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message from the

Editor

The 2015-16 school year was one of accomplishment for Brentonians both on and off campus.
Campus changes continue as the new Hope House opened its doors, the new Learning
Commons came online and the Head of School, Mr. Patel, announced the proposed creation of
the new Athletic Centre. The Annual Review highlights some of the achievements of our students
for the last year and I encourage our readers to have a look at what our current students and
recent grads have done to continue the legacy of Old Brentonians.
I am continually in awe of the caliber and diversity of the students and staff the School attracts.
We are a small school on the rural shores of Mill Bay and yet... we are so much more. We are a
community or as we often state perhaps something more akin to a family. This family extends far
beyond the confines of the campus. Once again this year we have attempted to give further
voice to our alumni and to try and share more richly the stories of their accomplishments in the
form of features and profiles. Please do connect to tell us your story or that of your colleagues.

The Editor with one of his favourite
Patels, Mitali (’16).

This year’s cover features Mr. Dick Whittall (’40). Mr. Whittall was one of the “old boys” who was
instrumental in reestablishing Brentwood in Mill Bay in 1961 and he served on the founding Board of Governors. This edition of the
Brentonian offers reflections on the success of the School from outgoing Chairman of the Board, Mr. Bruce Carlson. We have
profiles of numerous alumni as well as four feature stories written by recent graduates who have all followed different paths into
wine, entrepreneurship, the world of NGOs and just flat out global adventure. It has been a real pleasure to work with such
interesting and engaged alumni in putting the magazine together.
As always I owe a debt of gratitude to the team who puts the magazine together. Lara McDonald for her support and editing,
Reesa Hinks for being the conduit to all things alumni and Marny Beaton for being the patient artist who turns disparate pieces
into the Brentonian.

Ian McPherson
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS AND MARKETING

EDITING & PRODUCTION: Ian McPherson and Lara McDonald
DESIGN & LAYOUT: Marny Beaton
CONTENT: Reesa Hinks and Lara McDonald and all the other contributing authors
PHOTOGRAPHY: Paul Fletcher, Jim Ganley, Mike Minckler, and students, staff, faculty and parents who have submitted photos.
Thank you!
Congratulations to the
2016 Ross Cup Champions.
Well done Mr. Flynn!
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BRUCE CARLSON (’64)

Reflections as I Step Down
as Board Chair
The School is articulating well.
Celebrating success, however, is
never as important as finding out why
something is succeeding. From my
perspective the key element centers
around how, on a daily basis, Brentwood
serves its students, its teachers and
staff, its parent community, and the
general community in which it lives and
functions. If we are successful at this,
we will continue to grow and improve,
whatever the economic and political
conditions.
I believe that there are six aspects which are contributing to the School’s
success. They are: (1) the organizational health that occurs when three
generations connect with each other; (2) the sharing of power; (3)
maintaining a culture of trust and respect; (4) the daily use of honesty,
openness and candour in all of our interactions; (5) the importance of
relationships; and (6) our short term and long term goals.

Three Generations of Brentwood Connections
The Mill Bay Brentwood is comprised of primarily three generations of
Brentonians, all of whom have a tremendous amount to offer one other. If
we continue to foster a culture of trust and respect, these three groups of
people will continue to communicate with each other. Everyone benefits
in this kind of engagement, especially the students, who can learn from
more experienced alumni, parents and parents of alumni. Similarly, the
older generations experience the renewed energy, enthusiasm and
meaning that radiates from students and younger alumni.

The Sharing of Power
The Board’s role is to find useful ways to pass its wisdom and experience
down into the organization, like water passing through soil, rather than
through a list of edicts and rules. Then the Board must get out of the
way so the Head can delegate to his or her senior administrators and
then, with appropriate coaching and support, get out of their way. This
empowers senior administrators and frees the Head up to tend to their
other duties, the most important of which is to spend time with the
students. In a similar fashion, this transition needs to occur a third time
between senior administrators and their teachers and staff. And finally,
students, parents and parents of alumni need to feel they are a part of
this family and that they have some say in how things are done.
When power is shared in the right way, at the right time, and in the right
amount, people feel recognized, heard, endorsed, and encouraged.
Whether student, alumni, parent, or Governor, people are heartened to
know that they matter. Furthermore, it energizes individuals, and whole
organizations for that matter, to know they have some influence on the
future.
The feeling of being endorsed or recognized is certainly pleasant but
also, when an individual feels a part of something, they naturally become
more motivated to contribute. The cumulative wisdom, intelligence,
energy, creativity, and commitment of the Brentwood community are
powerful forces. Encouraging these forces to contribute is what we are
attempting to do at Brentwood. Intelligently deploying the power in this
process is, in my mind, essential.
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A Culture of Trust and Respect
Equally important in this dynamic of sharing the power, where individuals
are required to make judgment calls with no proven blueprint to guarantee
success, is creating a culture of engagement, trust and respect. Being
able to openly share both professional ideas and personal concerns is
essential to making good decisions.

Honesty, Openness and Candour
It is important for each member of the Brentwood community to
continue trying to be as honest and open and candid as they can in all
their interactions and engagements. As these moments continue to be
reinforced as a standard of our school culture, they will create a more
vigorous environment where ideas are tested, positions challenged,
and decisions vetted, in an atmosphere of trust and respect. The use of
honesty, openness, and candour always requires courage; and courage
in relationships creates trust and respect. In fact it is the only thing that
does.

The Importance of Relationships
It has been reinforced to the Board though our school retreats that the
success of the school hinges on the strength of personal relationships.
If you trust and respect someone or some group, the possibilities for
success increase dramatically, to say nothing of the increased fun and
enjoyment. While this piece is important for everyone, it is particularly
critical for the teachers, House Parents and coaches, where “teaching
moments” or “moments of truth” are a daily occurrence and can result in
major life lessons for searching young minds.

Short Term and Long Term Goals
One of my favourite sayings is “You can’t become so heavenly bound that
you are no earthly good.” In this regard it is critical to also acknowledge
the importance of our students achieving and succeeding on the playing
fields, the classrooms, and on the stage or in the arts studios. It is important
that 90% of students are accepted to their first choice in university, that
Brentwood wins championships in sports, or national awards for music or
debate performances. These achievements are essential, and provide a
measure of the school’s success as an educational organization.
However, these student achievements are a means to an end, not an end
in and of themselves. The awards may be forgotten over time, but the
achievements hone students’ skills and teach them to dig deeper into
a part of themselves. The Brentwood experience pushes them, scares
them, challenges them, and provides the life lessons that they will never
forget.
Our short term goals for our students are to learn, to grow, to achieve
and to succeed. Our longer term goals are to focus on those aspects of
life that will help them become responsible and mature adults, capable
of making intelligent decisions, becoming good parent themselves,
motivated to create fulfilling careers, and committed to a lifetime of doing
the right thing in situations large and small, even when nobody else is
looking or cares.
My hope is that these comments and thoughts can in some way contribute
to keeping our school moving forward in a sound and positive manner
during these times of educational evolution.
My six years as Board Chair has been fun and as interesting and
rewarding as I could have ever have hoped. I wish to extend my sincerest
of thanks and gratitude to the Board and the School for their trust and
support.

Annual Review

2015-2016
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2015-16

YEAR IN REVIEW

Bud Patel

HEAD OF SCHOOL

In this Annual Review you will find updates from all major components of school life and I encourage you to review these
highlights. A careful read will reveal what a remarkable and historical year 2015-16 was. The following is an excerpt
from my Closing Day address at the end of the 2015-2016 school year. Please enjoy it as it is as relevant today as it was
when I first said it.

For any of us that follow the news and read the global tea leaves, we are left with the realization that we are living in an era of
EXTREMES. No longer does lukewarm do. We need something scalding to singe our increasingly numbed nerves. What jolts us
from our sleepy lives now are offensive rants, demeaning personal attacks, and the loudest voice in the room.
This can often be done in the name of a supposedly noble cause—greatness. But even the self-proclaimed “greatest of all time,”
Muhammad Ali, admitted that his bravado was nothing more than a show. His true gift was the light he shone on the social issues
of conflict, race, poverty and religion, touchy subjects in any arena. He realized that greatness was not an outcome, a set of
numbers, or accolades; striving for greatness, instead, was the key. And while we bracket greatness on years, seasons, terms,
weeks, performances, and days, Ali’s lesson was that the journey of greatness is a life-long endeavour—in his case 74 years—
that meanders between ups and downs. Good times and bad times.
So in this bombastic milieu of chest pounding and name calling, how does rational, methodic, and even polite discourse take
place? While it is easy to blame the Internet, social media, and increasingly short attention spans, it is our willingness to give in to
these extremes that bears much of the responsibility.
For students, there are many questions.
Do I stand up to intolerance and divisive language?
Do I make it all about MY needs? MY university admission? MY marks? MY medals? MY performance?
Do I accept responsibility for MY actions?
Do I embrace MY fortunate place in this world?
These questions are posed every day—not only on this campus and by our students, but by us all and in every aspect of our lives.
Yes, 2015-16 will have it’s special place in the history of this school.
A new boarding structure with renovated facilities provided a launch pad for the Brentwood experience. But after the dust settles
and we look back at the championships played, concerts performed, debates won, photos taken, and exams written, what do
we see? As Head, I could wax boastfully about the record-setting achievements listed in this Annual Report. And yes, while
these high profile accomplishments are headline worthy, there are so many small quiet stories that underpin, at least for me, the
essence of the Brentwood experience.
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grade 8 PROGRAM
Despite the fact that this is only the
second year of the Grade 8 Program,
one would think that they have been
around a great deal longer. Such is the
mark that the Grade 8s have left on the
entire Brentwood community.
Experiential learning is at the heart
of our Grade 8 experience and the
students started off fully embracing
this concept. The journey began on the
high seas with a four-day SALTS sailing
adventure. There was no time to miss
their landlubber life as the 8s were
thrown into the running of the ship.
From raising the sails to swabbing the
decks, they did it all. After this intensive
experience, bonds were created and
they were ready to start off their yearlong academic journey on a positive
note.

Wendy Patel

Through the fall, the 8s ran a mock
student vote for the Federal election
for the whole school, spelunk their way
through Horne Lake Caves, educate
the community on different faiths of
the world in the Night of the Notables,
and sing and dance their way through a
production of Seussical.
The colder winter months had them
indoors with preparations for their
Destination Imagination competition
and solidifying friendships with their
Khowhemun Kindergarten reading
buddies.
Spring brought them outdoors again
as boat holders for the Brentwood
Regatta, swinging through the trees at
Wildplay, and camping and biking up at
Skutz Falls.

During all three terms, in conjunction
with all the fun they had, they
also managed to get down to the
business of school. Important skills
were practiced: time management,
organization, self-advocacy,
assessment preparation, and
mindfulness training. In addition,
supporting the tripartite philosophy
of the School, sports teams and fine
arts groups were buoyed along by our
young Grade 8 participants.
Much thanks goes out to all the
teachers and staff who supported
this band of happy souls. The biggest
thanks, however, goes to the students
themselves, who made this journey so
fabulous.
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campus LIFE
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Marius Felix

The Brentwood student body is one
that chooses to be here. This creates
a community that is notable for its
inclusion, its ability to support and
elevate its citizens and the broader
community. Not only does the School
work to be socially responsible, but our
staff and students carry this sense of
involvement and leadership beyond
the gates and into communities, both
local and global. This takes shape in the
many student-led projects and groups
that are the hallmark of campus life
at Brentwood; from KidLit at the local
elementary school with Ms. Hedquist
to Service Trips to Peru and Swaziland,
our students are involved and invested.
Charity Work Day projected the
students and staff into our local
community in a very tangible way. We
collectively volunteered thousands of
hours and earned donations totaling
over $16,000, an increase of over 10%
from the previous year!
Our Service Trips this year included
trips to Peru, Swaziland and Nicaragua.
In Peru we once again partnered with
Mosqoy, a Canadian-Peru charity that
supports the educational and cultural

rights of indigenous communities. In
Swaziland we partnered with SwaziKids,
a BC based charity dedicated to
improving the lives of some of the most
vulnerable children in Swaziland. All
three trips were incredibly rewarding
for both staff and students alike and
are a harbinger of more to come as
the School continues to increase
opportunities for developing globalmindedness in our students.
TEDxBrentwoodCollegeSchool was
held in October again this year with an
expanded audience including the entire
student body. Students Muhammad
Khan ’16, Caitlin Wardrop ’16 and
Andrew Will ’17 presented, along with
notable alumni Dr. Ryan D’Arcy ’93 and
Olympian and Brentwood parent Silken
Laumann.
The Brentwood Environmental Action
Team (BEAT) continues to be a force
on campus. An old proverb, Waste Not,
Want Not, was the BEAT’s motivation
for this year’s theme. This proverb
means that “if you use a commodity
or resource carefully and without
extravagance, you will never be in
need.” As a community, The BEAT

wanted to increase awareness about
misuse of our resources, increase the
effectiveness with which we use the
resources we have, and educate our
community about the importance of
waste streaming.
As part of our mandate to educate
there were many opportunities
during the year to explore our use of
resources.
Food scraps from the Brentwood
kitchen are sent to a local farm to
feed the pigs and chickens and the
cooking oil is sent to the Cowichan
Biodiesel Co-op for recycling. The
BEAT sponsored the Grade 9 tour of
the Cowichan Biodiesel Co-op where
they learned about the production of
biodiesel as well as information about
where our waste goes and the impact
that it is making.
There are many opportunities to sort
our waste whether it is on our campus
grounds, in the boarding houses, or
sorting our refundables to be sent to
Encorp for recycling.
The BEAT also conducted educational
campaigns on the protection of old
www.brentwood.bc.ca : 11

growth forests on Vancouver Island, as
well as on the conservation of special
places like Mesachie Lake Forestry
Research Centre, Botanical Beach,
Avatar Grove and Somenos Marsh.

Service, Peer Assistance, Resource
Counselors or (SPARC) volunteers also
amassed an incredible number of hours
of service throughout the year! This
included many initiatives such as:

The BEAT worked to educate our
community at school assemblies, in
educational emails, and through an
Energy Consumption Reduction contest
in April.

Volunteering with Acacia Lodge,
Cowichan District Hospital, Cairnsmore
Lodge, Khowhemun Elementary
School, Evergreen Elementary
School’s Children & Apple Pie Fair,
Hospice Society, Canadian Breast
Cancer Foundation, & Canadian Blood
Services.

The BEAT hopes that our community
has become more informed not only
about the impact of our waste but
also about how we can become more
sustainable in how we manage it. In the
words of Margaret Mead, “Never doubt
that a small group of thoughtful citizens
can change the world. Indeed, it is the
only thing that ever has.”
Mirroring the efforts of the BEAT,
the Student Activities Council (SAC)
approached the year with a gusto that
carried the School through right to the
end. A few of the highlights for the SAC
for 2015-2016 include:
End of Summer Bash—Including
swimming on the waterfront, a slip-nslide, cotton candy, floats and the large
outdoor dance on the plaza.
Fright Week—Included student
pumpkin carving, the jack-o-lantern
art show, the People’s Choice meal,
costume contest, Day of the Ddead and
the haunted house.
Spirit Week—Included red/black day,
crazy hair day, showcase basketball and
hockey games, pizza/T-shirt giveaways,
twin day, fundraising canteens, and the
first ever Brentwood tailgate party.
International Theme Nights—The many
international meals organized and
served by the students from countries
around the world.
12 : THE BRENTONIAN : 2016

Fundraising for:
• BC Children’s Hospital Foundation:
$1460
• Run for the Cure—Canadian Breast
Cancer Foundation: $11,000
• Canadian Blood Services: 30
donations
• CMS Food Bank Christmas Toy Drive
for local families

Campaigns supported by SPARC
included Anti-Bullying Pink Day, Red My
Lips, Epilepsy Awareness, Movember,
Mental Health Awareness, and Drug
Awareness.
The Grad Committee worked diligently
this year in its bid to raise money for
the Bursary Fund. The events the
committee ran included the annual Air
Bands, Snowball, Candy Grams and
Valentine’s Dance as well as the Casino
night with our friends at SLS. The final
tally was a donation of over $10,000
to the Class of 2016 Fund. Well done,
graduating Class of 2016!

04.29.17 BRENTWOOD HOMECOMING!

we look forward to seeing you
Saturday, April 29, 2017

HOMECOMING 2017

Brentwood College School
— E S T. 19 2 3 —

RSVP reesa.hinks@brentwood.bc.ca | www.brentwood.bc.ca/alumni
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academics UPDATE
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David McCarthy

All academic departments had
an energetic year with strong
performances from students
on examinations and in various
competitions:
• In English, Glory C. was selected
to compete in the Poetry in Voice
National Final (poetry recitation) and
won an expense-paid trip to Toronto
where she advanced to the semifinal.
• Liam Brockley (’16) wrote a “choose
your own adventure” interactive
novel.
• In Modern Languages, nine students
participated in the Provincial
Concours d’Art Oratoire (French

Speech Contest) in May at SFU.
Leila M. obtained first and Alex
Dalcourt (’16) second place for the
first time in Brentwood history.
• In science, Tessa W. competed in a
National Science Fair and claimed
a Bronze for her project on pattern
recognition.
• In senior biology, two students,
Will Schokking (’16) and Natalie P.,
impressed by finishing in the top 25%
in the national Biology Competition
organised by the University of
Toronto.
All departments ran a variety of field
trips taking students to university labs,

wilderness areas, and even a castle,
to experience learning in a way that
no text or video can ever duplicate.
A new course that combined Civics 11
and Biology 11 made several trips to
emphasise the connection between
our environment and our political
decision-making process. Students
in the Honours Math 9 class coded a
humanoid robot as part of a pilot project
that will see all Grade 9 students work
with the robot in the 2016-17 school
year. The competitive robotics team
reached the Provincial Finals.
Software engineering students created
a variety of games and apps while
students in Design 11 created computer
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models of buildings to house a space for prayer, reflection
and contemplation on campus. Students in Scott Doehler’s
and Graeme Campbell’s Design and Engineering class built
the school’s first 3D printer.
In the Business department, students competed for
Innovation Awards in a “Dragon’s Den” format with local
business leaders as judges. In Term 3 in the Virtual Stock
Market Challenge, Alexis Cruz de Echeverria Weber (’16)
was the top investor with a three month return of 156%! In
mathematics, the following students scored in the top 25% of
the 16,000 students who wrote the University of Waterloo’s
mathematics contest: Iain A., Antonio C., Mitchell C.,
Crawford Crooks (’16), Valentin E., Sophie F., Vivian F., Kavi
G., Shayla G., Flora H., Evan H., Nancy J., Olamide O., Zara
P., Vanessa P., Alexander P., Nick P., Hannah R., Federico S.,
Julia S., Joyce Y., Francis V., and Bethany W. Close to the
math classrooms, students enjoyed the benefits of a new
“break-out” space in the Ross building for collaborative
study, complete with a variety of seating options and access
to whiteboards.

NEW ACADEMIC PLAN
Brentwood College School’s Academic Plan emerges as an
extension of the Strategic Plan to bring the School’s Vision to life:
Brentwood will set the standard globally for inspirational and
transformative learning.
The goal of the Academic Plan is to provide direction as
decisions are made to inspire a leading-edge place of learning
for faculty and students alike. The Academic Plan focuses on five
commitments:

A Commitment to Thinking
A deep understanding of how we think enables us to capitalize
on problem-solving opportunities through creative and critical
thinking. Innovation comes about through curiosity and the
investigation of what might be with a willingness to take risks
and make connections across a wide array of disciplines.

A Commitment to Global-Mindedness
Global thinkers have a positive impact in the world. Globalminded students think beyond their own context and engage
in conversation with others to gain a better understanding of
global complexities and possibilities.

A Commitment to a Learner-Centred Approach
Current brain research has significantly increased our
understanding of how people learn. Key to this is the knowledge
that all students learn in their own unique way and need to
be engaged for this to happen. They then need to be able to
effectively communicate their learning for a variety of purposes.

A Commitment to Experiential Learning
Experiential learning refers to learning by doing. It requires us
to ask questions of what we observe and understand, and then
reflect on these experiences critically for deeper learning.

A Commitment to Inspirational Teaching
Passionate faculty who live in a growth mindset are exemplary
models for students. Testament to this mindset, faculty engage
in ongoing professional development, coaching and feedback,
with student learning, always, at the forefront. Like the students
they teach, they are lifelong learners.
In order to actualize this plan, it is important to identify our
strengths and our opportunities.

Summary
The Academic Plan provides direction for actualizing the
School’s vision with respect to the academic program. In order
for our faculty and students to experience transformational
and inspirational learning, these commitments must be at the
core of decision-making. Building on our strengths and taking
advantage of our opportunities will be pivotal in creating a
leading-edge place of learning.
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ALUMNI PROFILE

ayla
el-moussa
NAME

GRAD YEAR

HOUSE

FAVOURITE CITY?

Ayla El-Moussa

2009

Alex

London and Paris

FAVOURITE TEACHER(S)

Definitely all the teachers are insanely awesome, but
my three most notable are Mr. MacLean, my Art
History teacher, Mr. Collis & Mr. Wardrop (who
basically come together).
WHY?

Mr. MacLean was definitely the most influential
teacher in terms of inspiring me, even still
to this day. He actually just wrote my
recommendation letter for my Masters
program in Mythology, which has a lot to
do with studying Art History.
And Mr. Collis and Mr. Wardrop I just had
a hilarious rapport with, we were always
laughing about things.

WHY?

London to live; I love everything about it, the
people, the weather, the vibe. And Paris in
terms of art history, creativity and visiting.
WHAT WAS YOUR FAVOURITE
CAFETERIA MEAL BACK IN THE DAY?

The breakfast cakes
FAVOURITE MEAL NOW?

Anything sushi
WHAT WAS THE LAST NEW THING YOU TRIED?

Probably standing on the edge of an 8000 ft drop in Yosemite (anything for
the shot right?).

FAVOURITE / MOST HILARIOUS
BRENTWOOD MEMORY?

HIGH SCHOOL CRUSH?

When we had a snow storm and all the power
cut out and, of course, we were the only school
running the next day.

Ashley Perry *sigh*

WHAT ARE YOU CURRENTLY DOING
(PROFESSIONALLY OR OTHERWISE)?

I own a creative company with my husband called 25th Century and I am
actually just starting my Masters/Phd in Depth Psychology and Mythology.
DREAM JOB?

Running my company!

DOG OR CAT?

Dog
FAVOURITE INSTAGRAM?

@25thCentury & @47States

WHAT ARE YOU LISTENING TO?

Parker Ighile and Ludovico Einaudi
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arts UPDATE
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Edna Widenmaier

Arts educate the imagination. The
diversity, depth and unique delivery of
our Arts programs enable students to
explore and embrace creative selfexpression, self-awareness, empathy
and emotional intelligence. We are very
proud of their accomplishments. Here
are some of the highlights of a very
robust and vibrant year in the studios,
on performing arts stages and in
competitions:
• In the Visual Arts, the arts captains
and faculty assembled two
major exhibitions that crossed all
disciplines: Space in November and
Circus for the April Regatta. The
Circus show featured a luscious
selection of drawings, paintings
and sculpted heads, plus swinging
acrobats.
• Visiting artists such as Amy Klazak
assisted students in projects that
explored the themes of “self and
memories.”
• The potters donated beautiful
bowls to be sold at the Youth
Empowerment Society’s fundraiser
the “Superbowls of Hope” that helps
fund programs for street youth in
Victoria.
• In our Photography program, the
annual Photography show drew
buyers to a local restaurant in
Duncan. Alumni Chris Wingfield
(’05) led workshops in large format
camera use. Joe Krysl (’16) placed
in the top twenty of the world with
his photograph “Sisimiut” for the
Saatchi Gallery of London, England
International Competition and

second in the 2016 Best of High
School and College Photography
Competition.
• In Robotics and Engineering,
students in the engineering class
built the school’s first 3D printer
and the Competitive Robotics
team made it to the BC Provincial
Championships.
• The Model UN students hosted
the largest IMUN conference on
Vancouver Island, with over 200
students in attendance. Thirteen
travelled to Montreal and Ottawa
to attend SUNSS, Canada’s largest
Model UN conference.
• Our debate teams dominated in
Regional and Provincial tournaments,
and, as a result, two of our debaters
went on the Nationals. We hosted
the World’s Scholar Cup Gathering,
and from this, several of our students
travelled to Prague over the summer
to compete internationally.
• In our busy music festival season,
our Wind Ensemble achieved a
ranking of Excellent Plus while
the String Ensemble received a
Superior ranking and an invitation to
MusicFest Canada Nationals 2017 in
Niagara Falls, Ontario.
• Francis V. and Maria R. have been
invited, after auditioning, to perform
with the BC Honour Orchestra
in October, while Hannah R. has
received the same honour for the
Choir.

ventures to festivals in Richmond and
Victoria.
• The Senior Acting class presented
Who Am I This Time? at the St.
George’s One Act Drama Festival
in Vancouver. Antony V. received
an honourable mention for his
performance.
• In Dance, the newly formed Elite
Dance Crew took first place
(Competitive Teen Jazz Category)
at the Just Dance Challenge and
High Gold at the COREDance
Competition. The Junior Experience
Company performed at the
Highlights Evening of the Greater
Victoria Performing Arts Festival.
• The Senior Play students presented
the cheeky action-packed commedia
dell’arte comedy The Servant of Two
Masters in April.
• The quirky and very popular musical
The Addams Family took to the
Killy Theatre stage in February,
featuring a large ensemble of
performers playing the unusual roles
of the ancestors and creating many
memorable moments from the leads.
• Showcasing our students continued
throughout the year, providing many
students with the opportunity to
perform for their peers and public
audiences in the Concerts for a
Winter’s and Summer’s Eve and
the Evening of Dance, events all
supported by our hard-working
theatre production students.

