris continues
to thrive in the fundraising field and
feels extremely fortunate to come to
Brentwood College School to carry on
growing the legacy of the tremendous
contributions made by John and Lara on
advancement at the School.
Tracy joined the team in May of this year
as the Manager, Annual Giving. She
is well versed in both the art and the
science of fundraising. She comes to
Brentwood from the position as Director
of Development & Alumni Relations at
Queen Margaret’s School. Her career
has taken her from working in a Toronto
law firm to Vancouver Island University,
Royal Roads University, the University of
Victoria, and to QMS. Tracy lives in the

Chris Spicer

Cowichan Valley with husband Glenn
and dog Bella. Their daughter Annie is
in her third year of an Honours Criminal
Justice & Public Policy degree at the
University of Guelph. Tracy is a great fit
for Brentwood and brings her energy
and passion for this work as well as a joy
in relationship-building and fundraising
to the team.
Michelle Pace has been working
at Brentwood for three years in
Admissions, in Reception and most
recently in Facilities. Michelle joined
the Advancement Team in September
2017 to manage our database and
provide essential support for the team.
Prior to joining the Brentwood family,
Michelle spent several years working in
the hospitality industry, including seven
years at Merridale Cidery where she
worked in all aspects of the operation.
Michelle, her husband Grant, and
daughter Ciarra live in Shawnigan Lake
with their two BIG dogs and one cat.
Since moving to Vancouver Island from
Southern Alberta in 1999, Michelle and
her family enjoy hiking, paddle boarding,
and camping. Michelle is an avid reader
and enjoys reading anything she can get
her hands on.

Tracy Arden

Michelle Pace

Building The Grad Class Bursary
Fund became a focus for many 2017
graduation class families and the 2017
Graduation Class. Contributions flowed

Grad Class President Olivia Bass
with Clayton Johnston

in over the course of the year, and in the
end, over 40 families participated and
successfully surpassed their target of
$100,000. The Grade Twelve class were

among the major donors to this fund
with their contributions culminating in
the presentation of $10,000 at Closing
Ceremonies. This sum has been
permanently vested with the Brentwood
Foundation with the interest supporting
a Brentwood student each year. The
Grad Class of 2017 Bursary will change
the life of a student – every year and in
perpetuity.
Brentwood is committed to steady
growth in our endowment that will
increasingly support deserving students
in their wish to attend the School while
also ensuring student diversity in our
school family.
For information on how you can
support the 2018 Grad Class Bursary
Endowment or any other Brentwood
giving initiative, please contact Chris
Spicer, Director of Advancement at
chris.spicer@brentwood.bc.ca or
Tracy Arden, Manager. Annual Giving at
tracy.arden@brentwood.bc.ca

Volunteer Tea
At Brentwood College School, we are fortunate to have a
parent body so willing to assist the School in countless ways.
Our volunteers commit to everything from wreath making,
doing make-up for the Musical, launching boats at the
Regatta, to serving as guest speakers in classrooms, hosting
students over mid-term breaks, helping chaperone for school
events, and much more. Our parents are always there to
participate in elevating the student experience and to lend
support. We are truly grateful and humbled to have such a
supportive Brentwood Family. Our school is a better place
with your participation!
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Annual Giving: By the Numbers

The Impact of Giving: 2016-17

Our donors have made a huge impact for the students that attend Brentwood now and those that will attend in the future. The Annual
Giving campaign is a valuable initiative that helps the School provide opportunities for program excellence beyond the capacity of
fees. We are grateful to the Brentwood Family supporters who have made financial contributions and gifts-in-kind to our School in
2016-17. Thank you for the part you play in supporting our vision to continue building a strong culture of philanthropy.
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100,000
2017 GRAD CLASS ENDOWMENT
TARGET: ACHIEVED!
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N T H LY D

OF DONATIONS
WERE MADE ONLINE

Bandwidth Upgrade
The entire Brentwood Family can better access
media across the Internet. Our new solution
allows any student to watch TV and interact
with rich media. Before this upgrade, many
students indicated that they required better
access for school-related projects.

RS

ANNUAL GIVING TOTAL 2016/17

Significant upgrades, including new carpets, walls, and
windows have transformed the east side of the Ross
Building into a learning space supporting numerous
collaborative work spaces and reading areas. New purpose
built furniture allows comfortable areas for students to
study. The new windows create a bright, inviting, and
contemporary vibe to the space

NO

664,174

Learning Centre Upgrades

O

Turf Field Equipment
The purchase of turf field equipment including an aerator,
top-dresser, and over seeder is a huge asset to the School
in time and resources. This new equipment will not only
provide a superb playing surface for athletic programming
and student athletes but will also extend the playing
season.

New 28 Passenger Buses
Our two new 28-passenger school buses will help
transport our students to 99 academic, 56 arts and
731 athletic outings each year!
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Your Generosity
Cumulative gifts are recognized below. On behalf of all who study or work on this magnificent campus, we acknowlege the
remarkable generosity of those who have advanced our school. Thank you!

Wayfinders - Double Torch
($2,000,000.00 + )
Art and Mary Jane Crooks
Patrick and Beryl Campbell
Charitable Trust

Wayfinders
($1,000,000.00 + )

David Aisenstat (1974)
Allard Foundation & Highbury
Foundation
Edmonton Community Foundation
- Eldon and Anne Foote Fund
Pip (1941) and Catherine Holmes
George (1964) and Karen Killy
Millie Livingston
Woody and Sherrill MacLaren
Duncan and Verda McNeill

Founders’ Council
($500,000.00 + )

Audain Foundation for the Visual
Arts
Alan and Kitty Brownlee
Tom Heathcott and Linda Southern
Heathcott
Jin Liu and Lucy Ye
David W.G. Mackenzie (1969)
Mark (1979) and Suzanne McNeill
Tony Novak
Bruce Saville and Kennedy Saville
(2003)
8 Founders’ Council

Leaders’ Council
($250,000.00 + )

Charles Dickey and Sheila WyckoffDickey
Juniper Foundation
Michael and Donna Kanovsky
Peter and Julienne Kuttel
Eric Lin and Mei-Ling Lin Shu
Sheng Dong Liu and Li Mei Jiang
Shoji and Akiko Maeda
Ron and Karen McNeil
Doug and Karen McNeill
John Watson
Calvin Xin
1 Anonymous
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Governors’ Council
($100,000.00 + )

David Asper (1977)
Daniel and Jenny Bester
Ken (1969) and Bonny Black
John and Trish Cosulich
Atholl and Deirdre Cropper
Vern and Sherri Fauth
Fred and Heather Gallagher
Marty and Dennine Giles
Erin (Smith, 1987) and David Hardy
Nicola and Andrew Hersant
David Hollands and Carol Prantner
Sandor Horvath
Jarvis Family
Dale and Bronwen Lapointe
Betty Li
Lauchlin A. Lyons (1981)
Verne and Betty Lyons
Rod (1980) & Marilyn MacDonald
John and Lynn Madigan
Kyosuke and Junko Maeda
Bill and Gail McCormick
Chip and Molly Meredith
Lynne Ogilvie
Yuriy and Lyubov Pak
J. Ward Phillips Family
Andrew and Lynn Purdey
John L. Queen
Diana Rahme
Colin P. Rutherford
Ian and Marguerite Sisett
Mrs. Gordon T. Southam
Patrick Stewart
Turyk-Bingham Family
Vancity
Vancouver Foundation
Dick (1940) and Lyn Whittall
Peter and Alice Wong
Gerry and Elaine Wood
Woodward Family
Kip Woodward (1974)
John, Kris and Tim (1997) Yewchuk
4 Anonymous

Head’s Circle
($50,000.00 + )

Robert and Heather Brink

Kathey Bryan (1982)
Ruth and Roly Bull
Jae-Sik Cha and Eun Ju Kim
Robin K.W. Chan (1995) and Renee
Y.L. Chan (2002)
Alison (Williams, 1977) and Steve
Denure
Linda Dutcyvich Family
Lynn and Rhys Eyton
Ken Fok and Fanny Siu
Alastair Gillespie (1941)
Doug and Sharyn Higginson
Hull Family
Brian (1967) and Jill Kenning
Sara and Edward Kozel
Geon Lee and Hye Young Choi
Judson (1985) & Diane Macor
Mike Maxwell-Smith (1979)
Leona McKillop
McLernon Family and Colliers
International
Earle and Janice O’Born
Peter and Linda Oluk
Jack and Jane Pau
Andrea and Gerry Pennells
Edward Pitoniak and Kate Barber
John (1932) and Barbara Poole
Family
Norman Redcliffe
Forrest Rogers Family
Rosegarten - Horowitz Fund
Jennifer Sheldon
Gwenny So
Kevin Stashin and Silvana Quintieri
Stashin
Mike and Barb Stone
Ralph Jr. and Catherine Thrall
Katherine and Raymond Tong
Victoria Foundation
Cedric Walker (1924)
Jayson Woodbridge and Helen
Mawson
2 Anonymous

Patrons’ Circle
($25,000.00 + )

Allpress Family
Kris and Sharlene Anderson
Mike and Karen Bergin

Trevor and Amanda Boquist
Jean and Gil Bunch
Dwayne and Adeen Bunning
Bruce Carlson (1964)
Chris and Monica Chan
Tai-Liang and Hsiu Hsia Chen
Judy Davis
Donna and Bob Decker
Bill, Helen, John and Michael
Fitzpatrick
Norm and Pat Francis
Brock Harris (1993)
Jim and Stacey Hildebrandt
Blair Horn (1979)
Yuquo Kawasaki
Dianne and Irving Kipnes
Foundation
Dick Koetsier (1984)
Betty and Leo Krysa
Trish Labuda
Paul Lacterman (1971)
Bert and Matty Lang
Brian Lee (1996)
Frank and Louisa Lee
Hae June Lim and Youn Sook Kim
Paul Liu and Shining Chen
Robert Madigan
McLean Foundation
John (1982) and Marie McNeill
Bruce McPhee
Ted and Judy Mills
David and Gretchen Mitchell
Doug Morcom
Jeff Murton and Kathryn Adrian
Keishi and Yoshiko Okuma
Lillian and Leroy Page Foundation
Soonchun Park and Kyungmi Kim
Rick and Velisha Paskuski
Neal and Karen (Middleton, 1981)
Pirie
Pirie Foundation
John (1944) and Margaret Pitts
Bill and Marian Ross
David Schneider Family
Peter and Indré Semogas
Robert Siceloff
Andries and Twiny Smit
Kathy Staples (1982)

Dick and Hope Stroble
Tim (1981) and Suzy (Ostensoe, 1983)
Tokarsky
Rene and Karin Van Haren
Nancy Van Laeken
Simon Vermegen
Peter and Sue Wagener
Samara Walbohm (1989) and Joe
Shlesinger
Jack and Bev Wallace
Peeter and Mary Wesik
Biff and Dianne Wheeler
Stuart and Corinne Wolfe
Maw J. Yang
Je-Uk Yeon and Jung-Ae Lee
Chih-Chen and Li-Wen Yu
Rong-Lih (Kevin) and Wen-Tzu Li
(Sandy) Yu
Shung-Hsiung Yu
Diane and Peter Zell
Weimin Zhang
7 Anonymous

Brentonians’ Circle
($10,000.00 + )

Howard Addison
Bruce and Jeannie Alexander
Gordon Allan and family
Sheila and Kirk Bailey
Art and Carole Barber
Barnes Family
Ernie and Jean Beaudin
Ray and Christine Beaulieu
John and Barbara Beddome
Stephen and Kathy Bellringer
Shannon and Andrew Boddy
Jo and Shirley Briggs
John and Marg Briggs, Colin (1992)
and Shaun (1993) Briggs
Gary and Catherine Briggs
Brian and Liz Brown
John E. Buck (1932)
Florence V Burden Foundation
Ik Sung Byeun and Eun Suk Shin
Cable Family
Bill Callin
Candy Family
Stephanie Carlson
John and Jennifer Carr
R. Paul Castner
Alan Chan
Peter and Diane Chan
Chao-Jung and Hsiao-Ming Chang
Ollive and Hannah Cheng
John M. Chen-Wing
Leon Cheung

