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Our Musical Mission
Brentwood’s students have access to first class facilities including a 432-seat theater complete with 

Steinway grand piano and state-of-the-art sound equipment and lighting. 
The Brentwood Fine Arts Department also hosts many live music events throughout the year, 

including choral, orchestral, and student recitals. Brentwood’s Music Department is performance-oriented. 
We encourage a sense of personal excellence and growth in each student 

by offering professional music instruction at all levels.

Full-Time Staff Biographies
For course descriptions and full-time staff biographies, visit www.brentwood.bc.ca

Brentwood College music educators are qualified professionals holding recognized music degrees 
or designations from highly accredited institutions and have extensive professional experience. 

Staff selection is based upon music accreditations, teaching experience, professional musicianship, 
and an ability to inspire an appreciation for music and the performing arts in their students.

Phil Newns A.R.C.T., RMT | Head of Music

Musical Theater, Concert Choir, Jazz Band, Music Appreciation, 
Composition & Technology 12 / AP Music Theory, 
Private Piano and Voice (Classical and Jazz), Administration

Although classically trained, Phil is better known as a jazz pianist, vocalist, bandleader and educator. 
He studied music at the University of Natal in South Africa and later through the University of 
Toronto. Phil spent many years on the cabaret circuit as a professional musician in South Africa 
and neighboring African countries including Swaziland, Bophuthatswana and Botswana. In 1990, 
as Canadian Champion, Phil represented Canada in the Yamaha International Organ Festival held 

in Mexico City that year, placing 6th in the world. His extensive professional career credits include: 1991 British Columbia 
Winter Games score, Festival Producer and Corporate Entertainer, Music Director of many major theatrical productions—
most recently “The Addams Family”, “The Boyfriend”, “Fiddler on the Roof”, “In the Heights”, “Phantom of the Opera” and 
“Les Miserables”. Phil is also Artistic Director for the West Coast Concert Choir Festival held at Brentwood College, which is 
affiliated with Musicfest Canada. His jazz bands, choirs and private students achieve top honors in festivals across Canada 
each year including the annual Provincials and the Nationals.



Tristan Clausen Diploma in Classical Music, B.Ed.

Wind Ensemble, String Ensemble, Beginner Band, 
and Director of the Men’s Choir

A true Vancouver Islander, Tristan completed a diploma in classical music at VIU and then completed 
a Bachelor of Education from the University of Victoria. Equal parts instrumentalist and vocalist, he 

has performed in Victoria as a member of the 5 Fd RCA Band and the award-winning Vancouver 
Island Chamber Choir. As a Lieutenant in the Canadian Forces, Tristan has directed concert and 

marching bands in parades and ceremonies all over Vancouver Island. He began his teaching career 
at St Margaret’s School and has moved on to direct concert bands, jazz bands and choirs of all ages 
in schools around Victoria. Most recently, he served as vocal coach and musical director for a 2015 production of Grease. 

Tristan directs our Wind and Strings Ensembles and our Men’s Choir. In his teaching, Tristan focuses on instilling in his 
students a joy of making music and the self-motivation needed to excel.

Scott McGill Jazz Diploma

Rock Bands, Guitar Ensemble, Private Guitar & Voice

West Coast born and raised, Scott McGill majored in pop voice and jazz at Capilano University in Vancouver and is currently 
a part time student at Vancouver Island University pursuing his Bachelors of Music in Jazz Guitar. Scott gained industry 
attention with the release of two notable independent albums nominated for esteemed music awards: in 1997, the album, 
First Time won runner-up at the YTV Youth Achievement Awards. In 2000, Check the Hype was nominated Best New Indie 
Album at the influential West Coast Music Awards. In 2001, Scott was selected for a part in the Global Television reality show, 
Pop Stars: Boy Meets Girl, filmed in Toronto. Scott currently fronts two bands: “The Circus”, and “Backstage Whiskey”. He is 
also part of a Country duo with his step daughter Hope King. He also composes and records his own solo projects and works 
as a studio musician. He has opened for bands and artists such as Nickleback, Keith Urban, and Wide Mouth Mason and 
describes his work as “popfolksoul”. Currently, Scott teaches guitar, mandolin, banjo, drums, bass, and pop voice at Minstrels 
School of Music in Cobble Hill. Scott has been teaching at Brentwood College for the past eleven years, instructing students 
in the classroom teaching the very popular “Rock Band” programs. He also teaches music composition and guitar ensemble, 
which is a mixture of an acoustic rock band in a guitar orchestral setting.