• This year marked the inauguration
of the Men’s Choir with successful
www.brentwood.bc.ca : 19

athletics UPDATE
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Blake Gage

We are pleased to report that
Brentwood continues to offer
unparalleled opportunities in our
athletic program. Recreational and
lifestyle oriented activities allowed
non-competitive athletes to discover
a passion for physical fitness. Our
Outdoor Pursuits members were
fortunate to be part of a program that
takes students to pristine places about
which the rest of us can only dream.
Some of our cross-trainers experienced
their first ever triathlon and a number of
our students engaged in the Oak Bay
Half Marathon.

Mid-Island League and qualifying for
Islands and Provincials.

St. Michael’s, St. George’s and
Shawnigan in league play.

• Senior Girls Soccer earning a berth
at the Provincial Championship for
the first time in 5 years

• The 1st XV Boys Rugby team
finished 4th in the province
(5th in provincial 7s).

• Senior Boys Soccer finishing 4th on
the Island

• The Senior Girls Rugby team
finished 4th in the province
(bronze in provincial 7s).

• The hockey team winning the Ross
Cup and touring Ontario.
• Junior Girls Basketball team earning
a berth at the Island Championship.

• Rowing at the CSSRA National
Championships:
n

Four Gold medals: Senior Girls 4+,
Senior Lwt. Boys 4+, Senior Boys
4+, Junior Boys 4X

n

Three Silver medals: Senior Lwt.
Girls 4+, Senior Boys 8+, Junior
Boys 8+

n

One Bronze medal: Senior Lwt.
Girls 8+

n

Boys second in Canada.

n

Girls third in Canada.

• Senior Boys Basketball winning the
ISA Championship.

For our competitive teams, Brentwood’s
performance showed great
improvement over last year’s results.
Some highlights include:

• Junior Girls Tennis capturing
provincial bronze and the Junior
Boys Tennis earning 4th in the
province.

• Senior Girls Field Hockey and Senior
Girls Volleyball qualifying for the
Provincial Championships.

• Senior Tennis (boys and girls)
winning Islands and earning silver at
Provincials.

• Junior Girls Volleyball winning their

• Junior Boys Rugby going on a UK
tour and also defeating Oak Bay,

www.brentwood.bc.ca : 21
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university COUNSELLING
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Rick Rodrigues

The Class of 2016 enjoyed some stellar
results and are now attending 52
universities in eight different countries,
five Canadian provinces and seven US
states.
• 86% of the graduating class received
an offer of admission from their 1st
choice university.
• 576 offers of admission were
received from 119 schools around the
world.
• There was an acceptance rate of 73%
on all of their applications.
• 70% of the grads received a
scholarship offer from at least one
of the universities to which they
applied.
• They collectively accumulated
scholarship award offers, both merit
and athletic, in excess of $2.2 M.
The top five destinations of the
Class of 2016:
• 29 to the University of Victoria
• 18 to Queen’s University
• 14 to the University of British
Columbia
• 10 to Western University
• 6 to McGill University

70%

OF GRADS RECEIVED
SCHOLARSHIP OFFERS
www.brentwood.bc.ca : 23

welcome NEW FACULTY
LEARNING SUPPORT, SOCIAL STUDIES, ROWING

Gillian Coy

B.A (UVIC), B. ED., M.A (VIU)

Gillian was born in Vancouver, and except for a
stint growing up in Prince George, has spent her
life on the West Coast. After a 20 year career as a
Dental Hygienist, teaching people about their oral
health, she returned to school to fulfill her lifelong
dream of being a teacher. Gillian earned her B.A.
in English Literature from UVIC in 1989. During her
time at UVIC she was an integral member of the
rowing team in the role of coxswain. In 2010, she
gained her B.Ed. degree from Vancouver Island
University, and in 2013 she completed her M.Ed. in
Special Education. She recently joined the faculty
after an eight-year residency at Shawnigan Lake
School where she was a dorm parent, English
teacher, Learning Support teacher and Rowing
Coach. At Brentwood, Gillian is excited to be a
Learning Support teacher, a Social Studies teacher,
and a Rowing coach. Her personal philosophy of
education involves inspiring the whole person to
achieve the best that they are capable of in all
aspects of their lives. She is married to Tim Coy
who is a Shawnigan Lake School English teacher,
and her two dogs, Bella and Lucy, are her most
treasured possessions. Her greatest passion,
besides teaching, is being in the mountains.

PHYSICS, SCIENCE, SOCCER COACH

Giselle Lawrence

BSC. ENGINEERING (PUCP), MSC. (WALES)

Giselle was born and raised in Peru. She holds a BSc
and an Engineering Title from Pontificia Universidad
Catolica del Peru (PUCP), and, as a British
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Government Scholar, she obtained an MSc from
University of Wales, UK. She worked as an engineer
for more than a decade in different projects in South
America and taught engineering courses at PUCP.
In the year 2000, she moved to Canada with her
family and, a few years later, she decided to fulfill
a dream that she had when she was a high school
student, to become a high school teacher. She
obtained her B.Ed from UBC and started teaching
at KDHS in Vancouver in the year 2007. There
she taught mostly Physics and Calculus but she
also had the opportunity of teaching Spanish and
Geography. In all of these courses, she enjoyed
implementing the use of technology. Currently, she
is very happy teaching Physics and Science and
assisting in the coaching of soccer at Brentwood.

in both the language and science departments
at several schools in the Cowichan Valley. Mr.
Miller is known for his infectious enthusiasm in
the classroom and for his use of puns to spiceup lessons. Outside of school, Mr. Miller and his
wife Karena are busy raising their sons Jonah and
Sam, whilst caring for a variety of other domestic
vertebrates. He and his family can often be found
out exploring areas of Vancouver Island “where
the wild things are” on foot and via kayak. A keen
interest in astronomy and aviation also keep
Michael’s eyes skyward when not looking for birds.

MACROECONOMICS, BASKETBALL

When not thinking of Physics, you can find her
dancing or volunteering in Peru, and spending time
with her husband and son. Together they very much
enjoy traveling, supporting their favorite football
teams, playing music and taking care of Diego
their cat.

BIOLOGY, FRENCH

Michael Miller

B.SC. (GUELPH), M.SC. (SASKATCHEWAN),
P.D.P.P. (VICTORIA)

Michael J. R. Miller was born and raised in the nonwilds of Mississauga, Ontario. A fascination with
animals led to a degree in Zoology which eventually
turned into a passion for birds. He then migrated
westward to Saskatchewan where he completed a
M.Sc. investigating lead poisoning in Bald Eagles.
Work as a field biologist led him to Arizona and
sites throughout western Canada and Ontario, all
working with various raptor species. During and
after graduate school, Michael taught in biology
labs at both the Universities of Saskatchewan
and Victoria, and it was there that he realized
how much he loved teaching. He completed his
teaching credentials in 2006, and began teaching
in the Cowichan Valley School District. Within
the last six years, Michael returned to school to
re-visit the French language and has since taught

Jillian Napier

B.A. (LAURIER), B.ED. (BROCK), MBA (VICTORIA)

Jillian graduated from Wilfrid Laurier with her
BBA Co-op degree and proceeded to investigate
the teaching life at Shawnigan Lake School as a
junior faculty member. She enjoyed it so much
that she returned to Ontario to earn a BEd at
Brock University and then taught at Trinity College
School in Port Hope, Ontario. Needless to say, she
couldn’t shake the West Coast bug, so she and
her husband, Jim Ganley, moved back out to the
island where Jillian pursued her MBA at UVic and
was an assistant coach with the Vikes Women’s
Basketball CIS Championship team. Upon receiving
her MBA, she spent some time in the e-commerce
and consulting industries then switched her
main focus to family life and raising three
children, Jack, Jensa and Jay, while maintaining
a local consulting practice in her spare time.
Jillian brings 3 decades of coaching experience (in
basketball, rugby, soccer, rowing and volleyball)
to the Brentwood athletic programme, ranging
from the community level through to elite and
provincial development programs. Despite
her strapping 5′2″ frame, as an athlete, she
competed at the university level in rugby, rowing
and basketball. Now, a little older and a lot
more sensible, you can find her on the hardcourt
coaching rather than playing—a transition for
which her knees and ankles are deeply grateful.

VALETE

BACK ROW: Simon Beatty, Graeme Campbell, Katie Dick, Laura Mullins and Catherine Lumsden. FRONT ROW: Nanyak Dala, Patrick Kay, Brendan Varro,
Jane Jackson, Ashley Beatty & Kristy Martens.

The life of any institution is marked with

After a one year leave, Ms. Catherine

is now based in Toronto. We thank him for

myriad relationships and Brentwood is no

Lumsden returns to Selwyn House School

his seven years of service and for sharing

exception. Each year we bid a fond farewell

in Montreal as Head of the Mathematics.

Della, Jeff, and Emily with us.

to faculty and staff as they move on to other
opportunities and we would like to
acknowledge their contributions.
The Residential Faculty Assistants,
Nanyak Dala, Katie Dick, Patrick Kay,
Laura Mullins and Brendan Varro, provided
energy and optimism to our campus and we
wish them well.
Dance Instructor, Ms. Samantha Madge is
transiting to a role in the child and youth
services program in Nanaimo.
Mr. Graeme Campbell has been promoted
to the Head of Educational Technology at
Glenlyon Norfolk School.

Ms. Kristy Martens returns to Calgary to
resume her Science leadership role at
Westmount Charter School.
Mr. Simon Beatty and Mrs. Ashley Beatty
return to Central Canada where Mrs. Beatty
will be teaching grade 5 French at the York
School in Toronto.
Mr. Gord Horth has been our senior boys
and senior girls soccer coach for eight years
and leaves a remarkable legacy of both fun
and competitiveness in what Mr. Garvey
calls, “the beautiful game.”
Mr. Kevin Lawrence departed on May 1st for
a new role in the aeronautical industry and

We would also like to recognize the
contributions of Mr. Shem Fitzgerald, our
faculty exchange from Geelong Grammar,
Australia. We will miss Shem and his family
on campus and wish them all the best.
Please see page 98 for our farewell to
Mrs. Jane Jackson.
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class 2016

INTRODUCING THE

OF
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Kaali Allan*, Vancouver, BC,
Western University, ON,
Richard Ivey School of Business
Dual Degree: Engineering
& Honours Business
Administration
Sophia Auton, Mill Bay, BC,
Queen’s University, ON, Arts
Gabi Balcaen, Vernon, BC,
University of Victoria, BC,
Social Sciences
April Barnes*, Vancouver, BC,
University of Ottawa, ON, Arts:
Communications & Political
Science
Sean Barnes, Vancouver, BC,
Gap year to work, then to
Imperial College London, UK,
Theoretical Physics
Louis Barry*, Palo Alto, CA,
University of Denver, CO,
Mechanical Engineering
Jared Bayley*, Crofton, BC, Gap
year to attend a leadership
training and development
program, then to University of
Victoria, BC, Science
Sarah Beaudet*, Duncan, BC,
University of Victoria, BC,
Social Sciences
Elizabeth Bertozzi*, Grande
Prairie, AB, University of
Toronto–St. George’s,
Engineering
Megan Binder*, St. Albert, AB,
University of British Columbia–
Vancouver, BC, Arts: Economics
Liam Bontkes*, Cobble Hill, BC,
University of British Columbia–
Vancouver, BC, Engineering
Ethan Bottomley*, Lake
Cowichan, BC, St. Francis
Xavier University, NS,
Humanities: History

Leo Brandon*, Dhahran, Saudi
Arabia, Queen’s University, ON,
Engineering

Takara Charalambous*,
Nanaimo, BC, Western
University, ON, Science

Zackary Breen, Vancouver,
BC, Langara College, BC, Arts:
Psychology

Wasay Chaudhry, Lahore,
Pakistan, Camosun College,
BC, Arts: Psychology

Trevor Briggs, Los Gatos, CA,
Dartmouth College, NH, Liberal
Arts: Economics

Rachel Cheung, Hong Kong,
University of Warwick, UK,
Management

Paul Brinkschulte*, Killarney,
MB, Royal Military College of
Canada, ON, Regular Officer
Training Program: Science
Liam Brockley*, Duncan, BC,
University of Victoria, BC,
Science: Biochemistry
Adam Bullis*, Edmonton, AB,
University of Victoria, BC,
Commerce
Jason Bullis*, Edmonton, AB,
University of Victoria, BC,
Social Sciences: Psychology
Delaney Bunning, Cochrane,
AB, Camosun College, BC,
Business Administration
Jonathan Butcher, Invermere,
BC, University of Victoria, BC,
Engineering
Diego Cantu, El Paso, TX,
University of Texas, El Paso, TX,
Engineering
Emma Carr*, Lantzville,
BC, Western University,
ON, Richard Ivey School of
Business, Honours Business
Administration
Breno Chan*, Recife, Brazil,
University of British Columbia–
Vancouver, BC, Engineering
Christopher Chan*, Victoria,
BC, University of Victoria, BC,
Science

Stephanie Cheung*, Hong
Kong, University of British
Columbia–Vancouver, Science:
Pharmacy
Jaclyn Childs*, Mill Bay, BC,
University of Victoria, BC, Fine
Arts: Theatre
Judy Choi, Vancouver, BC, New
York University, NY, Media,
Culture & Communication
Garrison Comber*, West
Vancouver, BC, Queen’s
University, ON, Arts
Sophia Conradi*, Comox,
BC, Queen’s University, ON,
Science: Pre-Medicine
Nessa Corrao-Bal*, Sun Valley,
ID, University of Vermont, VT,
Education & Social Services

Alexis Cruz de Echeverria
Weber*, Puerto Vallarta, Mexico,
University of British Columbia–
Vancouver, BC, Arts: Economics
Tamara Cruz de Echeverria
Weber, Puerto Vallarta, Mexico,
University of Toronto–St.
George’s, ON, Architectural
Studies
Céitinn Cusson*, Nanaimo, BC,
Gap year to work and volunteer
locally, then to University of
Victoria, BC, Humanities
Alex Dalcourt*, Hearst, ON,
University Ottawa, ON, Telfer
School of Management Dual
Degree: Law (Juris Doctor) &
Commerce
Adriaan de Beer*, Cobble Hill,
BC, University of Victoria, BC,
Social Sciences: Economics
Mohit Dhir, Grande Prairie,
AB, Les Roches International
School of Hotel Management,
Switzerland, Hospitality
Management
Thomas Di Fiore, Montreal,
QC, University of Victoria, BC,
Humanities

Aysha Cotterill*, Wawa, ON,
University of Waterloo, ON,
Engineering: Systems Design

Trevor Edwards*, Tiburon,
CA, The George Washington
University, DC, Liberal Arts:
International Affairs & Middle
East Studies

Conner Crabtree*, Bozeman,
MT, University of Victoria, BC,
Social Sciences

Peter Ehrlich*, Duncan, BC,
University of British Columbia–
Vancouver, BC, Engineering

Bryn Crawford*, Vancouver, BC,
McGill University, QC, Arts

Danika Elias*, Chilliwack, BC,
Acadia University, NS, Arts
& Science: Psychology &
Sociology

Charlie Crooks, Fairfield,
CT, Bucknell University, PA,
Engineering

Nate Elmes*, Mill Bay, BC,
University of Victoria, BC,
Science
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Joseph Fargey*, Deep Cove,
BC, Queen’s University, ON,
Science: Mathematics

Miles Jonson*, Nanaimo, BC,
University College Dublin,
Ireland, Medicine

Annie Flintoft*, Vancouver, BC,
Western University, ON, Media,
Information & Technoculture

David Karekezi, Kigali, Rwanda,
Northeastern University, MA,
Finance

Tyler Gay*, Mexico City, Mexico,
Queen’s University, ON,
Computing
Sergey Gladkiy*, Moscow,
Russia, Queen’s University, ON,
Mechanical Engineering
Serena Green*, Vancouver, BC,
University of British Columbia–
Vancouver, BC, Science
Bryn Griffiths*, Cowichan Bay,
BC, University of Calgary, AB,
Engineering
Ntando Haanyama*,
Johannesburg, South Africa,
McGill University, QC, Arts

Audrey Kellogg*, Seattle, WA,
Scripps College, CA, Liberal
Arts
Julia Kenklies*, Victoria, BC,
Dalhousie University, NS, Arts
Will Kenny*, Saltspring Island,
BC, University of Waterloo, ON,
Geological Engineering
Muhammad Khan*, Dhahran,
Saudi Arabia, University of
British Columbia–Vancouver,
BC, Science
Salman Khattak*, Dhahran,
Saudi Arabia, Queen’s
University, ON, Engineering

Tom Hamilton-Lane,
Edmonton, AB, McGill
University, QC, Arts

Irakli Khurtsidze, Havana,
Cuba, University of Edinburgh,
UK, Business Management

Mckenna Haz*, Victoria, BC,
University of Victoria, BC,
Social Sciences

Bennett King*, Toronto, ON,
Western University, ON,
Management & Organizational
Studies

Serena Hildebrandt, Hong
Kong, Skidmore College, NY,
Liberal Arts
Daniel Hill*, Edmonton, AB,
Glion Institute of Higher
Education, Switzerland,
Hospitality Management
Ellis Hollands*, Vancouver,
BC, Western University, ON,
Mechanical Engineering
Petra Jackson*, Oak Harbor,
WA, University of Vermont, VT,
Nursing & Health Sciences
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Ellie Krasny, Whistler, BC,
Queen’s University, ON, Arts
Joe Krysl*, Campbell River,
BC, University of Victoria, BC,
Science
Renee LaFreniere*, Dhahran,
Saudi Arabia, University of
British Columbia–Vancouver,
BC, Kinesiology
Gareth Lamb*, Prince George,
BC, Queen’s University, ON,
Engineering

Emily Lawrence*, Shawnigan
Lake, BC, Western University,
ON, Richard Ivey School
of Business Dual Degree:
Engineering & Honours
Business Administration
Paige Ledingham*, Regina, SK,
Brock University, ON, Fine Arts:
Studio Arts
Marie Léger*, Dhahran, Saudi
Arabia, Queen’s University, ON,
Engineering
ArthurRay Lin*, Taipei, Taiwan,
Parsons the New School, NY,
Fine Arts: Fashion Design
Jeremy Lo*, Vancouver, BC,
Wilfrid Laurier University, ON,
Business Administration
Sarah Lundy*, Nanaimo, BC,
Queen’s University, ON, Arts:
Psychology
Kevin Luo*, White Rock,
BC, University of Southern
California, CA, Business
Administration
Johnny Madigan*, Vancouver,
BC, Queen’s University, ON,
Engineering
Galen Malthouse*, Denman
Island, BC, University of
Victoria, BC, Social Sciences
Raihan Manji, Fort McMurray,
AB, University of Calgary, AB,
Arts: Computer Science
Brooke Martin*, Sylvan Lake,
AB, University of Victoria, BC,
Engineering
Delaney Martin, Cobble Hill,
BC, University of Victoria, BC,
Social Sciences

Daniel Martinez del Campo
Melgarejo*, Cuernavaca,
Mexico, New York University,
NY, Actuarial Science
Francesco Maulini, Torino,
Italy, Liceo Classico Massimo
D’Azeglio to complete the
Italian diploma, then to
university
Hannah McDonald, Shawnigan
Lake, BC, Gap year to work,
then to University of Victoria,
BC, Social Science: Psychology
Hannah McDougall*, Dawson
City, YT, Gap year to work and
travel, then to McGill University,
QC, Arts
Matt McKay*, Ras Tanura, Saudi
Arabia, Carleton University, ON,
Journalism
Teagan McNeill*, Calgary,
AB, University of Southern
California, CA, Business
Administration
Robin McNie, Nanaimo,
BC, University of Victoria:
Humanities
Natalie McVicar*,
Johannesburg, South Africa,
Queen’s University, ON, Arts:
Psychology
William Mitchell*, Comox,
BC, Queen’s University, ON,
Commerce
Delaina Moug*, Grande Prairie,
AB, University of British
Columbia–Vancouver, BC, Arts
Layli Naghdy, Sooke BC, Gap
year to work and volunteer
abroad, then to university

Austin Nieswandt*, Regina,
SK, Western University,
ON, Richard Ivey School of
Business, Honours Business
Administration
Jacob Norman*, Mill Bay, BC,
University of Victoria, BC,
Engineering
Jessica Novecosky*, Courtenay,
BC, Brock University, ON,
Kinesiology
Hezekiah Odaibo*, Grande
Prairie, AB, University of St
Andrews, UK, Medicine
Kenshin Ohta, Tokyo, Japan,
University of Toronto–
Scarborough, ON, Humanities
Romelia Osorio, Mexico
City, Mexico, New York Film
Academy, CA, Filmmaking
Daniel Pardo Suarez, Bogota,
Colombia, University of
Victoria, BC, Social Sciences:
Economics
Mitali Patel*, Mill Bay, BC,
Wilfrid Laurier University, ON,
Communications
Abel Peeters*, Duncan, BC,
University of Victoria, BC,
Social Sciences: Political
Science
Patricia Pham*, Dhahran, Saudi
Arabia, Emily Carr University
of Art & Design, BC, Fine Arts:
Foundation Year
Georgia Philipp*, Wetaskiwin,
AB, University of Alberta, AB,
Arts
Rachel Pigeon*, Duncan, BC,
University of British Columbia–
Okanagan, BC, Kinesiology

Nick Pleva, Victoria, BC, Gap
year to travel and develop a
business
Achyuth Prabhakar*, Al-Khobar,
Saudi Arabia, University of
British Columbia–Vancouver,
BC, Engineering

Denver Simmermon*, Denver,
CO, Gap year to work at
Geelong Grammar School
in Australia, then to Bentley
University, MA, Finance
Alexandra Sinclair*, Mill Bay,
BC, Queen’s University, ON,
Commerce

Alex Ridenour*, Duncan, BC,
University of Pennsylvania, PA,
Science: Pre-Nursing

Kaela Sinclair*, Mill Bay, BC,
Queen’s University, ON, Arts

Victor Robbins*, Leduc County,
AB, University of Waterloo, ON,
Science & Business

Joe Small, Kelowna, BC,
University of Victoria, BC,
Humanities

Tommaso Sacchi, Milan, Italy,
University of Bath, UK, Civil &
Architectural Engineering

Monica Smith*, Fort Langley,
BC, University of British
Columbia–Okanagan, BC,
Sciences

Prashanta Saha*, Abqaiq, Saudi
Arabia, University of British
Columbia–Vancouver, BC,
Engineering

Julie Song, Seoul, Korea,
University College Dublin,
Ireland, Medicine

Will Schokking*, Prince George,
BC, University of Victoria, BC,
Engineering

Josie Storey, Whitehorse, YT,
University of British Columbia–
Okanagan, BC, Arts

Katlan Scragg, Vancouver,
BC, University of Victoria, BC,
Social Sciences: Psychology

Neha Tadepalli, Whitehorse,
YT, University of British
Columbia–Vancouver, BC, Arts

Daniel Senekal, Grande Prairie,
AB, University of Calgary, AB,
Arts
Zethu Shabangu*, Swaziland,
University in South Africa to
study business and finance
Avi Sharabi*, Cobble Hill, BC,
University of Victoria, BC,
Kinesiology
Sofya Shipova, Moscow,
Russia, Reed College, OR,
Liberal Arts & Science
Maria Shock*, Gabriola Island,
BC, McGill University, QC, Life
Sciences: Biochemistry

Wyatt Tanton, Camrose, AB,
Gap year to work at Scots
PGC College in Australia,
then to McGill University,
QC, Arts: Political Sciences &
International Relations
Ozgur Tarim*, Istanbul, Turkey,
Carleton University, ON,
Computer Science: Game
Development

Napatra Wacharapond*,
Bangkok, Thailand, King’s
College London, UK, Politics
Allie Waddell, Chandler, AZ,
Camosun College, BC, Health
& Human Services: Dental
Hygiene
Emma Walker*, Campbell River,
BC, University College Dublin,
Ireland, Medicine
Ellenna Ward*, Mill Bay, BC,
University of Victoria, BC,
Social Sciences: Political
Science
Caitlin Wardrop*, Shawnigan
Lake, BC, University of
Ottawa, ON, Social Sciences:
International Development &
Globalization
Rosie West, Toronto, ON,
Queen’s University, QC,
Science
Benjamin Wong*, Ho Chi Minh
City, Vietnam, University of
British Columbia–Vancouver,
BC, Engineering
Lauren Yanick*, Courtenay,
BC, Western University,
ON, Richard Ivey School of
Business, Honours Business
Administration
Cindy Zhang*, Fort McMurray,
AB, University of Toronto–
St. George’s, ON, Chemical
Engineering
*Denotes Scholarship winner at
one of their university choices

Lucas Taylor, Vancouver, BC,
Western University, ON, Media,
Information & Technoculture
Brett Vilk*, Grimsby, ON,
University of California–
Berkeley, CA, Letters & Science
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Rachel Kerswell ’01

I’ve learned that the path to the right career is never linear.
We often have to divert from what we expect of ourselves
to allow our expectations to be nothing like we imagined.
A graduate from McGill University with a kinesiology degree
is not a likely candidate to leave a job in advertising to
pursue a career in the wine industry. But sometimes, the
unlikely choices can bring us the most satisfaction, success,
and surprises.
After graduating from McGill in 2005, I worked in advertising
in Montreal. I had always had friends in restaurants; having
logged enough hours as a waitress and bartender in a
variety of restaurants in the city, I had built a solid network
of friends, foodies and winos. I never dreamed that I would
quit advertising and find my way back into restaurants as
a sommelier until a friend of mine inspired me to attend
wine tasting courses. What was an interest born of curiosity
naturally developed into a hobby, and then, that hobby
became a passion that fueled my career change. I started
working as a full-time sommelier at L’Orignal, a restaurant
in Montreal where I had free rein of the wine program. The
experience propelled me to validate my professional choice,
and in 2010 I received Level 2 certification as a sommelier.
As my life had proven time and again, my personal choices
enhanced my professional opportunities when I moved
to Los Angeles for a relationship. That move landed me
a job at La Osteria Mozza, a Mario Batali establishment
and a Michelin Star restaurant. As a sommelier, you really
can work anywhere, but the best wine programs in North
America are undoubtedly found in the major markets of the
United States, more specifically in Los Angeles and New
York. The transition from Montreal to Los Angeles was like
a graduation to a school of higher learning: my knowledge
base expanded, my expertise honed, and most importantly,
I recognized that there was so much more to learn. In 2013,
I once again moved across the country to New York, a city
in which I had always wanted to work as a wine professional.
There, my next sommelier job was at the NoMad Hotel,
also a Michelin Star restaurant. Working in high-end
establishments offers access to an expansive cellar, and an
opportunity to taste and discover wines that are not readily
available to the average buyer.
Back in Los Angeles after our time in New York, I found
The author exploring bouquets
at Domaine Pierre Morey,
Meursault, Burgundy

myself at another restaurant, the well-reputed Republique.
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whose familial history is intertwined
with the very vines that provide his
livelihood. Chave produces one of the
most sought after Syrah’s in the world.
His wines are haunting, deep, powerful
yet layered with elegance. Everything in
his wine is in its texture and structure, a
wonderful play between the two.