Miles and Gwen Clyne
Russ and Ellen Cmolik
Drew and Jodi Craig
Don Danard
John (1984) and Sandra Davis
Anne-Marie Decore
Dejan and Vida Dordevich
Paul and Cathy Douglas
Martin Duffy (1989)
Sandy (Sheckter, 1985) and Gabriel
Eckenstein
Kasane Edmunds (2015)
Jack and Sheri Edson
Marius (1977) and Andrea Felix
Harry and Sandy Ford
Craig and Cindy Francis
Robin and Jessie French
Curtis Garland
Rita Gausman
Marie Genest
Genge Family
Grant (1981) and Beth (Newton,1983)
Gillies
Adam Gray (1992)
Steven Hammerschlag and Debra
Reynolds
David (1980) and Brette Hampton
Ellen Hansen
Isobel and Sandy Hardie
Linda Hardy
Hatch Family
Don and Natalie Hatton
Gary and Su Yuan Ho
Stephen Ho and Susan Lee
Yong Ho and Mi Jeong Kim
John Hockin and Leith Barry
Pemberton Holmes Ltd.
John Holt (1982)
Kathryn Holt
Andrew (1991) and Lara Housser
Jane and Mark Jackson
Delia Jampel and John Frank
John C. Kerr Family Foundation
Bette Johns
Clayton and Kate Johnston
Brian and Janine Jones
John and Maria Kavanagh
K. Kartushyn and P. Keele
John and Barb Keirle
Dennis King and Jackie Brumfield
E.W. Kneeland
Kevin and Doris Kuo
Stephen and Ruth Laird
Polly Lau and John Wherry
Judy and Nathan Laufer in honour of
Andrew Laufer

Silken Laumann
Leighton Family
Craig Lightheart (1973)
Hank Lin and Jessie Hsu
Kevin and Ann Love
Bob and Barbara Lynch
Rob and Lesley Mackay
John Mackie and Kate Ecker
Sayuri Maeda
Imtiaz and Shahinool Manji
Kenna Creer Manos
Kyle Marsh (1978)
Joann Martin
Peter Mathieson
Steven and Vickie Mavromihalis
Anthony and Susan Mazzarella
Ralph and Ann McClellan
Liam McGowan
Bill and Ruth McIntosh
Robert McLennan
Bruce Milne
Dennis and Kathy Molnar
Bill (1965) and Barbara Morkill
Mike (1977) and Karen Murkowski
Joan Neil
Hyung Sun Park and Mi Sook Lim
Bud and Wendy Patel
Grant and Tara Paulson
Stef (Deunert, 1987) and Jeff (1985)
Philipp
Dan and Gail Philippson
Frances Plaunt
Christopher and Tara Poseley
Raffin Family Supporting Foundation
of the Jewish Community
Endowment Fund
Harry and Anne Range
Ratzke Family
Raymond James Canada Foundation
Lloyd and Treacy Reddington
Blake and Nicky Richardson
Ed and Betsy Richardson
Dave Rinning and Margaret Morgan
Ashley Robbins
Charles Ruigrok and Jacqueline
Pater
Chris Schmelzle
Bryan (1967) and Patti ScottMoncrieff
Dong-Pyo Seo and Hyung Soon Park
Sheila Serup (1977)
Kyung-Rok Seung
Emily Koetsier Seville (1979)
Mary Margaret and David Shaw
Linda Side and Jim Munro
Cori Simms and Gary Last

Kevin Skinner (1977)
Richard (1974) and Shannon Tanner
Colin Tassin
Hunter Family Foundation
Tammie (Morrison, 1979) and Tony
Toriglia
Eddie Tsai (1985)
Thomas and Anna Tsui
Terry and Jill Ukrainec
Asahi and Yuiko Uno
Dwaine Van Eeuwen (1973)
Maury and Barbara Van Vliet
Tina, Vik and Tara Vasvani
Grant Weaver (1965)
Dr. Kuo-liang Wei
Fred and Judith Welsh
William and Jadeene Wheaton
Betty White
Bill and Marion Wiese
Darcy Will
Janet Will
Jean-Marie and Lisa Wilson
John and Leslie Wilson
Ashley and Melinda Witts
Courtenay Wolfe (1990)
Benjamin Wong
Te Heng Wu
Paul and Priscilla Yip
Yasuo and Hiromi Yoneya
Young Family
Philip Yuen and Shirley Chen
9 Anonymous

Torch Society
($5,000.00 + )

George and Avril Abakhan
Bruce Abel (1982)
Don and Lois Abel
Joan Anderson
Robert Angle and Muriel GuillaumeAngle
Jenica Ashlie
Assaly Family
Doug Bate (1968)
Beverley Bauche
Steve Bejanski
Mike Best
Murray, Kathryn and Carra Bowes
Jim and Jenny Broere
Michael Brown (2002)
Brian (1980) and Leslie Carr
Brent and Clare Carson
Rhonda and Kirk Caza
Todd and Suzanne Chuckry
Eric Clarke
Jason Classon (1993)
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Joseph and Frances Cohen
Rod and Fusako Constable
Corkal Family
Steve and Sheila Cowie
Shelley and Paul Crawford
Morgan Crooks (1994)
Wade Davis
Carol Denny and David Jiles
Robert Dixon (1994)
Giada Dobrzensky del Drago
John and Ann Dufton
David Dutcyvich
Odd and Gisela Edstrand
Murray and Carol (McPhee, 1978) Erickson
Craig and Jane Ewashko
John Eymann
Haig and Mary Farris
Gottfried and Anke Fischer
Patty Fischer
Karen Flavelle and Jamie McTavish
Ruth Flynn
Scott Frandsen (1998) and RBC
Terry and Kate Freeman
Rita Fung
Will Gaherty
Brian Genge (1970)
Catherine Gibbons and Rebecca (1999) Kinkead
GFS Gordon Food Service
Andrew Gillespie (1942)
Nicholas and Julia Glass
William and Lois Harn
Dr. Edward Harvey and Dr. Lorna Marsden
Stephen Hayne (1979)
Tom and Ann Hennessy
Ira Hess-Weller
Norman Hildes-Heim
Tina Hittenberger and Lauren Selman (2003)
Fraser Hodge and Wendy Baker
Dave Holland and Lynn Shaw
Richard and Susan Holmes
Doug Homer-Dixon (1944)
Gary and Jutta Hughes
Michael Hummel
Michael and Donna Hutchison
Byoung-Chul Hyun and Hye Jung Won
Bill and Marley Illerbrun
Bryce Jenner
Yun Keoun Jeong and Oak Lan Kim
Bill and Jessica Jesse
Sarah Hall and Derek Jonson
John and Heather Kahan
Ron Kelly and Margot Hillman
Jim and Janet Kennedy
Jong-Won Kim
Tae Sik Kim

76 : THE BRENTONIAN : 2017

Woong-Seub and Hwang Yeun Kim
Larry and Lisa Konopski
Walter and Karen Kosteckyj
Marina Kushnir
Blaine and Irene LaBonte
Jennifer Law and William Lancashire
Bill and Denny Lang
Karen and Perry LaVallee
Brent Lee
Lijia Li and Ximing Jiao
Eduardo and Sheila Libin
Greg and Marilyn Mack
Michelle MacLaren (1982)
Robert and Carol Manning
Dale (1978) and Colleen Martin
Scott Matheson (1979)
Ross and Donna Mathewson
Yoshihito and Michico Matsuda
Ean and Pat Maxwell
Heather McBride
Don McBride (1977)
Graeme and Patty McCauley
Lara and Bob McDonald
Judy McKinney
Vern and Sandra McShane
Tony Medina
Paul and Suzanne Merriman
Stanley A. Milner
Ivan and Arunya Mindlin
Jim and Jean Moore
David and Carol Morrison
Stephanie Mulvey and Chris Browne
Kelly (Marsh, 1976) and Bill Nielsen
Dan O’Brien
John O’Brien-Bell
Harold and Diana Oliver
Joan and Dave Park
Jerry Parks and Bonny O’Connor
Lorna Paterson
Brian and Jo Anne Pavlis
N.S. Pawliuk & Son Contracting Ltd.
Laurie (Rutherford) Pederson (1973)
Daniel and Trudy Pekarsky
Jim and Sandra Perry
Jim and Celia Pickles
Robert Pierce (1992)
Mairi Pigeon
Cara Gordon Potter
Nick Prowse
Roger and Gwynneth Purnell
Estate of Brent Rawlinson
Raz-Guzmán Family
Michael and Susan Reynolds
Bill and Helen Roach
Rick and Jennifer Rodrigues

Leslie and Susie Rudd
Robert and Shirley Salvail
Sheila Sandys-Wunsch
Peter Scarrow
Gary and Mary Schultz
Rosa and Klaus Schultz
Rob Scott and Mary Allen
Howard and Linda Shannon
Barb (Dyson) Sharpe (1978)
Derek Sharpe (1975)
Dan and Marnie Silbergeld
Simon Snellgrove
Tad and Jeanne Sommerville
Geunyoung Song and Soomyung Bhang
Nancy (Liden, 1976) and Stephen Sorensen
Don and Joan Stanley
Rob and Suzy Stephen
Judy Stewart
Skip (1967) and Judy Stothert
Charlie and Kwang Soon Suh
Ed and Shirley Szerze
Ralph A. Thrall (1981)
Tides Canada Foundation
Tim Topper and Mary Martin
Chien-Hua and Lin Mei Yun Tsai
Ming Tsai
Richard and Barbara Tsoi
David Uncles (2004) and Family
United Way of the Lower Mainland
Geoff Vale
Martin Van Keken
Chris Van Vliet (1981)
Neil and Miriam Vos
Hans Walbohm
Sheila Wappel-McLean
Edna Widenmaier
Alan and Brenda Williams
Mike and Julie Williams
Carol Woodward
Trish and Steve Yatauro
11 Anonymous

The Eldon and Anne Foote
Athletic Centre
Students returned from spring break in
March 2017 to find excavators at work,
a crew on site, and the construction
of Brentwood’s new Athletic Centre
underway. In response to the Edmonton
Community Foundation’s generous grant
from the Eldon and Anne Foote Fund,
as well as Anne Foote’s leadership and
commitment to sport and education,
Brentwood is delighted to announce that
this new facility will be named the Eldon
and Anne Foote Athletic Centre.
I want to take this opportunity to publically
acknowledge on behalf the Brentwood

Family the 25 major gift donors who
have collectively provided the Board of
Governors with the confidence to allow
this project to proceed.
Through the combination of architects’
renderings and photographs it is a
pleasure to provide a visual update
on progress and some insight into the
scope of this 65,000 sq. ft. project.
Ongoing construction photos and
further details on the Foote Athletic
Centre can be found on our website
at brentwood.bc.ca/athletics/athleticcentre-project

While construction proceeds, I am
working with our advancement team
to equip the Foote Athletic Centre with
items not included in the construction
budget: strength and conditioning
equipment, a sound system, score
boards, tip and roll bleachers and the
installation of the climbing wall. Annual
Giving provides all of us with the
opportunity to support the commitment
of donors who have taken the lead
on this project. Please join me in
participating as generously as you can.

John Allpress

DEPUTY HEAD - ADVANCEMENT

Top: Architectural Drawing of the Foote Athletic Centre
Left: A drone shot of the build process and site plan
Right: The progress so far (street view)
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Annual Giving 2016-2017
Thank you to our 2016-2017 donors! Listed below are the names of all those who have contributed to Brentwood in the period
from July 2016 to June 2017. Thank you for including Brentwood in your charitable giving this year. We are truly grateful.