Additional Staff Biographies

Tilly Lorence B.F.A. 

Voice, Musical Theater

Originally from Connecticut, USA, Tilly holds a B.F.A. in musical theatre from Syracuse University. She 
studied musical theatre performance at the Beverly Hills Playhouse and performed professionally as 
a singer/ dancer/ actress with several companies including Musical Theatre West in L.A. and with the 
Jean Ann Ryan Company on Norwegian Cruise Lines.

Tilly has taught at the Powell River Academy of Music, EagleArts Academy, The Canadian College of 
Performing Arts (BC), Singer’s Theatre (ON) and the International School of Beijing. She is Level III 
certified in Somatic Voicework(tm) and is a member of the National Association of Teachers of Singing 

and is a registered music teacher (BCRMTA).

Tilly is the founder of Chalkboard Theatre and is the Artistic Director of Broadway at Brentwood musical theatre camps.  
Favorite directing credits include “Into the Woods” and “The Wizard of Oz.” Tilly is currently pursuing 
a MA in applied theatre at University of Victoria.



Mary Egan 

Pop Voice, Guitar

Mary Egan is a professional vocalist, entertainer and educator specializing in pop voice and guitar. She is an exciting talent 
who has the ability to capture her audience with her endearing and genuine stage presence. By incorporating a mix of 

original music and well-known covers, her show is a show you don’t want to miss! This often-hilarious musician will have 
your undivided attention. After many years of performing with Cajun Zydeco band ‘Bijoux du Bayou’, Mary has taken a 
solo musical career which includes mentoring aspiring young artists. She often showcases theses artist in her shows. 

This inspiring young musician has just released her magical album “Some Days Are Diamonds”. Mary is delighted to be at 
Brentwood to continue mentorship of up and coming young pop musicians.

Judit Kabath B.Music, Education and Voice Diploma 

Voice — Classical

Over the years Judith has taught in a classroom setting, conducted choirs, and taught voice in her 
private music studio. She has also performed frequently as a vocal soloist in concerts and played cello 
in the Cowichan Consort Orchestra. Her motto is: “Music can change the world because it can change 
people.”—Bono 
 
 

Catharina De Beer BEd, UTLM, RMT

Classical Piano

Catharina studied music at the University of South Africa and at the Pretoria School for Art, Ballet, 
and Music & Drama. She completed her Teacher’s Licentiate Diploma in Piano, studying piano under 

Professor Joseph Stanford. She completed a degree in Teaching with specialization in inclusive 
education at the University of South Africa. She worked in the private school system in South Africa, 

teaching group music lessons and private piano lessons. She also performed as accompanist to 
various choirs and singers. Catharina is currently active as an accompanist for choirs and voice 

studios in the Cowichan Valley area. She enjoys the challenge of finding a match between her teaching 
style and the learning style of the individual student.

Ivette Rodriguez Ortiz Degree of Piano Teacher and Performer (Cuba)

Classical Piano, Jazz Piano

Ivette studied at the Jose Maria Ochoa Conservatory of Music in Holguin, Cuba and the Regino Eladio Boti School of Arts in 
Guantanamo City, Cuba. She has experience teaching children and teenagers of all ages, as well as accompanying various 
instrumentalists and vocalists. She has also acted as musical director for several bands. Ivette has a vast knowledge of 
Classical and popular Latin American music and has the ability to speak several languages including Spanish, English and 
Italian. As a professional musician, she has performed with several popular Cuban bands, and as a pianist she has travelled 
the world working in France, Italy, Cuba, England and Scotland. As well as teaching and playing professionally, Ivette also 
occasionally conducts master classes in piano performance.