Enjoying her work at Ruinart, Champagne

Yet, I was itching to grow. Restaurants
and my sommelier certification had
built a strong foundation from which I
launched my career. To truly appreciate,
understand, and value the very thing
that had become my livelihood, I had to
understand its origin, and get to know
the winemakers and their vineyards. I
wanted to know firsthand where a wine
began, long before it was shelved in a
restaurant cellar. To get to the source, I
needed to travel.
I’ve always held French wines in
high regard; they are the darlings
of my palette. Propelled by my love
of the food, culture and language,
I had always had a special interest
and admiration for the history and
winemaking in France, and particularly
its renowned winemakers. France
shows incredible diversity of wine
across the regions, partly due to the
history of geographical ownership
ie: Germanic influences in Alsace and
Italian influences in Corsica. France
was the obvious choice to re-ignite my
education in wine.
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I began my trip in Jura, in eastern
France, a cool climate region known
for its distinct wines. There I met
winemaker Jean Bourdy, famous for
his Chateau-Chalon. The domaine
has been in operation for hundreds of
years, handed down from generation
to generation. When my friend and
I visited his cellar, he pulled a bottle
from the shelf—there was no label—
and offered it for us to taste blind. He
quizzed us on what vintage we thought
it was. I guessed 1986, dipping on
the older side, my instincts telling me
that this was a special bottle. Jean
smiled. The actual vintage was 1937.
We had tasted a bottle that had aged
for seven decades and yet remained
fresh and clean, it hadn’t turned at all.
It was a testament to the true talent
of a winemaker such as Jean, with an
established pedigree passed down
from his elders.
In Northern Rhone, I visited Jean
Louis Chave. His family has owned
vines on the hill of the Hermitage for
generations; yet another winemaker

Finally, I visited Burgundy, a region that
produces some of the most well known
wines in the world. I met Frederic
Mugnier at his estate in Chambolle
Musigny, purchased by his greatgreat-grandfather in 1899. Frederic’s
approach to winemaking is recognized
in the wine industry as profound: he
combines the scientific, the ethical and
the esthetic in measured proportions.
The result? His wines can be described
as ethereal, pretty, delicate, and
imbibed with finesse, and yet there is a
depth to them that allows them to age
with grace.
I flew home from Paris elated and
filled with new knowledge. I knew
fundamentally and without question that
great wines aren’t made in the cellar,
they are born on the vine. Healthy
vines and unwavering approaches
put into practice by seasoned
winemakers are key to producing
quality-driven, timeless wine. Armed
with my new experience, I couldn’t go
back to restaurants. I needed to find a
vocation that would bring me closer to
winemakers than ever before.
Unbeknownst to me at the time, my
travels in France were preparatory
steps towards the fork in the road my
career was about to come upon. A
week after my return to Los Angeles,
the owner of Source Imports and
my future employer, Ted Vance,
contacted me. He had been following
my journey on Facebook where I had
been documenting my time in France,

and was curious to know more about
what my next step would be. Once we
uncovered our common philosophies
and interests as they pertained to the
world of wine, he offered me a job.
I began working for The Source in June
of 2015 as the portfolio manager. The
Source is a small company, so my job
allows me to touch on every aspect of
operations. My primary role is to act as
the liaison between the winemaker and
the distribution channel: the Californian
market (consumers, sales reps, buyers,
sommeliers). Therefore, it is paramount
that I develop a relationship with the
winemakers by understanding their
philosophies of production and their
winemaking techniques and relating to
them on a personal level, based on the
history of their vineyards, their needs
as a producer, and how they want that
to be translated in the export market.
Many of our winemakers are farmers—
the two identities are interchangeable.
Wine is not a commodity, it is a way of
life, something that has been passed
down to them: some winemakers we
work with hold the reins of a family
inheritance that has passed through
fifteen generations before falling into
their capable hands.
The winemaking regions that we work
with, like Burgundy and Champagne
for example, are monocultures. Their
primary economic source is wine:
grape-growing, winemaking, and
exporting. They are small yield organic
farmers, so we treat each producer
as an individual, and their product is
a finite, precise entity destined for a
specific market. It’s necessary for us to
visit the vineyards in France and Austria
to not only maintain our relationships
with the producers, but to also taste
new vintages and then make intelligent
choices on how much to bring into our
market, since we know it so well. We

cultivate relationships both in Europe
and in the USA to better serve both
sides of the distribution channels. We
have to be meticulous about importing
product that our market will react to,
and at the same time be open to the
opportunity to create trends in wine
drinking in our market. Ultimately,
the distribution of our winemakers’
wine in the Californian market directly
correlates to their livelihood; it is, in
essence, farm-to-table viticulture.
An average winemaker can make a
great wine if they are working with
a good vintage. But only a great
winemaker can make exceptional
wine every single vintage. It’s a
true testament to great vineyard
management, given that a bad vintage
can ruin a farmer’s year. For example,
in 2016, an abnormally wet and cold
summer/spring caused two of our
winemakers in Beaujolais to lose 100%
of their crop. As consumers, we often
forget that when we order, drink and
enjoy a bottle of wine that is an import
from a smaller producer, like the ones
The Source represents, we are tasting a
part of their family’s history and future.
And it can be taken away from them
in an instant with a stroke of Mother
Nature’s hand.
That initial trip to France truly was a

personal journey that was integral in
changing the course of my professional
direction. Now, I’m working with some
of my heroes, the Rolling Stones of
winemaking: Bruno Clair, Jean Louis
Dutraive and Emmerich Knoll, for
example. I so often served their wine
in restaurants, sang its praises and
savoured the taste on my tongue, and
now, I’m breaking bread with their
families, sleeping under their roofs,
tasting the fruits of their labour among
the very vines that bore the fruit. It’s
humbling, and inspiring.
Wine has adopted a cultural identity of
being something high class or bougie,
a decadence: it’s a novelty. It is not
something we need to survive, it’s not
water or food or shelter. But for these
winemakers, it is. They live off the
land, the same land their forefathers
cultivated for their livelihood. When
you buy a bottle of Chablis from your
local wine store, or order a beautiful
Burgundy at a high-end restaurant,
remember that as a consumer, you fall
at the end of a long, arduous line of
hard, honest work. A fantastic bottle of
wine is almost impossible to describe,
but its origins are not so out of reach.
Its story is rooted deep in the earth in
the country from where it was sourced,
and in the hard knuckled hands of the
winemaker who brought it to life. n

Pol Roger Cellars, Champagne
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Ivor Ford

With great sadness, the School announced the passing of Ivor Ford on October 22, 2016. A true Brentwood
pioneer and a genuine “man for all seasons,” Ivor Ford’s long career epitomized re-founding Headmaster
David Mackenzie’s ideal of the teacher as a multi-talented all-rounder, whose total commitment to every aspect
of campus life helped to ensure the survival of the new school. As an ardent academic teacher, high priest of
correct English language usage, versatile sports coach, talented writer of musical revues and long-time
house parent and duty master, there was hardly an area of school endeavour Ivor did not influence.
Throughout his career Ivor taught English across all grades and sets, imbuing a love of English literature and
language with the young and the old, the wise and the ignorant. Incredibly, he also did the same for a dead
language, Latin! Although keenly averse to “administration,” he served faithfully for a number of years as
the Department Head for the subject he loved. Outside the classroom, Ivor devoted his time to coaching many
different sports from track to ice hockey, depending on the season. For fifteen years he coached the 1st XV
in tandem with Nick Prowse and prided himself on the awesome packs of forwards he produced year after
year (a number of whom later played for Canada). On many overseas tours to rugby playing centres like New
Zealand, Australia, and France, Ivor’s forwards were never out-played. Meanwhile, many evenings year-round
were devoted to the rehearsals of his famous staff/student revues, starting with Hors D’Oeuvres in 1967 and
culminating with The Battle of the Sexes in 1994. His years of house parenting were devoted entirely to girls,
firstly as an assistant in Alex House, then with his wife Dunja running their own Ford House from 1985-1994.
He also found time to be editor of the Brentonian magazine for several years and to act as liaison with the O.B.A.
Off campus, Ivor was a well-known figure in the world of B.C. provincial rugby. He captained the
Cowichan Rugby Club and The Vancouver Island Crimson Tide, and played for British Columbia rep teams.
Later he was President of the Vancouver Island Rugby Union, on the Boards of the B.C.R.U. and C.R.U.
as well as a Rugby Canada Staff Coach.
As an unparalleled raconteur and wit, Ivor gave staff and students the opportunity to laugh at
Brentwood life and its idiosyncrasies, while at the same time always promoting the spirit of dedication
and enthusiasm that ensured the school’s continued success.
He will be greatly missed by the Brentwood community.

34 : THE BRENTONIAN : 2016

ALUMNI PROFILE

philip
hur
NAME

GRAD YEAR

HOUSE

WHAT WAS YOUR FAVOURITE CAFETERIA MEAL BACK IN THE DAY?

Philip Hur

2000

Ellis

Blueberry square muffins. I wonder if you still have them for breakfast?

FAVOURITE TEACHER(S)

Dave McCarthy

FAVOURITE MEAL NOW?

Medium-rare KEG prime rib although it doesn’t exist in Singapore...

WHY?

He was my House Master! :)

FAVOURITE / MOST HILARIOUS BRENTWOOD MEMORY?

Sneaking out to Duncan on Sundays!
WHAT ARE YOU CURRENTLY DOING
(PROFESSIONALLY OR OTHERWISE)?

I work for Facebook Marketing Partnerships team in APAC headquarters
(Singapore). I build adtech ecosystem through partnerships to optimize
advertising across Facebook platforms such as Facebook, Instagram, and
Audience Network.
DREAM JOB?

Running a giant free-run, unlimited food farm for rescued/abused dogs
somewhere in the Rockies.

WHAT WAS THE LAST NEW THING YOU TRIED?

Scuba diving in Koh Phi Phi island (Thailand)
HIGH SCHOOL CRUSH?

Lauren A (I won’t spell out the whole name and I hope she is not reading this!).
DOG OR CAT?

Dog

WHAT ARE YOU LISTENING TO?

G Dragon (K-Pop)
FAVOURITE CITY? WHY?

Vancouver for its beauty.
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fluid | ADAPTING TO CHANGE
The Fluidity of Change

TEDx 2015

Friday, November 6th, 2015
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Saturday, October 24th Brentwood students exchanged
their number one uniforms for smart casual attire, ditched
the textbooks, and attended Brentwood’s second annual
TEDx. In this year’s talks, themed Fluid, Adapting to
Change, students were exposed to stories of everything
from feminism, to extreme sports, to environmental
conservation, and were left with ideas and aspirations they
had not entered the auditorium with.
TEDx is meant to be a way of sparking conversation and
dialogue about a diverse range of topics that resonate with
a community, in this case with Brentwood, its students,
staff, parents and alumni

The event was split into three sections each with 20 minute
breaks in between so students could discuss the insightful
talks that had been presented as well as making good use
of the TEDx photobooth. The first speaker of the event was
Brentwood alumnus Dr. Ryan D’Arcy ’90, a professor and
leadership chair in Medical Technologies at SFU (that’s
Simon Fraser University for all you non-Canadians) and
Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation, as well as being the
Head of Health Science and Innovations at Fraser Health’s
Memorial Hospital. Dr. D’Arcy gave an enlightening speech
titled “Changing Brains, Changing Minds” that discussed
the advancements Canadian medicine has made in
neuroscience technology.
The second speaker of the first third was Caitlin Wardrop
’16, a Brentwood student in Grade 12. Caitlin’s speech,
titled “The Problem with the F Word,” discussed the issues
of modern feminism. Caitlin brought humour to her speech
making it enjoyable for all while still pushing the world’s
need for equality for all. She finished her inspirational
speech with stating that the problem with the F word is
that it isn’t used enough.
The third speech was titled “Tapping into the Processing
Powers of the Brain” and was given by alumnus Doug
MacLaren ’86, partner and Head of the Motion Picture
Library Department at International Creative Management,
who also has a passionate love of extreme sports. Mr.
MacLaren discussed how by fully engaging yourself
physically and mentally (as is often the case with extreme
sports and apparently music as well) we could feel like we
are a small pinprick in the world and yet infinitely exist.
The final speaker of the first third of the event was alumna
Lauren Selman ’03, a jack of all trades who talked about
how her curiosity not only helped her become successful
but helped her change the world and make a difference in
her speech titled “Navigating through a Changing World;
Curiosity is my Compass.”
In the second third of the TEDx event, students heard from

John Helliwell, a senior fellow of the Canadian institute for
Advanced Research and a professor emeritus in the
Vancouver School of Economics at UBC. Mr. Helliwell
shared his speech titled “Using Happiness Research to
Better Understand and Adapt in a Changing World.” He
shared with students the six things that determined
someone’s happiness: income, health and life expectancy,
opportunities and freedom, having someone to count on,
trust, and giving.

We then heard from another fellow Brentwood student,
Mohammad Khan ’16 about the beauty of induced
pluripotent stem cells and its benefits in the scientific field.
Next students got surprise when a Grad from 2014, Lindsay
Bell-Etkin, gave her speech titled “Choose Happiness.”
Lindsay gave a moving speech about her gap year and how
she spent it volunteering at a refugee camp in Munich,
Germany. She talked about the lives of the refugees and
their pure happiness at being in a country where they felt
safe and cared for.
The last speaker of the second section was Therese Hayes,
a Senior VP in Marketing and Communication at Luvo, who
talked about how change can lead to stress and having
what she called strong core values—when approaching a
new situation—can decrease the stress in her speech “The
Upshot of Change: from Scientist to Spin Doctor in 90
Seconds.”
With the TEDx event coming to a close, Brentwood was
awed and humbled when current Brentwood parent Silken
Lauman, a four time Olympian shared her story of struggle
and achievement. Her raw telling of her valleys and peaks
made the audience realise the capacity of strength and
resolve we each contained.
Following Silken’s speech, another Brentwood student
made his, filling the auditorium with many laughs and a
few “Oh Nos” from his friend Xander. Andrew W.’s ’17
speech “Joke’s On Us” described the importance of humor
to keep us humble, allow us to address sensitive topics
without insult, and receiving insight into the people
around us.
Brentwood’s second TEDx event closed with the day’s final
speaker giving an inspiring talk abou the need to protect
and conserve B.C.’s coast, in particular the Great Bear
Rainforest. Ian McAlister, founder of Pacific Wild and an
award-winning photographer, shared with Brentwood the
importance of protecting B.C.’s coast, in particular it’s
keystone species, the wolf.
With the TEDx event drawn to a close, students left the
theater with minds buzzing with possibilities and ideas
presented in these inspiring talks.
Caitlin C., Hope ’17

TEDx 2015 speakers and volunteers

Alum Doug MacLaren ’86
Current Brentwood parent Silken Laumann

Alum Lauren Selman ’03

Alum Lindsay Bell-Etkin ’14

Alum Dr. Ryan D’Arcy ’90
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ALUMNI PROFILE

megan
toriglia
NAME

FAVOURITE CITY?

Megan Toriglia

It’s a tie between Brooklyn & Vancouver.

GRAD YEAR

WHY?

2009

You can’t beat the creative community that resides in Brooklyn, but I love the
west coast lifestyle.

HOUSE

Alex

WHAT WAS YOUR FAVOURITE CAFETERIA MEAL BACK IN THE DAY?

Cookie Break
FAVORITE TEACHER(S)

Mr. Collis & Mr. Crossley

FAVOURITE MEAL NOW?

Ricotta pancakes
WHY?

Collis made English Lit relatable, I’ve never laughed so
hard while reading John Donne. I wouldn’t have survived
grade 10 Math without Mr. Crossley.

WHAT WAS THE LAST NEW THING YOU TRIED?

Oysters

FAVOURITE / MOST HILARIOUS

HIGH SCHOOL CRUSH?

BRENTWOOD MEMORY?

Noah McColl was pretty cute.

Movie nights with my roommate, Deanna Smith.
WHAT ARE YOU CURRENTLY DOING
(PROFESSIONALLY OR OTHERWISE)?

I’m a freelance photographer specializing in fashion- and beauty-related
digital content creation.
DREAM JOB?

Creative Director at an Advertising Agency
WHAT ARE YOU LISTENING TO?

I listen to a lot of podcasts and audiobooks. Girlboss Radio is pretty good.
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DOG OR CAT?

I have a dog named Morgan Freeman.

alumniupdate
2015-2016 was an exceptional year for Brentwood’s alumni family, and as I
move into my third year as your Alumni Relations Coordinator, I couldn’t be
more excited to share in the energy that accompanies the events and
initiatives continuing to grow and mature each year.
“Networking” is a buzz word when it comes to professionals of all ages.
Whether you are an Old Brentonian looking for an internship to supplement
your post-secondary education, applying for your first position out of
university, or a seasoned professional looking to expand upon your opportunities, networking is a
critical aspect of growth in all areas of your life.
I want to use this opportunity to remind you that your Brentwood alumni network offers an
invaluable pool of professionals with whom you can connect and, if nurtured carefully, could
potentially result in positive career development, and valuable resources and friends along the way.
The first step is as simple as sending me an email, or giving me a call to request an introduction or
inquire about someone in a related field.
A resource you can access without my help is, of course, Brentwood’s exclusive LinkedIn alumni
group. Here, you can find other graduates of the school, start group conversations, and expand
your online network by selectively connecting with your alma mater.
Finally, nothing will ever replace connecting in person, so use regional Brentwood events to your
advantage, and connect with others in your area. This year, we will be hosting events in British
Columbia, Alberta, Ontario, Washington, California, New York, Boston and Hong Kong. We hope
you will join us!
Kindest regards,

Reesa Hinks
reesa.hinks@brentwood.bc.ca
Alumni Relations Coordinator
Join us on:

/brentwoodalumni		

/OldBrentonians		

Brentwood College School Group
www.brentwood.bc.ca : 39

alumniEVENTS

calgary

OCTOBER 7, 2015

John Yerxa (’77), Donald Wheaton (’09),
Bob Champan (’75)

edmonton
OCTOBER 8, 2015

Darlee Ann Mathieson (’82),
Kelly (Martin) Killeen (’84)
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Guest, Donna Decker, Esther Beauregard (’06), Sandra (Wallace)
Beauregard (’75)

Tiara Pettinger (’09), Toby McPhee-Green (’11), Mollie McPhee-Green
(’15), Claire Peterson (’14)

Ciel Arbour-Boehme (’15), Piper Heaman (’15), Andrew Yehia (’14)

victoria

JANUARY 27, 2016

Yvonne Carr, Geoff Briggs (’77)

Emma Backer (’12), Eileen Mais

Claire Peterson (’14), Rebecca Day Reynolds (’80), Mollie McPhee-Green (’11),
Jane Jackson
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alumniEVENTS

hong kong
APRIL 7, 2016
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Sydney Monette-Warren (’15), Jasper Bower-Shepard (’14), Tyler Pickford
(’15), Jordan Sicherman (’15), Joe Xin (’15)

Ashley McMahon, Sarah Skoretz (’01)

Aaron Hersant (’15), Garey Gan (’15)

Lance Bai (’12), Jane Jackson

Marius Felix, Garey Gan (’15)

Max Davies (’14), Carter Wheaton (’15), Bud Patel, Austin MacIntosh (’15),
Tom White (’15), Graydon Clark (’15)

regatta reception

APRIL 30, 2016

Maggie Flynn, Chris Redcliffe (’03)

alumniEVENTS

Noah McColl (’06), Jim Ganley

reunion

JULY 29-31, 2016

Paul Aikins (’66), Tom Whiffin (’66),
Ian Scott-Moncrieff (’66)

Gerry & Andrea Pennells

Ian Scott-Moncrieff (’66), Tom Whiffin (’66),
Paul Aikins (’66)

Jill (Wilton) McDowell (’91),
Mark McDowell

Andrea (Avolio) Tomizawa (’96),
Chiyo Nakatani

Jamie Meihuizen (’81),
Chris Van Vliet (’81), Jürgen Klatt (’81)
David Calder (’96), Rachel Calder

Patrick Johnston (’06), Kyla (Muir)
Swanston (’06), Sarah Laird (’06),
Molly Barker (’06)

Beth Burkmar, Chris Burkmar (’96),
Ryan Steingard (’96), Amy Steingard
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Andrea (Avolio) Tomizawa
(’96), Andrea Pennells

Cirisse Stephen (’06), Kyla (Muir) Swanston (’06),
Sarah Laird (’06), Esther Beauregard (’06),
Patrick Johnston (’06), Molly Barker (’06), Kris Eberle

Class of 1991
Class of 1966

Class of 1976
Class of 1981

Class of 1996

Class of 2006
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alumniEVENTS
1986 30th reunion
SEPTEMBER 24, 2016

Back row: Allison O’Connor Dinning,
Darcy (Bishop) Graham, Erin (Utter)
Ciemiewicz, Samantha Gray, Sarah (Fraser)
Brands. Middle Row: Sue (Gillespie) Bedier,
Andrea Pennells, Nancy McLeod,
Meredith O’Connor, Georgia Yuill.
Front: Anne (Southerland) Wilson.

Tim Thompson, Shauna Mishaw Hardy, Hew Crooks,
Ian Bullen, Samantha Gray, Cori Ghitter

Georgia Yuill, Samantha Gray,
Meredith O’Connor, Jill Bodie,
Allison O’Connor Dinning, Rachael Jones,
Melanie (Jordan) Alsager, Sarah Fraser
Brands, Sue (Gillespie) Bedier,
Erin Patterson, Nancy McLeod,
Erin (Utter) Ciemiewicz
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classNOTES

On April 16th, seven Old Brentonians went back in time, laced up their shoes, and competed against
the current Brentwood Basketball team, yielding a win!

Two double rowing shells were christened on the Brentwood
Campus in the company of two former rowing coach legends,
Tony Carr and John Queen. Sarah (Ogilvie) Norbury (Hilton ’77),
and Claire Vannelli (Hope ’11), were honoured with the naming of
these two doubles, and were in attendance to participate in the
traditional practice of “pouring the champagne,” to launch these
boats on their maiden voyage with luck and safe travel.
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classNOTES

Officially licenced as a private pilot, Daniel Lethin
(Ellis ’17) will be cruising the skies!

With his hands in two startups,
as well as being the sole
builder of “MIT Textbooks,”
a search engine for college
classes and marketplace for
textbooks used by half of MIT’s
undergraduates as well as
tens of thousands externally,
Yasyf Mohamedali (Privett,
’13) was named one of the
most impressive students at
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology.
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Chris Redcliffe (Rogers ’03) and
Stefano Beruschi (Whittall ’03)
enjoy a visit this past Spring.

George Killy (’64), Graeme Renton (Elllis ’88),
Bud Patel, Bruce Carlson (’64), Stu Hunter (Whittall ’88),
John Allpress, Grant Gillies (Rogers ’81) at the Keg Spirit
Foundation Golf Tournament on September 12th, 2016,
an event supporting charities that focus on the
development of youth.

Sam Reynolds (Ellis, ’07) and
Ronald Cheung (Privett, ’07)
this past May in Hong Kong, China.