Bronwyn Abbott (2002)
Remi Adelasoye and Nola
Remi-Adelasoye
Jonathan Aitken (1989)
Blain and Peggy Alexander
Jim and Jean Allan
The Allpress Family
Jack Allpress (2004)
Alofi Consultancy
Robyn Amiel
Dr. Rick Anderson and
Dr. Linda Kirsch

Mike and Karen Bergin

Paul Collis and Karen Handford

Peggy and Richard Elmes

Daniel and Jenny Bester

Andrea (McDonald) Common (1975)

Aida Al-Ansari

Emily Bieberdorf

Cooke Family

James Evans

Gary Birtwistle

Terry Cooke (1965)

Craig and Jane Ewashko

Shannon and Andrew Boddy

Luis and Mariangeles
Coria and Family

Lynn and Rhys Eyton

Peter Bontkes and Michelle Redfern
Maraina Lightly and Vahid Bossi
Tam Boyar (1997)
Brachet Family
John Braithwaite
Peter and Julia Brock

Charles Angle (2005)

Jim and Jenny Broere

Robert Angle and Muriel
Guillaume-Angle

Michael Brown (2002)

Robert and Jennifer Cormie
Steve and Sheila Cowie
Gillian Coy
Alex and Jodi Cristall
Art and Mary Jane Crooks
Hew (1986) and Kate Crooks
Morgan Crooks (1994)
Atholl and Deirdre Cropper

Rebecca and Chris Ford

Assaly Family

Jean Bunch

Michelle L. Atterby

Dennis Burdett

P.E. and Jos Frangou

Richard Attisha (1981)

Tom Burley (1973)

Chad Danard (1997) and
Jennifer Allard (1997)

Bola and Rema Ayodele

David (1993) and Danielle Burton

Sheila and Kirk Bailey

Geoff Butler (1973)

Brian M. Baird (1988)

Sara Cakebread

Jennifer T. Balme

Mike and Maggie Flynn
Christina and Jordan Foerster

Steve Forward and Elaine Read

John (1984) and Sandra Davis
Gord and Sally Deck

Blake and Robin Gage

Donna and Bob Decker

Will Gaherty

Bill Callin

Alison (Williams, 1977)
and Steve Denure

Wolfgang Gaisbichler

John and Kim Barakso

Kevin and Candice Campbell

Ruth Depew (1977)

Jim Ganley and Jill Napier

Barnes Family

Patrick and Beryl Campbell
Charitable Trust

Mario and Marianna DeSandoli

Rod Garbutt (1966)

Carey and Abby Desloges

Brian Genge (1970)

Robert Dixon (1994)

Marty and Dennine Giles

Giada Dobrzensky del Drago (1995)
Ronnie and Sharan Doman

Grant (1981) and Beth
(Newton,1983) Gillies

Martin Duffy (1989)

Eric Thor Gillund (1990)

Linda Dutcyvich Family

Harley and Karen Glesby and family

Edmonton Community Foundation

John and Kathy Grabher

Jack and Sheri Edson

Adam Gray (1992)

Bruce and Susan Edwards

Vincent Grey

Steve Bejanski
Andrew and Mariette Bell
Peter Benmore (1977)
Marco A. Bequer Hernandez
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John and Jennifer Carr
Rory Carr (1981)
Brent and Clare Carson
Rhonda and Kirk Caza
John M. Chen-Wing
Nick Chesterley (2006)

John and Supattra Guiney

Judith Harder (1977)

Brian Hawksworth (1971)

In memory of Colin Keen (1989)

Guy/Tsetsos Family

Erin (Smith, 1987) and David Hardy

Caroline Kenning (2003)

Doug Hagar (1977)

Derek Harkema (1966)

Tom Heathcott and Linda
Southern Heathcott

WHY I GIVE
Waking up at 5:00 am on
the Saturday of our 10-year
Brentwood reunion was no
accident. Something woke
me to make sure I didn’t miss
the beauty of the sunrise
as I looked out of my Allard
House dorm window at the
ocean. It was in this moment
that I felt an immense sense
of pride knowing that I had
the opportunity to attend this
amazing school.

Grayden and Sangita Flanagan

Frisch Family

Dr. Richard Bebb

Paul W. Jones

Jose and Laura Figueirinhas

Joey (Snyder) Dahlstrom
(1991) and Per Dahlstrom

Brian (1980) and Leslie Carr

Christine and Tom Harris

Drew (1986) and Nicole Ferrie

Alice Detwiler and Steven Buckley

Marny Beaton

Ellen Hansen

Lee Ferreira (1998)

Jenica Ashlie

Bruce Carlson (1964)

David Gross (1977)

Laura Ferreira

Beth Dahl

Owen and Polly Baylis

Patrick Johnston (2006)

Marius (1977) and Andrea Felix

Rick Brzezowski

Candy Family

Brock Harris (1993)

Benjamin Felix (2006)

Don Armitage and Lorraine Blake

Bryan and Tanya Bass

Betsy Hall-Findlay

Haig and Mary Farris

Tracy & Glenn Arden

Jesse Bartlett

Bruce Griffiths

Qingsheng Fang and Lishan Lin

Stephen Browne and
Sandra McManus

Keith Curtis and Krysta Atkin

EveryGiftCounts.

Ryan Gallagher (2003)

Karen Hedquist and
Terry Marshall
Tyler and Mandy Heisterman
Paul and Christine Helpard
Nola (Gregson, 1973)
and Tim Hendrie
Tom and Ann Hennessy
Hersant Family
Doug and Sharyn Higginson
Charlie Hill (1964)

George (1964) and Karen Killy
Paul Kleinschmidt
Arthur and Mariola Kloc in memory
of Raphael Kloc (1994)
Robert Kornfeld
David and Lisa Krasny
Megan Kuo
Kiichi Kurosu
Holley Kushniryk (1980)
Trish Labuda
Jennifer Law and William Lancashire

Reesa Hinks
John Hockin and Leith Barry
Mark Hodgson (1997)

Gordon Langer (1977)
Silken Laumann
Karen and Perry LaVallee

When I arrived at Brentwood
in Grade 10, I had zero selfconfidence, especially in my
academic abilities. Each year,
my confidence grew, thanks
to wonderful teachers like Mr. MacLean (I still maintain that he was
one of the greatest teachers I have ever had).

David Hollands and Carol Prantner

After three years at Brentwood, my self-confidence was restored.
After graduating from McGill University with a double major in
Political Science and Art History, I went on to the University of Calgary
and studied International Relations. I am currently working on my
Masters at the Norman Patterson School of International Affairs at
Carleton University specializing in International Economic Policy.

Sandor Horvath

Julian Lees

Andrew (1991) and Lara Housser

Pierre C. Leger

David Hudock (1977)

Leighton Family

Don Huestis and Ghislaine Lauzon

Dan (1985) and Cheri Lethin

Greg Hughes (1992)

Eduardo (1981) and Sheila Libin

None of this would have been possible without the confidence
that was instituted in me by the teachers and students alike
at Brentwood. The school showed me what I was capable of
accomplishing.

Hull Family

Rosemary Lindsay (1977)

Anne Jackson

Peter Litherland (1987)

Jane and Mark Jackson

Jin Liu and Lucy Ye

The work ethic and drive that is taught at Brentwood College
School is and will always be an invaluable tool. Belief in yourself in your own grit, drive, and determination — this is a fundamental
life skill that sets you up to succeed.

Sam Jackson (1977)

Millie Livingston

Jarvis Family

Raymond Loch

Bryce Jenner

Bonnie Loewen

Kim and Jitka Johannsen

John and Julie Luna

Surj and Colleen Johel

Andrea Ironside and Chris Lundy

John C. Kerr Family Foundation

Denise Lysejko

Clayton and Kate Johnston

Virginia and Parker MacCarthy

Brentwood signified a turning point in my life and for this reason
I have chosen to direct my annual donation to the Old Brentonian
Trust which will help provide support to a worthy student.
Alex Prieur (Allard, Class of 2007)

Cathy and David Holmes
Pemberton Holmes Ltd.
Serhiy Honcharov and
Nadiya Honcharova
Blair Horn (1979

)

Melinda and Chris Lavigne
Giselle Lawrence
Andrew and Lesley Layton
Brent Lee
Brian Lee (1996)

Al and Nancy MacConnachie
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Douglas MacFarlane

Ed and Cindy Neff

Megan Racher (1997) Paterson

David W.G. Mackenzie (1969)

Chris Nelson

Nidhi Raina

John Mackie and Kate Ecker
Michelle MacLaren (1982)
Robert Madigan
Eileen Mais
Kenna Creer Manos
Kittiwat Manosuthi
Dale (1978) and Colleen Martin
Jo Ann Martin

Edel Dromey and Rick Nelson
Don Nemeth
Grant R. Newfield
Phil Newns
Susan Ng
Dan Norman and Laura Richardson
Mateo Ocejo (1993)
Mike Ohman (1967)

Reeve and Judy Martin

Adaobi and Ayoola Olatunbosun

Scott Matheson (1979)

Koji Onishi

Steven and Vickie Mavromihalis

Yuriy and Lyubov Pak

Mike Maxwell-Smith (1979)

Alex and Allison Palmer

Joan and Brian May

Christopher Park (1992)

Redcliffe & Company
Alun Rees
Rebecca (Day, 1980) and
Bill Reynolds

Doug Ridenour

Liam and Marilou Sullivan

Richard Robertson

Fang Sun

Jayson Woodbridge and
Helen Mawson

Gavin Robinson (1977)

Neil and Rose Tanner

Kip Woodward (1974)

Rick and Jennifer Rodrigues

Tarasansombat Family

Connie and Mike Worth

Rick Rollins (1966)

Anette Tautz

Christopher Rumball and
Ruth Nicholson

Rob Taylor and Toni Egger

Andrew Wrenshall and
Sonja Jovanovic

Maureen and Kelly Thompson

Trish and Steve Yatauro

Zollmann Family

Tae Sik Yoon and Koo Seul Lee
Young Family

Fran Sloan Sainas

Tammie (Morrison, 1979)
and Tony Toriglia

Sheila Sandys-Wunsch

Vivian (Stillwell) Torres (1985)

Philip Yuen and Shirley Chen

Eddie Tsai (1985)

Rob Yuodelis (1977)

Jill and Terry Ukrainec

Diane and Peter Zell

Tobias and Ursula Ursprung

Anonymous - 41 donors

Lara and Bob McDonald

Jason and Stacy Paton

Liz McDougall

Brian and Jo Anne Pavlis

Scott and Rebecca McKay

Jack and Lana Pedersen

Bruce Saville and Kennedy
Saville (2003 )

Jane McKillop

Laurie (Rutherford) Pederson (1973)

Brad Schock (1978)

Leona McKillop

Josh Pekarsky (1985)

Gary and Mary Schultz

John (1982) and Marie McNeill

Gerry and Andrea Pennells

Scott Family

Lorri McPhee

Jim Perry

Michael Scott-Harston (1972)

Ian and Michelle McPherson

Tatiana Petrov

Murray Serjeant (1977)

Hugh McQuiston (1967)

Stef (Deunert, 1987) and
Jeff (1985) Philipp

Sheila Serup (1977)

Peter Moodie (1969)
Jim and Jean Moore
Erwin and Manuela Mueller
Connie Munro
Mike (1977) and Karen Murkowski
Scott Murray
Cheryl Murtland
Jillian Napier
Sean and Rachele Napier
Shawki Nasser El Dine
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Pirie Foundation
Edward Pitoniak and Kate Barber
Frances Plaunt
Edmund and Teresa Poon
Christopher and Tara Poseley
Cara Gordon Potter
Alexandra Prieur (2007)
Jill Purdy
Roger and Gwynneth Purnell
Susan Quinton
Warren Rabey (1977)

Ashley and Melinda Witts

D’Arcy Stuart (2004)

Bud and Wendy Patel

Bruce Mitchell and Carol Coxon

Mark Wismer and Ulrika Drevniok

Lauralee A. Richardson

Dave and Lisa McCarthy

Morgan Milward

Alan Stebing

Jean-Marie and Lisa Wilson

Mike and Barb Stone

Kirby and Susie Pasloske

Karen (Middleton, 1981)
and Neal Pirie

Brock Squire (1966)

Kelly Russell (1992)
Romano and Michela Sacchi

Tom and Shona Shadlock
Naama and Ishai Sharabi
David Shaw
Deanna Shaw
Jennifer Sheldon

Why We Give

Kevin and Karen Willsey

Steven and Dawn Richards

Michelle Mazzarella (2013)

James and Karolin Phillips

Chris Spicer

Janet Will

Meredith Stevenson (1992)

Christopher and Yulia Parks

Ted and Judy Mills

Patience Soyege

Darcy Will

Jonathan Rhodes (2001)

David Mayadas & Joy Ross-Mayadas

Rosana Melgarejo Gonzalez

Geunyoung Song and
Soomyung Bhang

Benjamin Wong (2016)
Dylan Wood (2007)
Gerry and Elaine Wood

We invest our time and energy in the things we believe in.
Supporting the structures and foundations that in turn support
our children is an easy decision. Pooling our modest monthly
contribution together with other Brentwood supporters is
another way to connect us to the Brentwood community
and Brentwood’s progressive philosophy of betterment and
community engagement.

Per & Joey Dahlstrom ‘91
Brentwood Parents and Old Brentonian

As we approached my daughter’s graduation from
Brentwood, investing in the School seemed an ideal way to
celebrate this important occasion. Brentwood has given her
so much. Giving to this amazing school as a way to enable
another student to attend this establishment, seemed a
suitable way to pay it forward. My daughter fully embraced
life at Brentwood. Its outstanding teachers stimulated her
desire to learn. Its sports programs matched her athletic
ambitions. Its extracurricular life was fun and rewarding. I
hope our gift will make a significant difference in the life of a
future student as Brentwood did for my daughter.