Christopher Reiche B. Music, M. Music 

Classical Piano, Composition

Christopher Reiche is a performer, composer, and instructor living in Victoria, British Columbia. 
Christopher has been teaching  piano and theory students at Minstrels Conservatory in Cobble Hill 

and Brentwood College since 2008 and was a Sessional Lecturer in music theory at the 
University of Victoria from 2009 to 2014. As a performer he specializes in contemporary classical 

music and free improvisation but is well versed in all styles from baroque to new music. 
He tries to encourage a love and curiosity of music while providing students with the musical 

foundation and technique they require to reach their goals.

Emily Armour B. Music

Classical Piano

Emily was born and raised on the West Coast, beginning studies in classical piano at age 15 in the 
Cowichan Valley. She studied with Professor Bruce Vogt at the University Of Victoria School Of 
Music where she earned her Bachelor of Music degree in 2012. She is an active performer, concert 
organizer, composer, and piano teacher who has represented the Cowichan Valley at the provincial 
level and organized numerous benefit concerts to support worthy causes. Emily encourages her 
students to discover their own artistic voice through music by performing, and composing. 

Kristi Lewis ARCT, BA

Classical Piano

Kristi grew up on Vancouver Island and started piano lessons when she was five. It didn’t take her long 
to realize that music would always be one of her great loves. Whether performing in music festivals, 

singing in or accompanying choirs, playing duets, writing her own songs, and performing in musicals 
she thrived. She believes the act of making music provides an opportunity to safely explore emotion 

and creativity. She prides herself on the depths of the relationships that she builds with her students, 
and believes that inspiring people to express themselves through music is something she is meant to 

do. She strives for her students to excel technically, but also challenge them to connect, deeply, to the 
music they make.

Ron Killian AVCM, M. Music

Classical Piano

Ron believes in the wellbeing of students as his first priority and has mentored high level award 
winning students throughout his teaching career. He has a Master’s Degree in Piano Performance 
and as well as teaching at Brentwood, he also teaches at Vancouver Island University. Ron remains 
passionately committed to providing students with an optimally engaging, enjoyable and productive 
learning experience. 
 



Karen Whyte B. Mus., M. Mus. 
Cello, Violin

Karen is enthralled with the cello. Lessons with Judith Fraser and Ian and Colin Hampton preceded 
a Bachelor of Music Degree in Performance, completed in 1985. Since then, Karen has completed a 

Professional Teaching Certificate, a Camosun College-Victoria Conservatory of Music Strings Diploma 
and a Bachelor and Master’s Degrees in Education. She is also a certified Suzuki Cello Instructor. 

Karen performs regularly with the Victoria Chamber Orchestra and the Victoria Civic Orchestra. She 
plays a cello dated 2002 by Gregory Walke of Paisley, Ontario. 

Jonathan Eng B. Music

Drums, Percussion

Jonathan studied at the University of Victoria, Humber College and the Banff Centre for the Arts. His 
versatility as a percussionist is shown through a wide range of work in multiple symphonies to musical 
theater orchestras. Other musical specialties include performing in big bands, rudimental drumming, 
and working with fife and drum groups. He is an active Canadian Forces primary reservist performing 
for Royalty such as Queen Elizabeth II and recently for the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge. Jonathan 
has previously led a primer Jazz Quintet to play for the Governor General and the US Ambassador 
to Canada. Jonathan is an active educator in the community through teaching privately, instructing 

as a clinician for the percussion ensemble in BC Cadet Honor Bands, and also delivering master classes in many public and 
private schools throughout Greater Victoria.

Monik Nordine B. Music, M. Music

Saxophone, Clarinet, Flute

Born in Karlstad, Sweden, saxophonist and composer Monik Nordine has lived on the west coast of 
Canada for most of her life. In 1984 she moved to Vancouver working as a professional musician while 

pursuing a B. Music degree at UBC. She then moved to Montreal where she became a composer 
through the mentorship of Jan Jarczyk, and completed a M. Music degree. She has recorded three 

albums featuring her own compositions. She has performed with some of the world’s top musicians 
including Michael Buble, Rob McConnell, P.J. Perry, Tommy Bands, Brad Turner and Phil Nimmons. 