This past October marked the Second Annual Brentwood /
Shawnigan Duel Race, where alumni athletes from each school
competed in a friendly 500 m sprint on Brentwood’s waterfront.
One of Brentwood’s boats consisted of eight out of our
22 Olympian rowers:
Cox Tam Barkley ’83, Blair Horn ’79, Malcolm Howard ’01,
Dave Ross ’81, Darren Barber ’87, Spencer Crowley ’07,
Dave Calder ’96, Pat Walter ’77, Scott Frandsen ’98
Brentwood was victorious in this friendly competition! Races
were followed by a delicious lunch at the Head’s residence,
where crews celebrated and had a chance to catch up.
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classNOTES

Robin Wu (Privett ’98)
visits with fellow alum
Natsuki Kurosu (Privett ’97)
in Tokyo.

Our New York City based alumni
enjoying the company of their former
classmates at the “NYC Meetup,”
hosted by Jeen Snidvongs
(Whittall ’14)
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Some of our Toronto based alumni
enjoying the company of their former
classmates at the “Toronto Meetup”
hosted by James Larsen (Privett ’99)

Rugby 7s
The School was excited to support the inaugural HSBC Canada Sevens Vancouver at BC Place on March 12 and 13th.
It was a brilliant tournament that saw the home Canadian squad win the Bowl final. A number of alumni popped by
Brentwood’s suite to visit with Mr. Patel and Mr. Allpress.

Brent Lee, John Pike, Board Members Art Crooks and Dan Jarvis
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WEDDINGSandBIRTHS

Chris Woodward (Privett, ’95) and Janice Schulte
(Alex, ’95) married this past August 18 in Campbell
River surrounded by friends, family, and Old Brentonian
family including John West (’69), Robin Chan (’95),
Alastair Lornie (’95), Kip Woodward (’74),
Carmen (Watson) Worsfold (’94), Rosanna (Watson)
Higgs (’96), Stephanie (Gatzionis Woodward),
John Woodward (’70), Justin Woodward (’99),
David Woodward (’98), and Peter Woodward (’97).
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Baby Beatrix Wismer, daughter of current teacher,
Mark Wismer and Ulrika Wismer, a member of the
School’s nursing staff, was born on April 13th
at 8:16 am. The smallest of the Wismer tribe
thus far, weighing in at a svelte 9lbs 5oz.

Maraina Smith, wife of current Brentwood teacher
Philip Smith, gave birth to a beautiful baby girl,
Ngapera Louise Smith, Pera for short, on April 15th
at 3:45 am.
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WEDDINGSandBIRTHS
On May 19th at 9:15 pm, Scott Murray,
Brentwood’s Project Supervisor and his wife
welcomed Leven Benson Murray, weighing
in at 8.25lbs.

Caleb Charles Pickles was born early Sunday morning
on November 1st, 2015 at a healthy 7lbs 6oz.
Parents Julia Allard (Mackenzie ’04) and
Will Pickles (Privett ’03) couldn’t be more in love!
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OBITUARIES
Chris Piper
With deepest sorrow we announce the passing of
Christopher Matthew Stafford Piper (Ellis ’90-’94),
on December 14th, 2015. Christopher will be missed
by all who knew him.

Ben Burton
It is with incredible sadness we announce the passing of Benjamin David Burton Florez (Privett ’13) on March 13 at the age of 21.
Ben’s warmth and energy will be missed by all who knew this incredible young man.

Joanne Windsor
With sadness we announce Mrs. Joanne Windsor, who ran laundry and sewing at Brentwood from 1969-1993, passed away on June 22 at the age of 92.
Joanne was a wonderful character in the early days of Brentwood who represents the heart and soul of our community. She will be greatly missed.

Mark Todd Holm
Sadly we announce the passing of Mark Todd Holm (’73) on August 19, 2015. He was a person who
loved having fun and was a generous contributor to many local organizations. He was an avid reader,
interested in many subjects, and loved sharing opinions with friends and anyone who enjoyed discussing
them. Mark will be missed by all he was close with.

Bruce Foreman
Brentwood Class of ’84 reunion champion, rabid Arsenal FC fan, former 1st XV rugby player,
Cowichan Valley Men’s Tennis Doubles Champion (won when he was in Grade 12),
croquet enthusiast, scorer of many soccer goals, global traveller, loving husband to Jen and
father of beautiful Stella (8) and Paige (5).
Bruce won more than his fair share of matches on the footy pitch but on January 27, 2016 he lost
his battle with cancer that had only been diagnosed 10 months earlier. Ironically, only 6 weeks
before his diagnosis he was hired by the BC Cancer Agency to drive sponsorship and registration
for The Ride to Conquer Cancer—a ride that stretches 250km from Vancouver to Seattle. Bruce
planned on participating in the ride but was unable to do so as a result of his deteriorating
condition. However, his goal of riding his bike across the finish line was fulfilled by Foreman’s Fighters (Joel Whist ’82,
Dave Goldberg ’83, Grant Stockwell ’84 and Cam Hunter ’84) in August of 2016 (photo, below).
Brentwood was a defining period of Bruce’s life. He connected completely with the school’s commitment to academic and
sporting excellence and the fact that he was always in the company of friends. Throughout his life he continued to build and
nurture the relationships that he developed during those years. Bruce was the glue for not only the Class of ’84 but arranged
summer garden parties, camping trips, US Thanksgiving Football parties and other assorted social events that drew in
Brentwood alumni from the classes of ’80 to ’88.
In late February, in a packed Captains’ Room at Rogers Arena, a large Brentwood contingent and many other friends gathered together with his parents
David and Elsie, and brothers Alistair (’80) and Ian (’86), to celebrate Bruce’s life. On reflection, it was exactly as he had planned: a wide circle of family and
friends, all connecting with goodwill—a perfect expression of who Bruce was. Amidst tears and laughter, speaker after speaker shared memories that bore tribute
to Bruce’s quick wit, his gregarious nature, and above all, his devotion to his beloved family.
Much loved, he is greatly missed.
Cam Hunter (’84), Jane Pike (’84), Dion Luther (’84)
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OBITUARIES
Bill Kelly
With sadness we announce that William “Bill” Kelly (’48), passed away in December 2015 just before his 87th birthday.
“Bill was devoted to his family, friends and community. We first met in 1944 when we were new students in the class of 1948 at the Old School.
We were fortunate to room together with Stewart Manson (’48) in Lower House. He was a loyal friend who appeared in my life
during times of celebration and sadness. He was proud of his connection to Brentwood and enjoyed watching the evolution of the School
into what it has become today. Bill was well liked by all of us who knew him and he will be missed.” —Jim Leverett (’46)

Dick Whittall ’40

FOUNDER & GOVERNOR

Hubert Richard (Dick) Whittall (Class of 1940) died peacefully at home in Vancouver on
Friday, April 15, at aged 93.
Dick attended St. George’s School in Vancouver and then Brentwood College for Grades
8-12. He loved his time at Brentwood where he was captain of the rowing team, on the
first fifteen in rugby and excelled at track and field.
Upon graduating at age 18, with the world at war, Dick immediately joined the RCAF.
After three tours, including one with the Pathfinders, Dick received the Distinguished
Flying Cross and bar. Later in life he confessed to his son that he was convinced
the discipline he learned at Brentwood with his academic and athletic pursuits was
ultimately responsible for his survival when he was in harm’s way.
While training with the air force near Edmonton in 1941, Dick met the love of his life,
Lyn O’Connor. Despite the war years, their courtship continued and they married in
Ottawa on October 29, 1949. They raised four children in Kerrisdale, where Dick took
great pride in his extensive garden. Summers were spent at Savary Island, where tea
was served on the beach at 4:00 p.m. sharp.
Over the years there were a series of boats, all named “Folly,” into which Dick poured
much affection. Dick had a highly respected business career, beginning with his father,
Norman R. Whittall and later with Richardson Greenshields. He served as a director of
BC Gas, Bank of Montreal, Grosvenor International, Lafarge S.A., Noranda Inc.,
Trans Mountain Pipelines, Alberta Energy, Weldwood and BC Sugar and was particularly proud of his 33 year history with Placer Developments Ltd., later
Placer Dome.
Lyn and Dick shared a love of travel, including many adventures through Europe. In 1984, they bought a condo on Maui where Dick swam each morning and
family gathered for three decades.
Dick was one of the “old boys” who was instrumental in reestablishing Brentwood College in 1961 and he served on the founding Board of Governors. His
influence on the School as a loyal alum, governor and benefactor is permanently and proudly acknowledged on campus with the naming of Whittall House.
Humourous, smart, loving, hardworking, accomplished, generous and always with a twinkle in his eye, Dick was a true West Coast gentleman. He took
great pride in being a Vancouverite. Throughout his life he built relationships of mutual respect, both personally and professionally, and was equally
comfortable sitting down to dinner with dukes or shooting the breeze with boat mechanics. He prided himself on the virtues of patience, courtesy and
punctuality, rarely showing anger towards others. He always maintained that the greatest joy in his life was his family. He had a wonderful life, was dearly
loved and will be deeply missed.
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01.19.17 | Victoria Alumni
Night Out

01.25.17 | Toronto
Reception

Hosted by Brentwood Faculty
BENGAL LOUNGE |
EMPRESS HOTEL

Hosted by Lara McDonald &
James Larsen (’99)
KEG | YORK STREET

APRIL 2017
Hong Kong Reception
Hosted by Bud Patel
DATE & VENUE TBA

04.29.17 | Regatta Alumni
Reception & OB Awards
Presentation
BRENTWOOD COLLEGE
SCHOOL CAMPUS

JULY 2017
06.30.17-07.02.17 | Alumni
Reunion Weekend
BRENTWOOD COLLEGE
SCHOOL CAMPUS

OTHER UPCOMING EVENTS
New York Alumni
Meet Up

Seattle Meet Up
Details TBA

Details TBA

CHECK THE ALUMNI WEBPAGE FOR MORE EVENT INFORMATION

alumnievents

JANUARY 2017
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1976

Gender Bender Day
Every year in June, Brentwood students participate in what’s called “gender-bender” day.
On the last day of classes, the boys dress up in the girls uniforms and the girls in the boys uniforms.
The rebels of 1976 were the first to start this tradition and, 40 years later, students still get a
kick out of boys bursting through the buttons of the girls’ blouses and
girls cinching belts around their waists and drawing mustaches above their lips.

2016
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to present three awards, recognizing the outstanding achievements of
Old Brentonians. All Brentwood College School alumni are once again
welcomed and encouraged to nominate deserving individuals for
each award. In addition to the criteria outlined below, each nominee
should exemplify the Brentwood values of excellence, integrity,
and empathy. Nominations will be accepted until February 1st 2017,
by online submission at brentwood.bc.ca/alumni/awards.

Lifetime Achievement Award
Recognizing an Old Brentonian who has had a distinguished
career and is recognized as a leader in his / her industry.

Outstanding Brentonian
Honouring an Old Brentonian who has made outstanding contributions
in his or her chosen profession, and/or to society as a whole.

Extraordinary Young Brentonian
Honouring an Old Brentonian, 30 years of age or younger,
who has made significant achievements in
his or her career or through service.

alumniawards

For the second year we are partnering with the Old Brentonians Executive,
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PAST head prefect
JAMES LARSEN

(’99)

CURRENT EMPLOYER / POSITION / INDUSTRY
Employer: MaRS Discovery District—Advanced Energy Centre
Position: Director of Business Development
Industry: Cleantech / Startup
WHAT WAS YOUR FAVOURITE ASPECT
OF BEING HEAD PREFECT?
My favourite aspect was the various opportunities to represent the school at events, alumni gatherings, graduation, etc. Being Head Prefect was one of the biggest
honours of my life, and one of which I’ll always be very proud.
WHAT WERE THE CHALLENGES YOU ENCOUNTERED AS HEAD PREFECT?
I never experienced any significant challenges during the year (perhaps I was very lucky!). The only small challenge was when the school prefects returned from our
retreat at the beginning of the year—there was a sense that this had created a schism between the Grade 12s that were school prefects, and the rest of our class. In
reality nothing had changed, but I can understand how others could perceive this as forming a divide. It resolved itself over time, but in hindsight we should have made
a deliberate effort to address this issue right away. My advice to the current school prefects is to foster the bond within your class and the rest of the school first, then
worry about your role.
WHAT ADVICE WOULD YOU GIVE TO OUR INCOMING HEAD PREFECT?
The most important message I could share with future Head Prefects is to not let the role go to their heads. It’s important not to view the position as one of power,
but of influence. Therefore, lead by example, not by giving orders. Don’t view yourself as ‘above’ anyone else, but as an equal among your peers, bestowed with the
responsibility to do everything in your power to inspire the best from everyone in the Brentwood community.
ANY OTHER THOUGHTS, STORIES OR REFLECTIONS FROM YOUR TIME AS A STUDENT AT BRENTWOOD,
AS HEAD PREFECT, AND FEEDBACK ON THE SCHOOL TODAY.
As with most periods of life, you often don’t fully appreciate them until they’ve passed. Brentwood is an amazing school and provides boundless opportunity for its
students. It’s very rare to have an environment where you can you play several different sports, pursue various arts, learn such fascinating subject matter, all while
developing lifelong relationships. I am eternally grateful for the teachers and mentors at the school that encouraged me to utilize as much of this opportunity as
possible. Moreover, I’ve noticed how much the school has improved over the years (T. Gil Bunch Centre for Performing Arts, Centre for Art and Humanities, Art & Mary
Jane Crooks Hall, etc.), and this is the result of the school building on its success year-over-year, thanks to everyone in the Brentwood community. I would encourage all
of the current students to utilize all of the opportunities in front of them, not only for themselves, but also so that we can continue building Brentwood’s success.
WHAT WAS YOUR FAVOURITE MEAL AT THE SCHOOL?
Schnitzel. I have no idea why, because I’ve never eaten it again since Brentwood—it’s probably because I like everything better when it’s deep fried. The Nanaimo bars
were also a major treat for dessert!
WHAT WERE YOU LISTENING TO IN GRADE 12? (MUSIC)
A lot of classic rock—Led Zeppelin, Beatles, The Doors, Pink Floyd, etc. Dave Matthews was also huge back then, and that used to ring through the Privett halls as well.
WHAT WAS YOUR FAVOURITE COURSE / TEACHER AT THE SCHOOL?
I have to name two. Bruce Tate, and his Physics classes in particular. He was incredibly talented, cared a great deal about his students, and dreamed up some of the
most fun and amazing methods to teach complex concepts. He was the inspiration for me to pursue Engineering, and one of the reasons why I dedicate my life to
solving the world’s energy challenges through sustainable solutions. Clayton Johnston was also incredibly important for me at school. He was a great mentor—as my
Basketball coach, teacher, and Assistant Head of House at Privett—and his belief in my abilities gave me an important confidence that I’ve carried with me through my
various successes in life. To both of these men I owe a huge debt of gratitude!

60 : THE BRENTONIAN : 2016

Engage with Brentwood
FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA
Connect with Brentwood, parents and alumni, get the latest info, discuss our most recent updates
or simply show the world your love for Brentwood! We constantly update our media sites
and welcome comments and discussions with you. By subscribing to our videos on YouTube,
becoming a fan on Facebook or following our tweets on Twitter you can make sure
that you hear the latest things first. If you would like to receive the e-Brentonian
or The Torch, please contact marketing@brentwood.bc.ca.

/BrentwoodCollegeSchool

@BrentwoodPins

/BrentwoodCollege

@BrentwoodBoarding
/BrentwoodCollegeSchool

flickr.brentwood.bc.ca

@BrentwoodNews
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sticky notes to philanthropy
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BY

Jordan Wille ’10

It’s 10:00 pm and I am happily working my way through a
stack of pink sticky notes. With no restrictions on what you
can and can’t do, the hardest part of running a business is
staying focused on one task—for me, the current solution
is to write down each separate task on a sticky note. I’m
proudly maintaining around five-to-six notes an hour.
These tasks help give my rowing apparel company, Athletes
Earning Medals (AEM), a competitive edge in its industry. In
August we sent out over 200 orders, raised thousands of
dollars for the Canadian national team and even had athletes
acknowledge us on the podium at Rio 2016.
Three months before that, this company didn’t exist.
Rewind back to 2014, my final year at Queen’s University.
I remember celebrating. My housemate and best friend,
Jordan Rendall, had been selected for his first world
championship to represent Canada in rowing. Considering
that he was the type of person that you and I would
admire—kind, hard working and never giving up—this
acknowledgement of his tenacity just felt right. But then the
bill arrived.
Even if Rendall didn’t come from a humble background,
the costs of going overseas to compete in France at such
a distinguished level were enormous and prohibitive. We
considered paying for the trip with crowd funding, taking
out a loan and everything else shy of selling an organ,
but it seemed that nothing was going to cover the costs.
Determined to find a solution, I told Rendall to keep training
and that I was going to find a way to cover the amount.
In the end, I found a corporate sponsor that would cover the
costs of the trip. However, Rendall had to work off the full
amount for them in his own time outside of classes when he
returned. In an attempt to help, I was able to convince the
company to take a dollar off for each Facebook page like I
got them over a two-month period.
It was a full-time endeavour for me, but by the time Rendall
raced in France, his whole trip had been paid off with social
media likes. The best news was that his employers loved
it—they immediately saw an increase in sales, community
interaction and notoriety. That’s when I knew this model had
potential to help more athletes.
Over the next two years I hosted philanthropic events in the
athletic community, completed my thesis on national team
www.brentwood.bc.ca : 63

to the public, and the profits from the
specific crew’s gear went directly to
them.
In no time, our True North Four,
Northern Lights and Dirty Double shirts
were everywhere. Understanding
the need for alternative funding first
hand, the Olympic crews loved it.
All of a sudden people could show
their support and bring it with them
everywhere they went in the form of
great gear.
funding in Canada and helped many
other driven athletes find flexible work
placements outside of their training. The
success of Rendall’s fundraising spread
throughout the athletic community
and messages kept coming my way.
Setting up these work placements was
challenging and there were definitely
times when I wanted to stop; however,
even when I was working overseas in
Denmark and an athlete messaged
me to tell me his story, I couldn’t bring
myself to say no. It took me a while to
acknowledge it, but I knew I was doing
something important.
Eventually I stopped resisting the
need to bring this to a larger scale and
jumped in; I created an anonymous
online blog, Athletes Earning Medals,
to share the results of the athletes that I
had helped.
As quickly as I had made the page, it’s
following grew. In 2015, I had to turn
away new athletes, as I couldn’t keep
up with the demand. Since I organized
these placements in my own time and
for free, I was limited in what I could
handle. With this realization, I was eager
to find a more efficient and scalable way
to help.
In May 2016, I found it.
Two years after helping pay for his trip
overseas, Rendall was still rowing for
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Canada and one of the top lightweight
rowers in the nation. As we planned and
prepared for his trip to the 2016 World
Rowing Championships (this time in the
Netherlands), he introduced me to his
girlfriend.

Our following spiralled upwards,
allowing us to ship orders on three
different continents in the first week and
continuously hit engagement statistics

Little did I know she was the key to
changing everything. Working in the
eCommerce space, she filled me in
on the growing potential of online
shopping. The more she talked, the

Having worked at a large rowingspecific clothing company in the past,
I had some experience in this trade,
allowing me to see the promise of
the newest technologies, such as full

more I knew it was exactly what I was
looking for.
I committed all of the month of June
to clothing and web design, as well
as sourcing suppliers and shippers.
When the time came to launch, I knew
exactly what to call it. On July 8th, 2016,
the athletic apparel company, Athletes
Earning Medals, officially opened.
The reputation gained from my work in
the athletic community allowed me to
connect with some of the top athletes in
Canada while I was still building the site.
When we first launched, we represented
three Olympic rowing crews, including
the soon-to-be Olympic silver medal
winning lightweight women’s double.
Even though AEM’s role had completely
changed, I was determined to keep the
spirit of that original blog alive. Keeping
true to that guide, we created custom
gear for each crew that was available

five times that of industry leaders in
rowing apparel.

garment sublimation and ribbed printing.
This knowledge (and the experience
from the Entrepreneurship 12 class at
Brentwood) helped me take the plunge
into business; however, at the age of 24,
I still have a lot to learn.

Like the athletic community, I’ve always
felt my extended Brentwood family
behind me. Their continuous support
encourages me to take the next leap.
Considering the impact AEM has made

in a global industry over the last three
months, I can confidently say I am ready
to take on another with AoC…
One sticky note at a time. n

With the Rio Olympics firmly in the
past, what is next for AEM? Change.
Leveraging an offer to move out of
the industry, AEM is evolving. Starting
November 15th, the company will be
rebranded as Athletes of Canada
(AoC), where I will focus on telling the
stories of the athletes and Olympians
I’ve gotten to know in the previous
months. I started this journey to help
the extraordinary Canadian athletes
who inspire me daily and, with this new
venture, I can now do that with a clearer
focus.
While there are still many steps to take
before every Canadian knows AoC, I
know I won’t be doing it alone.
AEM’s most popular item this summer, the True North Shirt.
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2012 Olympic Silver Medalist, Will Crothers, wearing our True North Four shirt. Will raced in the “True North Four” at Rio 2016, placing sixth.

experience BRENTWOOD

A number of parents and grandparents joined our
student body for a fun afternoon on Friday March 4th.
This group enthusiastically attended Arts classes, a lecture on
“Science and Ethics” given by Ron Neufeld and participated in a
“Learn to Row” session. It was a great way for members of
our community to experience first-hand what it’s like
to be a Brentwood student.
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CELEBRATING
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message from the

Chair, Advancement Committee
Brentwood Board of Governors

• 2003 T. Gil Bunch Centre for the
Performing Arts
• 2006 Allard House
• 2010 Crooks Hall
• 2012 Centre for Art and Humanities
• 2015 Hope House
The determined leadership of
three successive Heads of School,
combined with unwavering guidance
from Governors, leaves Brentwood
with exceptional facilities for future
generations. All would concur, however,
that it is generous philanthropic
commitments of those acknowledged
in this section that have made this
possible. Their belief in the importance
of education and its role in the

I marvel at today’s campus and my
daughter’s experience relative to
my own Brentwood years in the
80s. It is astounding to me how
much has been accomplished on
the campus in the last 16 years.
• 1999 Rogers House
• 2002 Maeda Health Centre

Percentage of
Total Dollars Given

There is more to the story. To the
great credit of the Brentwood family,
while some have engaged in building
facilities, others have been focussing
on an endowment. The increased
staffing in the Learning Centre this
year is a direct outcome of a million
dollar endowed fund established
over the last four years. This historic
fund is the first to be established
for an academic purpose. There
are other program related funds;
The Boat Funds purchase shells for
Brentwood Rowing; a developing
Technical Theatre Fund provides

Distribution of Giving | DOLLARS GIVEN
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Current
Parents

Past
Parents

10%

10%

Friends/
Other

Governors

7%

2%

Alumni

Faculty/
Staff

EveryGiftCounts.

Celebrating Philanthropy

some support to offset equipment
costs in the Bunch Centre. And the
bulk of Brentwood’s endowment
provides financial assistance to
families who need help with tuition.

are making a difference at Brentwood.
The generosity of the Brentwood
family is inspiring, and the student
experience at every level has been
impacted by this support. My heartfelt
thanks, on behalf of the Governors, to
all who have been part of this journey.

In the wake of all that has been
achieved, I find it hard to believe
that leadership gifts received over
the past 18 months make a new
Athletic Centre a realistic goal. As
we rally to get this further landmark
facility underway, the full support
of our community is essential.

Sincerely,

John McNeill

Whittall ’82, CP ’17
CHAIR, ADVANCEMENT COMMITTEE

As Chair of the Advancement
Committee on Brentwood’s Board, I
have had the privilege to hear many of
the amazing stories about people who

Distribution of Giving | PARTICIPATION
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message from the

Chair, Brentwood College Foundation
Foundation Trustees

Financial assistance with fees continues
to be a necessity for many of our
families and prospective families; we
know that building a strong endowment
is essential for retaining a diverse
student body. Thus, in 2000, the
trustees of the Brentwood College
Foundation set an ambitious goal of
achieving a $20 million endowment
by 2020 to ensure Brentwood
continues to remain accessible to
worthy students well into the future.
Thanks to the generosity of the
Brentwood family, and a sensible
investment strategy, we have made

The most important part of this story,
though, is actually the individual
students who have been, and will
be, impacted by this endowment.
Every time I visit the campus, it is
infused with the energy, motivation,
commitment, talent and enthusiasm that
these young people bring—and just
think, one in five of them are currently
benefiting from financial support which
our endowment makes possible.
I recently had the chance to chat with
one of these students—a Grade 11
boy whose attendance at Brentwood
has been feasible because of a

Contributing to Brentwood is a worthy cause to us as the school does an outstanding
job of building a curriculum and environment that brings out the unique strengths of
its students. In the short year and a half that Trevor, one of our twin sons, attended the
school, it transformed his passion for learning and his confidence in his own academic
path. Contributing to the school we certainly view as a thank you but, even more, as a
pledge to assist other students yet to attend Brentwood. We hope that more students can
benefit from the school’s unique environment, focusing on academics, sports, and the arts,
through teachers that seek to build character and achievement.
Gary Briggs
I believe that it is important to give back to organizations that have been meaningful in
your life—it’s a way of “paying it forward” to ensure that all of the extras that make a
Brentwood education strong are always there for those who follow in our footsteps.
Others have done this in the past for us—and it’s nice to continue the investment in the
future.
Catherine Briggs
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bursary. He is a terrific young man,
and I was impressed by his kind
heart, his intelligence and his deep
commitment to making the most of the
opportunity he has been given. He
also expressed his profound gratitude
for his educational experiences and
said that, because of the support he
has received, he is inspired to do
better, to become great in life, and
ultimately, wants to use that success
to give back to Brentwood and to help
others have the same opportunities
he has been given. De manu in
manum. That is philanthropy at work!