Rong-Lih (Kevin) Yu

Geoff Vale
Charles Vallejo (1996)
Marion Van Keken-Rietkerk
Chris (1981) and Rosalia Van Vliet
Robert van Wiltenburg

5-9 years of consecutive giving
10-14 years of consecutive giving

Vancouver Foundation

15-19 years of consecutive giving

Victoria Foundation

20+ years of consecutive giving

Lisa-Marie Vowk
James and Pamela Waddell

Branlin (2004) and Ashley Shockey

Samara Walbohm (1989)
and Joe Shlesinger

Cal and Ellen Shumiatcher

Jack and Bev Wallace

Tyler Siceloff (2007)

Patrick (1977) and Dianne Walter

Nolan Sisett (1994)

Harold Wardrop and Sharon Hall

Ryan Skardal

Louis Watson (1969)

James Smith (1988)

Wheaton Family Foundation

Kali Smith

Edna Widenmaier

Larry and Lynn Smith

Craig Wilkinson (1983)

Phil and Maraina Smith

David P. Wilkinson (1971)

Silken Laumann
Alum Parent, Kate Laumann-Wallace ‘17
I feel good about getting started on giving back to Brentwood.
It is something I should have started years ago. And to think
about how much that could have added up to for the School
I really feel like we both missed out on an opportunity. I feel
like this: everybody giving a modest and painless amount on a
regular ongoing basis would be a very big win for Brentwood
and the alumni. The alumni feel good about giving something.
They get to feel like they are taking care of the School that
took care of them. And it does not hurt to do so. I think we
don’t give back because we feel we need to give a large sum
and if we cannot do this it is not worth giving.
Get the message out that a thousand modest drops will fill the
bucket and it does not have to hurt.

Brian Baird ‘88
Old Brentonian
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FAVOURITE TEACHER(S):
Mr Martin
WHY?
He was always so supportive of everything I did. When
coaching field hockey or teaching social studies.

A LEGACY OF:

giving
Ian Scott Moncrief ‘66
Third Generation Donor

In 1923, a group of businessmen from Victoria decided to
donate their time and money
to create the first Brentwood
College near Brentwood Bay
on Vancouver Island. One of
them was my grandfather,
Dr. W. E. Scott-Moncrieff.
It was also in 1923 that my uncle and
father were two of the first students
enrolled.
The School operated from 1923 to
1947. Then tragedy struck and the
school burnt to the ground. Thirteen years passed until a young D.
D. Mckenzie appeared in the local
area and had a vision – the dream
to rebuild Brentwood College. In the
spring of 1961, D. D. mustered together
a group of twelve “Old Boys” to help
raise $100,000 to buy the old Queen
Alexandra Solarium which was, at the
time, vacant in Mill Bay. One of these
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Old Boys was my father, Louis ScottMoncrieff.
The crunch came a few days before the deal was to close and only
$90,000 of the $100,000 had been
collected. With the dream fading away,
my father decided to donate a further
$10,000 to close the purchase and
facilitate the rebirth of his school in its
current location. The next chapter of
the Brentwood College journey could
begin!
From the early 1960s to the present
day, many of Brentwood’s “second
generation” Old Boys and friends have
continued to hold regular reunions. In
fact, Brentwood was Canada’s first allboys boarding school to start integrating girls in 1972 – which means that
our Old Boys are now joined by Old
Girls as well. The former students and
friends of Brentwood have given generously over the years so that it could
grow into a world-class institution. It is
now one of the world’s leading private
schools, with over 500 students from

FUNNIEST BRENTWOOD MEMORY?
When Liz Bowen (my roommate in Grade 10) grabbed my
ankles every time I climbed down/up from the top bunk to
go to the bathroom in the middle of the night. I still can’t
have anyone touch my ankles.

ALUMNI Q&A
around the globe!
Donations are always required to
continue our school’s growth, and also
allow students to attend based on
their merit and intelligence. While my
family has a history of both attending
and assisting Brentwood, until recently, I had not been part of the donation
process. It seemed appropriate that it
is my turn to continue our family’s tradition. Now with my six children out on
their own, I am happy to kick off a new
level of support for Brentwood.
I realized that I had an old life insurance policy – good to 100 years – part
or all of which will be left as an endowment to Brentwood College School. It
is my hope that this idea of “Endowment Insurance Giving” will attract
former students, young and old, to
buy or leave insurance policies to help
Brentwood College School continue
its journey. For details on setting up
this type of giving, please contact
Chris Spicer, Director of Advancement,
or drop me a note at iansm@shaw.ca.

MICHELLE
KELSEY
ALEX ‘89

WHAT ARE YOU CURRENTLY DOING
(PROFESSIONALLY OR OTHERWISE)?
I started a nanny agency called Nannies on Call in 2001.
We are now in 5 cities across Canada. My goal was to
provide a premium service with only the most professional
nannies. We now work with families who are looking for
on call/babysitting, short term, part-time and full-time
nannies. Our clients are local families, A-list celebrities and
professional athletes.
DREAM JOB?
Entrepreneur. The ability to see something people want
and create it.
FAVOURITE CITY?
Vancouver, that’s why I live here. Skiing, hiking, biking,
kayaking, restaurants and mountain and ocean views
everywhere.
FAVOURITE PODCASTS?
Lewis Howes and Chris Guillebeau
WHAT WAS YOUR FAVOURITE CAFETERIA
MEAL BACK IN THE DAY?
The salad bar. I was a vegetarian when I was at Brentwood
and I don’t think I could have gotten through school
without that salad bar.
FAVOURITE MEAL NOW?
I still love a great salad bar.
WHAT WAS THE LAST NEW THING YOU TRIED?
Pulled jackfruit tacos - Blah!
WHO OR WHAT HAS BEEN THE BIGGEST INFLUENCE
ON YOUR LIFE TO DATE?
My dad.
FAVOURITE INSTAGRAM ACCOUNT?
Goats of Anarchy. Who doesn’t love
rescued baby goats!
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THE

storyteller
Wade Davis

(in conversation with Ian McPherson)

Professor of Anthropology

Brentwood has many notable alumni, amongst them is Dr.
Wade Davis, Class of 1971. An anthropologist, ethnobotanist,
author, and photographer whose work has focused on worldwide indigenous cultures, Dr. Davis came to prominence with
his 1985 best-selling book The Serpent and the Rainbow about
the zombies of Haiti.

Wade Davis with Arhuaco friends on the beach near the mouth of the Río Don Diego,
Colombia 2017. Photo by Fernando Cano
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He is a Professor of Anthropology and the BC Leadership Chair in Cultures and Ecosystems at Risk at the University of British Columbia. Between 1999 and 2013 he served
as Explorer-in-Residence at the National Geographic Society and was named as one
of the Explorers for the Millennium. We were able to catch up with Wade and get his
thoughts on a number of topics, starting with some advice for our recent graduates.

www.brentwood.ca : 85

Guiding Philosophy
professor, he wasn’t a teacher, he was
The most important quality for a young
an avatar. He saw right through you.
person as they try to find their way in the
He taught you to hurl yourself into the
world is patience. You have to give your
abyss, knowing even if you did not, that
destiny time to find you. I never knew
you would land on a feather bed.
what I wanted to be, or what I possibly
Advice
could become. But I was fortunate. Even
Do what needs to be done and then ask
if I didn’t know what I wanted to be, I was
whether it was possible or permissible.
incapable of compromising my ideals
Pessimism is an indulgence, orthodoxy
and dreams. As I stumbled along in
is the enemy of invention, despair an
uncertainty, I learned to say “yes” to any
insult to the imagination. Nature loves
new experience and any new possibility
courage. Jim Whitaker, the first American
for life. As a result, I kept putting myself
to summit Everest, once told me that if
in the way of opportunities, in situations
you don’t live on the edge when young,
where there was no choice but to move
you’re taking up too much space. Life is
forward, no option but success. When
neither linear nor predictable.
you do that you create a momentum
that, in the end, propels you to new
A career is not something that you
levels of experience and engagement
put on like a coat. It is something that
that would have seemed beyond reach
grows organically around you, steponly months before. I really had no
by-step, choice-by-choice, and experiidea I would become a writer until I was
ence-by-experience. Everything adds
obliged by circumstances to write my
up. No work is beneath you. Nothing is
first book. Quite
a waste of time unless
unexpectedly I disyou make it so. An
covered that, thanks
elderly cab driver in
in good measure
“I thought that
New York may well
to teachers like Gil
creativity was something
have as much to teach
Bunch, I had the talthat happened to
you as a wandering
ent to do so. But only
somebody else. It took me
saint in India, a madby doing did I learn
man in the
a long time to realize a very
to create.
Sahara, a university

important lesson.

professor at Harvard.
If you had told me
when I was at BrentWhat’s more the work
Creativity is not the
wood that I would
you do is just a lens
motivation of action, it’s a
have Hollywood
through which to view
consequence of it.”
movies made about
and experience the
my life or that I’d
world, and only for a
become an Explortime. The goal is to
er-in-Residence at
make living itself, the
National Geographic, that I’d be honored
act of being alive, one’s vocation, knowwith the Order of Canada, that I would
ing full well that nothing ultimately can
write 20 books, or that I would whatever
be planned or anticipated, no blueprint
. . . I would have laughed at the thought.
found to predict the outcome of some-

Wade Davis in Colombian Andes,
1975 Photo by Tim Plowman
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But perhaps if you had asked Gil Bunch,
he might have predicted every outcome.
That’s how he was. Gil Bunch wasn’t a

thing as complex as a human life. If one
can remain open to the potential of the
new, the promise of the unimagined, then
magic happens and a life takes form.

If you can look back over a long life and
see that you have owned your choices,
then there is little ground for resentment.
Bitterness comes to those who look
back with regret on the choices imposed
upon them. The greatest creative challenge is the struggle to be the architect
of your own life.
Biggest Brentwood Influences
There are so many extraordinary things
about Brentwood. First the quality and
the fidelity of the faculty, particularly
the initial founders of the school. David
Mackenzie, who set everything in
motion, but also Ivor Ford, Nick Prowse,
John Queen, Tony Carr, Gil Bunch,
Victor Lironi: these and many other
teachers gave their entire lives to the
school. Each had a deep loving commitment to Brentwood and its students.
The result was a profound institutional
memory that provided the very depth
and stability that allowed Brentwood to
achieve its most remarkable attribute as
an institution, a capacity to admit errors
and the courage to change. My senior
year was a low point in the history of
the School. A place modeled on 19th
century British boarding schools was not
about to survive the winds of change
that swept through Canada in the late
1960s. Brentwood adapted, taking in
girls, eliminating archaic rules, finding a
brilliant new head in Bill Ross, a product
not of Britain but of British Columbia and
as decent and kind a man who has ever
lived.
Gil Bunch
When we moved home to British Columbia my parents gave me a choice of
attending either Brentwood or Shawnigan Lake, where my father had gone to
school. Fortunately, we stopped first at
Brentwood and I was interviewed by Gil
Bunch, then the assistant headmaster.
He was simply the most astonishing
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Wade Davis with Kogi, Wiwa and Arhuaco delegation with HH the Fourteenth Dalai Lama,
Newark Peacemaking Summit, 2011

person I had ever met. Tall and thin,
elegantly dressed in a blue suit the colour of his eyes, he had this great shock
of silver hair, a face aglow with hypertension, and a furious energy that was
simply irresistible. He was a player right
out of Shakespeare, only he had made
not the world, but Brentwood his stage,
and in doing so he had not diminished
himself but rather elevated the School
into something indescribably grander
than what it was at that time. I walked to
the car and told my dad that there was
no point driving up the road to Shawnigan; it was Brentwood for me.
Gil Bunch was my inspiration. He taught
me to speak in public by placing a
podium on a stage and calling out a
noun from the back of the hall; one had
to give a three-minute presentation off
the cuff without hesitation, in full paragraphs and perfect sentences. Every
debate or speech was a performance.
One learned to have your mind anticipating what was still to come, even as your
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mouth spun lyrically in the moment.
Gil came to know a student to the
core of their being. When he trapped
you in his gaze, it felt as if you were
being x-rayed. When as head prefect,
I planned a protest that would have
proved calamitous had it gone ahead, he
called me to his office, looked me in the
eye, and just said “don’t do it.” He had
literally read my mind, and incidentally
saved my skin.
Nick Prowse
When I was 20 and not long out of
Brentwood, a British journalist hired me
to guide him across the notorious Darién
Gap, 200 miles of swamp and forest that
forms the border between Colombia and
Panama. It was the rainy season and the
Darién was said to be impassable. We
walked for days in swamp water to the
neck, ran into jaguar and bushmasters,
were nearly killed by thieves and Guardia Civil and ultimately with three Kuna
Indians became lost in the rainforest for