Orith Fogel Horwitz Jazz Diploma

Jazz and pop voice, guitar and ukelele

Orith, also known professionally as “Lady O”, is new to the beautiful Cowichan Valley. Her specialty is 
voice and acoustic or electric bass. Her smooth clear voice and deep groove make her a force to be 
reckoned with. She  also plays piano, guitar and ukulele. She studied at the Vancouver Community 
College for two years and then completed a diploma in Jazz Music from Capilano College University 
in 2007. Over the last 10 years “Lady O” has cultivated extensive performance experience leading her 
own group as well as supporting other musicians. In 2011 she founded a music business called Jump 
into Music offering group music classes to young families. In developing Jump into Music ’s vibrant 

curriculum, Orith extended her knowledge of world music into a wider array of styles. She believes that all humans are 
meant to be musical and is inspired to empower those of all ages.



Private Music Tuition
Students may take private tuition in a number of different instruments including piano, voice, theory, guitar, 

harp, drums, woodwinds, brass and strings. All our teachers are not only highly accredited in their instrument, 
but are also active as professional musicians. In addition, private lessons can be taken in composition, arranging 

and recording which includes the use of computer music software programs. Lessons are offered in various 
styles, notably classical and jazz. Students are encouraged to pursue examinations with the Royal Conservatory 

of Music in their instrument. All music students have a 3 week trial period after which they are committed 
through to the end of the teaching year. Please note that private music tuition is billed separately and not 

included in the School’s tuition fees.

Classical Piano
The RCM Conservatory of Music Program in association with the University of Toronto offers graded piano study from an 
introductory level to professional designation with examinations offered twice yearly. These exams are effective tools to 
measure student knowledge and progress. Over the course of our teaching year, students are thoroughly prepared for a 
June examination. Students will receive positive adjudication comments, and a certificate marking their achievement and a 
final grade.

Jazz Piano
This program of jazz studies has been designed for those students seriously interested in learning to play and understand 
the jazz genre. Prospective students should have the equivalent of at least Grade 5 RCM piano. Students’ will study chord 
voicing, the Blues in major and minor Keys, 11 – V7 –1 progressions, jazz standards and different solo and combo styles of 
Jazz piano.

Classical Voice
The RCM Conservatory of Music Program in association with the University of Toronto offers graded voice study from 
an introductory level to professional designation with examinations offered twice yearly. These exams are effective tools 
measuring student knowledge and progress. Over the course of our teaching year, students are thoroughly prepared for a 
June examination. Students receive positive adjudication comments, and a certificate marking their achievement and final 
grade.

Vocal Jazz Voice

Students will gain an understanding of the vocal jazz genre through weekly technical exercises, performance, analysis and 
listening skills. It is recommended that students wishing to pursue studies in Jazz Voice have a background in classical voice 
or choir.

Musical Theatre and Pop Voice
This program offers private tuition in musical theatre and Pop for those students interested in developing their stage 
performance skills and repertoire. This syllabus covers favorites from Broadway stage to film to pop. Students build a 
performance repertoire for theatre auditions, music festival entries, school performances or even events such as the Pacific 
National Exhibition talent competition.

Classical Guitar 
The RCM Conservatory of Music Program in association with the University of Toronto offers graded guitar study from 
an introductory level to professional designation with examinations offered twice yearly. The exams are effective tools 
measuring student knowledge and progress. Students are well prepared for these exams in June, and receive positive 
adjudication comments, and a certificate of their achievement and final grade.



Rock Guitar and Other Stringed Instruments
Introductory lessons follow ‘Progressive Rock Guitar’ books in conjunction with a CD. More advanced students work through 
an appropriate method book matched to their level of study. Students interested in pursuing this popular approach to the 
guitar should be primarily interested in playing rock & roll and blues oriented songs with less emphasis placed on the more 
technical aspects of playing which are covered in depth in the classical program of guitar studies. Tuition is also available for 
banjo and mandolin.

Violin, Viola, Cello And Fiddle
The RCM Strings program covers the technical aspect of the violin, viola or cello for each grade: scales, sight-reading, studies 
and pieces. This internationally recognized music program in association with the University of Toronto offers graded study 
from an introductory level to professional designation with examinations offered twice yearly. These exams are effective 
tools measuring student knowledge and progress. Our students are well prepared over the course of the year for these 
exams in June. Students receive a grade, positive adjudication comments, and a certificate of achievement. Students are 
encouraged to participate in performance opportunities provided by the school as well as local music festivals.