Kip Woodward

Senior, ’74
CHAIR, BRENTWOOD COLLEGE FOUNDATION

why we give

great headway on achieving this goal.
Although we still have a ways to go
over the next four years, the current
value is now at $13.58 million—a
remarkable achievement for a small
school like Brentwood! On behalf of the
trustees, I extend sincere thanks to the
many donors who have contributed.

a legacy from the

Class of 2016
At the beginning of the 2015-16 school
year, the Class of 2016 set a goal to
establish an endowed bursary fund
in our names, which would provide
financial assistance to a student each
year in perpetuity. A few families
stepped forward with leading gifts to
get us started, and many other grad
parents provided support to this fund
through their Annual Giving donations.
Thank you so much to all of you for
supporting our initiative!
Students also fundraised for this

Class Fund all year, and I am proud of
the fact that, through our efforts, we
raised $10,896.30!
Adding our contribution to the
donations from parents, we collectively
achieved the goal of raising $100,000
to establish the endowed Class of
2016 Fund! This means that there is
currently a student in the school who
receives financial assistance from the
Class of 2016 Fund, and this will be the
case every year into the foreseeable
future! This legacy is our parting gift of

thanks to Brentwood, and our perpetual
link to future Brentonians. De Manu In
Manum.
On behalf of the Grad Class of 2016,
thank you!

Alex Sinclair
GRAD CLASS PRESIDENT 2016

Clayton Johnston, Director of Admissions,
and Crystal Lenarcic, Admissions Manager,
with the contribution from the Class of 2016.
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The Impact of Annual Giving
The impact of donations on our
students’ Brentwood experience each
year is significant. Below is a list of just
some of things this year’s Annual Giving
contributions have enabled us to do.
ACADEMICS
� A technology overhaul in the Lecture
Theatre: new HD laser projector,
sound system, and new wired
podium. This will facilitate more guest
speakers, classes with impactful
films (ie English 10 genre units),
pro-D for teachers and social time.

ARTS

ATHLETICS

� A second humanoid robot

� Two outdoor score clocks

� Makerspace: developed a creative
space for students to design
and build things in a variety of
materials. This space will be used
in classes, and also will be open
on Thursday evenings during prep
so students can take ideas and
create them on their own time.
This includes robotics, textiles,
electronics, woodworking, jewellery
making, mechanics, and general
experiential learning in alignment
with our academic plan. “Learn in the
classroom, do in the Makerspace.”
• Two 3D printers to make
things out of plastic

02

13 57
1

01

� Storage for B Field: rugby equipment
no longer has to be lugged up
the hill and across the highway
for practices. Students now have
easy access to a range of training
equipment on a consistent basis.
� Waterfront upgrades: concrete,
surfacing, walkways, railings; which
will provide great regatta viewing
and has cleaned up the waterfront.
� 14’ coach boat: accommodates
the additional supervision
required on the water for our
growing rowing program.

� New docks for the Regatta start-line,
representing a significant upgrade.
� Furniture in the Ross Centre upper
mezzanine, establishing another
area which supports collaborative
learning. This space is used for
break-out sessions during senior
student study blocks, project work, or
group work during class time; white
boards facilitate group idea planning.
� Two projectors upgraded
in the Ross Centre
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• Sewing machines
• Woodworking and multipurpose tools
• Balsa wood plane and boat kits
� Large screen for Acting students
to watch videos of their acting
and analyze their performances

� Five iPads which sports coaches use
for technical analysis of both practices
and games, scouting the opposition,
improving individual technique
and for assessing team systems.
� Cardio machines and weights
for the Strength and Conditioning
space, as part of our ongoing
commitment to providing access
to a range of training options.

EveryGiftCounts.
STUDENT FINANCIAL AID

DID YOU KNOW?

� Provided significant financial aid through
both Bursary Now donations and Foundation
disbursements to mission-centred worthy students
whose families needed assistance with tuition.

Many Old Brentonians who attended the reunion
included a donation to the Old Brentonians Trust
with their registration! This fund provides financial
assistance to sons and daughters of alumni who
need assistance with Brentwood tuition. There are
currently 37 children of alumni attending Brentwood!

Annual Giving | AMOUNT GIVEN BY GRADE
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Your Generosity
Cumulative gifts are recognized below. On behalf of all who study or work on this magnificent campus, we acknowlege the
remarkable generosity of those who have advanced our school. Thank you!

Wayfinders—Double Torch
($2,000,000.00+)

Governors’ Council
($100,000.00+)

Art & Mary Jane Crooks

David Asper (1977)
Daniel & Jenny Bester
John & Trish Cosulich
Atholl & Deirdre Cropper
Vern & Sherri Fauth
Fred & Heather Gallagher
Marty & Dennine Giles
Nicola & Andrew Hersant
The Jarvis Family
Dale & Bronwen Lapointe
Betty Li
Lauchlin A. Lyons (1981)
Verne & Betty Lyons
Rod (1980) & Marilyn MacDonald
John & Lynn Madigan
Kyosuke & Junko Maeda
Bill & Gail McCormick
Chip & Molly Meredith
Lynne Ogilvie
J. Ward Phillips Family
Andrew & Lynn Purdey
John L. Queen
Diana Rahme
Colin P. Rutherford
Ian & Marguerite Sisett
Mrs. Gordon T. Southam
Patrick Stewart
Turyk-Bingham Family
Vancity
Vancouver Foundation
Dick (1940) & Lyn Whittall
Peter & Alice Wong
Gerry & Elaine Wood
Woodward Family
Kip Woodward (1974)
John, Kris & Tim (1997) Yewchuk
6 Anonymous

Wayfinders ($1,000,000.00+)
David Aisenstat (1974)
Allard Foundation and Highbury
Foundation
Patrick and Beryl Campbell
Charitable Trust
Edmonton Community Foundation—
Eldon and Anne Foote Fund
Pip (1941) and Catherine Holmes
George (1964) and Karen Killy
Millie Livingston
Woody and Sherrill MacLaren
Duncan and Verda McNeill

Founders’ Council
($500,000.00+)
Audain Foundation for the Visual Arts
Alan & Kitty Brownlee
Tom Heathcott & Linda Southern
Heathcott
Jin Liu and Lucy Ye
David W.G. Mackenzie (1969)
Mark (1979) & Suzanne McNeill
Tony Novak

Leaders’ Council
($250,000.00+)
Charles Dickey & Sheila WyckoffDickey
Juniper Foundation
Michael & Donna Kanovsky
Peter & Julienne Kuttel
Erin Lin and Mei-Ling Lin Shu
Sheng Dong Liu & Li Mei Jiang
Shoji & Akiko Maeda
Ron & Karen McNeil
Doug & Karen McNeill
Bruce Saville & Kennedy Saville
(2003)
John Watson
Calvin Xin
1 Anonymous
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Head’s Circle ($50,000.00+)
Ken (1969) & Bonny Black
Robert & Heather Brink
Kathey Bryan (1982)
Jae-Sik Cha & Eun Ju Kim
Robin K.W. Chan (1995) & Renee Y.L.
Chan (2002)

Alison (Williams, 1977) & Steve
DeNure
The Linda Dutcyvich Family
Lynn & Rhys Eyton
Ken Fok & Fanny Siu
Alastair Gillespie (1941)
David Hollands & Carol Prantner
Brian (1967) & Jill Kenning
Sara & Edward Kozel
Geon Lee & Hye Young Choi
Judson (1985) & Diane Macor
Mike Maxwell-Smith (1979)
Leona McKillop
McLernon Family & Colliers
International
Earle & Janice O’Born
Peter & Linda Oluk
Jack & Jane Pau
Andrea & Gerry Pennells
Edward Pitoniak & Kate Barber
John (1932) & Barbara Poole Family
Norman Redcliffe
Forrest Rogers Family
Rosegarten-Horowitz Fund
Gwenny So
Kevin Stashin & Silvana Quintieri
Stashin
Ralph Jr. & Catherine Thrall
Katherine & Raymond Tong
Cedric Walker (1924)
Jayson Woodbridge & Helen Mawson
2 Anonymous

Patrons’ Circle ($25,000.00+)
John & Celia Allpress
Kris & Sharlene Anderson
Mike & Karen Bergin
Trevor & Amanda Boquist
Roly & Ruth Bull
Jean & Gil Bunch
Dwayne & Adeen Bunning
Bruce Carlson (1964)
Chris & Monica Chan
Tai-Liang & Hsiu Hsia Chen
Judy Davis
Donna & Bob Decker
Bill, Helen, John & Michael Fitzpatrick

Norm & Pat Francis
Brock Harris (1993)
Doug & Sharyn Higginson
Jim & Stacey Hildebrandt
Blair Horn (1979)
Hull Family
Yuquo Kawasaki
Dianne & Irving Kipnes Foundation
Dick Koetsier (1984)
Betty & Leo Krysa
Bert & Matty Lang
Frank & Louisa Lee
Hae June Lim & Youn Sook Kim
Paul Liu & Shinig Chen
The McLean Foundation
Robert Madigan
John (1982) & Marie McNeill
Bruce McPhee
Ted & Judy Mills
David & Gretchen Mitchell
Doug Morcom
Jeff Murton & Kathryn Adrian
Keishi & Yoshiko Okuma
Lillian & Leroy Page Foundation
Soonchun Park & Kyungmi Kim
Rick & Velisha Paskuski
Neal & Karen (Middleton, 1981) Pirie
Pirie Foundation
John (1944) & Margaret Pitts
Bill & Marian Ross
David Schneider Family
Peter & Indré Semogas
Robert Siceloff
Andries & Twiny Smit
Kathy Staples (1982)
Mike & Barb Stone
Dick & Hope Stroble
Tim (1981) & Suzy (Ostensoe, 1983)
Tokarsky
Rene & Karin Van Haren
Nancy Van Laeken
Simon Vermegen
Victoria Foundation
Peter & Sue Wagener
Samara Walbohm (1989) & Joe
Shlesinger
Jack & Bev Wallace

EveryGiftCounts.
Peeter & Mary Wesik
Biff & Dianne Wheeler
Stuart & Corinne Wolfe
Maw J. Yang
Je-Uk Yeon & Jung-Ae Lee
Chih-Chen & Li-Wen Yu
Shung-Hsiung Yu
Diane & Peter Zell
Weimin Zhang
7 Anonymous

Brentonians’ Circle
($10,000.00+)
Howard Addison
Bruce & Jeannie Alexander
Gordon Allan & Family
Sheila & Kirk Bailey
Art & Carole Barber
Ernie & Jean Beaudin
Ray & Christine Beaulieu
John & Barbara Beddome
Stephen & Kathy Bellringer
Shannon & Andrew Boddy
Jo & Shirley Briggs
John & Marg Briggs, Colin (1992) &
Shaun (1993) Briggs
Gary & Catherine Briggs
Brian & Liz Brown
John E. Buck (1932)
Florence V Burden Foundation
Ik Sung Byeun & Eun Suk Shin
Cable Family
Bill Callin
The Candy Family
Stephanie Carlson
John & Jennifer Carr
R. Paul Castner
Alan Chan
Peter & Diane Chan
Chao-Jung & Hsiao-Ming Chang
Ollive & Hannah Cheng
John M. Chen-Wing
Leon Cheung
Miles & Gwen Clyne
Russ & Ellen Cmolik
Drew & Jodi Craig
Don Danard
John (1984) & Sandra Davis
Anne-Marie Decore
Dejan & Vida Dordevich

Paul & Cathy Douglas
Sandy (Sheckter, 1985) & Gabriel
Eckenstein
Kasane Edmunds (2015)
Jack & Sheri Edson
Marius (1977) & Andrea Felix
Harry & Sandy Ford
Craig & Cindy Francis
Robin & Jessie French
Curtis Garland
Rita Gausman
Marie Genest
Genge Family
Grant (1981) & Beth (Newton, 1983)
Gillies
Adam Gray (1992)
Steven Hammerschlag & Debra
Reynolds
David (1980) & Brette Hampton
Ellen Hansen
Isobel & Sandy Hardie
Linda Hardy
The Hatch Family
Don & Natalie Hatton
Gary & Su Yuan Ho
Stephen Ho & Susan Lee
Yong Ho & Mi Jeong Kim
John Holt (1982)
Kathryn Holt
Andrew (1991) and Lara Housser
Hank Lin & Jessie Hsu
The Hunter Family Foundation
Delia Jampel & John Frank
Bette Johns
Brian & Janine Jones
John & Maria Kavanagh
K. Kartushyn & P. Keele
John & Barb Keirle
Yong Ho & Mi Jeong Kim
Dennis King & Jackie Brumfield
E.W. Kneeland
Kevin & Doris Kuo
Trish Labuda
Stephen & Ruth Laird
Polly Lau & John Wherry
Judy & Nathan Laufer in honour of
Andrew Laufer
Brian Lee (1996)
Leighton Family
Craig Lightheart (1973)

Hank Lin & Jessie Hsu
Kevin & Ann Love
Bob & Barbara Lynch
Rob & Lesley Mackay
John Mackie & Kate Ecker
Sayuri Maeda
Imtiaz & Shahinool Manji
Kenna Creer Manos
Kyle Marsh (1978)
Joann Martin
Peter Mathieson
Anthony & Susan Mazzarella
Ralph & Ann McClellan
Liam McGowan
Bill & Ruth McIntosh
Robert McLennan
Bruce Milne
Dennis & Kathy Molnar
Bill (1965) & Barbara Morkill
Mike (1977)& Karen Murkowski
Joan Neil
Hyung Sun Park & Mi Sook Lim
Bud & Wendy Patel
Grant & Tara Paulson
Pemberton Holmes Ltd.
Stef (Deunert, 1987) & Jeff (1985)
Philipp
Dan & Gail Philippson
Frances Plaunt
Raffin Family Supporting Foundation
of the Jewish Community
Endowment Fund
Harry & Anne Range
The Ratzke Family
Raymond James Canada Foundation
Lloyd & Treacy Reddington
Blake & Nicky Richardson
Ed & Betsy Richardson
Dave Rinning & Margaret Morgan
Ashley Robbins
Charles Ruigrok & Jacqueline Pater
Chris Schmelzle
Bryan (1967) & Patti Scott-Moncrieff
Dong-Pyo Seo & Hyung Soon Park
Sheila Serup (1977)
Kyung-Rok Seung
Emily Koetsier Seville (1979)
Mary Margaret & David Shaw
Linda Side & Jim Munro
Cori Simms & Gary Last

Kevin Skinner (1977)
Richard (1974) & Shannon Tanner
Colin Tassin
Tammie (Morrison, 1979) & Tony
Toriglia
Thomas & Anna Tsui
Terry & Jill Ukrainec
Asahi & Yuiko Uno
Dwaine Van Eeuwen (1973)
Maury & Barbara Van Vliet
Tina, Vik & Tara Vasvani
Grant Weaver (1965)
Dr. Kuo-liang Wei
Fred & Judith Welsh
William & Jadeene Wheaton
Betty White
Bill & Marion Wiese
Darcy Will
Jean-Marie & Lisa Wilson
John & Leslie Wilson
Courtenay Wolfe (1990)
Te Heng Wu
Paul & Priscilla Yip
Yasuo & Hiromi Yoneya
Young Family
Philip Yuen & Shirley Chen
10 Anonymous

Torch Society ($5,000.00+)
George & Avril Abakhan
Bruce Abel (1982)
Don & Lois Abel
Joan Anderson
Robert Angle & Muriel
Guillaume-Angle
Jenica Ashlie
Barnes Family
Doug Bate (1968)
Beverley Bauche
Steve Bejanski
Mike Best
Murray, Kathryn & Carra Bowes
Michael Brown (2002)
Brian (1980) & Leslie Carr
Rhonda & Kirk Caza
Todd & Suzanne Chuckry
Eric Clarke
Jason Classon (1993)
Joseph & Frances Cohen
Rod & Fusako Constable
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The Corkal Family
Shelley & Paul Crawford
Morgan Crooks (1994)
Wade Davis
Carol Denny & David Jiles
Robert Dixon (1994)
Giada Dobrzensky del Drago
John & Ann Dufton
David Dutcyvich
Odd & Gisela Edstrand
Murray & Carol (McPhee, 1978)
Erickson
John Eymann
Gottfried & Anke Fischer
Patty Fischer
Karen Flavelle & Jamie McTavish
Ruth Flynn
Scott Frandsen (1998) & RBC
Terry & Kate Freeman
Rita Fung
Catherine Gibbons & Rebecca
(1999) Kinkead
GFS Gordon Food Service
Andrew Gillespie (1942)

Nicholas & Julia Glass
William & Lois Harn
Dr. Edward Harvey & Dr. Lorna
Marsden
Stephen Hayne (1979)
Tom & Ann Hennessy
Ira Hess-Weller
Norman Hildes-Heim
Tina Hittenberger & Lauren Selman
(2003)
Fraser Hodge & Wendy Baker
Dave Holland & Lynn Shaw
Richard & Susan Holmes
Doug Homer-Dixon (1944)
Gary & Jutta Hughes
Michael Hummel
Michael & Donna Hutchison
Byoung-Chul Hyun & Hye Jung Won
Bill & Marley Illerbrun
Bryce Jenner
Yun Keoun Jeong & Oak Lan Kim
Bill & Jessica Jesse
Clayton & Kate Johnston
Sarah Hall & Derek Jonson

why we give

Brentwood is an extraordinary school. We were struck by how
“Canadian” it is, with friendly students, teachers and parents
who have a passion for academics, sports and arts, bound by a
tremendous community spirit. As parents living overseas, we found
that the school is also very effective at integrating international
students and making them feel at home. The unique waterfront
setting, forests and trails of Vancouver Island make Brentwood
the most idyllic setting for students with a passion for outdoor
sports or art. Our daughter Serena had an wonderful experience
at Brentwood that she will remember forever, and excellent
preparation for college in the United States.
It is imperative that top schools continue to invest in the best
facilities, teachers, courses and activities, as well as ensuring that
financial aid is available. We believe that Annual Giving is a great
way of contributing to the school and making it even better, if that
is possible. We have great
faith in the senior team
at Brentwood in making
the right decisions on
how to spend any money
donated to the school.
Annual Giving is something
that parents and alumni
can do to help keep the
Brentwood spirit burning
bright.
Jim and Stacey
Hildebrandt
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Rick & Jennnifer Rodrigues
John & Heather Kahan
Leslie & Susie Rudd
Ron Kelly & Margot Hillman
Robert & Shirley Salvail
Jim & Janet Kennedy
Peter Scarrow
Jong-Won Kim
Gary & Mary Schultz & Family
Tae Sik Kim
Rosa & Klaus Schultz
Woong-Seub & Hwang Yeun Kim
Rob Scott & Mary Allen
Larry & Lisa Konopski
Howard & Linda Shannon
Walter & Karen Kosteckyj
Barb (Dyson) Sharpe (1978)
Marina Kushnir
Derek Sharpe (1975)
Blaine & Irene LaBonte
Dan & Marnie Silbergeld
Jen & Bill Lancashire
Simon Snellgrove
Bill & Denny Lang
Tad & Jeanne Sommerville
Lijia Li & Ximing Jiao
Nancy (Liden, 1976) & Stephen
Greg & Marilyn Mack
Sorensen
Michelle MacLaren (1982)
Don
& Joan Stanley
Robert & Carol Manning
Rob & Suzy Stephen
Scott Matheson (1979)
Judy Stewart
Ross & Donna Mathewson
Skip (1967) & Judy Stothert
Yoshihito & Michico Matsuda
Charlie & Kwang Soon Suh
Steven & Vickie Mavromihalis
Ed & Shirley Szerze
Ean & Pat Maxwell
Ralph A. Thrall (1981)
Heather McBride
Tides Canada Foundation
Don McBride (1977)
Tim Topper & Mary Martin
Graeme & Patty McCauley
Chien-Hua & Lin Mei Yun Tsai
Lara & Bob McDonald
Eddie Tsai (1985)
Judy McKinney
Ming Tsai
Vern & Sandra McShane
Richard & Barbara Tsoi
Tony Medina
David Uncles (2004) & Family
Paul & Suzanne Merriman
United Way of the Lower Mainland
Stanley A. Milner
Geoff Vale
Ivan & Arunya Mindlin
Martin Van Keken
David & Carol Morrison
Chris Van Vliet (1981)
Stephanie Mulvey & Chris Browne
Neil & Miriam Vos
Kelly (Marsh, 1976) & Bill Nielsen
Hans Walbohm
Dan O’Brien
Sheila Wappel-McLean
John O’Brien-Bell
Edna Widenmaier
Harold & Diana Oliver
Janet Will
Joan & Dave Park
Alan & Brenda Williams
Jerry Parks & Bonny O’Connor
Mike & Julie Williams
Lorna Paterson
Ashley & Melinda Witts
Brian & Jo Anne Pavlis
Hong Cuc Doan
N.S. Pawliuk & Son Contracting Ltd.
Carol Woodward
Laurie (Rutherford) Pederson (1973)
7 Anonymous
Daniel & Trudy Pekarsky
Jim Perry
Jim & Celia Pickles
Robert Pierce (1992)
If there is an error or omission
Mairi Pigeon
in these lists, please accept
Cara Gordon Potter
Nick Prowse
our sincere apologies and notify
Roger & Gwynneth Purnell
Lara McDonald
Estate of Brent Rawlinson
Raz-Guzmán Family
at 250.743.5521 or
Michael & Susan Reynolds
lara.mcdonald@brentwood.bc.ca
Bill & Helen Roach

A Piece of Our History Returns
This beautiful and detailed sketch of the Brentwood Chapel,* left, was donated to the school by
Richard Butler, father of Andrew Butler (Class of 2009), and son of Sir Michael Butler (Class of
1945 and Past Board Member 1971-1985). It was drawn by Molly Privett, the wife of Arthur Privett
(Brentwood Headmaster 1939-1946).
This sketch used to hang in the home of Len Crookston (staff member 1963-1980); when Len
passed away it was left to a relative of his who happened to also be a client of Richard’s. Noticing it
hanging in this client’s home, Richard mentioned the history with Brentwood College and his client
promptly insisted he have it. Richard believed it belonged at the school so he has kindly donated it
to Brentwood. We are grateful to Richard for passing along such a wonderful piece of School history
to add to our archival collection.
*The Brentwood Chapel, still located in Brentwood Bay on the original site of our campus, was
built between 1924 and 1933 by the Brentwood students as part of their “Manual Training” class.
The signatures of the boys are engraved in the beams of the chapel, permanently recording their
role in its construction. The Chapel is the only building which remained standing after the School’s
disastrous fire in August 1947.

LEAVING A LEGACY
John Queen, affectionately known around campus as JLQ, served for a remarkable 32 years at Brentwood as a
teacher, Whittall Housemaster, rowing coach and director of musical theatre productions. And he continues to
serve in his retirement as a tutor for students needing extra help. His steadfast commitment to the school and its
students is truly inspirational.
John spent his first year in Privett House, his second in Ellis House before becoming Housemaster in Whittall
House, a position he held for a whopping 30 years. At Brentwood, he was Head of Physics, director of Gilbert
and Sullivan productions, a rowing coach for the senior boys’ varsity lightweight crew, founder of the Brentwood
Regatta and co-ordinator of the event until 1997. John also served as administrator for the Rowing Club, and was
a member of the American Association of Physics Teachers, the Coaching Association of Canada and the National
Strength and Conditioning Association. Two times, he
was invited to become part of the coaching team of the
Canadian Men’s Lightweight program, but had to decline due to his heavy Brentwood
commitments. John was honoured with Rowing Canada’s Centennial Medal in 1997.
He was honoured again in 2005 with a Special Service Award from the Canadian
Secondary School’s Rowing Association.
During my Brentwood years, it was my great privilege to teach physics to Dr. Bill
Rutherford, to direct Ben Butterfield and to coach Blair Horn, amongst the many other
great students, actors and athletes that Brentwood now numbers amongst its alumni.
I am delighted to know that my bequest to establish an endowed bursary fund will help
future students. Brentwood is a great school and those who go there, be they students
or faculty, are truly privileged. It is my hope that my planned gift will open up the
possibility of that privilege to a few deserving girls and boys who, like me, could derive
great pleasure and satisfaction from striving in a wide diversity of disciplines, and grow
in the process.
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Annual Giving 2015-2016
Thank you to our 2015-2016 donors! Listed below are the names of all those who have contributed to Brentwood College in the
period from July 2015 to June 2016. Thank you for including Brentwood in your charitable giving this year. We are truly grateful.