Wade Davis presenting ceremonial khata to the Lama of Gandantegchinlen Monastery,
Ulanbaatar, Mongolia, 2016. Photo by Chris Rainier

ten days with no food. When we finally,
struggled out of the forest I was down
to 146 lbs. and had fungus and parasites
growing all over my body. The journalist
later expressed surprise that through the
entire ordeal I had never complained,
no matter what came our way. Only
half in jest I told him that he clearly had
never played rugby for Nick Prowse.
Swamps, snakes, starvation, sleeping
in the open without protection, vampire
bats and dysentery, not knowing when
or if one might escape the forest, being
chased by men intent on murder . . . this
was nothing compared to what it took
both physically and psychologically to
please the greatest coach and certainly
one of the greatest teachers I have ever
known. Nick Prowse, like Gil, taught me
what words can do, and how history
can come alive to inform and inspire the
present. He was a weaver of dreams,
and no young man coming of age could
have hoped for a better mentor. Nick
was all about grit. By the time I knew

him I was already incapable of quitting
anything no matter how hard the task.
But Nick taught me that the hard is what
makes things great.
Colombia
In the summer of 1968 I was fortunate
to travel with a small school group from
Montreal to Colombia. At 14 I was the
youngest and the most fortunate, for
unlike the others who spent a sweltering season in the streets of Cali, I was
billeted with a family in the mountains
above the plains, at the edge of trails
that reached west to the Pacific. It was a
typical Colombian scene: a flock of children too numerous to keep track of, an
indulgent father half the size of his wife,
a wizened old grandmother who muttered to herself on a porch overlooking
fields of cane and coffee, a protective
sister who more than once carried her
brother and me home half drunk to a
mother, kind beyond words, who stood
by the garden gate, hands on hips,

feigning anger as she tapped her foot on
the stone steps. For eight weeks, I encountered the warmth and decency of a
people charged with a strange intensity,
a passion for life and a quiet acceptance
of the frailty of the human experience.
Several of the other Canadian students
longed for home. I felt as if I had finally
found it. Life was real, visceral, dense
with intoxicating possibilities. I learned
that summer to have but one operative
word in my vocabulary, and that was
yes to any experience, any encounter,
anything new. Colombia taught me that
it was possible to fling oneself upon the
benevolence of the world and emerge
not only unscathed but transformed. It
was a naïve notion, but one that I carried
with me for a long time.

As I walked out into the spring sunshine
I ran into a friend of mine and asked him
casually what he was going to sign up
for as a major. He said, “anthropology.”
I said, “What’s that?” “Well, you read
about Indians.” Like Forrest Gump I
replied, “that’ll do.”

Years later I went to college at Harvard,
originally to study international law. After
my first year the deadline loomed for
declaring a major. By chance, the day
before the deadline, I visited for the first
time the Peabody Museum of Ethnology.

A week later I knocked on the door of
his office, and very simply stated that I
was from British Columbia and wanted
to go to the Amazon as he had and collect plants. He didn’t ask me about my

After a year of just reading about Indians, my roommate and I were in a café
in Harvard Square. Right in front of us on
the wall was a National Geographic map
of the world. David looked at the map,
and suddenly pointed to the high Arctic.
I had to go somewhere. I watched my
left hand rise and land on the Colombian Amazon. Having decided to go to
the Amazon, there was only one man to
see, the legendary botanical explorer,
Richard Evans Schultes.
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credentials or who I was or what courses
I had taken, he simply looked across a
mountain of plant specimens and said
very simply, “Well son when do you want
to go?” Two weeks later I was in the
Amazon where I stayed for 15 months.
Years later I would write a book, One
River, that was in part a biography of
Schultes, and in part a travel account of
my years in South America. Translated
by a poet the Spanish edition came out
in 2002 at a time when nothing good
was being said about Colombia. Suddenly here was an 800 page book of
botany and anthropology that had nothing but wonderful things to say about
the nation. It became less a book than a
lodestone of hope, a map of dreams that
has allowed me to have a strong voice in
a nation finally at peace.
For the past forty years Colombia has
been convulsed by a brutal conflict that
has left 250,000 dead and seven million
displaced. Every family has suffered, and
yet in a nation of 48 million, the number
of actual combatants, including military,
guerrillas and para-military, never surpassed 200,000. The great majority of
Colombians have been innocent victims
of a war fueled almost exclusively by the
profits of the cocaine trade. Responsibility for Colombia’s agonies lies in good
measure with every person who has
bought street cocaine, and every foreign
nation that has made possible the illicit
market by prohibiting the drug without
curbing its use in any serious way. It
speaks volumes of the strength and
resilience of the Colombian people that
through all these difficult and impossible
years the nation has maintained civil
society and democracy, grown its economy, greened its cities, created millions
of acres of national parks and sought
meaningful restitution with scores of
indigenous cultures.
The signing of the peace accords in
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Cartagena on September 26, 2016 sent
a powerful message to every nation that
while the world may be falling apart,
Colombia is falling together.
Colombia is not a place of violence and
drugs, it is a land of colores y carino,
where the people have endured and
overcome years of conflict precisely
because of their character, which is itself
informed by an enduring spirit of place,
a deep love of a land that is perhaps the
most bountiful on earth, home to the
greatest ecological and geographical
diversity to be found on the planet.
Good and Evil
Another thing I brought to Brentwood
and have never lost, which is a strong
sense of good and evil in the world
and a true sense of justice. And the
values that Brentwood reinforced, you
know grit’s one word for it but there are
also other words like honour, decency,
courage. These old-fashioned words
seem to be out of vogue. But they are
words upon which lives are carved. I’ve
never been able to write a book unless I
was passionately moved by some idea,
whether it was the injustice and the fact
that voodoo, which is this legitimate
religion of Africa is pilloried as a black
magic cult, or the treatment of Indigenous Peoples during the conquest, or
what happened to our grandfathers
during the Great War.
I didn’t really retain a great deal in the
sense of my Christian upbringing but I
did retain a sense of there’s good and
evil. As my father used to say, you just
have got to make a choice about which
side you’re going to be on. One of the
things that’s very much sustained me is
a realization that anyone who thinks they
can change the world is both wrong and
dangerous. But you’ve got an obligation
to bear witness to the world, and to
make a decision as to what side you’re

going to be on. And when you do that
and you realize exactly what the Buddhists have always said and indeed what
the Christians have always said, that
you’re never going to defeat evil in the
world. When Lord Krishna was asked by
a disciple if God is all powerful why does
evil exist in the universe? Lord Krishna
said, to thicken the plot. In other words,
it’s always going to be with us. And the
purpose of a man’s or woman’s life is to
decide which side are you going to be
on. That’s certainly something I got very
strongly from my teachers at Brentwood,
from my family, from the history of my
country, and it’s something I’ve lived
with. I’ve always been drawn to do what
I can, with no expectations of ultimate
success. But recognizing that it’s all a
process, it’s all a choice of, you know,
what you’re going to do with this one
precious life.
Anthropology
To me, the most powerful thing about
my training in anthropology was the
anthropological lens which allows you
to understand the center revelation of
anthropology which is cultural relativism. All that means is that the world
around any individual is one model
of reality, the consequences of a set
of adapted choices that that cultural
reality has made successfully. But the
other peoples of the world aren’t failed
attempts at being you, they are unique
answers to a fundamental question: what
does it mean to be human and alive?
When the peoples of the world answer
that question, they do so in seven thousand different languages.
Now one of the fascinating things
that’s come out in the last generation
was chasm that once existed between
biology and anthropology, whereby the
naturalists tended to see the people
as part of the problem when it came to
the environment and anthropologists

couldn’t abide what they viewed to be
er to prove to be truth what was only the
the misanthropic elitism of the naturalists
intuition of anthropology, which is culturwho loved butterflies but hated people.
al relativism. In other words, there’s no
Today, that’s all been brought together
such thing as a primitive people. There’s
by genetics, in the sense that studies of
just a series of options.
the human genome have left no doubt
It’s not about saying who’s right and
that the genetic endowment of humanity
who’s wrong. If we’d followed the path
is a continuum and we’re all descendof Australian aboriginals we wouldn’t
ants of the same people who walked out
have put a man on the moon but on the
of Africa 65 thousand years ago. People
other hand, we wouldn’t be talking about
who then embarked
climate change and our
on this incredible
capacity to change the
journey that settled
biophysical atmos“I feel the modern school
the entire habitable
phere of our planet.
that we know and love is
world in 40 thouSo in the long term,
now, without a doubt,
sand years. And yet
which adaptation will
the finest school in
the exciting thing
have proved to be the
about that revelation
Canada”
wise one? Again it’s not
is that if you accept
about casting judgthat truth, which is
ment, it’s just recognizthat we’re all cut
ing that every culture
from the same genetic cloth, it means
has something to contribute. And then
basically that every human population,
in the midst of all that there’s a glorious
by definition shares the same genus.
revelation that all human beings face the
Whether that genus is invested into
same adaptive imperative, we all have to
technological wizardry which happens
have kids, educate our kids, protect and
to be our path forward or by contrast
feed our kids, we all have to find ways to
placed into the challenge of unraveling
come together and as couples to procrethe mystic threads of memory inherent in
ate that are constant and dependable.
a myth, is simply a matter of a person’s
We have to deal with the inextricable
choice and cultural orientation.
mystery that death represents even
So basically there is no hierarchy in
the affairs of culture. That old Victorian idea that we went from the savage
to the barbarian, the civilized, to the
strand of London, absolutely exposes
the 19th-century conceit that, irrelevant
to our lives today, is the notion that
clergymen had then, that the world was
but six thousand years old. So what this
really means is that the other peoples of
the world aren’t failed attempts at being
you, they’re not failed attempts at being
modern. Every culture has something to
say, and each deserves to be heard, just
as none has the monopoly on the roots
of the divine. And so within that, it really
means that genetics have come togeth-

as we all have to deal with the agony
of growing old. So, what’s fascinating
within that common imperative is the
many ways the human spirit has given
form to … blossomed in a sense, into
the garden of human experience. That’s
the joy of anthropology, celebrating the
differences and being beguiled by the
similarities of experience.
Order of Canada
Nothing compares to it for me. Especially
as I’ve spent a lot of time in the States
but have never lost my connection to
Canada as we have always had a home
here. It meant a great deal to me and
there is something kind of wonderfully

mysterious about the process of how
one gets made a member of the Order
of Canada. People are so proud of it.
The ceremony at Rideau Hall was one
of the most moving of my life. I think
that’s probably something everybody
experiences as you go through in your
elected class. I forget the numbers but
it’s between forty and fifty people being
honoured at the same time. And every
person has done something so wonderful, and you are all lined up to have your
presentation with the citation read in
alphabetical order. I was lucky enough
to be seated beside Bob Cole because
of ‘C’ and ‘D’. And he was a great guy.
You might think to yourself, oh, a hockey
announcer for Hockey Night in Canada
getting the Order of Canada? Does it
really rank with some astrophysicist
who’s a potential Nobel Laureate? And
the answer I say is, yes it does.
Never Looking Back
I’ve done so many things, I’ve been
so fortunate as a storyteller, which is
how I often describe myself, I work as
a professor, a teacher, and sure I write
as a writer, I make films as a filmmaker,
I’m a photographer, but ultimately what
I am is a storyteller. My currency is the
stories that I’ve accumulated. And I’ve
accumulated those stories by constantly
exposing myself to new information,
new experiences, and always looking
forward, never looking back. As a result,
at the age of nearly 64, like all of us
who have lived full lives, I have a really
full repertoire of experiences. But I’m
not stopping. I mean if you think about
it, now my life ahead of me is as busy
as it’s ever been with more projects
unfolding. So, again, life is not a goal, it’s
a process. It’s like the path of the pilgrim;
it’s not the destination it’s the state of
mind the pilgrim tries to achieve in the
midst of the pilgrimage. And so it’s all an
unfolding process that never stops.
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Welcome to Brentonian Connect

brentonianconnect.ca

Leverage your personal network
with Brentonian Connect, an exclusive platform
for Brentwood College School Alumni!

Brentonian Connect
Brentonian Connect at Work
Back in my Brentwood days my roommate Rielly
Milne (Whittall ‘14) and I would talk about everything,
from rowing, to how to make sriracha chicken wraps,
to penny stock trading. We both wanted to go into
business when we were older and took different
paths to get there. Rielly followed his rowing dreams
to the UW Men’s rowing team, while I flew off to New
York to attend NYU engineering. Despite being on
different coasts we stayed in touch, as they say, “you
can take the boys out of Brentwood but you can’t
take the Brentwood out of the boys.”

but also administer technical tests and understand
bias and intent on behalf of the hiring firm.