Woodwind / Brass
Qualified instruction in woodwinds and Brass is available from introductory through advanced levels of study. It is suggested 
students pursue either a Jazz program or the Royal Conservatory Music Program offering graduated levels of study from an 
introductory level to grade ten. Lessons cover technical skills such as scales, sight-reading, improvisation and tonal concept. 
Performance is considered an important element in a music education and students are encouraged to participate in our 
concerts and festivals.

Percussion / Drumkit
Students get a teaching process designed specifically for them. With new students in the art of drumming, reading, 
rudiments and fundamental rhythms are the subjects of primary focus. More advanced and professional players usually 
work in areas that are in need of improvement or attention.

Harp
Learning to play the harp is both a magical and rigorous study, with great rewards in either private study or in groups. 
Students learn a great variety of musical styles including Celtic and Canadian folk tunes, classical pieces and studies, and 
very physical Latin American tunes. Lessons are fun and friendly, with expectations clearly explained and reinforced.

Bagpipes
The bagpipe is centuries old and was originally a solo instrument. It eventually came to be played with other bagpipers and 
drums added, making a Pipe Band. Over the last several years, as the bagpipe has become more popular amongst other 
musicians, it now is used in folk groups and is also played by jazz and rock musicians. Bagpipes have been around since early 
times, and appeared throughout Europe in various forms. Beginner students start with what is called a ‘’practice chanter.” 
After learning the basic scale exercises, students’ progress on to various ‘’etudes’’ or other finger exercises. The volume of 
the bagpipe cannot be varied through blowing pressure. In fact, the blowing must be one steady pressure to blow a good 
tone from the instrument. It usually takes from about six months to one year to graduate from the practice chanter to the 
bagpipe itself. Once scales and exercises have been learned, melodies are then added.

Theory

Private tuition is available for all grades. Please note that BC Schools recognize the RCM program of music as equivalent 
to the Grade 11 and 12 Fine Arts Credit. To qualify for this credit, students must complete a specific practical grade 
requirement as well as their theory co-requisite.



REGISTRATION INFORMATION AND FEE POLICIES FOR PRIVATE TUITION

• A registration form is completed and signed by each enrolling student and their parent or guardian.

• All programs begin and end each year in accordance with the Brentwood College School calendar year.

• Brentwood Music Department has an ongoing enrolment policy for all music programs. Students enrolling any time 
after the commencement of the September school year will have the annual fee pro-rated from their start date.

• The annual fee refers to each student’s total lesson fee covering Brentwood’s Music calendar year from September 
through June or that portion remaining from a student’s start date.

• There are 4 concerts during the year, held at Brentwood College School. These are the most important lessons of the 
year, and students are encouraged to participate. 

• Brentwood Music Department considers the first three lessons of any music program a probationary period. During this 
time the student may withdraw or be dismissed and receive a full refund of their annual fee less that portion of the fee 
covering the probationary period.

• In order to attract and retain the highest caliber of music instructors, students are enrolled for the full calendar year 
or that portion of the year remaining from completion of the probationary period. No refunds will be issued. It is 
understood that the annual fee is payable whether or not a student withdraws at any time during the Brentwood Music 
Department calendar year after the above described probationary period has passed.

• Fees will be charged to the student’s account. 

• Scheduled lessons are not rebooked unless the teacher cancels your lesson time. Please do not expect your teacher to 
reschedule your missed lessons since attendance is your responsibility. Teachers may make exceptions in the following 
circumstances:
a) The teacher receives enough notice to rearrange their lesson day; or 
b) You have a medical emergency or prescheduled elective surgery date.

NOTE:  Your regularly scheduled lesson time may be made up at the convenience of the teacher if there are conflicts with 
family functions, holidays or school field trips. We will endeavor to be as fair as possible.

PRIVATE MUSIC PROGRAM FEE SCHEDULE

The length of lessons is determined based on graded level of musicianship. The exact number of lessons will be determined 
depending on the day chosen and the number of teaching days during the year. Our average private music-teaching contract 
is for 30 weeks. Based on 30 lessons for the year the fee will be:-

30 x 30 minute lessons = $850 | 30 x 45 minute lessons = $1,275 | 30 x 60 minute lessons = $1,700




