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“An instant clussic’

Wolf Hall (EW) by Hilary Mantel

Wolf Hallis a beautifully constructed novel of the Tudor
world of Henry VIII, full of evocative characterizations of
historical gures in the corrupt and blazing world of the
Court. It follows the rise of Thomas Cromwell, the son of
a brutal blacksmith to the pinnacle of his power.

Blink (JG) by Malcolm Gladwet#

In Blink Gladwell asserts that snap judgments can
quite often be as good as decisions made cautiously
and deliberately. Using a wide variety of examples — an
ex-Marine’s victory in a war-game simulation, a museum’s
purchase of a bogus statue, an emergency room’'s method
for diagnosing heart attacks — Gladwell asks us to step
back from overly analytical decision-making and trust our
instincts and experience.

High Fidelity (PC) by Nick Hornby

Thirty-ve is kind of old to start growing up, but like
many people, Rob learns that it's change or die — in his
case, alone, and surrounded by records. Hornby’s hilarious
rst novel is a mustread for any male who has forgotten
his girlfriend’s birthday but remembered to organize his
record collection.

Cloud Atlas (BM) by David Mitchell

Structured rather akin to a Chinese puzzle or a set of
Matrioshka dolls, the stories leak into each other. The
19th-century journals of an American notary in the
Paci ¢ that open the novel are subsequently unearthed
80 years later by Frobisher in the library of the ageing
maestro he’s trying to eece. Frobisher’s letters to his old
Cambridge crony, Rufus Sexsmith, in turn surface when
Rufus is murdered. A novelistic account of the journalist
Luisa Rey'’s investigation into Rufus’ death nds its way to
Timothy Cavendish, a London vanity publisher with an
author who has an ingenious method of silencing a snide
reviewer. And in a near-dystopian Blade Ruresgue
future, a genetically engineered fast food waitress sees a
movie based on Cavendish’s unfortunate internment in a
Hull retirement home.
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