Fast forward a couple years, I had started a company
called Raasforce and was looking to expand to
Seattle. Raasforce started off as a referrals-based
recruitment firm, the basic idea being that you
could refer someone you knew to a job, and the
endorsement would serve as an extra level of
validation and verification. Most startups experience
growing pains and in my case, it was when we found
ourselves sorting through over 800 applications
per job that we knew something had to change. We
addressed this challenge by developing an artificial
intelligence to not only sort and screen applications,

Business in Seattle and New York grew quickly via our
Brentwood connections on Brentonian Connect, and
continues to be a tool we utilize to network with other
Old Brentonians worldwide. For those of you who are
looking to grow professionally, expand a business, or
even just connect with other Old Brentonians in your
city, I would strongly suggest using this incredible
tool. If for no other reason but to have conversations
that start with the cliche “back in my Brentwood
days…”

With one of my best friends living in Seattle, naturally
I connected with him in hopes of expanding my
workforce. As one of the fastest-growing cities in the
world, there are, of course, many technically qualified
candidates I could have hired, but I asked my fellow
Brentonian, Rielly, to join Raasforce. I strongly believe
that you can train someone to learn new skills, but
you can’t train someone to be loyal.

Jeen Snidvongs (Whittall ’14)

Connect with
Old Brentonians
Access a directory
of Brentwood alumni
from across the
globe.

Give Back in
a Way that Works
For You

Leverage your
Professional
Network

Advance your
Career in a
Meaningful way

Become a mentor
or mentee, plan an
event, post a job,
or make a gift.

Connect with those
in your field of work
or study and learn
from each other.

Access a directory
of Brentwood alumni
from across the
globe.

Reconnect with former Old Brentonians and establish
trusted professional and personal associations with other
members of your global Brentwood network.

MY ROAD TO

the gt

Eric Thor Gillund ‘90
Engineer

Fifty years is a long time to wait for anything. Just ask a
Toronto Maple Leafs fan. In Ford’s case, this was the time
from their landmark 1-2-3 finish in the 24-hours of Le Mans
with their GT40s to their successful return to racing in
France last year with the new Ford GT. Thankfully, my part
of that journey was not as long but it is definitely one of
the most rewarding of my engineering career.
The co-operative education program at the University of Waterloo afforded me
many different opportunities to broaden and apply the Mechanical Engineering
schooling that I chose to pursue after leaving Brentwood. My fourth co-op
placement was with Multimatic, a small, privately-held Canadian auto parts
supplier just north of Toronto, specializing in door hinges and checks. I always
had a passion for cars and this was a chance to get my foot in the door of that
industry. Fortunately, I got to realize my passion, returning for two more work
terms and before landing a full-time position after graduation. It’s a role I love,
where I use my technical training constantly and where problem-solving tasks
give me immediate feedback.
In over twenty years with the company, my experience with computer-aided
engineering (CAE) has grown from simple linear finite element models of door
hinge assemblies through to simulations with composite materials, massive
stamping dies, full vehicle crashes, and occupant restraint systems. This
paralleled the company’s forays into new product lines and technologies,
including instrument panels, suspension links, dampers, composite race car
chassis, and low volume niche vehicles. Initially part of a group of five, I now
run a team of more than 25 simulation engineers. The software tools I use
every day make our parts more effective and efficient which is critical since we
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compete with suppliers around the
world for business. Finding grams of
weight savings or shaving milliseconds
off a lap time are the solutions our
customers demand.
So how did we as a Canadian parts
supplier with humble beginnings go
on to become the manufacturer of the
Liquid Blue car that stole the show at
the 2015 North American International
Auto Show in Detroit? By converging
three key elements: successful racing
experience, carbon fibre manufacturing
capability, and an engineering team
with a reputation for delivering
timely, innovative solutions. My role
slotted into that third category. The
expectations were clear – deliver a
car that can win at Le Mans as well as
a road-legal version for world markets
in about two years. Oh, and keep it a
complete secret, even from your loved
ones . . . for over a year!
We assembled the show car in an
isolated bay in our Technical Centre
in Markham (just north of Toronto)
to keep that secret intact. Access
was extremely limited during the first
build phase, and to my chagrin, my
security pass did not unlock those
doors. That quickly changed as more
of us became heavily involved. The
engineering team worked to refine the
designs of components, determine
optimal composite layups, evaluate part
assembly and build processes, develop
plans, and test parts. From door hinges
to active aerodynamic devices, this
car demanded unique and innovative
content. Content that my team was
tasked to develop.
One of the most intriguing challenges
literally surrounds the occupants.
Steel tubing in the roof might seem
counterintuitive for a high-performance
lightweight vehicle because the vehicle
dynamics engineers simulating race
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laps want to keep the centre of gravity
as low as possible. The elegance of
our solution comes from commonality
between the race and road car
versions. By adding in a select number
of tubes into the existing structure, it
becomes an integrated race-approved
roll cage. No need to make the upper
cabin larger to accommodate a
separate roll cage, thus maintaining
low frontal area, and minimizing the
roof mass increase for the race car
variant. The unique door structure and
swing angle required a cast aluminum
door hinge solution, quite unlike the
products Multimatic has produced
for decades for more conventional
vehicles.
One of my favorite details of the
car are the cylindrical rear tail lights
which are also vents for engine bay
air. Aerodynamics drove much of the
exterior shape, taking input from wind
tunnel testing and computational fluid
dynamics.
Hydraulic actuators change the ride
height of the vehicle for on-track
modes and also change the spring
rate (stiffness) of the suspension for
each wheel. A variety of concepts were
explored for this system. During one
brainstorming meeting, I proposed a
concept for the actuator and it became
design direction, which was rewarding.
But 24 hours later a more efficient
concept won over the chief engineer.
Disappointing, but it’s all about finding
the best solution.
A fleet of prototype vehicles followed
for validation testing. Applying the
knowledge and experience I had
gained on global crash and occupant
safety regulations from other projects,
I outlined the crash program and
attended nearly half the crash tests.
More than 30 of them were conducted
to assess the impact modes required

for various markets around the world.
Each test took hours of preparation and
working through safety checklists. In
one test, I stood by in the viewing area,
the lights came up, the countdown was
announced, and then the lab went dark.
Braced for a completely different event,
I was startled. A minor electrical issue
in a backup system shut the whole
system down. The lab technicians
understandably take great care with
all the elements of these tests. Every
test began with moments of nervous
tension as the test track cable whined
up to speed, followed by the BANG!
of impact. These tests were loud.
Within 100 milliseconds, the cracking
of carbon fibre bodywork, crushing of
aluminum, explosion of airbags, and
squealing of tires on concrete was over.
Then we pored over the car to see
that everything behaved as expected.
Reviewed high-speed video to confirm
the timing of events and see how
parts interact. Checked dummy injury
measures against targets to ensure
occupant safety. Each test was a mile
marker on the path to production. A
few tests scheduled in the afternoon
ran well after midnight leaving an odd
mix of adrenaline and caffeine when
I needed to sleep. The cars headed
back to the garage for mechanics to
rebuild ahead of their next test. Each
prototype was far too valuable to be
used only once!
The first race cars were produced
alongside the early prototype road
cars. Secretive testing at tracks, like
Calabogie near Ottawa, followed to
work out the kinks and give drivers
time to get familiar with the car. They
practiced on simulators at Multimatic
and Ford using our vehicle dynamics
models to give feedback on setup and
tuning. By the summer of 2016, the cars
were ready for the punishment of a 24hour race. The results were incredible

Cylindrical rear tail lights / vents

- the GTs split the podium with their
historic rivals at Ferrari, placing first and
third in their inaugural return to Le Mans.
An amazing accomplishment and one
that I and so many of my colleagues
were thrilled to be involved in.
Once the last of the champagne
was poured, the production launch
for the road car was the next major
hurdle. A brand new manufacturing
facility was built around the corner
from the office. Acres of parts racks,
paint booths, bonding, and assembly
stations were installed. Every time I
walked over to the plant, there were
new faces added to the growing
factory team, new equipment placed,
and more parts shipped in. The first
few vehicles crept slowly day by
day around the assembly stations.
Starting with the bare occupant
cell, mating to the engine and rear
structure, installing suspension, wiring

harnesses, interior, and bodywork.
This is not the robotized assembly of
typical high volume manufacturing. It
is an extremely manual process, from
bonding the panels together to create
the occupant cell to the laborious
painting and polishing of the many
layers of color and clearcoat needed
to achieve the stunning finish on each
body panel – Liquid Red is my current
favorite. Now, seeing a room full of
these marvels is the norm, with a car
leaving the assembly line each day. For
its final operational checks, each car
stops at an alignment rig, engine dyno,
and water spray booth – basically an
indoor monsoon – and light booth
for cosmetic review. It’s now ready to
delight an excited new owner lucky
enough to be selected through Ford’s
application program. That’s right, you
actually had to be chosen to get the
opportunity to buy one!

For me, the opportunity to be involved
in the development of this car has been
a career highlight and an engineering
dream come true. I’ve worked on
hundreds of different parts for a
wide variety of vehicles, but this is
Multimatic’s first complete production
vehicle, and it was fantastic to see
it from start to finish. But since the
crash test cars don’t run (no actual
fuel on board, part of those safety
checklists!) I’d been in many cars
but not actually driven one. Thanks
to a conveniently timed visit to the
Dearborn facility handling the fleet of
production marketing cars, I got my
chance! As tempting as it was, I broke
no land speed records. I leave that to
the professionals headed to the race
tracks again for another chance at the
podium.
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Engage with Brentwood
FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA
Connect with Brentwood, parents and alumni, get the latest info, discuss our most recent updates
or simply show the world your love for Brentwood! We constantly update our media sites
and welcome comments and discussions with you. By subscribing to our videos on YouTube,
becoming a fan on Facebook or following our tweets on Twitter you can make sure
that you hear the latest things first. If you would like to receive the e-Brentonian
or The Torch, please contact marketing@brentwood.bc.ca.

ALUMNI Q&A

MILO
SHANDEL
ROGERS ‘87

/BrentwoodCollegeSchool

FAVOURITE TEACHER:
Gil Bunch, John Allpress—Gil inspired me and
taught me everything I would ever need to know
as an actor and arts professional, and John
taught me (and showed me) how to be a leader.
FAVOURITE BRENTWOOD MEMORY:
I used to answer the phone in Rogers House
(Yes kids, there was only one phone) in
full John Allpress-mode, Kiwi accent and
everything. Sometimes I managed to string the
caller along for quite a while (Mr. Martin, I seem
to remember was particularly susceptible).
Best part of this? I never actually got in trouble.
I think they knew where my life was headed.
WHAT ARE YOU CURRENTLY DOING?
Writing and directing television, acting in TV,
Film and Theatre. Living in Vancouver with my
wife, Christine Oddy, and our 3 sons, Hagan,
Cormac and Ronan.
WHAT IS YOUR DREAM JOB?
To create and direct my own successful halfhour sitcom. Okay, maybe star in it too.
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WHAT ARE YOU LISTENING TO?
Whatever my kids are into. At the moment a
lot of Ed Sheeran and the soundtrack from the
Captain Underpants movie.
FAVOURITE CITY?
Chicago, IL. Such a great combination of bluecollar, and the Arts, with a nice healthy dose
of Midwestern pragmatism. And I love the
architecture!
FAVOURITE CAFETERIA MEAL
BACK IN THE DAY?
The nuclear green chicken curry. I might have
been the only one in the school that looked
forward to it. And tacos!
FAVOURITE MEAL NOW?
Lightly poached salmon with dill and a lovely
béchamel…oh who am I kidding? Tacos!
LAST NEW THING I TRIED
Directing TV after 20+ years as an actor was
nerve-wracking, but ultimately rewarding. It
definitely required a different and new skill set.

BIGGEST INFLUENCE ON MY
LIFE TO DATE?
I would have to say Gil Bunch. He showed
me the way to fulfilling my dreams was to first
accomplish my goals. He gave me a structure
and a vocabulary for doing what I had
previously only done by instinct. He validated
me at a very young age, where previously
I had only been considered a ‘class clown’.
And he taught me the value of specificity,
punctuality, and a tucked-in shirt.