Bruce Abel (1982)
Paul Aikins (1966)
Jonathan Aitken (1989)
Kevin and Sally Algar
Jim and Jean Allan

Shannon and Andrew Boddy
Peter Bontkes and Michelle Redfern
Peter Booth (1975)
Maraina Lightly and Vahid Bossi

Robin Chan (1995)

Giada Dobrzensky del Drago

Cameron Chell

Paul and Cathy Douglas

John M. Chen-Wing

Ian Drost (1948)

Ryan Chen-Wing (1993)

John Drost (1980)

Leon Cheung

Sean Dunlop (1996)

Doyle Childs and Pam Richmond

The Linda Dutcyvich Family
Sandy (Sheckter, 1985) and
Gabriel Eckenstein

Jack Allpress (2004)

Fernando Boullosa and
Monica Schravesande

John and Celia Allpress

Brachet Family

Andrew Chow (1996)

Chelsea Altice (2006)

John and Dianne Braithwaite

Jennifer Leslie and Blair Christensen

Ollie (1996) and Robyn Amiel

Gary and Catherine Briggs

Paul Collis and Karen Handford

Charles Angle (2005)

Peter and Julia Brock

Collombin Family

Robert Angle and Muriel
Guillaume-Angle

Jim and Jenny Broere

Andrea (McDonald)
Common (1975)

Don Armitage and Lorraine Blake
Jenica Ashlie
Assaly Family
Richard Attisha (1981)
Vince Avery
Bola and Rema Ayodele
Sheila and Kirk Bailey
John and Kim Barakso
Barnes Family
Walter and Cecile Barry
Louis Barry (2016)
Bryan and Tanya Bass
Scott Bayley

Jean Bunch
Thomas Burley (1973)
David Burton (1993)
Geoff Butler (1973)
Richard Butler
Dan Caird
Sara Cakebread
Dave Calder (1996)
Ted Callahan
Bill Callin
Kerry Cameron (1991)
Graeme Campbell
Kevin and Candice Campbell

Edmonton Community Foundation
Jack and Sheri Edson
Bruce and Susan Edwards
Peggy and Richard Elmes

Rod and Fusako Constable

Gus El-Moussa and Aida Al-Ansari

The Corkal Family

Fletcher Evans (2006)

Robert and Jennifer Cormie

Peter Everett (1975)

Jennifer Corrao

Lynn and Rhys Eyton

Ben Coull (2010)

Haig and Mary Farris

Kate and David Coull

Ben Felix (2006)

Susan (Baker) Coulter (1976)

Marius (1977) and Andrea Felix

Steve and Sheila Cowie

Laura Ferreira

Rob and Jenny Crawford

Jeremy Ferreira (1996)

Shelley and Paul Crawford

Grayden and Sangita Flanagan

Art and Mary Jane Crooks

Andrea and John Flintoft

Claire Crooks (1991)

Mike and Maggie Flynn

Hew (1986) and Kate Crooks

Chris and Rebecca Ford

Morgan Crooks (1994)

Steve Forward and Elaine Read

Owen and Polly Baylis

Patrick and Beryl Campbell
Charitable Trust

Marny Beaton

Canadian Pacific

Deirdre and Atholl Cropper

P.E. and Jos Frangou

Dr. Richard Bebb

Frances Candy (2006)

Joey (Snyder) Dahlstrom (1991)

Emma Freeman (2012)

Steve Bejanski

The Candy Family

Nigel and Danielle David

The Frisch Family

Marco A. Bequer Hernandez

Bruce Carlson (1964)

Gord and Sally Deck

Blake and Robin Gage

Mike and Karen Bergin

Brian (1980) and Leslie Carr

Donna and Bob Decker

Ryan Gallagher (2003)

Emily Bieberdorf

John and Jennifer Carr

Carey and Abby Desloges

Jim Ganley and Jill Napier

Gary Birtwistle

Brent and Clare Carson

Raj and Inder Dhir

Parker Warde Garland (2014)

Andrew Blackmore (2006)

Rhonda and Kirk Caza

Rob Dixon (1994)

Marty and Dennine Giles
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Grant (1981) and Beth
(Newton,1983) Gillies
Ira Gordon-Collins (1996)
The Griffiths Family

The Guy / Tsetsos Family

Brock Harris (1993)

David (1980) and Brette Hampton
Jon and Heather Hansen

D’Arcy Harris (1996)

Derek Harkema (1966)

Geoff and Keltie Harris

Since I left Brentwood, I have earned a degree
from the London School of Economics, landed
the job in finance that I set out to achieve,
met and married my wife, had the opportunity
to travel the world, and settled in the UK
long enough that they’ve given me another
passport for the trouble. I credit many of my
successes to the skills and opportunities that
Brentwood gave me. From time spent in a
rowing shell and during prep, I learned how
to do hard work. The theatre and living in a
boarding house taught me how to live and work with others and
deal with lots of moving pieces. Most importantly, my experience
fundamentally changed what I thought was possible from my life.

why i give

Brentwood is a young school: it was only a generation ago that
girls first attended, and a generation before that that the new
campus was built where it is today. Recently, at my 10-year reunion,
we heard from grads of the early 1960s who were among the first
students to attend Brentwood in its new location in Mill Bay. The
purchase of the land for the new campus was made possible due to
capital gifts from Brentwood alumni and their families.
At that point, giving was the difference between having a school
and not. Today that’s not quite true, but it can make the difference
between being able to attend, or not. Personally, the generosity
of others helped make my attendance possible. Giving also helps
broaden students’ classroom experience by enabling trips and
capital upgrades for arts or sports, such as up-to-date rowing
equipment or technical theatre equipment. While the large capital
gifts are the most visible, smaller giving drives much of the day-today experience that made it such a special period in my life, and
continues to do so for current students.

I’ve always thought it imperative that I give back in any way I could.
Whether that be time, money, or both, it’s my responsibility as part
of the Brentwood community to help support the ones that come
after (perhaps a bit cheesy to say, but de manu in manum, right?).
Through my giving I stay more engaged with the school, since I
want to see what I’m supporting. And it’s not altruism, either. By
supporting the school, over time, the value of the alumni network
increases and being an Old Brentonian will grow in meaning to
others, which is a benefit to all Brentonians.
Patrick Johnston (Privett, Class of 2006)

Cynthia Harris (1996)

Dr. Edward Harvey and
Dr. Lorna Marsden
Karen Hedquist and
Terry Marshall

Paul Kleinschmidt
Hersh Kline
Arthur and Mariola Kloc in
memory of Raphael Kloc
E.W. Kneeland
Robert Kornfeld
David and Lisa Krasny
Kiichi Kurosu

Tyler and Mandy Heisterman

Blaine and Irene LaBonte

Tom and Ann Hennessy

Trish Labuda

Travis Hermanson (2006)

Sarah Laird (2006)

Tom Herschmiller (1996)

Jen and Bill Lancashire

Mike Hicks (1970)

Bill and Denny Lang

Jim and Stacey Hildebrandt

The Laurion Family

Charlie Hill (1964)

Karen and Perry LaVallee

Reesa Hinks

Melinda and Chris Lavigne

John Hockin and Leith Barry

Kevin and Della Lawrence

David Hollands and Carol Prantner

Jason Ledingham

Cathy and David Holmes

Brent and Melanie Lee

Pemberton Holmes Ltd.

Brian Lee (1996)

Blair Horn (1979)

Geon Lee and Hye Young Choi

Andrew Housser (1991)

Leighton Family

Don Huestis and Ghislaine Lauzon

Dan (1985) and Cheri Lethin

Hull Family

Warren Lewis (2006)

Henry Jackson and Claire Lichtenfels

Eric Lin and Mei-Ling Lin Shu

Jane and Mark Jackson

Victor and Maureen Lironi

The Jarvis Family

Jin Liu and Lucy Ye

Bryce Jenner

Millie Livingston

Surj and Colleen Johel

Raymond Loch

Clayton and Kate Johnston

Bonnie Loewen

Patrick Johnston (2006)

The Lopez Schmitt Family

Brian and Janine Jones

Ivan Lun (1996)

Sarah Hall and Derek Jonson

John and Julie Luna

Cal Kaiser

Denise Lysejko

In memory of Colin Keen (1989)

Parker and Virginia MacCarthy

William Kelly (1948)

MacConnachie Family

George and Karen Killy

David W.G. Mackenzie (1969)

Steve and Kristen King

John Mackie and Kate Ecker
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Michelle MacLaren (1982)

We moved from
the Prairies to
the Island in
1992 because
our daughters
were attending
university here.
My daughter saw
an advertisement
for a nurse at
Brentwood which
stated “must love
children”—she
encouraged me
to apply because
she said she didn’t
know any one
that loved being
surrounded by
kids more than her mother! It was a departure from my previous
nursing background but I thought I would take a leap of faith and
see if this would be a fit for me. I am now entering my 24th year of
nursing at Brentwood. I love my job. The students make the school
and bring challenge, enthusiasm and so much satisfaction to my
job.

why we give

In 2004, the Head of School, Mrs. Pennells, asked my husband,
Bob, if he would consider taking on the role as school physician;
it was easy for him to agree. He knew the school well and was
happy to support Brentwood in whatever small way he could in his
professional role.
In trying to sum up the feelings of why financial “giving” to
Brentwood has been so important to us as a couple, I look
to this prose passage by Ralph Waldo Emerson:
To laugh often and much;
To win the respect of intelligent people and the affection
of children;
To earn the appreciation of honest critics and endure the
betrayal of false friends;
To appreciate beauty;
To find the best in others,
To leave the world a bit better, whether by a healthy child,
a garden patch or a redeemed social condition.
To know even one life has breathed easier because you
have lived.
This is to have succeeded.

This is why we love Brentwood and are supporters; we know that
our contributions, both professionally and financially, are making a
difference.

Robert Madigan
John and Lynn Madigan
Diana Madsen
Eileen Mais
Kenna Creer Manos
Dale Martin (1978)
Alanna and Brian Martin
Phil Martin (1991)
Reeve and Judy Martin
James and Daphne (Gilmour,
1981) Marvel

Connie Munro
Scott Murray
Cheryl Murtland
Tetsuro Nakatani (1996)
Joan Neil
Chris Nelson
Phil Newns
Dr. Felix Odaibo
Alex and Allison Palmer
Vanessa Wing Yan Pang

Steven and Vickie Mavromihalis

Ria Parks (2006)

Mike Maxwell-Smith (1979)

Rich Parsons (1992)

Brian and Joan May

Kirby and Susie Pasloske

Michelle Mazzarella (2013)

Bud and Wendy Patel

Don McBride (1977)

Brian and Jo Anne Pavlis

Dave and Lisa McCarthy

Laurie (Rutherford) Pederson (1973)

Graeme and Patty McCauley

Andrea and Gerry Pennells

Noah McColl (2006)

Jim Perry

Lara and Bob McDonald

Tatiana Petrov

The McKay Family

Alex Pfaffe (1986)

Scott and Rebecca McKay

Stef (1987) and Jeff Philipp (1985)

Jane McKillop

Ward Phillips

Leona McKillop

Mairi Pigeon

Judy McKinney

Karen (Middleton, 1981)
and Neal Pirie

John and Marie McNeill
Lorri McPhee
Ian and Michaelle McPherson
Hugh McQuiston (1967)
Rosana Melgarejo Gonzalez
Scott and Anne-Marie Miller
Ted and Judy Mills
Tamar Milne (1991)
Morgan Milward
Bruce Mitchell and Carol Coxon
Jim and Jean Moore
Corina Morrison (1985)
Erwin and Manuela Mueller

Donna Decker
Head Nurse

Stephanie Mulvey and
Chris Browne

Karl Muendel (1991)

Pirie Foundation
Edward Pitoniak and Kate Barber
Plains Midstream Canada ULC
Frances Alan Plaunt
Cara Gordon Potter
Dan Powell (1970)
Sunisa Prachuabmoh
Jill Purdy
Susan Quinton
Nidhi Raina
Chris Redcliffe (2003)
Jennifer (Rossi) Reilly (1996)
Rebecca (Day, 1980) and
Bill Reynolds
Steven and Dawn Richards

80 : THE BRENTONIAN : 2016

Annual Giving | PERCENTAGE OF DONORS BY GRADE
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Pim Richters

Ian and Marguerite Sisett

Ottolene Ricord

Ryan Skardal

Doug Ridenour

Larry and Lynn Smith

United Way of the Lower
Mainland

Ashley Robbins

Phil Smith

Geoff Vale

Ashley and Melinda Witts

Stephen Rockstroh and
Gay Wilmerding

Nancy (Liden) Sorensen (1976)

Charlie Vallejo (1996)

Hong Cuc Doan

Chris Spicer

Chris Van Vliet (1981)

Rick and Jennifer Rodrigues

Kandee (Gale) Stadnyk (1991)

Vancouver Foundation

Jayson Woodbridge and
Helen Mawson

Dr. Yvain Rumalean

Kathy Staples (1982)

Simon Vermegen

Chris Rumball & Ruth Nicholson

Ryan Steingard (1996)

Victoria Foundation

Romano Sacchi

Mike and Barb Stone

Jon and Louise Walker

Pradip and Kanta Saha

Skip (1967) and Judy Stothert

Jack and Bev Wallace

Sainas Family

Rob and Shauna Strasdin

Greig Walsh (1991)

Bruce Saville and Kennedy
Saville (2003)

Ginny Stratton (1996)

Harold Wardrop and Sharon Hall

Liam and Marilou Sullivan

Louis Watson (1969)

Fang Sun

R. Howard Webster Foundation

Torrey Swan (2000)

Dr. Kuo-liang Wei

Neil and Rose Tanner

Peeter and Mary Wesik

5-9 years of consecutive giving

The Tarim Family

Wheaton Family Foundation

10-14 years of consecutive giving

Rob Taylor and Toni Egger

Murray White (1984)

Sharon (MacDonald) Taylor (1976)

Lahni Wickland (1996)

The Sherry Taylor Drew Foundation

Edna Widenmaier

Andrea (Avolio) Tomizawa (1996)

Rick and Laurel Wierstra

Jennifer Sheldon

Tammie (Morrison, 1979)
and Tony Toriglia

Craig Wilkinson (1983)

Alex Sherratt-Casinha

Eddie Tsai (1985)

The Sinclair Family

Chris Turyk (2006)

Duncan Sinclair and
Laura MacFeeters

Terry and Jill Ukrainec

Brad Schock (1978)
Gary and Mary Schultz & family
Rosa and Klaus Schultz
Michael Scott-Harston (1972)
Ian Scott-Moncrieff (1966)
Scragg Family
Sheila Serup (1977)
Tom and Shona Shadlock
Naama Sharabi

United Way of Calgary and area

Kevin and Karen Willsey
Jean-Marie and Lisa Wilson
Mark Wismer

Kip Woodward (1974)
Connie Worth
Andrew Wrenshall
Young Family
Stephanie and Andy Young
Diane and Peter Zell
Weimin Zhang
40 Anonymous

15-19 years of consecutive giving
20+ years of consecutive giving

Janet Will
Darren Williams (1991)
Owen Williams (1976)
Theresa Williams
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Jane Jackson
After an amazing 32 years of service at Brentwood, Jane Jackson
retired in June 2016. At an end-of-year school assembly in her
honour, she and her husband Mark donated a beautiful totem
pole to the school. To follow is an excerpt from her speech as
she presented this wonderful gift to Brentwood.
“I wish there was a repeat button for life—one that you could just
press to repeat all of those special moments, memories and events that
you really wish you had a chance to experience again. I think I would
have worn out that button!
So much of what I have done and experienced in my life, I owe to
Brentwood. It’s been a family to me for 32 years. Both of my daughters
[Megan, Class of 2008, and Sara, Class of 2010] were born when I
lived in Mackenzie House. I’ve experienced working with thousands
of students over the years—they have been the real joy of my job and
I think they’ve kept me young. I consider myself so fortunate to have
had the opportunity to spend my teaching career at Brentwood.

A Gift of Art
Brentwood Brigade, painted by renowned Canadian
artist Avis Rasmussen, commemorates the epic 1968
McKenzie River expedition from Fort Nelson, BC to Fort
Providence, Northwest Territories by 14 Brentwood
College students under the leadership of their intrepid
teacher, Mr. Barry du Temple. Their arrival in Fort
Providence is depicted in the painting at the conclusion
of a 31 day and 685 mile journey in two 25-foot
Chestnut canvas canoes.
Generously donated by Dr. Edward Harvey and Dr.
Lorna Marsden, Brentwood Brigade is one of many
Canadian works of art which they have gifted to a wide
range of institutions across the country. Brentwood
is fortunate to have been chosen by them as the final
home of this work which captures a unique venture in
the history of our Outdoor Pursuits programme.

I believe that when something is really important to you, you should
give back—to your community, to the people who mean so much to
you. With this in mind, my husband Mark and I are donating this
totem pole to Brentwood. We wanted to give back to the school that
means so much to me and to our two daughters.
Mark carved this totem pole out of old growth cedar over a 15 year
period; whenever I was working at Brentwood on a Saturday, Mark
was carving at home. He teaches Art at Frances Kelsey, and one of
his courses is First Nations carving, a skill he developed during his
years living in Bella Coola and learning from First Nations carvers.
When Mark was painting the totem, he used traditional black and
red colours, but on the sides he added a little bit of green—that is for
Mackenzie House (Mack-Ellis)! This gift is our way of saying thank
you to Brentwood.
The totem will be installed in the new Athletic Centre when it is
completed. This is very special to us because both our daughters are
volleyball players and spent most of their time at Brentwood in the
gym.”
—Jane Jackson

Jane and Mark Jackson and their two daughters, Megan (Class of 2008)
and Sara (Class of 2010), pictured with the stunning totem pole they have
donated to Brentwood (before the painting was completed).
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Thank You to Our 2015-2016 Parent Volunteers!
Parents joined us from near and far to help with everything from creating centerpieces for the Snowball, to applying
make-up for the School Musical, working the Regatta weekend to hosting students over mid-terms break, serving as guest
speakers in classrooms to helping chaperone school events. This names just of a few of the many volunteer roles parents
enlisted for this year. We extend a heartfelt thank you to each and every one of you for your time in giving back to the school.
You are strengthening the Brentwood family and providing greatly appreciated support to our faculty and staff!

Parents attending the Volunteer Appreciation Tea at the Head’s residence at the end of the school year.

2015-16 Final Interhouse Competition Results
1 | Whittall / Alex 341
2 | Ellis / Mack 329
3 | Rogers / Allard 324
4 | Privett / Hope 296
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FIRST ANNUAL ALUMNI AWARDS

On Saturday, April 30th, 2016, during the 46th Annual Brentwood Regatta weekend, over 130 alumni, faculty, parents
and friends gathered in the Bunch Centre for Performing Arts to honour three individuals. This inaugural awards
reception began with remarks from current Head of School, Bud Patel, followed by words from members of the OBE
and the award recipients. This touching reception highlighted just how incredible the worldwide Old Brentonian
community truly is, and brought laughter, memories, and even a few heartfelt tears.

2016 Honorees
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
Recognizes an Old Brentonian for distinguished lifetime career achievements
and /or contributions to community through service.

Mr. George Killy (CLASS OF 1964)
George Killy, Class of 1964, is a change maker, visionary, and dedicated community
stalwart for the people of British Columbia. After graduating from Brentwood and obtaining
a B.A. from Simon Fraser University, George Killy returned home to Prince George where
he soon became one of the province’s most innovative and successful entrepreneurs in
the central and northern British Columbia forest industry. While designing, building, and
operating Lakeland Mills, one of Canada’s award-winning full recovery lumber companies,
George also served as Vice Chairman of the Rivers Committee in Prince George, advising the city on land use issues pertaining
to local rivers. These efforts led to a public access riverfront trail in the heart of Prince George.
Currently, George owns and operates Harley Street Holdings Inc., a Vancouver based investment company. Among his many
community involvements, he is:
• Chair Emeritus of the Vancouver Art Gallery
• Director of the Vancouver Art Gallery Foundation
• Chair of the Springtide Invitational Golf Tournament
• Trustee of The Keg Royalties Income Fund
• Director of Keg General Partner Ltd.
• A former Director of the Vancouver 2010 Bid Corporation and a former Ambassador of the Vancouver Organizing
Committee for the 2010 Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games.
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• George is also past Chair of Grid International Inc. of Austin, Texas
• A past Director and Corporate Secretary of the Nature Trust of British Columbia
• A former Director of the BC Children’s Hospital Foundation, and Past President of the Council on North Interior Forest
Employees Relations
• In 1984 George received a Gold Medal Canada Award for Excellence—for Labour Management Co-operation in
Implementing Technological Change.
In addition to his impressive forestry career and community service record, George has also had a profound influence on
Brentwood. Amongst other things, as a Governor from 1985 to 2013, George guided the siting of the theatre in 2001, the
purchase of two key campus properties in 2004 and his visionary perspective continues to influence campus design. His
lead gift to the Bunch Centre, in memory and appreciation of his teacher and mentor, T. Gil Bunch, raised the bar and set the
standard in terms of architectural design. In short, George’s unique perspective and remarkable philanthropic support have
defined Brentwood’s recent history and he continues to guide its future.

OUTSTANDING BRENTONIAN AWARD
Honours an Old Brentonian for outstanding career achievements and/or
for service to society as a whole.

Michelle MacLaren (ALEX 1982)
Michelle MacLaren is a Producer and Director in the Entertainment Industry whose recent
credits include The Deuce, Better Call Saul, Breaking Bad, Game of Thrones, and The
Walking Dead. While Executive Producing Breaking Bad, Michelle was awarded two Emmys,
a Golden Globe, two PGA awards, a Peabody, as well as several other nominations including
Sherrill MacLaren accepted the
two Emmy nominations for Outstanding Directing in a Drama Series. She was recently
award on her daughter’s behalf
recognized by Queen’s University with an honourary Doctor of Laws degree.Michelle’s
interest in education led to her serving on the board of Brentwood College School for seven years, working with inner city
children in South Central Los Angeles, speaking at colleges such as UCLA and the American Film Institute, as well as mentoring
through the Sundance Institute’s mentoring program.

EXTRAORDINARY YOUNG BRENTONIAN
Honours an Old Brentonian, 30 years of age or younger, for significant career
achievements or service.

Daniel Riley (WHITTALL 2004)
Daniel Riley is a veteran and an athlete. He served as a United States Marine for both the
Iraq and Afghanistan conflicts. On December 16, 2010 after stepping on an IED, Daniel
sustained injuries resulting in the amputations of both legs above the knee, and part of his
left hand. Since his rehabilitation he has been actively involved in sports and recreational
therapy. Whether out surfing, biking, or skiing, he is trying to enjoy retirement and a life
without limits. Living in Edwards, Colorado, Daniel currently serves on the Board of Directors
for the Vail Veterans Program, and has been awarded the Purple Heart, Combat Action
Ribbon, and Good Conduct Medal. Daniel is currently enrolled in media studies at Colorado Mountain College.

All Old Brentonians are warmly invited and encouraged to make
their nominations for the 2017 Old Brentonian Awards prior to February 1st, 2017,
by visiting www.brentwood.bc.ca/alumni/awards
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ALUMNI PROFILE

nicole
robins
NAME

WHAT ARE YOU LISTENING TO?

Nicole Robins

The audiobooks of the Game of Thrones series.

GRAD YEAR

2011
HOUSE

Mack
FAVOURITE CITY?

Victoria, BC

FAVORITE TEACHER?

Mr. Collis for teaching me to speak good,
and Mr. Neufeld, for teaching me that the
world is flat.

WHY?
FAVOURITE / MOST HILARIOUS
BRENTWOOD MEMORY?

Because, despite everywhere I have been, I still believe it is the most beautiful
place in the world.

Technical theatre and Phantom of the Opera
WHAT WAS THE LAST NEW THING YOU TRIED?
WHAT ARE YOU CURRENTLY DOING

Deep fried guinea pig in Peru

(PROFESSIONALLY OR OTHERWISE)?

Backpacking through South America before returning for a ski season in
Banff, AB this winter.
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DOG OR CAT?

Dog

PRESENT head prefect
ALEJANDRO GODIN GONZALEZ

WHAT WAS YOUR REACTION TO BEING NAMED HEAD PREFECT?
Being named Head Prefect was a moment I will never forget. After hearing my name, I felt so excited
and honoured that I don’t quite remember how I made my way up to the stage; I just know that it was
one of the happiest moments of my life. I thought about all the things I had done that led to that
moment, and also about all the things I will be able to do next year to serve the School and felt grateful
to be able to give back to the School that is giving me so much. I was and am very thankful to be given
this opportunity and I’m really looking forward to this year.
WHAT DO YOU HOPE TO ACCOMPLISH THIS YEAR AS HEAD PREFECT?
As a Head Prefect, there are quite a few things on my to do list. I want the Student Executive Council (SEC) to
work together and really give students a voice. By simply asking students what they think could improve in
the School during house meetings, for example. By encouraging feedback from outside of the SEC,
we will be able to come up with specific goals to work towards. Something that I can
remember from last year was the student ids and that is something that I will be looking
forward to work on.
DO YOU HAVE A FAVOURITE QUOTE OR SAYING
THAT YOU REFER TO AS A MANTRA?
“If you are not improving you are getting worse.” This was something an old trainer
told me once and it has stuck with me ever since. This reminds me not to be easily
satisfied and to continue growing if I don’t want to go back to where I started. The
other one is: “A practice is a match and a match is a practice.” This one came from
my soccer coach from when I was about ten. He always used to tell us this quote in
order to motivate us to excel and push ourselves during training and then feel
comfortable during games without feeling an overload of pressure, something that
has helped me in other activities years after I first heard it.