@BrentwoodPins

/BrentwoodCollege

@BrentwoodBoarding
/BrentwoodCollegeSchool

HIGH SCHOOL CRUSH?
Serah Swanky. She’s not going to read this
right . . . ?
FAVE INSTAGRAM
Which guy from One Direction has that
swoopy hair . . . ? His.

flickr.brentwood.bc.ca

@BrentwoodNews
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FAREWELL

lara mcdonald
John Allpress
Deputy Head of School - Advancement

For the bulk of Lara McDonald’s 18-year tenure on
Brentwood’s advancement team, it was a team of two.
The division of labour was simple. My role had a singular
focus. Everything else fell to Lara. It was a unique window
in Brentwood’s advancement that is unlikely to be repeated, for there are now four people in expanded roles that
Lara fulfilled single-handedly for over a decade.
The scope was broad but the mandate simple. Cultivate a culture of philanthropy.
Lara championed virtually everything that fell under that mantel. Co-ordinating
Old Brentonian receptions and summer Class Reunions connected her to alumni
of all generations. As editor of the Brentonian Magazine for 13 years, which in
pre-internet days involved three editions annually, she became the voice and
face of our communications team. Coordinating Class Reps, organizing parent
volunteers, orchestrating a multitude of special events, were all quietly and efficiently managed by Lara. She managed all of this in addition to her principal role
in establishing and growing Brentwood’s Annual Giving and managing the myriad
details that underpin our advancement operation.

FAVOURITE TEACHER(S): Mr. Allpress
and Mr. Johnston
WHY?
Mr. Allpress taught me calculus on the bus
when we were in Australia for a rugby tour.
And Mr. Johnston for screaming at the ref
when I was in foul trouble.
FAVOURITE/MOST HILARIOUS
BRENTWOOD MEMORY?
Picking up Tetsuro Nakatani’s snacks sent
from Japan and back of the bus with the
boys.

ALUMNI Q&A

John Allpress, Lara McDonald
and Reesa Hinks, our 2016-17
Advancement Team

Despite the expansive nature of her role,
it is not what Lara did that made such a
difference – it is how she did it. Her predecessors as editors of the Brentonian
Magazine viewed this publication’s role
as keeping the broader Brentwood community connected to the School. They
were far from supportive of any use of it
for fundraising purposes. As strange as it
may sound to today’s reader, the donor
recognition wall in the Ross Centre met
with similar resistance. Understanding
these concerns, Lara wove profiles into
the Brentonian, letting the donors’ compelling messages of support tell their
own story. Last year when speaking to
the staff, she read two students’ letters
of appreciation to the families who were
making their Brentwood experience
possible. Her voice cracked with emo102 : THE BRENTONIAN : 2017

tion as she conveyed these heartfelt
messages, and as she paused for a
moment to regain her composure, the
faculty felt the full extent of her personal
commitment to the outcomes of annual
giving. Lara’s leadership established a
Staff Bursary Fund, initiated the Bursary
Now Fund, and her stewardship of the
Boat Funds and the De Manu in Manum
Trust has been a significant factor in the
growth and success of these endowments.
A cabinet minister in Pierre Trudeau’s
government, The Hon. Alastair Gillespie,
Class of 1943, three times awarded the
Yarrow Shield and the 2017 recipient of
the Outstanding Old Brentonian Award,
has been visited at his Toronto residence by two of Brentwood’s Heads of
School. So, too, did Lara this January.

When the Crew of ’72 won Brentwood’s
first Canadian Rowing Championship,
Lara was 4 years old. When these men
returned for their 45th reunion this year,
it was Lara’s contribution to alumni that
surfaced. The depth and nature of the
relationships that she has cultivated
within our parent community and in
Brentonian circles speaks volumes, and
she has garnered similar respect among
our donors.
Gracious, respectful and thoroughly professional, Lara can take significant credit
for any inroads that have been achieved
in creating a culture of philanthropy
at Brentwood. I am grateful for this
opportunity to publically acknowledge
her contribution and convey thanks on
behalf of the Brentwood family.

NATSUKI
KUROSU

WHAT ARE YOU CURRENTLY DOING
(PROFESSIONALLY OR OTHERWISE)?
Professional Rugby Coach (Assistant
Coach of Japan)
DREAM JOB?
Coach for Rugby Canada
WHAT ARE YOU LISTENING TO?
Whatever my kids listen to.
FAVOURITE CITY?
Guam

PRIVETT ‘97
WHY?
It’s only 3 hours from Tokyo
WHAT WAS YOUR FAVOURITE
CAFETERIA MEAL BACK IN THE DAY?
Tough question. I can’t pick one.
FAVOURITE MEAL NOW?
Korean style BBQ
WHAT WAS THE LAST NEW
THING YOU TRIED?
Golf.
WHAT HAS BEEN THE BIGGEST
INFLUENCE ON YOUR LIFE TO DATE?
Not getting drafted to the NBA because it
got me into rugby professionally.
HIGH SCHOOL CRUSH?
Too many to mention.
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THE INVINCIBLE

ro hindson ‘69
Chris Spicer

Director of Advancement
Brentwood Legend and Canadian Rugby Hall of Famer,
Robert (Ro) Hindson, Class of 1969, is one of the finest
rugby players to play for the School and for Canada.
He won 31 rugby test caps playing for Canada, making his debut against Wales in
1973 and played his last game in 1990 against Argentina. He was also a member
of the Canadian squad at the 1987 inaugural Rugby World Cup. Ro was talented
in both the fifteens and the sevens game. Notably, he was named to the South
Pacific Barbarians team that played the South Africa Barbarians in 1987, as well
as to a select world team who played Ireland as part of that country’s centenary
celebrations in 1973. This Brentwood legend has been inducted into the BC
Rugby Union Hall of Fame, the BC Sports Hall of Fame and most recently, the
Canadian Rugby Hall of Fame.
Ro’s relationship with the School continued as he and wife Polly’s three children, Ben, Emily and Will all graduated from Brentwood. Recently Ro attended
a Brentwood luncheon to honor The Invincibles, the Brentwood rugby team of
1967 that was the first Vancouver Island team to win the BC High School Rugby
Championship. This was an opportunity to catch up with Ro and speak with him
about his inclusion in 2016 with the first-class of inductees into the Canadian
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sir!

YES,

Nick Prowse, Ro’s first
Brentwood rugby coach
when he arrived at Brentwood
for grade ten, related his
first Ro story.
“The grade ten Colts XV
were not a very strong team
Ro and his daughter Emily

The Canadian Stalwart

Ro with Mike Holmes, Ian Stewart, and former coach Alun Rees

that year. Early in the season
a game was played against
North Saanich Middle School.
I remember the ball thrown

Rugby Hall of Fame. Brentwood Director
of Advancement and friend of Ro’s, Chris
Spicer, had an opportunity to ask Ro a
few questions.
You had a very illustrious rugby career
playing for Canada. Can you comment
on a few of the greatest influences on
your rugby career?
That is a long list but at the top of the
list is my family. Their support enabled
me to come and go at the call of club,
province and country. This was an immense gift as it placed extra burden on
them to continue running the home farm.
Coming to Brentwood presented a huge
opportunity for me to hone my rugby
skills under the tutelage of Nick Prowse,
Ivor Ford and Alun Rees. I also fondly
remember the creative unopposed practices under UBC’s Don Spence which
allowed us to experience the free flow
zen of rugby.
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What countries has playing
rugby taken you to?
England, Ireland, Scotland, Wales,
France, South Africa, Fiji, Australia, Hong
Kong, Japan, Western Samoa, Argentina
- I may have missed a few!
What did training for rugby look like for
you when you were in Naramata?
Interesting question. Remember that
when I played for the national team,
there were very few games and certainly
no system of centralized training and
staff to lead this. We were generally
responsible for our own fitness training.
I recall working on our farm in Naramata
and looking at ways to integrate the farm
chores into my rugby training. The farm
has some steep pitches and ravines
so when I was setting out the long and
fairly heavy irrigation pipes, I would carry
as many sections as I could and then
run back to get the next ones. Repeat.
And repeat again a few hours later. I also
recall working with fellow Old Brenton-

ian, Mike Ohman, building fences on
a wildlife survey he was doing in the
snow covered hills of the Ashnola River
above Hedley, BC. I did my version of
wind sprints between tasks, through the
snow. Then, 2 days later I was playing in
the Hong Kong Sevens - now that was
surreal!

I was in grade ten; my Canada caps;
being a part of the first Rugby World
Cup in New Zealand in 1987 when I was
36 years old; playing in a World XV at
the Irish Rugby Centenary; and then
the rugby event that changed my life playing for the South Pacific Barbarians
where I met Polly, my wife to be.

What would you say to a starry-eyed
young man or woman who has ambition to follow in your footsteps?

What are your passions
away from rugby?

I was very fortunate to play rugby at a
time that pre-dates the intense, serious,
structured game of today that I feel
can squash the creativity of the game. I
would tell this young player to do what
you love. Play with passion. Never lose
the inner joy of playing this game.
What are you most proud of in
your rugby career?
There is no one answer to this. The
events that come back to me include
my first 1st XV game at Brentwood when

Family, farming, fishing, sailing, and
skiing. I am happy that my two sons
are busy with their local construction
company, that my wife Polly is now doing
their office management, and that Emily
is in school at BCIT. So, we are all pretty
close.
Are you in touch with Old Brentonians?
If so, who?
I often go fishing with Mike Hicks ‘70
on Vancouver Island. My Naramata
neighbors are Skip Stothert ‘67 and
Mike Ohman ‘67 and I am in touch with

Cam Gardiner ‘70, Terry Kirby ‘66, Peter
Scarrow ‘69 and Fraser Cameron ‘69,
among others.

into a lineout on the fifty yard

What role did Lord Buckley play
in your development?

try – with a fair number of North

Ah, Lord Buckley. At one point I had
memorized every sketch of this eccentric humorist and in fact, I recall reciting
Jonah and the Whale as an after dinner
presentation once. If you don’t know
Lord Buckley he is worth a Google.

but not bringing him down.”

Once you have gone through a
buffet line, what is on your plate?

“Has anyone here played rugby

Meat, a bit of salad and buns to toss at
the after dinner speaker.

have”, responded Ro. “I have –

What would you want people to know
about you, beyond the fact that you are
a humble and quiet man?

played rugby”, replied Ro. “You

That I have tried to be a decent man.
That’s all.

after a few more iterations, Ro

line. Hindson gathered the ball
and ran fifty yards for his first
Saanich players hanging on

Ro recollects his first day of
rugby with the Nick Prowse
led Colts.

before?”, asked Mr. Prowse. “I
what?”, said Mr. Prowse. “I have
have played rugby – what?”,
snapped out Mr. Prowse. And
added “Sir” to his response and
calm was restored.
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TEDx 2016

Trish Dolman ‘88
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Fusing Together
the Community
Cara A, Mackenzie ‘17;
Photos by Linnea M, Allard ‘17
Saturdays at Brentwood are usually filled with ties,
blazers, and (to Mr. Patel’s dismay) rolled down knee
high socks. October 22nd was a Saturday unlike
the rest, because TedxBrentwood had arrived like
Christmas on a gloomy December day. Gone were
the mandatory uniforms and in was stylish smart
casual attire. The countless hours that the organizers,
speakers, and volunteers put into the event paid off
when at 9:15am, a hoard of 520 students were let
into the Killy Theatre to experience the third annual
TedxBrentwood
Mr. Paul Collis hit the ground running like Santonio
Holmes during Super Bowl XLIII. Shocking his
students with an unusually sleek attire, Brentwood’s
English Department Head used memes, his
mellifluous voice, and videos to present the fusion
of comedy and tragedy. Following Mr. Collis was
Brentwood parent Narendra Varma. Narendra
shared his personal journey from the high-tech
world to organic farming, and explored the themes
of agriculture, passion, and investment. Next up
was a talk about literal fusion by physicist Peter
O’Shea. Speaking about fusion energy basics and
the state of the fusion energy research world, Peter
offered a refreshingly scientific view on the event’s
theme. Wrapping up the first third of the event
was Brentwood student Gemma E, Alex ‘18. With
passion, wit, and clothes that have yet to be paintstained, Gemma made even the least artistic of
audience members (such as myself) see the personal
connections they subconsciously make with art
pieces around them.
After a short coffee break, the audience was treated
to an inspirational talk from Mary-Jo Dionne. Her
talk about the power of perspective and how it can
put together the seemingly shattered pieces of
something horrible struck a chord in many audience
members’ hearts. Author Danielle Krysa followed

up with an interactive talk on turning your ruthless
inner critic into a supportive friend. After a short TED
video, Brentwood student Liam S, Rogers ‘17, called
out everyone’s inner Dory and spoke about how
technology has changed not only memories, but the
world. The session was brought to a close by voice
actor Matt Hill, who was joined by three of his friends,
“Raphael” from the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles,
Care Bear’s “Tender Heart”, and “Ton Ton” from
DinoTrux. Matt shared the life stories that led him to
realize the power of chasing a dream, and the power
of small steps of effort.

Matt Hill

Olamide Olatunbosun ‘18

Speakers 2016

Olamide O, Privett ‘17, brought his game face when
he opened the third and final session of the event.
With a talk on how to be the G.O.A.T. (Greatest Of All
Time), Olamide used his love of basketball to engage
the audience. The event’s penultimate speaker,
Brentwood alumna Trish Dolman, shared how fusing
creativity and social issues together can change the
conversation and make a positive impact on the world
around us. TedxBrentwood 2016 was concluded
by Ross Laird, who shared how quiet moments can
restore the authentic wonder that we are often too
busy to attend to. At the beginning and end of his talk,
Ross encouraged the audience to sit in silence (with
our phones turned off) and soak in the beauty of a
picture of the Milky Way.

Liam Stevens ‘17

Thanks to the keen efforts of Mr. McPherson,
TedxBrentwood has planted itself as a Brentwood
tradition. From organizing speakers to designing the
logo, Mr. McPherson has put in a tremendous amount
of effort into making this year’s TedxBrentwood the
best yet. A massive thank you to the speakers, the
volunteers, Mr. McPherson, Ms. Dalrymple, and Mr.
Armitage for such an amazing event.

Danielle Krysa

See you next year, Tedx Brentwood!
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GOING FOR GOLD

brentwood
to bulgaria
Sydney Payne ‘16

U23 Rowing Canada Gold Medalist

The U23 Rowing World
Championships is about
pomp, pageantry, music,
and patriotism. Boats are
everywhere, charging down
the course, fighting through
the finish. The athletes gasp,
collapse, and cry. It’s about
the hype, then the fear, and
then the truth. Six weeks of
trust and determination is
now tested.
It’s still a little unbelievable it all happened; now it’s all done. I had the
pleasure of working alongside eight
amazingly talented women and Dave
Thompson, the new head women’s
coach with Rowing Canada. Dave drilled,
pushed, exhausted, tested, raced, and
believed in us. He made us laugh and he
made us strong. Lesley Thompson-Willie
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refined us, and got us rowing smoother
and faster together. Rowing Canada
believed in us, and now we had to pay
back that trust.
Most of our eight arrived at the national
training centre in London from the NCAA
National Championships in Princeton.
We arrived a bit dazed and confused;
seven weeks later we sat on the start
line with the common goal to make this
eight go faster than we ever imagined.
In our heat we crossed the finish line
incredibly happy, but we had no idea it
was a world’s best time until we finished
our cool down laps and rowed to the
dock. The last U23 Women’s Eight world
best time was set in 2011 also by the
Canadians: 6:03.23. When we left the
training centre for Europe, the last message we got from the seniors was “Go
get our time.” We took three seconds off
and stunned ourselves with a 6:00.13.
But getting the new world’s best time
was just a perk, for the real work had yet

to come. Hidden away in our Bulgarian
hotel room, we waited to come faceto-face with the US who have been
dominant in the eight for most of the last
decade. Showtime.
We sit calmly in Lane 3 at the start line.
To our left we have the US, Russia, and
Great Britain, and to our right we have
Germany and Denmark. It’s 12:30pm on
Sunday, July 23, 2017. The temperature
is rapidly rising, there’s no wind, and
it’s about 35 degrees. After the longest
pause in the world, the start finally happens. We are not together, but nobody
panics. Our goal is to stay near the front
and not to lose contact with the leaders,
executing our big move just after the
1000 metre mark.
Our timing is perfect: we move past the
US boat. We’ve already passed the UK,
Denmark and Germany. Russia drops off
the pace. It’s just us and the Americans.
And we are in perfect sync, moving
inch-by-inch to get our bow ball ahead.

The Gold Medal Canadian U23 Crew

Just as we really start to gain momentum, there is a wobble beside us in the
2 seat of the US boat. They stumble; we
pull ahead to open water, opening the
gap to six seconds over the last 750m.
We cross the finish line all by ourselves
and the dream comes true.
I am so proud of this amazing group
of girls: Morgan Rosts (St. Catherine’s/

University of Virginia) in bow seat, Antonia Frappell (Victoria/Indiana) 2 seat,
Madison Mailey (Lions Bay/Northeastern
University) 3 seat, me, Sydney Payne
(Toronto/Brentwood College School/
University of California Berkeley) in 4
seat, Karen Lefsrud (Calgary/Western)
in 5 seat, Stephanie Grauer (Vancouver/
Stanford) in 6 seat, Julia Vander Hoeven

(St. Catherine’s/UC Berkeley) in 7 seat,
Caileigh Filmer (Victoria/UVIC) in stroke
seat and Laura Court (St. Catherine’s/
Brock) our coxen.
It’s seems like a long way from the docks
at Brentwood to the podium at Worlds
but at the same time it doesn’t seem that
far at all. It’s not as far as you might think.
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accreditation WITH CAIS

CAIS VISITING COMMITTEE’S COMMENDATIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS

David McCarthy, Director of Learning

As a school, we are keen
to help students understand
how a ‘growth mindset’ helps
them view themselves and
their abilities as evolving
and ever capable of
being developed.
Striving for excellence requires a commitment to continuous improvement
both individually and as an organization.
It also requires a certain humility to recognize that there are few things that cannot be done better or more effectively
given constructive critique and an open
mind. It was in this spirit that the School
embarked on its preparations for a Canadian Accredited Independent Schools
(CAIS) review in 2015. Over an eighteen
month period, teachers and staff reflected on a wide range of “indicators of
effective Practice” and answered over a
hundred searching questions designed
to provoke debate, deep analysis, and
honest self-evaluation. Gradually, our answers to surveys and responses, offered
in numerous focus groups, were collated
and distilled to form our Internal Evaluation Report, a document that covered
all aspects of the running of the school
divided into 12 “Standards”.
The documentation from this internal
review was passed along to a Visiting
Committee who joined us for three days
in late February of this year for an intensive look at all aspects of Brentwood
from programs and facilities, to administration and management. This team
included several experienced Heads of
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School from across Canada as well as
counterparts in areas such as academics, IT, and Human Resources.
The Visiting Committee was charged
with producing a report that covers all
of the twelve standards that encompass
the gamut of school life, from the way
we deliver classes, arts and sports, to
how we care for students’ health and
well-being. They attempted to speak
to as many staff, students, and parents
as possible and observe programs in
action to help them better understand
the culture of the School and how it
operated “up close and personal”. This
committee then put together a summary
report which offered, within each area,
an opportunity to give commentary,
offer commendations, and to also make
specific recommendations and suggestions for school improvement.
The feedback was largely in harmony
with the Internal Evaluation Report but
nevertheless provided some valuable
insight into aspects of our school,
where there is work to be done to reach
exemplary standards. These areas are
already, in many cases, targeted in the
School’s overall strategic plan. Our response to the report will be to incorporate many of the recommendations and
some of the suggestions into the annual
tactical plans for each department of the
School. When our next accreditation visit
rolls around in 2023-24, we will need to
reflect on how this whole process has
made us a better school.
As a school undergoing its first ever accreditation, the Visiting Committee were
highly impressed with Brentwood as a

whole and noted that to pass all standards at first accreditation is rare.
At Brentwood, there exists a widespread sense among students and
adults of being “all in”. Day students and
boarders, faculty and staff, parents and
Governors, all share an effusive pride in
community and commitment to the full
Brentonian experience. There is a sense
of collective ownership and stewardship
expressed by the many individuals we
interviewed on campus. The memorable value statement (Grit and Joy) was
a dominant theme during our visit; it is
an idea that is universally understood
and seems to capture, in three words,
the current and historic essence of this
community.
In addition, students offered an overwhelmingly positive response when
asked if Brentwood “was a safe place
to fail”. Students stated that not only
were there plenty of opportunities to
be pushed beyond their comfort zone,
but that failure (whether on the rugby
pitch or in the Physics classroom) was
welcomed, supported and presented as
a learning opportunity.
By their very nature, boarding schools
are prone to insularity and to becoming
stale. To the contrary, Brentwood is cultivating an atmosphere that welcomes
and encourages continuous improvement. The advent of professional learning communities, and the aspirational
goal of becoming a ‘leading edge place
of learning” are evidence of Brentwood
as a learning community.

STRIVING FOR EXCELLENCE

The Visiting Committee recommends that
the school work toward the explicit written
articulation of excellence in teaching and learning
and engage the faculty in arriving at these
professional standards.

CONSISTENT COMPENSATION
The Visiting Committee commends the school for
proactively ensuring that there is much greater
consistency in staff compensation and benefits.

LEARNING COMMONS

The Visiting Committee commends the transformation
of the library. This represents openness to a
new pedagogical approach, including greater
personalization, improved support for IEP, symbiotic
relationship between teachers and resource leaders.

CULTURE OF PHILANTHROPY
The Visiting Committee recommends that the
school continue to develop a sustainable culture
of philanthropy to ensure future financial
sustainability.

OPEN DISCUSSION

The Visiting Committee recommends that the
school examine ways in which to further develop
frequent opportunities to discuss student learning
and professional practices.

LOW ATTRITION
The Visiting Committee commends the school for
the low attrition rate that the school has achieved
over the years.

STABILITY

FLEXIBLE LEARNING

The Visiting Committee also commends the
school for strategically maintaining a culturally
diverse and international student body.

The Visiting Committee commends Brentwood for
the management of its finances and the related
financial stability to support and align with the
school’s mission and strategy.

The Visiting Committee suggests that the school
continue with the expansion of mobile and
flexible classroom in continued pursuit of the goal
of being a leading-edge place of learning.

DOCUMENTATION

COMMITTED CARE

DIVERSITY

The Visiting Committee recommends that
the school formalize boarding curriculum
documentation and include a defined scope and
sequence.

The Visiting Committee commends the warm,
committed, residential house staff involved
in multiple facets of school life and who show
exceptional levels of care.
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calendar of events 2017-2018
Grade 8 Musical | T. Gil Bunch Theatre
Concert for a Winter’s Eve
School Musical

|

Charity Work Day

ALUMNI Q&A

Senior Play

KATIE
RADCLIFFE

WHERE ARE YOU ATTENDING
UNIVERSITY?
UBC
WHAT ARE YOU STUDYING?
Applied Animal Biology
HOW DID YOU DECIDE ON THAT MAJOR?
I grew up surrounded and infatuated by
animals and their role in our lives, and after
a quick stint in political science, I realized
my true calling was to work with animals and
hopefully end up in vet school!
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WHY?
They were all kind, hilarious (in their own right)
and inspiring in different ways - Mr. Collis in
convincing me I wasn’t meeting my potential,
Mr. Wismer in sparking my interest in politics,
Mr. Cowie’s smile, and Mr. McLean’s alternative
methods of teachings.

|

|

Friday, December 8, 2017

March 6-10, 2018

Saturday, April 7, 2018

T. Gil Bunch Theatre

|

Homecoming at Brentwood Regatta
Evening of Dance

|

April 11-14, 2018

BEST TRIP YOU HAVE BEEN ON?
Camping through Namibia & Botswana
WHAT WAS YOUR FAVORITE CAFETERIA
MEAL BACK IN THE DAY?
Cookie break, obviously.

Closing Ceremonies

|

|

|

|

|

Brentwood Campus

|

|

April 27-29, 2018

Saturday, April 28, 2018

Friday, May 11, 2018

T. Gil Bunch Theatre

Brentwood Campus

Alumni Reunion Weekend

|

Brentwood Campus

T. Gil Bunch Theatre

Concert for a Summer’s Eve

FAVOURITE TEACHER(S) FROM
BRENTWOOD:
I had many influential teachers . . . Mr. Collis,
Mr. Wismer, Mr. Cowie, Mr. McLean . . .

T. Gil Bunch Theatre

T. Gil Bunch Theatre

|

Saturday, November 25, 2017

48th Annual Brentwood International Rowing Regatta

MACKENZIE ‘13

WHAT ARE YOU CURRENTLY DOING
(PROFESSIONALLY OR OTHERWISE)?
Working in avian behaviour and medicine
as a falconer/raptor rehabilitator/veterinary
assistant to avian veterinarians.

|

|

|

|

|

Friday, June 8, 2018

Friday, June 22, 2018

Brentwood Campus

|

June 29 - July 1, 2018

DREAM JOB?
The all-traveling veterinarian.
DOG OR CAT?
Dog (duh).

FAVOURITE BRENTWOOD MEMORY?
All of the air bands.
WHAT ARE YOU LISTENING TO? (MUSIC)
Fleetwood Mac, Johnny Cash, Flight of the
Conchords
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Return undeliverable Canadian
addresses to 2735 Mt. Baker Road,
Mill Bay, BC V0R 2P1

1975— Victor Lironi and the Sailing Club