WHAT ARE YOUR PLANS AFTER GRADUATION?
I am hoping to take a semester or year off to do some volunteering, work and travel
and after that I am looking into going to University to study Industrial Engineering
and Business somewhere in California or Mexico City, but that is still very much up
for debate and I hope to find my real passion during my time off before University.
WHY DID YOU CHOOSE BRENTWOOD?
I really just got lucky. My sister who graduated in 2013 was looking for a
place to go study abroad for a year and was recommended Brentwood by
some cousins. After she went to Brentwood for a year and came back she
missed it so much that she went back for Grade 11 and graduated from the
School. From then on, my brother went to Brentwood and I decided to do the
same, as I thought if they liked it so much I probably would too.
WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR FAVOURITE
EXPERIENCE AT BRENTWOOD?
Orientation Week has been my favourite experience at the School every single
year. It is a time where you get to know a lot of new people and make new
friends, as well as trying new things.
FAVOURITE FOOD? Fondue  FAVOURITE SHOW? Suits
WHAT’S YOUR FAVOURITE THING ABOUT BRENTWOOD?
The relationships that you make at Brentwood are the type that last a lifetime
and this is due to how people interact with each other at the school.
People are here to help each other and be there in times of need,
as well as in the good times to make unforgettable memories.
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Honouring Nick Prowse
In September 2015, alum Robert Dixon (Ellis ’94) invited the Brentwood
alumni community to join him on campus for an evening in celebration
of Nick Prowse and his thirty-five years of service to Brentwood.
During the September 26th evening, 100+ of Nick’s former students
came together for an incredible meal, and reminiscent conversation in
the Centre for Art and Humanities, located on Brentwood’s beautiful
waterfront. Remarks were given by Marius Felix (Whittall ‘77), Nadine
(Pulous) Sheppard (Alex ‘82), Dwaine Van Eeuwen (Senior ’73) and
Robert Dixon. Also, a written tribute was sent by Wade Davis (Privett
’71), who was unable to join the festivities that night. Their expressions
of gratitude and anecdotes from years past brought tears and laughter,
leaving everyone with a feeling of deep appreciation for a man whose
talents as a teacher, coach, houseparent and university counsellor
impacted so many Brentwood students over the course of his career.
A portion of ticket sales for the dinner was applied to the Nick Prowse
Bursary Fund, an endowed fund established in 2014 by Dwaine Van
Eeuwen, in appreciation for the support Nick offered him as a student,
and for the financial assistance that allowed him to attend Brentwood.
The Nick Prowse Bursary Fund will ultimately provide annual financial
aid to a boarding student who demonstrates a desire to experience
Brentwood and a willingness to participate in all that its programmes
offer, and who, without assistance, would otherwise not be able to
attend. If you would like to hear more about this fund, please contact
Lara McDonald at lara.mcdonald@brentwood.bc.ca

Brodie Cupples (’74), Peter Booth (’75)

I originally got to know Nick Prowse when he was coach of
the VIRU under-17 rugby team, which I played for in 1971.
Through him, I learned about Brentwood and, although I
really wanted to attend, I didn’t think it could ever be a reality
because of my family circumstances. I will be forever grateful
to Nick, as well as to David Mackenzie, whose personal
support helped make it possible for me to attend Brentwood
in my Grade 11 and 12 years. The experience marked a
massive “Y” in the road to my future, providing me with so
many opportunities and experiences, and a bigger vision for
what my future could hold.
In gratitude for the chance I was given, I made an initial
contribution to establish the Nick Prowse Bursary Fund,
both to honour my coach, and to help open doors to a new
generation of students in similar circumstances as my own.
Other Old Brentonians have subsequently also pitched in
to the Fund to pay tribute to Nick as their coach, teacher,
mentor and friend. I am grateful to all who have responded
to the appeal for support as I know it means a lot to Nick. I
hope everyone will continue pitching in so we can reach our
$100,000 goal, and ensure there is a student in the school in
Nick’s name in perpetuity.   —Dwaine Van Eeuwen (’73)

Laurie (Rutherford) Petersen (’73), Laurie (Foote) Evans (’73), Nola (Gregson) Hendrie (’73),
Jeannie Bunch, Dwaine Van Eeuwen (’73).
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Malcolm Smith (’82), Marius Felix (’77)

SEPTEMBER 26, 2015

nick prowse
IN CELEBRATION OF

I

t was just over one year ago that we came together
to celebrate the career of our teacher, mentor, and
friend, Nick Prowse. The genesis of the Prowse
tribute dinner came to me during a moment of inspiration
following a casual coffee Nick and I had while catching
up two years ago. We spoke for many hours that day of old
stories and colourful characters from our times together.
Shortly after leaving Nick that day, I felt strongly that I
would live to regret not doing something to honour his
legacy in his lifetime. Thus, I made a personal commitment
to do so, even if it was only myself raising a glass in his
honour! With the help of the school, my idea to put on a
tribute evening took shape. Ultimately, my instinct was
validated in that many other people were also inspired to
pay tribute.
With the benefit of 22 years of perspective, I appreciate
more today than ever the influence Nick had on my character. The importance Nick placed on honesty,
honour and duty were expressed through his personal example and teachings. While it sometimes did
not feel like it at the time, Nick cared very deeply about every one of his students. His high standards
and uncompromising push to meet them both on and off the rugby field, and his talent for storytelling,
recreating historical personalities and events still live with me today.
Despite his great influence on the field, Nick’s passion for History captured my attention even more and
has stayed with me since leaving Brentwood. I have been fortunate to have travelled far and wide and I
always get a thrill visiting historic places we once covered in class. Academically, tough standards were
always maintained in the same manner he marshalled his rugby teams. I still recall a classmate of mine
asking Nick, “Mr. Prowse, how do you know so much about history?” Nick responded in a serious tone,
“It’s called reading. Something young people today seemed to have totally abandoned!”… Classic Nick!
As a young person, Nick pushed us academically and physically to be better than we believed we could
be. With some hindsight, it was a real privilege to have been pushed so hard because perhaps the greatest
outcome of that was self-confidence. ‘Real’ confidence is only built through overcoming adversity and
doing the work. Nick cared enough as a teacher to push us beyond our comfort zone! For me, I believe that
may be his greatest legacy!
On September 26th 2015, I helped host a special evening of celebration for Nick on the Brentwood campus.
I would like to thank Reesa Hinks and Lara McDonald for helping put the evening together. The venue
for the event could not have been more perfect with the Centre for Art and Humanities lit with candles
at sunset overlooking the ocean. Making the evening even more inspiring were the 100+ special guests
who attended, representing all the generations of Brentonians Nick taught. Touching speeches from
Marius Felix, Dr. Wade Davis, Nadine (Pulous) Sheppard, Dwaine Van Eeuwen, Bud Patel and, of course,
Nick Prowse, capped a very special night. It was overwhelmingly clear the lasting effect Nick has had on
generations of people—his children in many ways.
Finally, one lasting thought from that night was something Nick said regarding the future of the school.
Nick commented that “Brentwood College was never supposed to be, nor should ever become, an ‘elitist
school!’ Nick’s students have always come from all walks of life and circumstance. Thus, it was fitting that
while we came together to honour Nick, we also contributed to the Prowse Bursary Fund.
It is my goal, along with many others, to honour Nick with the special and symbolic moment of giving
out the first bursary from the Prowse Fund. We hope with the larger Brentwood community’s support we
can achieve that goal in the near future. For more information on the Prowse Bursary Fund please contact
Lara McDonald.  —Rob Dixon (’94)
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nick’s night
I am so happy to be back at Brentwood tonight for
such a special occasion… To honour and celebrate
our beloved Nick Prowse.
Ressa Hinks kindly invited me to share some
personal memories tonight. I was flattered to be
asked and thrilled to contribute to the celebration.
When I sat to jot down some thoughts about what I
wanted to say, it struck me that out of all Nick’s
students, I might be the most underqualified to
stand up and wax poetic about Nick.

Sarah Mais, Eileen Mais, Bonnie Robinson (’81)

You see, I was only at Brentwood for one year… and it was only by chance that I made it here at all. Thanks to a student withdrawing
her spot 48 hours before the first day of school, I was able to claim her bed in Alexandra House and my world from that point forward
changed.
To puzzle out my speech tonight, I began by leafing through my copy of Kindled from the Ashes. Leafing through the pages, I read
Andrea Pennells’ forward and was in awe of Nick’s list of accomplishments in pedagogy, athletics, chairing committees and clubs…
all of which was lost on me when I was his student.
I am just a speck in the narrative and sentiments held by all his past students who were lucky enough to have Nick as a teacher, coach
and mentor as they made their way up through the ranks of grades 8 through 12.
Now, I am quite confident I did not leave any significant impression on Nick the ONE year he taught me History 12 but rest assured, he
absolutely left an influential, lasting impression on me.
Good teachers inspire us to do our best work and Nick is an inspirational teacher. My first term, he recognized I was struggling with
the academic adjustment… before Brentwood, studying for exams at my previous high school meant reviewing notes while writing out
cheat sheets to sneak into the exam. I had zero study skills as I did not know how to properly study. Nick’s patience, attention and
encouragement to bring me up to speed propelled me to demonstrate my mettle and do my best by him. Nick was also a teacher who
held my attention. As if it were yesterday, I can see Nick passionately describing the Battle of Verdun, intense look in his eyes, spit
flying, detailing one of the most brutal battles in history. Offensives, invasions, conflicts, pacts and treaties, all soaked in as we
absorbed the magnitude of details. We weren’t daunted by the amount of information, we looked forward to walking into his classroom.
Having Nick as my teacher only made me wish I had come to Brentwood sooner but that one year was all it took to ignite my passion
for history.
Historical fiction, historical films and destinations of historical interest are my sweet relief. I even leave my family behind to the sun
and sandy beaches while I seek out destinations with museums, medieval ruins and castles galore. Whether I am reading about the
Siege of Leningrad or walking the grounds at the site of the Battle of Culloden, I often reflect upon how much History 12 with
Mr. Prowse was the starting point for the passion for history.
So please, join me in raising our glasses... to Nick! —Nadine (Pulous) Shepherd (’82)

Nick Prowse, Bud Patel
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Tanya (Eng) Westby (’83), Malcolm Smith (’82), David Atwell (’82), Steve Cowie,
Ben Butterfield (’82)

Dear Nick,
How can one possibly distill in a few lines what you have done for
all of us as a friend, teacher and mentor over these last many years?
In a television interview I once described you as a dream weaver,
and that pretty much says it all.
When I first appeared at Brentwood in grade 11, after a less than
stellar academic career back east, uncertain and uninspired, you
looked at me like I was somebody. You demanded excellence.
Merely to be in your orbit was to aspire to greatness.
I’ll never forget the morning you recited from memory the precise
route, every stream and portage, lake and river, that carried the fur
Mike Splatt (’92), Chris Chapman (’80)
traders across an impossible continent from Montreal to the
far reaches of the Athabasca country. That class alone made
What a wonderful evening of shared memories and friendship!
me a historian.
When you spoke of literature and poetry, it was with the
same intensity and passion that you brought to the rugby
pitch, and somehow that made writing the most desirable of
skills and vocations. You taught me what words can do.
What ultimately did I learn from you? That creativity is a
consequence of action, not its motivation. That pessimism
is an indulgence, orthodoxy the enemy of invention,
despair an insult to the imagination. Jim Whitaker, the first
American to summit Everest, once told me that if you don’t
live on the edge, you’re taking up too much space. Nature
loves courage. You taught me that too. Do what needs to be
done and then ask whether it was possible or permissible.

My sincere thanks go to Rob Dixon and Dwaine Van Eeuwen,
who were the driving force behind it. Thanks also to those whose
attendance made it such a truly exceptional occasion for me. To be
surrounded by so many former students who made my teaching
career so special to me was a true privilege and honour. I am also
grateful to the many people who, although unable to attend, still
reached out to me personally to acknowledge this wonderful
occasion. I am not sure how true the many stories were, but they
lifted my heart and brought back many happy memories in the
classroom and on the sports fields. Thank you for making my
35-year career at Brentwood so meaningful! —Nick Prowse

Not three years after leaving Brentwood I was hired to guide an
English journalist across the notorious Darien Gap, 250 miles of
swamp and rainforest that then separated Colombia from Panama.
It was the rainy season and the route was said to be impassable.
We walked at times in water to the neck, encountered jaguar and
anaconda, were struck by vampire bats as we slept, escaped an
attempt on our lives by a band of thieves, and at one point along
with three Kuna Indians became lost in the jungle for ten days
without food or shelter. By the time we finally reached the road
head in Panama I had dropped thirty pounds and my body was
riddled with fungi and parasites, inside and out. One of the Kuna
had to be carried.
The journalist wrote a book about the adventure, and was very
generous. He expressed astonishment that a lad of but twenty had
endured such physical and psychological challenges without a hint
of despair or complaint. He didn’t know of course that I had played
rugby at Brentwood for Nick Prowse. Compared to that a traverse of
the Darien was but a walk in the park!
Nick I am with you tonight in spirit. If a life can ever be forged from
the wisdom, guidance and example of a teacher, I surely am the
product of your many gifts, and for that I will always be grateful.
As ever, Wade [Davis (’71)]

Kathy Staples (’82), Paul Tinari

friendship on Ras Dashen
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BY

Noah McColl ’06

My clothes were soaked through, the rain wasn’t letting up
and the temperature was dropping as the sun set above
4,000m. Ironically, this was a rare moment on the trip where
things were going according to plan. Hours earlier my guide,
Moulalay, and I summitted Ras Dashen, Ethiopia’s tallest
peak at 4,533m. The feat was a surprise to us considering
how bootstrapped the expedition was and how beleaguered
the first couple days had been. It’s an understatement to say
we were hiking the unconventional route. The trip required
special government letters permitting us to enter Simien
Mountain National Park on unsanctioned trails accessible
only by crossing a remote hydroelectric dam. It was a
hopeful route I made up knowing only the basic geography
of the area and studying Google Earth. As expected, any
plan this ornate has hang-ups, and ours had plenty. Late
starts, bad directions, lengthy negotiations, the list went on
and on, and put us a vital full day behind on our five-day
timeline. I needed to report to my job in Addis Ababa and a
day’s delay was, indeed, a problem. This dam-access-only,
backside of Ras Dashen, didn’t have shops selling CocaCola let alone cell coverage to rebook the flight or inform
work. What had I gotten myself into?
Fortunately, our luck seemed to be coming around and
in an attempt to make up time, we arranged for horses to
meet us a few kilometers from the summit for our return
trip. We now found ourselves on horseback, riding down
the slick mud trail toward the village where we’d left our
tent and supplies. Foolishly or chivalrously, as we made our
way off the peak a light rain started and I offered my coat to
Moulalay and for the hour after summiting, we were friends.
The pictures, hugs and high-fives at the peak created a
rare bond. Moulalay was a guard at the hydroelectric dam
who I’d hired to guide me up the mountain. He had come
recommended by the dam manager, but from the outset
our relationship was in a state of flux. I knew I couldn’t do
the trip without him, but I also had very little patience for
certain lapses in his character. My concerns came early;
for a five-day trip into the mountains, all he brought were
the clothes on his back and a Kalashnikov. He promised
he’d lead us to the top of the mountain, but it became clear
hours into the trip that, beyond the immediate surroundings
of the dam, he was more disoriented than I was. This didn’t
bode well for a 100km hike with 3,000m elevation gain, with
temperatures ranging from just above freezing at night in
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the alpine, to above 40° through the day
at the trailhead. Luckily Moulalay could
charm, and what got us up the mountain
was his resourcefulness in leveraging
people along the way. Almost every day
of our trip he would convince another
traveller along the trail to lead us to
the next community. Furthermore, he’d
borrow blankets, jackets and coats from
these fellow travellers to keep his small,
boney lowland self from freezing.
It was a cold, wet and miserable ride,
but I wasn’t complaining as long as
we were moving. Then, we stopped.
Moulalay came alongside the horseowner, who was guiding us, and brought
us to a halt.
The habit of Moulalay’s interruptions
was irksome. On two occasions in the
days prior to our summitting, seemingly
out of the blue he decided the trip was
too long and refused to walk any further.
He would become morose and, with
his eyes more than his words, express
how upset he was. I’d talk through the
trip, what was agreed upon when we
first met at the dam, and how important
it was for us to reach the top. Then we’d
renegotiate his daily rate, and after 15
minutes we would be on our way again,
his mood back to its jovial self.
An evening descent from the summit
didn’t seem like the time for these
antics. Moulalay was now off his horse,
gathering the borrowed possessions
he’d accumulated on our trip. He looked
furious and ended his discussion with
the horse-owner. I didn’t hear what was
said, but it didn’t look good. Slipping
along the trailside in my oversized
raincoat, Moulalay precariously made
his way over to me and directed me off
the horse. He demanded we pay the
horse-owner now, but only a fraction
of the agreed rate as we’d only gone a
fraction of the distance. It was dark, our
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headlamps were dim after hiking into
the night the two previous days and the
trail was a mud bath. There was easily
another four hours of hiking to our tent,
and Moulalay had just thrown away our
plan to ride. He wasn’t a reasonable
man, so second guessing him wouldn’t
have helped. How did I end up with
such an erratic individual as my lifeline?
Last year I left the rugged
unpredictability of Ethiopia for the
staider surroundings of Brooklyn. I joke
they’re the same in their love for coffee,
but that’s where similarities begin and
end. I still work for charity: water, the
organization I worked for during my
last two years in Ethiopia. In New York,
Simien National Park, Ethi0pia

my job is more donor facing, but my
day-to-day work is the same. It’s hard
for people to imagine this until they
realize how much of my work is done
behind a computer. Don’t be fooled by
my Instagram posts, most of my time
working in development in Ethiopia was
spent sitting in offices in cities.
charity: water, like many development
organizations, is designed to work
through partnerships. We specialize in
fundraising and advocacy for access to
clean water, a right yet to be realized
by nearly half of Ethiopia’s 100 million
people. We work to connect and
provide money to organizations, based
in developing countries with low clean

water access, to dig wells and sewers,
and other things people in Brooklyn
take for granted. Working with local
organizations based in-country has
many benefits, some which are good for
the targeted country, like job creation,
and others good for our programs,
like better understanding of the real
local needs. My work at charity: water
focuses on finding the best water
organizations in countries like Ethiopia
for charity: water to partner with, and
then working with them to improve their
development. This involves a lot of
desk work reviewing reports, budgets
and work plans. Working through
local organizations makes the typical
expat development job less outwardly
exciting, though my hands might not be
as dirty as they’d be otherwise, I still
find the work to be fulfilling knowing the
benefits of this approach.
Moulalay clearly found his job of leading
a foreigner up and down an unfamiliar
mountain stressful. His English was not
very good, and my Amharic was worse.
Each day we started walking as soon
as it was light and didn’t stop until well
into the night. His job at the dam mostly
involved surviving the lowland heat
by sitting in the shade, chatting with
other guards and breaking for tea. As
the one who dreamed up this backside
mountain adventure, the burden of
responsibility affected my judgement as
well. It’s safe to say neither of us were
performing at our best.
It turns out he thought the horse-owner
was a bandit and something that day
caused Moulalay to believe that he
was planning to lead us off our route
and rob us. A scary idea, though I’m
not sure how it was supported as there
were two of us and Moulalay carried
a Kalashnikov, and the horse-owner
was a frail old farmer. Inevitably, by the

time I heard this the horses
were long gone. Though I was
tempted to probe more to better
understand this fanciful theory,
I realized a broken exchange of
blended Amharic and English
would only result in more
frustration and so I decided not
to bother. The situation now was
equally as bad for Moulalay as
for it was for me, and yet he still
made the decision to abandon
the horses.

The summit of Ras Dashen

We stumbled and slipped our way
down the path for at least an hour.
The faint hope of reaching our tent
faded every time we were forced to
course correct because of a washout.
Moulalay started looking for an inviting
looking tukul along the trail. Tukuls
are traditional rural homes of the Ras
Dashen area made with wood and mud
walls and tall grass roofs. While planning
the trip, I had considered leaving the
tent and instead staying with farmers
along the trail. I’d stayed in traditional
homes before, but decided consecutive
nights with long hikes in between would
be too much. The homes are stunning,
made of locally sourced materials, and
finished and assembled in a lasting
but seemingly delicate way. Twisted
wood make up the houses’ frame, hard
packed dirt for the floor and furnishing
limited to benches. Tanned animal
hides line the benches and grass
woven baskets decorate the walls. But
this traditional charm also comes with
the unpleasantries of drafts, fleas, and
trapped smoke from kerosene lighting.
With a sleeping bag and bug repellent
you can have a peaceful enough sleep.
Otherwise, as you can imagine, unless
you’ve grown up in a home like this, it’s
a restless night.
The need for shelter overrode these

concerns by the time Moulalay found us
a suitable tukul. I’m not sure Moulalay
mentioned he was with a white foreigner
as he charmed his way into this home.
The family, a husband and wife, their
two teenage boys, one daughter of
similar age, and another a few years
younger, stood in silence dimly lit by
the yellow kerosene flame. The silence
didn’t last long. Shivering, dripping
wet and eager to get fully inside, I
gave my most gracious greetings and
introduction in Amharic, breaking the
family’s silence with laughter. Foreigners
speaking Amharic always brings smiles.
A small fire of twigs and sticks was
lit. Animal skins from the surrounding
benches were brought around the fire
as mats. Wet clothes were removed and
replaced with layered woven cotton
blankets. Moulalay and I jockeyed for
the best position by the fire, adjusting
bodies and blankets to maximize
collective warmth.
Then came the food. The Ethiopian
New Year was just three days earlier
and reheated leftovers from the
celebration now made this nighttime
feast. Layered injira, traditional Ethiopian
flat bread, topped with lentil and meat
stews. The warmth and food brought
our moods full circle. Moulalay was
again a good friend as we recounted
highlights of the day summiting Ras
Dashen. The family joined in too.
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short and endearing. He’d tell me about
things back at the dam, I’d tell him about
things in Addis, and we’d both talk
about how we missed the trip. One day
a relative of his was passing through
Addis, and Moulalay called to ask if I
would print the photos from our trip for
him to collect. A couple of weeks later
Moulalay called to tell me how happy
he was to have these keepsakes of
our adventure. I printed some of the
photos for myself and to this day the
photo of our host family outside of their
tukul is on my desk in New York. When
the annoyances of budgets, reports
and deadlines pile up, the photo is an
important reminder of the satisfying part
of my job; the human part. Up in the
remote highlands of Ethiopia are some
very poor but very generous people,
and it’s a joy to think my work goes
towards supporting people like them. n

Fording a river in Simien

They liked listening to Moulalay’s
animated stories of our recent
adventure. As they became more
comfortable with us they started asking
more questions, about where we were
from, our families, and for me, the
differences and similarities between
Ethiopia and my home country. Our
conversations carried on over the
warm and delicious coffee the mother
prepared by roasting beans on our
little fire.
It was a cold restless sleep, but at least
we were dry. The next morning I didn’t
bother to count the bug bites. Clouds
cleared as the newly risen sun brought
a light mist to the green pastures
surrounding our tukul. In still-damp
clothes but with renewed spirits, we
said goodbye to our gracious hosts and
returned to the trail to finish the last leg
of our journey together.
In the months following the trip,
Moulalay would call me. The calls were
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The author with Moulalay

ALUMNI PROFILE

chris
walker
NAME

DREAM JOB?

Chris Walker

Host of As it Happens, as soon as it relocates to the Okanagan Valley.

GRAD YEAR

WHAT ARE YOU LISTENING TO?

1993

Lake Street Dive, Alabama Shakes, Petunia and the Vipers, and always the
Grateful Dead.

HOUSE

Privett

FAVOURITE CITY? WHY?

New York City. Broadway, baseball, food, punk rock.
FAVOURITE TEACHER(S)

Gil Bunch
WHY?

He taught me work ethic, attention to detail,
manners, grace, and a love of language. I use
these things every single day of my life.
FAVOURITE / MOST HILARIOUS
BRENTWOOD MEMORY?

Privett House used to hold its annual Christmas meal at the Quamichan Inn,
which was recently destroyed by fire. I’m not sure what I loved more—the roast
beef or Victor Lironi’s speeches.
WHAT ARE YOU CURRENTLY DOING

WHAT WAS YOUR FAVOURITE CAFETERIA MEAL BACK IN THE DAY?

Croissants stuffed with scrambled egg, to go. The best.
FAVOURITE MEAL NOW?

Caprese salad, with homegrown tomatoes and basil and buffalo mozzarella
from Vancouver Island.

(PROFESSIONALLY OR OTHERWISE)?

I’m a journalist with CBC in the Okanagan, where I host the morning show for
the BC Interior.
HOW DID YOU GET YOUR FOOT IN THE DOOR?

I moved to the Middle East and freelanced for various outlets, including the
CBC.
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assistant mackenzie houseparent MATH TEACHER

mackenzie houseparent

COACH OF FIELD HOCKEY & CROSS COUNTRY RUNNING

For 32 years Jane Jackson was
a presence at Brentwood.
By presence we do not mean a
large personality who would take
over a room when she entered.
Rather she was a cool, steady
influence with a way about her
that calmed waters and raised
expectations. Beloved by her
colleagues in the math
department, field hockey pitch,
and beyond, Jane’s mark on the
School is indelible and her
influence over countless students
remarkable. As witnessed by the
many testimonials on these pages,
Jane has left Brentwood a richer
place and, by her departure,
a poorer one.

FAREWELL

jane jackson
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Mrs. Jackson got me through math.
I was the only girl in her class. I still do
the fraction trick she taught me... and
think of her when I do it. Mrs. Jackson
spent many extra hours with me. Math
was a tough one for me and she never
ever gave up on me. She won on this
student. She “made” me believe in
my abilities, and proved I could do it.
She is an extraordinary teacher and
Brentwood was blessed because of her.
Thank-you. xoxo PS... The first baby I
ever felt kick through a belly was yours.
I will never ever forget that. xox

Heart-breaker,
love taker:
Jane Jackson.

Paul Collis

Jordan Anne Piper DuGas

ALEX ’94

Jane was a champion for those who struggled in math.
Her patience and clear explanations enabled many to
not only survive but also to gain much confidence.
She is held in high esteem by many students and
math teachers.

John Garvey

Mrs Jackson:
“It’s another fine day
for mathematics.”

Class:
“Every day is a fine day
for mathematics!”

Tom Pennells
ROGERS ’98

In every aspect of her life at
Brentwood, Jane was a
professional who went above
and beyond for those around
her. She will be missed but
never forgotten It was an
honour to work alongside
such a master teacher.

Bud Patel

To me, as a Houseparent, fellow teacher, Assistant Head and
Head of School, Jane was always a treasure: ever capable,
conscientious, calm, considerate, collegial, compassionate—
and great fun. As a working Mom, Jane also struck an
admirable balance, raising two beautiful daughters with Mark.
And as a woman, Jane inspired me—and generations
of Brentonian women.

Andrea Pennells

REUNION 2017 REGISTRATION NOW OPEN!
RSVP on Brentwood’s Alumni Events Web Page
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June 30th, July 1st & 2nd, 2017
Old Brentonians are welcomed back to campus for a fun-filled weekend reliving your favourite Brentwood memories!
All alumni are welcome to attend as we celebrate milestone reunions for the classes of
1967, 1972, 1977, 1982, 1987, 1992, 1997, 2002, and 2007.
Gorgeous Waterfront Campus | Gourmet Food | Dorm Accommodations (just like old times!) | Childcare available & fun for the whole family
Plenty of activities including rowing, kayaking, stand-up paddling, oceanfront yoga, tennis, lawn games,
wine tastings, and of course storytelling!
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Learning
THE

commons
BY

Cheryl Murtland

The Learning Commons is a new approach to imagining the academic
environment. What started as wanting to create a space in the library to house
the Learning Centre that supports different student learning needs, evolved
into a complete transformation of the former Southam Library. Thanks to
the generous donation of a confidential donor, we were able to create an
inspiring and inviting learning environment. Our new Learning Commons was
imagined, designed and created with flexibility and the student experience
in mind.
The staff in The Learning Commons is working with classroom teachers
to redefine the role of what was the library. In this age of easy access to
information, what skills do we need our students to develop to navigate all
that is available? Perhaps the best example of this is the AP Seminar class
that meets in the Learning Commons to promote discussion in one of the
collaborative spaces and to have access to resources; human, digital and
print.

Students have reacted positively to this dramatic change and the nuances it
provides. They like the variety of seating, and that depending on their mood
or the work that they need to do, they can choose to sit in different places. We
know that collaboration is an important skill to develop and as more classes
are demanding collaborative projects, there are multiple options for students
to work together and be productive. However, we are mindful of the desire to
have a quiet space at times and this is easily met.
The Learning Centre is now located in The Learning Commons and also
provides the flexibility that students require. By incorporating the Centre in
this space, a clear message has been sent that teachers are there to support
all students in their learning. More teachers stop by and check in with students
and often remain to work or provide extra help in the Learning Commons. This
drop-in culture is making support even more accessible.
The Learning Commons is the modern approach to establishing a place for
students to go to work independently, collaboratively and to access resources
to support research. It has already proven to be a great success. When first
introduced to the space, teaching faculty were concerned that students
wouldn’t be able to access it because too many teachers would be using it. In
fact it’s evident that this combined use is strengthening our teacher-student
support for learning at Brentwood.
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The Learning Commons
has a variety of seating
choices where you can sit
up higher or stand to work
and look out over
the water

Two small rooms are
available for collaboration
where the whiteboard
walls call for ideas
and plans to be
brainstormed

There are tables
where five can gather to
work collaboratively and
carousels where students
can study and block out
distractions

Over 6,000 books
that had not been
circulated for five years
were donated to
open up space

The Learning Commons
provides flexibility
in the type and
configuration of
furniture
The Reading Room
is walled by the fiction
collection and features
comfortable seating
where you can curl up
with a good book
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tackling the mongol rally
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BY

Steph Ridenour ’01

The Mongol Rally is a yearly event where teams drive tiny,
cheap cars (engine size maximum 1.0L, motorcycle maximum
engine size 125cc) from London, England to Ulan-Ude,
Russia via Mongolia in all of 4-8 weeks. The event is just
one of The Adventurists’ epic journeys and it sits beside
others such as the Rick Shaw Run and the Ice Run, for which
they encourage you to be as unprepared as possible. If I
remember correctly, their advice is to “pay no attention to
the hordes of travel bloggers posting boring-bombs all over
the internet” and if anything informative graces your sights,
“quickly jab your eyes out with a fork to avoid any advance
knowledge seeping into your unsullied brain.” The Mongol
Rally covers more than 16,000 kilometres over every terrain
one can imagine: deserts, steppes, the Himalayas, Europe’s
civilized smooth freeways and Asia’s pothole-ridden roads
with no rules. There is no set route that anyone forces you to
take and there is no back-up support or roadside assistance.
There is no right or wrong way to do it—there’s simply a start
line and a finish line and a general timeframe on when you
should aim to be there. It looked like a stupid idea bound for
failure, but I had nothing better to do at the time, so I said,
“I’m in.”
While the Mongol Rally is primarily known for its ridiculous
cars and even more ridiculous stories—if nothing goes
to plan, then everything is running as normal—the Rally’s
primary purpose is fundraising. Every team is required to
fundraise 1,000GBP for charity, half of it going towards Cool
Earth and the other half to a charity of the team’s choice. We
chose Engineers without Borders Canada to stand alongside
Cool Earth in our campaigns.

We arrived at the Door to Hell
in Turkmenistan at midnight
after a long day of navigating potholes.

Cool Earth is a charity that works to halt rainforest
destruction by working with communities that live at the
forefront of it. Instead of buying land and reserves to keep
it from being destroyed, Cool Earth has addressed the root
of the problem and works with indigenous locals to put the
power back into their hands. All of Cool Earth’s partnerships
are driven and owned by the indigenous people. Through
education and supplies, Cool Earth aims to ensure that
local communities value the environment around them and
gain more by protecting it than they would by destroying
it. Local livelihoods become entwined with value for the
local environment, creating communities that will stand
up to loggers to protect one of their greatest resources.
Partnerships between villages and Cool Earth aim to
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become self sustained within five years,
with locals driving where funds need
to be spent. Through this method, Cool
Earth has saved nearly 660,000 acres
of rainforest and nearly 157,000,000
trees.
Engineers without Borders Canada
addresses the patterns and root causes
that sustain inequality and poverty.
They provide on-site learning and travel
opportunities to students, professionals
and fellows who work both in Canada
and around the world. EWBC works at
ground level to ensure that problems
are being addressed where they
begin. With the help of volunteers and
professional mentorship, communities
work towards growth, independence
and sustainability with the resources
that are available to them.
The preparations for the Rally are
enormous. At the very minimum each
team has to acquire a road legal scrap
car, their visas for the route they’re
planning to take and any vaccines,
depending on how safe you’d like to
be. In addition for the more prepared,
teams search for sponsors that will

donate gear or funds to help make this
journey possible and perhaps slightly
more comfortable. For even the further
prepared, the car itself gets a makeover.
Teams add engine snorkels, skid plates
to protect the engine on the rougher
roads, lifts for more clearance, tennis
balls stuffed into the suspension, stereo
systems, solar charging stations and so
many creative decorative adjustments
that by the end of it, there is no
mistaking a Rally car on the road. Teams
added seats to their roofs, strapped
blow up dolls and small boats to roof
racks, decals, stickers, racing stripes
and finger paint. People decorated their
entire vehicle with meticulously drawn
coloured Sharpies. Anything goes.
There are a million and one ways to
drive from London, England to UlanUde, Russia but most of them fall into
three categories: The Southern Route,
The Central Route and the Northern
Route. The teams with the most time
and the most resources and frankly,
the most determination, take the
Southern Route. The Southern Route
ploughs through Europe, Turkey, Iran,
the Stans, possibly China, Mongolia

The start of the Pamir Highway leading into the mountains of Kyrgyzstan.

and Russia. It takes the most visas (the
most expensive ones and the most
complicated ones) and the most resolve
to stick with it. The Central Route is
slightly more forgiving, but not by
much. Instead of delving through Iran,
teams drive through Azerbaijan to take
a ferry from Baku to Turkmenbashi,
Turkmenistan. Teams on the Central
Route generally don’t dip into China
–the visas here are extortionately
priced- and instead have double-entry
Russian visas. For the teams that are
on the tightest budget and the tightest
timeline, the Northern Route is the
fastest and theoretically, the cheapest.
The Northern Route heads through
Europe and then directly through Russia
to get to Ulan-Ude. Many teams on
the Northern Route will take detours
into Kazakhstan and Mongolia and
some will even drive as far north as
Finland. Our team chose the Central
Route, which at the time I write this
has us waiting for that magical cargo
ferry that is supposed to give us a lift
from Azerbaijan across the Caspian
Sea to Turkmenistan, where we have
a whopping 5 days (or less, ferry
dependent) to get out of the country.
Our plan has our vehicle spinning
through the sand in Uzbekistan before
clunking over the Himalayas and
surrounding mountains in Tajikistan,
Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan before
heading to Russia and Mongolia.
Right from the beginning, my Rally
experience was exactly as expected:
nothing went to plan. At first we had a
team of three, and two hours before I
boarded the flight to London, we were
down to two. The registered owner of
our vehicle had dropped out 48 hours
before we even got to the start line,
creating new hurdles for us. Without
the registered owner in the vehicle,
you cannot take a car across a country
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border unless you have
Power of Attorney, which at
the time, we did not have
and we had never looked
into getting. We quickly
reached out to friends of
friends of friends and found
friendly people in Serbia
that agreed to receive and
hold mail for us. By the time
I’d landed in London my
head was whirling and I’d
lost my luggage somewhere
in Iceland (soon recovered).

smile. I always love when
I go to a country and have
everything I thought of it
proven wrong.

We drove a straight line
through Bulgaria towards
Istanbul, and made it into
Turkey as the sun went
down and the call to prayer
rose up. That warbling
Driving into a remote village in the mountains of northern Georgia.
call was our soundtrack to
navigating the new world for
didn’t take cash out, we barely knew
most of our time in the country.
the exchange rates and we definitely
With our Canadian companions, we
did not know the name of the currency.
After the launch party in Chichester,
skirted Ankara and drove until midnight
I never even learned how to say “Hello”
England, all of the 300+ teams made
to reach Cappadocia. Cappadocia
in their language, which is something I
their way in their tiny cars directly to
is a special place and it appears on
usually swear by.
the ferry to France. Teams were push
postcard after postcard. Instagram is
Our car worked its way through
starting their vehicles across the field
littered with pictures of this little town
Liechtenstein and the absolutely
we had all camped in the night before.
amidst the strange rock formations. In
gorgeous mountainous roads of Austria
Within 10 kilometers of the start line
2014, over 200 hot air balloons took
before reconvening with many teams in
we passed three teams whose cars
tourists to the sky each and every
Budapest, Hungary where we decided
had already sputtered and died on
morning as the sun came up. There
to convoy with another Canadian team
the side of the road. Teams fell out in
were so many collisions that there is
until our visas would go askew with
numbers very quickly: teams split up,
now a 100 balloon limit, although with
each other somewhere in Kazakhstan.
their cars died beyond saving, they
the military coup there were significantly
lost their passports, their visas just
After we’d driven all the way to the Black
less balloons flying. We still had the
didn’t come on time, they couldn’t get
Sea on the Romanian coast together we
most amazing view from our campsite in
insurance, they couldn’t get ownership
backtracked to our base camp in Serbia
the morning, regardless of the number
of their vehicles, the list goes on. Not
and picked up our paperwork. Serbians
of balloons. The next morning we
even every team entered made it to
are bordering on aggressively nice—
managed to heave ourselves out of our
the start line. The logistics of this highly
they gave us a tour of Belgrade, fed us
sleeping bags at 3:30 AM to climb into
unplanned adventure took its toll right
two delicious home-cooked meals and
a hot air balloon ourselves to see the
from the beginning. The one logistic
even got a mechanic’s shop to open
sunrise. The pilot let the basket skim
I didn’t do the math on: how far you
up on a Sunday so we could have the
tree branches and narrowly missed
need to drive every day if you want
car checked on. Our host joked, “In
the sharp rocks. Seeing the sunrise
to be in Ulan-Ude by August 22. We
Serbia, we are about being good hosts.
from a balloon in Turkey is something
drove every day, all day, mostly on the
Even the worst criminal in Serbia is the
I will never forget. The world was still
freeway unless my phone rerouted us
best host!” They were very excited
sleeping as we rose into the air, my ears
onto sketchy back roads in Romania.
about our adventure and agreed that,
popping near the top.
We camped out nearly every night, set
“What is the point of life if you only have
We drove towards the border of Georgia
up tents in the dark and were rolling by
pajamas and a work suit?” They gave
and slept in the car in a truck stop. I still
8:00AM the next morning. It was a nonus advice on which border crossings to
don’t know if it was legal or not but no
stop pace and there was barely any time
take and updates on what the situation
one seemed to mind. The next day I
to take a breath. We were flying through
was like in Turkey after the attempted
joined our Canadian companions in their
countries so quickly that we
military coup. Serbian people on the
vehicle at the Georgia border, squished
whole were warm, friendly and quick to
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vehicle can’t
leave the port so
teams are stuck
camped out there
waiting for this
magical fairy tale
boat to come and
load them out of
the country. In
addition, the visa
The Pamir Highway running alongside the Panj River, the border
for Turkmenistan
between Afghanistan and Tajikistan.
is only a five
day transit visa.
We choose when the visa starts at the
comfortably into the back seat amidst
embassy in Baku, but it’s a gambling
the four other boys. All of our bags
game; if you choose your visa date
were strapped to the roof, which was
starting too early, it’s possible that you
caving in under all the weight. You
will only arrive in Turkmenistan with
could actually see it being crushed
1-2 days left on the transit visa which
downwards. Our third team member
isn’t enough to get out of the country.
had come back online and he booked a
If you choose your visa to start too late
flight to Tbilisi, Georgia so he could
and you manage to get on a ferry, you
complete the harder, more strenuous
will be stuck in the Turkmenistan port
part of the Rally. Our teams then went
in “no man’s land” (between exiting
separate ways in Azerbaijan due to
and entering a country) until your visa
different time schedules. They needed
becomes valid.
to rush through to the next country and
I didn’t, so I stayed in Georgia with my
new team to explore the mountains.
These are the most underrated
mountains I’d ever been greeted with
and we took the tiny overloaded
vehicle up 4x4 tracks to get to a
campsite at 2,300 m.
After a few small, steep hikes we drove
towards Azerbaijan, endured a six
hour wait at the border and then drove
onwards to Baku in sticky 37C heat. The
next part of the journey is the trickiest
to coordinate: the ferry to Turkmenistan.
The ferry is unscheduled and only
leaves when it’s full. No one seems to
know when that is. Most teams were
only issued three days of car insurance
at the border, so after these three
days the vehicles have to go through
customs at the port and officially exit
Azerbaijan. After this process, the
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We’ve chosen a visa date to start the
day after tomorrow. There is fevered
whisper of a ferry tonight among the
Ralliers, and it’s faster than usual.
Teams are tracking the boat offline
and everyone has high hopes it will
take us all and solve our problems.
Our problem is that if this ferry is on
time, and if nothing goes wrong, and if
we get on this fancy fast ferry, we will
be stuck on the other side for at least
12 hours before we can clear customs.
But who are we kidding? This is the
Mongol Rally. If nothing goes wrong,
you’re doing it wrong. n

AFTERNOTE After three days crossing the Caspian Sea and dealing with

Turkmenistan’s border, we were let into the second strictest dictatorship
in the world. We entered the Stans not knowing what to expect,
but what we found were some of the roughest roads I’ve ever seen,
and some of the nicest people. Locals invited us to stay with them,
for chai and for meals. Border crossings became much stricter:
phones and laptops were searched in addition to the vehicles.
Our car had a major engine meltdown in Bukhara but was just
barely revived enough to conquer the second-highest road in the world,
the Pamir Highway in Tajikistan. We flirted around the border of
Afghanistan on dirt roads carved into the side of cliffs, climbing
to 4,655 m before the car was legally imported into Kyrgyzstan.
From Bishkek, the four boys flew home as we were behind schedule
and the Russian visa dates were now tight, and I hitched a ride to Almaty,
Kazakhstan before flying to Moscow and continuing my travels.
For more information, visit www.stephgoesglobal.com

Stu.

Where Students Choose To Be

Student Financial Aid
Brentwood College School offers over $1M annually in financial assistance
in the form of bursaries to qualified applicants.
Financial need is evaluated by Apple Financial Services: www.applefinancialservices.ca
For more information on bursaries and student financial aid, please contact

Clayton Johnston, Director of Admissions

clayton.johnston@brentwood.bc.ca or call 250.743.5521

www.brentwood.bc.ca
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INTRODUCING THE NEW

athletic centre

The Path Forward in Sports at Brentwood
Brentwood’s promise is to deliver the finest possible student experience and prepare our graduates to thrive in
an increasingly complicated world. More than ever, our world needs Brentonians who are both well-rounded
and well-grounded.
Guided by our history, principles, and values, our commitment to continuous improvement shaped the creation
of our Strategic Plan (2013-2023)—Setting the Standard. During this process we recommitted to the belief that the
real Brentwood magic is created at the intersection of committed students, dedicated staff, and unparalleled
facilities. Those who have visited the campus recently have seen first-hand the influence of this engagement.
After much thoughtful campus master planning, we are pleased to share with you the next step in our facility
renewal—a contemporary Athletic Centre that will provide a central and dynamic space for all students.
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ATHLETIC CENTRE PROJECT
The demands of Brentwood’s sports program have now surpassed the capacity of our current sportsplex. Since
2000 the student population has increased from 400 to 537 (including Grade 8s) which in itself puts pressure on
the Woodward Sports Complex, but so too has the changing demands of our athletics program. With volleyball
and basketball vying for court space for practices, games and hosting tournaments, as well as the necessity
for all competitive athletes to be on strength and conditioning programs, a comprehensive Athletic Centre is a
pressing reality. Furthermore, there is a need to consolidate and centralize athletic spaces. These renderings
provide insight into plans for a fully-integrated state of the art Athletic Centre. As with recent upgrades, all
students will benefit from this facility. Competitive athletes and coaches will elevate their programs and every
Brentwood student will foster a lifetime commitment to recreational pursuits, fitness, health, and wellness.
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FACILITIES
Brentwood’s new 60,000 sq.ft. Athletic Centre will incorporate:
Gymnasium (2 full size basketball courts with a feature court / 4 volleyball courts)
Field House—Receptions / Hosting / Viewing
Strength & Conditioning Gym
Climbing & Bouldering Wall
Cardio / Spin Bike Room
4 Multi-Purpose Studios (Yoga, X-Training, Rowing Ergs, Dance)
Health, Wellness & Physiotherapy Centre
3 Squash Courts
6 Change Rooms

21,000 sq.ft.
5,000 sq.ft.
5,500 sq.ft.
50 ft. high
2,000 sq.ft.
5,400 sq.ft.
2,000 sq.ft.
700 sq.ft. each

Campus plan

View from current Sportsplex

East Perspective

Athletic Centre

pg ‐ 8

Site Plan

Atrium of the Athletic Centre

Foyer

Athletic Centre

pg ‐ 14

Cardio Room
Cardio Room to East

Athletic Centre
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pg ‐ 19

Athletic Centre
“As with recent upgrades,
all students will benefit from this
new Athletic Centre. Competitive
athletes and coaches will elevate
their programs and it will provide the
setting and resources to inspire
every Brentwood student to foster a
lifetime commitment to fitness,
health, and wellness.”
Blake Gage
Director of Athletics

SUPPORT THIS PROJECT
In working towards making construction of this Athletic Centre a reality, over the past 18 months a quiet
campaign has already successfully raised $9.6 million. Brentwood is now seeking the support of our entire
community to get us over the finish line. If you would like more insight into the Athletic Centre including
naming opportunities associated with this project, please contact Head of School, Bud Patel or Deputy Head,
John Allpress. Gifts are tax deductible, and many donors schedule their gifts over several years. Everyone also
has the opportunity to participate in this campaign through Annual Giving.
Please visit our website for updated images and renderings:
www.brentwood.bc.ca/athletics/athletic-centre-project/

“As Head of School, I am
humbled and inspired by the
generosity of those who have
already committed to this further
transformative addition to the
Brentwood campus and I thank
them for their leadership.”
Bud Patel
Head of School

View into the Gymnasium

Atrium Looking NE

Athletic Centre

pg ‐ 15

View from the north side

Our programs will now
be housed in a brilliantlydesigned West Coast space
that follows the aesthetic and
sustainable commitment that
is demonstrated across
our campus.

North Birds‐Eye Perspective

Athletic Centre

pg ‐ 11
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elizabeth sakawsky
BRENTWOOD EMPLOYEE 1974 - 2014

Elizabeth Sakawsky was first familiarized with the Brentwood campus in 1970, when, aged
12, she started delivering newspapers to the school. Indeed, for four years, she delivered
newspapers not only to switchboard /reception, but also to individual students in houses!
In 1974, Elizabeth was hired to fill in on switchboard /reception for evening and weekend
shifts. Thus, at the age of 16 while still attending the local school, Elizabeth started her
Brentwood employment with five-hour evening and full weekend shifts.
She quickly learned how to handle all the complexities of the position, particularly the cash
flow through the office (which included weekly pocket-money distribution for all students).
Her mellifluous, pleasant telephone voice, always professional, was the hallmark of her years as our receptionist.
After she finished high school, she was offered a full-time position at Brentwood on switchboard /reception. The Bursar at the
time, Len Crookston, and bookkeeper, Astrid McClure, took her under their wing, instilling the skills of how to handle people,
paperwork, students, and the accounting side of the school. In 1979, there was an opening to supervise all switchboard/
reception services, and as Elizabeth was the natural choice, the Headmaster, Mr. Ross, appointed her to the position.
Whenever the need arose, Elizabeth was the first person to help in the Accounting department. Her meticulous and thorough
eye for detail was of the utmost quality; indeed, we used to defy anyone to find any error she ever made. In the 1980s, we
began the transition to computerized records—demographic, academic, and financial. Throughout this period, her exacting
bookkeeping, computer savvy and patience in learning all the software patterns were indispensable to us.
In 1990, the position of School Registrar became vacant, and Mr. Ross knew instinctively whom to appoint to this important
position as the official keeper of the student records. Elizabeth thus made the General Office her home for over 20 years. She
worked with Jim Burrows on all aspects of academic record keeping and examinations. As she kept my office and me in order,
I was forever indebted to her.
While she was still the first-choice accountant to fill in when needed, Clyde Ogilvie, the Financial Manager for over 20 years,
also used Elizabeth for any task requiring an eye for detail, including typing the annual budgets. It also included accommodating
regatta athletes on campus, summer camp guests, outside theatre contracts, booking parent-teacher interviews, and assisting
with the organization of charity events hosted at Brentwood.
One special attribute that Elizabeth had was her mechanical competence. If any office machine broke down for us, rather than
seek technical help, we would call for Elizabeth to fix the problem. Often, a few turns of her screwdriver would sort out the
snag. Once, when a copier machine broke down, she probed deep inside and noticed a small spring had broken. As the spring
seemed similar to one inside her ballpoint pen, she replaced it and got the copier working. Even the official technician from the
copier company was impressed!
Perhaps, her most impressive and omnipresent quality was her buoyant and helpful personality. Forever polite, she never had
a harsh word for anybody and was a model of civility. She patiently helped countless numbers of staff and students. We are all
grateful for the help she provided.
In September 2013, she started suffering from a debilitating physical illness and was forced to take medical leave. In 2014, she
officially retired after serving Brentwood, where she served her entire career, for 40 remarkable years.
Elizabeth presently lives with her husband, Jim Sakawsky, in their home on Shawnigan Lake.

John B. Garvey
NOVEMBER, 2016
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calendar of events 2016-2017
Concert for a Winter’s Eve

|

T. Gil Bunch Theatre

Victoria Alumni Night Out

|

Bengal Room, Empress Hotel

Young Alum Pub Night

|

New York Alumni Night Out

|

School Musical: Mary Poppins
Charity Work Day

|

Senior Play

|

|

Friday, December 9, 2016

Wednesday, January 25, 2017

|

T. Gil Bunch Theatre

|

|

Details TBA

|

Homecoming at Brentwood Regatta

April 5-8, 2017

|

|

|

|

|

Brentwood Campus

|

|

April 28-30, 2017

Saturday, April 29, 2017

Friday, May 12, 2017

T. Gil Bunch Theatre

Brentwood Campus

Alumni Reunion Weekend

|

Brentwood Campus

T. Gil Bunch Theatre

Concert for a Summer’s Eve
Closing Ceremonies

March 1-4, 2017

Details TBA

47th Annual Brentwood International Rowing Regatta

|

Thursday, January 19, 2017

Details TBA

T. Gil Bunch Theatre

Evening of Dance

|

Saturday, April 1, 2017

Hong Kong Reception
Seattle Reception

|

Toronto, ON

|

|

|

Friday, June 9, 2017

Friday, June 23, 2017

Brentwood Campus

|

June 30 - July 2, 2017
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Return undeliverable Canadian
addresses to 2735 Mt. Baker Road,
Mill Bay, BC V0R 2P1

1966 — The Flying Club buzzes the School

